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POEMS, 



HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL. 



VOL. IX. 



HEROIC STANZAS 

TO 

THE MEMORY OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 



TliESE verses coanpose the earliest of our author's political 
poeins^ and are among the first which he wrote^ of any length or 
iponsequence. The first edition is now before me, by the favour 
of my friend, Richard Heber, Esq. ; and, while correcting this 
sheet, I received another copy from Mr Finlay, author of the 
*' Vale of Ellerslie." Jt is of the last degree of rarity, since it has 
escaped the researches even of Mr Malone. The full title is, 
'* A roem upon the Death of his late Highness Oliver, Lord Pro- 
tector of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; written by Mr Dry den, 
London, printed for William Wilson, and are to be sold in Well- 
Yard, near Little St Bartholomew's Hospital, 1659/' 'Ito. Upon 
comparing this rare edition with those of a later date, no material 
alterations occur, excepting that the spelling is modernised, and 
the title abridged. 

Some of our author's biographers have deemed it necessary to 
apologize for his chusing this subject, by referring to his near con^ 
nection with Sir Gilbert Pickering, the friend and confidant of 
^he deceased usurper. There is, however, little reason to suppose, 
that Dryden did any violence to his own inclinations, to gratify 
the political feelings of his kinsman and patron. He had been 
bred in anti-monarchical principles, and did not probably change, 
till the nation changed with him. The character of Cromwell was 
in itself an inviting theme to so true a poet. The man, of whom 
Clarendon said, that *' even his enemies could not condemn him, 
without commending him at the same time," and of whose exploits 
Cowley has given so animating a detail ; whom, in short, his very 
enemies could not mention without wonder, if they withheld ap- 
plause, — afforded to those who favoured his politics many a point 
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of view, in which the splendour of his character might hide its 
blemishes.* It is remarkable, however, that, in handling this 
theme, Dryden has observed a singular and happy delicacy. The 
topic of the Civil War is but slightly dwelt on ; and, although 
Cromwell is extolled, his eulogist abstains from any reflections 
against those, through whom he cut his way to greatness. He 
considers the Protector when in his meridian height, but passes 
over the steps by which he attained that elevation. It is also re- 
markable, that although Sir Gilbert Pickering was one of Richard 
Cromwell's council, our author abstains from any compliment to 
that pageant of authority ; when a panegyrick upon the son was 
a natural topic of consolation after mourning over the loss of his 
father. Sprat, upon the same occasion, did not omit this obvious 



♦ " What can be more extraordinary, than that a person of mean birth, no 
fortune, no eminent qualities of body, which have sometimes, or of mind, which 
have often, raised men to the highest dignities, should have the courage to attempt, 
and the happiness to succeed in, so improbable a design, as the destruction of one 
of the most ancient, and most solid founded monarchies upon the earth ? That he 
should have the power, or boldness, to put his prince and master to an open and 
infamous death ? To banish that numerous and strongly allied family ? To do all 
this under the name and wages of a parliament ? To trample upon them, too, as he 
pleased, and spurn them out of doors when he grew weary of them ? To raise up a 
new and unheard-of monster out of their ashes ? To stifle that in the very in&ney, 
and set up himself above all things that ever were called sovereign in En^and ? 
To oppress all his enemies by arms, and all his friends afterwards by artifice ? To 
serve all particis patiently for a while, and to command them victoriously at last ? 
To over-run each corner of the three nations, and overcome with equal facility both 
the riches of tlie south and the poverty of the north ? To be feared and courted by 
all foreign princes, and adopted a brother to the gods of the earth ? To call together 
parliaments with a word ot his pen, and scatter them with the breath of his mouth ? 
To be humbly and daily petitioned, that he would please to be hired, at the rate 
of two millions 'a-year, to be the master of those who had hired him before to be 
their servant ? To have the estates and lives of three kingdoms as much at his dis- 
posal, as was the little inheritance of his father, and to be as noble and liberal in 
the spending of them ? And, lastly, (for there is no end of all the particulars of 
his glory,) to bequeath all this with one word to his posterity ? To die with peace 
at home, and triumph abroad ? To be buried among kings, and with more than r^al 
solemnity ? And to leave a name behind him, not to be extinguished but with the 
•whole world, which as it is pow too little for his praises, so might have been too for 
his conquests, if the short line of his human lite could have been stretched out to 
the extent of his immortal designs." — Cowley's Wo?ks, VoL II. p. 585. 

Perhaps the facetious Tom Brown has hit upon the true reason of Dryden's 
choice of a subject, when he makes him say, " that he had no particular kindness 
ibr the person of Oliver ; but that it was much the same with the poets as with the 
Jews-— a hero cannot start up in any quarter of the world, be his quarrel right or 
wrong, but both are apt to think him the Messias, and presently pitch upon him 
as the fittest person to deliver the twelve tribes and the nine muses out of captivity.'* 
••^Reasons of Mr Uaycs* chaiigwfr his religion. 
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topic^ but launched forth into prophecies, to which the event did 
very little credit.* 

Notwithstanding these symptoms of caution and moderation, 
the subject of this first public essay of our author's poetical ta« 
lents was repeatedly urged against him during the political con- 
troversies in which, through the reign of Charles 11. and his bro- 
ther, he was constantly engaged. Oiie offended antagonist car- 
ried his malice so far, as actually to reprint an edition of the 
Elegy, with a dull postscript, in which he makes Dryden ac- 
knowledge his alleged apostacy. t 



* Nor only didst thou for thy age provide, ^ 
But for the years to come beside ; 
' Out after times, and late posterity. 

Shall pay unto thy fame as much as we ; 
They too are made by diee. 
^iien Fate did call thee to a higher throne. 

And when thy mortal work was done ; 
When Heaven did say it, and thou must be gone. 

Thou him to bear thy burden chose. 
Who might, if any could, make us forget thy loss. 
Nor hadst thou him dcsign'd. 
Had he not been, 

l^ot only to thy blood, but virtue, kin j 
Not only heir unto thy throne, but mind : 
'Tis he shall perfect all thy cares. 
And with a finer thread weave out thy loom. 
So one did bring the chosen people from 

Their slavery and fears ; 
Led them through their pathless road, 
. Guided himself by Gkid ; 
H*ad brought them to the borders, but a second hand 
Did settle and secure them in the promised land. 

Verses to the happy Memory of the late Lord Protector. 

•f- This editioil occurs in the Luttrell Collection, and the title runs thus : *• Ai^ 
Elegy on the Usurper O. C. by the Author of • Absalom and Achitophel ;' pubr 
Wished to shew the loyalty and integrity of the Poet." 

Postscript. 

The printing of these rhimes afiiicts me more 
Than all the drubs I in Rose-Alley bore ; 
This shews my nauseous, mercenary ^en. 
Would praise the vilest and the worst of men. 
A rogue like Hodge :|: am I, the world well know it ; 
Hodge was his fiddler, and I, John, his poet. 
This may prevent the pay for which I write ; 
For I for pay against my concience fight. 

t ^ir Roger L'Estrange, whose ekill in music is said to have amused CramweU, who ha^ 
some turn that way. ' 
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Of the poetical merits of the Elegy, we have elsewhere spoken 
more fully. The manly and solemn march of the stanza f^ve 
promise of that acute poetical ear, which afterwards enabled Dry- 
den to harmonize our versification. The ideas, thouj^h often 
far-fetched, and sometimes ambiguously expressed, indicate the 
strength and vigour of his mind. They give obvious tokens c^ 
a regeneration of taste ; for though, in many instances, the con« 
ceits are very extravagant, yet they are, in general, much more 
moderate than those m the Elegy upon Lord Hastings, whose 
whole soul was rendered a celestial sphere, by the virtues which 
were stuck in it ; and his body little less briUiantly ornamented 
by the pustules of small-pox, which were first rose-buds, and then 
stars. The symptoms of emerging from the ^se taste and im- 
pertinent witticisms of Donne and Cowley, were probably more 
owing to our author's natural feeling of what were the proper at- 
tributes of poetry, than to any change in the taste of the age. 
Sprat, who also solemnizes the decease of Cromwell, runs abso- 
lutely riot in pindarics, and furnishes as excellent an instance of 
useless labour, and wit rendered ridiculous by misapplication, as 
' can be found in Cowley himself. Cromwell's elevation is com- 
pared to the raising up of the brazen serpent, in the Pentateuch ;* 
the classic metamorphosis of Ajax's blood into the hyacinth f fur- 
nishes a simile for the supposed revival of letters through the 
blood spilled by Cromwell ; his sword is preferred to the flaming 



} 



I must confess, so infamous » knave 
Can do no service, though the humbled slave : 
Villains I praise, and patriots accuse ; 
My railing and my fawning talents use ; 
Just as they pay, I flatter or abuse. 
But I to men in power a — — am still.- 
To rub on any honest face they wilL 
Thus on I'll go ; for libels I declare ; 
Best friends no more than worst of foes 111 spare ; 
And all this I can do, because I dare. 
He who writes on, and cudgels can defy, 
And knowing he*Il be beaten, still writes on, am I. 
London^ printed for J. Smithy 16S1. J. D. 

* Thou, as once the healing serpent rose. 
Was lifted up, not for thyself, but us. 

•)- When AJax died, the purple blood, 
That from his gaping wound had flowed, 

Turn'd into letters ; every leaf 

Had on it wrote his epitaph : 
So from that crimson flood, 
Which thou by fate of times wert led 

Unwiltiiigly to shed. 
Letters and learning rose, and arts renewed. 
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brand of the cherub, because it had made a paradise, which the 
other only guarded ; finally, the Protector's temper grew milder 
in the progress of his war^e, as his armour,^ being made of steely 
grew smoother by use. * It must be allowed, that there are, in 
Dryden's iK]#m;iniui^, and)0r«Atlyi;aoxxm]iVfIf^^^SDfma^^ 
each is, hdwever, briefly winded up'in its own nan^ai ; while the 
structure of Sprat's poem enabled him to himt down his conceits 
throughall the doubling and winding bf his longpindaric strophe. 
D^den, for example, says, ihat CromweU strewed the island with 
Victories, 

Thyek as fh&g^il93^ ipUh fl|^i| ^ foim^ 

* r 

. ■ • ■> 

Sprat spins out nearly the same idea, in the following extraordi- 
miff jj^^^amt I 

Others* great actions are 

At best, but all one single star; 

But thine the milky-way; 
All one continued light of undistinguish'd day. 
They throng'd so chaag^l^at aw^hH^ could be seen. 
Scarce any common skyHiSTcrane between. 

By turning the reader's atteution to this comparison betwixt 
the poems of Sprat and Dryden, I mean to shew, that our author 
was alre^ j^^mm ^qis^ ^mm that ^AOtid^ ^P^ fjX^yH^ 
composiqan, which &e most ingenious of hif cpi^temvi^ 
tiiiued to practi^ and adtrdre ; although he did not in truce ibanim 
don it, but ^tcfbrexkdied hisi quaint conpeits iMftm 'h6[ 'fioeSkf di* 
carded theiift; 

The poem of Waller on Cromwell's death) excepting one un-« 
happy and celebrated instance ^of the bathos» t is ue best of his 
compositions ; and, separately' considered^ must be allowed to be 
supe^or ;t6 that of Dryden, by whom he wa^ sdoq ihfCM "" 
difitaiic^^ in t|ve poetic^ c;^eeer« 

* Like steel, whdb it much work hath past, • 
That which was rough ^>ts«hine at last ; 
Thy arms, by being onener used, did smoother grow. 

-|*1leneftth the tro]|^ics is our language spoke. 



HEROIC STANZAS 

PONBBCAATXD 
TO THE MEMORY OF 

HIS HIGHNESS OLIVER, 

LATE LORD PROTECTOR OF THIS COMMONWEALTH. 

W&XTTSir APTEA THE CILBBBATING OF HI8 FUKBBAL. 



I- 

Asn how 'tis time ; for their officious haste. 
Who would before have borne him to the sky, 

Xike eager Romans, ere all rites were past. 
Did l^t too soon the sacred eagle fly. * 

II. 

Though our best notes are treason to his fame, 
Join'd with the loud applause of public voice ; 

Sinpe Heaven, what praise we offer to his name. 
Hath rendered too authentic by its choice : 

III. 

Though in his praise no arts can liberal be. 

Since they, whose muses have the highest flown. 

Add not to his immortal memory. 

But do an act of friendship to their own : 

• Note I. 
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IV. 



Yet 'tis our duty, and our interest too, 
Such monuments 9s .we can huiH tp raise.; 

Lest all the, w'orld prevent what w^ should do. 
And claim a title in him by their praise. 

V. 

How sjiall I then begin, or wb^ip conclude, 

To draw a fame so truly circular ? 
For in a refund, what order can be shew'd. 

Where dtl the parts so equal perfect are ? 

.VI. 

His grandeur he derived from heaven alone ; 

For he was great, ere fortune made him so : 
And wars, like mists that rise against the sun, 

Made him but greater seem, not greater grow. 

VIL 

No borrpw'd bays his temples did adorn, 
JBut to our crown he di^ fr^h jewels bring ; 

Nor was his virtue poison'd soon as born. 
With the tpo early thoughts of being king. 

VIII. 

Fortune, (that easy mistress to the young, 
But to her ancient servants coy and hard,) 

Him at that age her favourites rank'd among. 
When she her best-loved Pompey did discard.* 

IX. 

jHe, private, mark'd the faults of others' sway, 
And set as sea-marks for himself to shun ; 

Not like rash monaf chs, who their youth betray 
By acts their age too late would wish undone. 

* Note ^I. 
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And yet dcnninion was not his design ; 

We owe that blessing, not to him^ but heaven, 
Whidi to fidr acts unsought rewards did jom ; 

Rewards^ that less to him, than us, were giy^i. 

XI. 

Our former diiefe, like stickla;^ of the war. 
First sought to inflame the parties, then to poise : 

The quarrel loved, but did the cause sbkor ; 
And did not strike to hurt, but make a noise.* 

XIL 

War, our consumpticH], was their gainful trftde ; 

We inward bled, whilst they prolonged our pmn ; 
He fought to end our fighting, and essay*d 

To staimcA the blood, by breathing (^the veiift.f 

XIII. 

Swift and resistless through the land he past. 
Like that bold Greek, who did the East subdue ; 

And made to battles such heroic haste. 
As if on wings of victory he flew. 

XIV. 

He. fought, secure of fortune as of fame. 

Till by new maps the island might be shown. 

Of conquest, which he strew'd where'er he came. 
Thick as the galaxy with stars is sown 4 

XV. 

His'palms, though underweights they did not sitand. 
Still thrived ; I no winter could his laurels fade : 

Heaven, in his portrait, shew'd a workman's hand. 
And drew it perfect, yet without a shade. 

♦ Note III. t Note IV. J Note V. || Note VI. 
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XVI, 

Peace was the prize of all his toil and eare» 
Which war had banisfa'd> and did now restore : 

Bolognla's waUs thus mounted in the air. 
To seat themselves more surely than before.* 

XVII. 

Her safety rescued Iidiand to him owes ;f 
And treacherous Scotland, to no interest true, 

Yet blest that fate which did his arms dispose 
Her land to civilize, as to subdue, j: 

XVHL 

Nor was he like those stars which only shine. 
When to pale mariners they storms portend ; 

He had his calmer influence, and his mien 
Did love and majesty together blend. 

XIX. 

'Tis true, his countenance did imprint an awe. 
And naturally all souls to his did bow ; 

As wands of divination downward draw. 

And point to beds where sovereign gold doth 
grow, II 

XX. 

When past all offerings to Fereteiati Jove, J 
He Mars deposed, and arms to gowns made yield; 

Successful councils did him soon approve. 
As lit for close intrigues, as open field. 



♦Note VII. f Note VIII. t Note IX. || Note X. 

§ To -whicH deity the Romans usually sacrificed before march- 
ing to war, according to an ancient institution of Komulus. 
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XXI. 

To suppiiant Holland he vouchsafed a peace. 
Our once bold rival of the British main ; 

Now tamely glad her unjust claim to cease. 
And buy our friendship with her idol, gain.* 

XXII. 

Fame of the asserted sea, through Europe blown. 
Made France and Spain ambitious of his love ; 

Each knew that side must conquer he would own. 
And for him fiercely, as for empire, strove. 

XXIII. 

No sooner was the Frenchman's cause embraced. 
Than the light Monsieur the grave Don out- 
weigh'd : f 

His fortune turn'd the scale where'er 'twas cast. 
Though Indian mines were in the other laid. 

XXIV. 

When absent, yet we conquer'd in his right ; 

For, though some meaner artist's skill were shown. 
In mingling colours, or in placing light, 

Yet still the fair designment was his own. 

XXV. 

For, from all tempers he could service draw ; 

The worth of each, with its alloy, he knew ; 
And, as the confidant of Nature, saw 

How she complexions did divide and brew, t 

XXVI. 

Or he their single virtues did sur\^ey. 
By intuition, in his own large breast ; 

Where all the rich ideas of them lay, 

That were the rule and measure to the rest. 

* Note Xr. t Note XII. J Note XIII. 
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XXVII. 

When such heroic virtue heaven sets out, 
The stars, like commons, sullenly obey ; 

Because it drains them when it comes about, • 
Apd therefore is a tax they seldom pay;* 

XXVIII. 

From this high spring our foreign conqu^ts flow. 
Which yet more glorious triumphs do 'portend ; 

Since their commencement to his arms th^y owe. 
If springs as high as fountains may ascend. 

He made us freemen of the continent, •.- 

Whom nature did like captives treat before ; s 

To nobler preys the English lion sent. 

And taught him first in Belgian walks to roar.f 

XXX. 

That old unquestion'd pirate of the land, 
Prou d Rome, with dread the fate of D unkirk heard ; 

And, trembling, wish'd behind more Alps to stand, 
Although an Alexander were her guard. :t^ 

XXXI. 

By his command we boldly cross'd the Line,f 
And bravely fought where southern ^tars arise ; 

We traced the far-fetch'd gold unto the mine. 
And that, which bribed our fathers, made our prize. 



* The author seems to allude to Uie old proverb, " Sapiens 
dominabitur astris" The influence of the stars yielded reluc- 
tantly to Cromwell's heroic virtues^ as the coipmons submit sul« 
lenly to be taxed. 

t Note Xiy. X Note XV. . § Note XVI. 
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Such was our prince ; yet own*d a soul above 
The highest acts it could produce to show : 

Thus, poor mechanic arts in puUic move. 
Whilst the deep secrets beyond practice go. 

XXXIIT. 

Nor died he when his ebbing fame went less. 
But when fresh laurels courted him to live : 

He s^m*d but to prevent some new success. 
As if dhove what triumphs earth could give. 

XltXIV. 

His latest victories still thickest came, 
Ai8 near the centre motion doth increase ; 

Till he, press'd down by his own weighty name. 
Did, nke the vestal, under spoils decease,* 

XXXV. 

But first the ocean as a tribute sent 
The giant prince of all her watry herd ; 

And the isle, when her protecting Genius went-^ 
Upon his obsequies loud sighs conferr'd.f 

XXXVI. 

No dvil broils have since his death arose. 
But fection now by habit does obey ; 

And wars have that respect for his repose. 
As winds for halcyons when they breed at sea. 

XXXVII. 

His ashes in a peacefiil urn shall rest ;t 
His name a great example stands, to show. 

How strangely high endeavours may be bless'd. 
Where piety and valour jointly go. 

* Note XVII. t Note XVIII. t Note XIX. 
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Note I. 

And now 'tis time; for their qffkiou^ haUe, 
Who would before have borne him to the sfy^ 

Like ^ager Romans^ ere ail rites were past. 
Did kt too soon the sacred eagkjfy, 

St. !• {K 8* 

Crom'jKrell's disease^ a fever and tertian ague, was accompanied 
by fits or swoonii^» which occasioned, more than once, a prema- 
ture report of his <teath. It was probably this circumstance, which 
inadesome of his fanatical chaplains doubt the fact, after it had 
actually taken place. '' Say not he is dead," elxdaimed one of them^ 
like Omar over the corpse of Mahomet ; '^ for^ if ever the Lord 
heard my prayers, he has assured me of the life of the Protector.*' 
The two last lities (k the stanza allude to the Roman custom of 
letting an eagle fly firom the fimeral pile of a deceased emperor, 
winch represented his spirit soaring to the regions of bliss, or his 
guardian genius convoying it thither. It is described at length 
in the fourth book of Herodian, who says, that, after this cere* 
mony of consecration, the deceased emperor was enrolled among 
the Roman deities. 

Note IL 

i^oi^ttfie, {that ea^ mistress to the ifoung^ 
Sik to her ancient servants coy and hard,) 

Him at that age herfowmrites ranked amongt i 
When she Aer best^hved Pcmpetf did discard. 

St. VIII. p. 9. 

Cromwell was upwards of fortv before he made any remarkable 
figure ; and Pompey, when he had attained the same period o^ 
life, was deserted by the good fortune which had accompanied 
his more early career. 

13 
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Note III. 

Our former chiefs ^ like sticklers of the war, 
First sought to inflame the parties^ then to poise : 

TJie quarrel loved, but did the cause abhor ; 
And did not strike to hurt, but make a noise. 

St. XL p. 10. 

Essex^ Manchester^ Sir William Waller^ and the earlier generals 
of the Parliament, were all of the Presbyterian party, who, though 
they had drawn the sword against the King, had no will to throw 
away the scabbard. They were disposed so to carry on the war, 
that, neither party being too much weakened, a sound and ho« 
nourable peace might have been accomplished on equal terms. 
But the Independants flew at higher game ; and, as the more vio- 
lent party usually prevail during times of civil discord, they at- 
tained their object. Cromwell openly accused the Earl of Man- 
chester of having refused to put an end to the war, after the last 
battle at Newbury, when a single charge upon the king's rear 
might have dissipated his army for ever. " I offered," he averred^ 
** to perform the work with my own brigade of horse ; let Man- 
chester and the rest look on, if they thought fit : but he obstinate- 
ly refused to permit the attempt, alleging, that, if the King's ar- 
my was beaten, he would find another ; but if that of the Par«^ 
liament was overthrown, there would be an end of their cause^ 
and they would be all punished as traitors." This suspicion of Uie 
compromising temper of the Presbyterian leaders, led to the fa- 
mous self-denying ordinance^ by which all members of both houses 
were declared incapable of holding a military command. By this 
new model, all the power of the army was thrown, nominally, in- 
to the hands of Fairfax, but, really and effectually, into that of 
Cromwell, who was formally excepted from the operation of the 
act, and of the Independants ; men determined to push the war 
to extremity, and who at length triumphed over both King and 
Parliament 

Note IV. 

He fought to end our Jigliting, and essayed 
To staunch the blood, by breathing of the vein, 

St. XII. p. 10. 

This passage, which seems to imply nothing farther than that 
Cromwell conducted the war so as to push it to a conclusion, was 
aflerwards invidiously interpreted by Dryden's enemies, as con- 
taining an explicit approbation of the execution of Charles I. 

Tl^pS;^ in the panegyric quoted in the introductory remarks to 

this poem. 

Such wonders have tliy powerful raptures shown, 
Pythagoris' transmigration thou'st outdone ; 
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His souls of heroes and great chiefs expired, 

Down into birds and noble beasts retired : 

But thou to savages and monsters dire. 

Canst infuse sparks even of celestial fire ; 

Make treason glory, murderers heroes livon 

And even to regiddis canst godhead give. 

Thus in thy songs the yet warm bloody dart. 

Fresh reeking in a martyr*d monarches heart, 

Bumish*d by verse, arid polish'd by thy lines, 

Th& rubies in imperial crowns outshines ; 

Whilst in applause to that sad day's success. 

So black a theme in so divine a dress. 

Thy soaring flights Prometheus* thed^ excel. 

Whilst thou 8teal*st fire from heaven to enlt^ten hell. 

The same accusation is urged in another libel, called ** The 
Laureat :" 

Nay, had our Charles, by Heaven's severe decree. 

Been found, and murder'd in the royal tree. 

Even thou hadst praised the fact. His father slain» 

Thou call'dst but gently breathing of a vein. 

Impious and villainous, to bless the blow l 

That laid at once three lofly nations low, > 

And gave the royal cause a fatal overthrow ! ) 

Another witling, to add to the heinousness of this expression, 
assures us, that Dryden had at first declared for the king, then 
for the parliament, and, finally, for Cromwell : / 

I for the Royal Martyr first declared. 

But, ere his head was ofi; I was prepared 

To own the Rump, and for that cause did rhime ; 

But, those kick'd out, next moment turn'd to him 

Who routed them : call'd him my sovereign. 

And praised his opening of the kingly vein. 

Dialogue in Bedlam between OliverU Porter, Fiddler , and Poet. 

These are examples of the inveteracy, with which Dryden's 
enemies were ready to wrest his expressions from the common in« 
terpretation into one more strong and unwarrantable. Dryden, 
sufficiently embarrassed by the praises he had bestowed on the 
Usurper, a charge from which he could not vindicate himself, 
took no notice of the uncandid lengths to which it was carried^ 

Note V. 

He fought f secure of fortune as of fame. 

Till by new maps the island might be sliomn ; 

Of conquests y which he strew' d where'er he came, 
TIdck as the galaxy with stars is sown. 

St. XIV, p. 10. 

Notwithstanding the inconstancy of Victory during the Civil 
VOL. IX. B 
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» 

War, she never deserted the banner of Cromwell. Even in unde- 
cided conflicts, the brigade, or wing, with which he fought, had 
always the superiority. The royalists never once saw him fly be- 
fore them, during all the pitcheu battles in which he was engaged 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

Note VI. 

His palmSf though under weights they did not stand, 
StiU thrived. St. XV. p. 10. 

It was anciently a popular notion, that the palm-tree throve 
best when pressed down with weights. An old scholiast defines 
it as " aroor nobilissima ilia, quas nulli cedit ponderi, sed contra 
assurgit et reluctatur/'^^Fabn Thesaurus ad verbum palma. 

Note VII. 

Bolognia's rvalls thus mounted in the air. 
To seat themselves more surely than before. 

St. XVI. p. II. 

This odd simile Is borrowed from a very singular, and some- 
what dubious event, said to have happened during the siege of Bo- 
logna 1512. A mine had been run by the Spanish besieging army 
under a part of the wall, on which was built a chapel dedicated 
to the Blessed Virgin. Upon the explosion, the chapel and por- 
tion of the wall which formed its support were heaved into the 
air, so high, that (in spite of all the smoke and dust accompany- 
ing such an eruption) an elegant historian assures us, the be- 
siegers could see, through the vacant space, the buildings of the 
town, and the defenders ready to man the breach. Nevertheless^ 
the chapel and fragment of wall descended so exactly into the 
space they had formerly occupied, that the breach was complete- 
ly -and accurately repaired. The chapel acquired by this inci- 
dent a great reputation for miraculous sanctity. The event is 
more fully narrated in the following passage of the original ; 

** Finita in ultimo la mina^ e stando V esercito armato per dare 
incontinenie la battaglia, la quale perchi si desse con maggiori' 
forze, era stata richiamata V antiguardia, fece il Navarra dare il 
fuoco alia mina ; la quale con grandissimo impeto, e romore giitd 
talmente in alio la cappella, che per quello spaito, che rimase tra 'I 
terrenOy e*l muro giliaio in alto, fu da quelli, ch' erano Juora, ve- 
duta apertamente la cittd dentro, et i sotdaii che siavano preparati 
per difenderla : ma suhilo scendendo in giu riiorno il muro intero 
nel luogo medesimo, onde la violeniia del fuoco I* aveva sbarrato^ e 
si ricongiunse irmeme, come se mai non fusse stato mosso : onde si 
non sipotendo assahare da quella partCy i capitani giudicarono non 

13 
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si dovere dare solamente daW altra, Attribuirono questo caso i 
Bolognesi a miracolo, riputando impossibile, eke, senza Vajutorio 
divino, fiisse potuio riconguignersi cosi appunto ne medesimi fon' 
damentt ; andeju dipoi ampliata quella cappella, efrequentata con 
non piccola divoiione del popob." Listeria di Guicciardini, Libro 
Decimo. 

Note VIII.. 

Her safety rescued Ireland to him owe*.— St. XVII. p. 1 1. 

The gallant Ormond, who commanded for the king in Ireland, 
had reduced the island almost entirely under the royal authority, 
excepting the cities of Dublin and Londonderry, when the arrival 
of Cromwell, appointed lord governor by the parliament, entirely 
changed the scene. In less than ten months, that fated general 
overran the whole kingdom. Tredagh he took by storm ; and 
such terror was struck into the minds of the Irish, by the blootly 
execution attending and following that assault, that almost all the 
other garrisons surrendered without resist^ce, or revolted to the 
parliament. 

Note IX. 

— Treacherous Scotland, to no interest true. 
Yet blest thatjate which did his arms dispose 
Her land to civilize, as to subdue, — St. XVII. p. 11. 

Cromwell's wars in Scotland form a brilliant part of his history. 
After narrowly escaping the snares of the veteran Lesley, whose 
admirable manoeuvres compelled him, with woful anticipations of 
farther misfortune, to retreat towards Dunbar, he was enabled, 
by the rashness of the Scottish kirkmen, totally to defeat that fine 
army. Edinburgh castle next surrendered ; and the war being 
carried across the Forth, the Scots were again routed with slauo li- 
ter at Inverkeithing. Then followed the irruption of the king 
into England, and the fatal defeat at Worcester, which Cromwell 
used to call his " crowning mercy." 

Scotland is here called treacherous, because, having been the 
first to take up arms against King Charles I. she was the last to 
lay them down in beh^f of his son ; or rather, because the Pres- 
byterian party in that country joined the young King against the 
Independents, as they had jomed the Parliament against the P^- 
latists : for, the war, which in England related chiefly to dissen- 
tions concerning the civil government, was in Scotland entirely 
to be referred to religious controversy. 

Cromwell certainly did 'much to civilize Scotland. Some of 
his benefits were intentionally conferred, others flowed indirectly 
from the measures he adopted for the consolidation of his own 
authority. The English judges, whom he appointed, introduccil 
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into the administration of justice a purity and vigour^ with which 
Scotland had been hitherto unacquainted.* By the impoverish- 
ment, exile^ and aimihilation of the principal baronial families, 
the chains of feudal bondage were lightened upon the peasantry ; 
and the pay of 18^000 men^ levied to maintain the constituted 
authorities^ enriched the lower orders^ amongst whom it was spent. 
The English soldiers also introduced into Scotland some of the 
arts of a more civilized country. We may, however^ hesitate to 
believe^ that they taught the citizens of /Vberdeen to make shoes 
and plant kail ; because Dr Johnson, upon whose authority the 
tradition is given^ informs us, that the peasantry live upon that 
vegetable alone, and that, when they had not kail, they probably 
had nothing ; in which case, the English military guests had better 
have learned from their Aberdonian hosts the art of living upon 
nothing, than taught them a branch of gardening which their 
habits of abstinence rendered totally superfluous. But the garri<- 
sons established by Cromwell upon the skirts, and in the passes of 
the Highlands, restrained the predatory clans, and taught them, 
in no gentle manner, that respect for the property of their Low- 
land neighbours, which their lawful monarchs had vainly endea- 
voured to inculcate. An officer of engineers, quartered at In- 
verness shortly after 1 720, says, that the name of Oliver still struck 
terror through the Highlands; and one very ancient laird declared 
to him, the appearance of the Protector's colours were so strong- 
ly impressed on his memory, that he still thought he saw them 
before his eyes, spread out by the wind, and bearing, in great 
golden characters, the word Emanuel, — Letters from the North of 
Scotland, VoL I. p. 274. 

NoteX. 

As rvands of divination downward draw. 

And point to beds where sovereign gold doth grow. 

StXlX. p. 11. 

The rod of divination, an admirable implement for a mineralo- 
gist, was a piece of forked hazel, which, being poised on the back 
of the hand, and so carried with great caution, inclined itself 
sympathetically to the earth, where mines or hidden treasures lay 
concealed beneath the surface. Derrick refers readers for further 



* A principal evil, amongst the native Scottish judges, was a predilection for 
theit own allies and kinsmen. A judge, who lived within the eighteenth century, 
justified this partiality for ** kith, kin, and ally,*' by saying, *< that, upon his 
ooDscience, be eould never see any of his friends were in the trroii^;** and the 
Upright conduct of Cromwell's English judges being objected to him, he answer- 
ed, ** it was not wonderful, since they were a set of kinleu knins who bad P9 
/kmUy oonnecliotis to bias them.*' 
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information concerning the properties of this marvellous rod,and 
the way of using it, to La Physique Occullee, ou Traits de la Ba^ 
guette Divinatcire, published at Amsterdam, l6l3. 

Note XI. > 

To suppliant Holland he vouchsafed a peace. 

Our once bold rival of the British main ; 
Nou) tamely glad her unjust claim to cease^ 

^nd buy our friendship \»ith her idol, gain, 

St. XXI. p. 12. 

The war betwixt the republics had been disastrous to the Dutch, 
and the peace of 1654 was degrading to the States, though not 
proportionally disadvantageous. They consented to desert the 
cause of the exiled Stuarts, ^nd to punish the authors of the mas- 
sacre at Amboyna ; they yielded to the English the honour of the 
flag in the narrow seas ; they agreed to pay to the East India 
Company eighty-five thousand pounds, in compensation of da- 
mage done to them ; and they consented to the cession of the 
island of Polerone in tlie East Indies: lastly, by a secret article, 
the province of Holland guaranteed an assurance, that neither the 
young Prince of Orange, whose connection with the exiled family 
rendered him an object of the Protector's suspicion, nor any of 
his family, should be invested with the office of Stadtholder. 

Note XII. 

No sooner mas the Frenchman's cause embraced. 
Than the light Monsieur the grave Don outweigh'd. 

St XXIII. p. 12. 

In l655, Cromwell allied himself with the rising power of 
France against the declining monarchy of Spain ; less guided, 
probably, by any general views of political expedience, than by 
the consideration, that the American and West India settlements 
of the latter power lay open to assault from the English fleet ; 
while, had he embraced the other side, his own dominions 
were exposed to an invasion from the exiled king, with French 
auxiliaries. The splendid triumphs of Blake gave some ground 
for the poetical flourishes in the text. 

Note XIII. 

And, as the confident of Nature, saw 

How she complexions did divide and brew. 

St. XXV. p. 12. 

It was still fashionable, in the seventeenth century, to impute the 
distinguishing shades of human character to the influence of com* 
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plexion. The doctrine is condaelv summed up in die following 
lincs^ which occur in an old MS. m the British Muicum : 

With a red man rede thy rede, 
With a brown man break thy bread, 
On a pale man draw thy knife. 
From a black man keep thy wife. 

Note. XIV. 

He made us freemen of the coniinefU, 

Whom nature did like captives treat before ; 

To nobler preys the EngUsn lion sent, 

And taught him first in Belgian walks to roar. 

St. XXIX. p. 13. 

The poet alludes to the exertions of t^e six thousand British 
auxilianes^ whom Cromwell sent to join Marshal Turenne in Flaiw 
ders. These veteransi seasoned to the desperate and dq^ mode 
of fightings which the inveteracy of civil war had introduced, asto- 
nished the French by their audacity, and tlieir contempt of the 
usual military precautions and calculations. There is a curioua 
account^ by Sir Thomas Morgan, of their exploits at Dunkirk and 
Ypres, which occurs in the third volume of the Harleian Miscel- 
lany, p. 326. The Duke of York was then with the Spani^ 
army ; and Dryden^ on the change of times, lived to celebrate 
him for his gallant opposition to that body, which he here per- 
sonifies as the British Lion. See the Dedication of the '* Con- 
quest of Granada," Vol. IV. p. 11. The English were made "free- 
men of the continent/' by tne cession of Dunkirk ; and it is be- 
lieved, that this was the first step towards giving England a share 
in the partition of Flanders, when that strange project was dis- 
concerted by the death of Cromwell. There was no avoiding 
allusion to the British lion. Sprat has also sent him forth^ seek- 
ing whom he may devour : 



From his eyes 



Made the same dreadful lightning rise ; 

Made him again affright the neighbouring floods. 

His mighty thunder sound through all the woods. 

Note XV. 

That old unquestion'd pirate of the land. 
Proud Rome, with dread tne fate of Dunkirk heard; 

And, trembling, wish*d behind more Alps to stand. 
Although an Alexander were her guard, 

St. XXX. p. 13. 

The Pope being called Alexander the Sixth, Dryden did not 
disdain to turn this stanza upon an allusion to the Macedonian 
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hero ; although it is obvious^ that the pontiff was not a more effec- 
tual guardian to his city by bearing that warlike name^ than if 
he had been called Benedict or Innocent. True it is, however^ 
that the Pope feared » and with great reason, some hostile attack 
from the powerful English squadron which swept the Mediter- 
ranean, under the command of Blake. Conscious that his papal 
character rendered him the object of the most inveterate enmity 
to the military saints of Cromwell's commonwealth, he had every 
reason to believe that they would find pride, pleasure, and profit, 
in attacking Antichrist, even in Babylon itself. 

Note XVI. 

By his command we boldly cross'd the Line, S^c. 

St. XXXI. p. IS. 

A powerful army and squadron were sent by Cromwell, under 
the command of Penn and Venables, to attack Hispaniola. The 
commanders quarrelled, and the main design misgave: they took, 
however, the island of Jamaica, whose importance long remained 
unknown ; for, notwithstanding the manner in which Dryden has 
glossed over these operations in the West Indies, they were at the 
time universally considered as having been unfortunate. See 
'* The World's mistake in Oliver CromwelL" 

Note XVII. 

TUl he, ^ess'd down by his own weighty name, 
Did, Uke the vestal, under spoils £scease, 

St. XXXIV. p. U. 

Tarpeia, the virgin who betrayed a gate of Rome to the Sabines, 
demanded, in recompense, what they wore on their left arms, 
meaning their golden bracelets. But the Sabines, detesting her 
treachery, or not disposed to gratify her avarice, chose to under- 
stand, that her request related to their bucklers, and flung them 
upon her in such numbers as to kill her. 

NoteXVIIL 

But first the ocean as a tribute^ sent 

The giant, prince of all her watery herd ; 
And the isle, when her protecting Genius went. 

Upon his obsequies loud sighs conferr'd, 

St. XXXV. p. 14. 

The circumstance, of the dreadful storm which happenedonthe 
day of Cromwell's death, is noticed by all writers. Many vessels 
were dashed on the coast, and trees and houses were overthrown 
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upon the land. It seemed as if that active spirit, which had rode 
m 1^6 whirlwind while he lived, could not depart without an 
universal convulsion of nature. Waller has touched upon this 
remarkable incident with great felicity : 

We rnnst resign ; heaveii his great soul does dahn. 

In stonns ai loud as his immortal fame ; 

His d|3ring groans, his last breath, shakes our isle, 

And trees uncut £Edl for his funeral pile ; 

About his palace their broad roots were tost 

Into the air :«-so Romulus was lost ; 

New Rome in such a tempest missM her king. 

And from obeying fell to worshipping. 

But, while the authors of these threnodies explained th is pro- 
digious storm as attendant on the deification of the Protector, or 
^ least the effects of the Genius (^Britain's unboundai lamenta- 
tion, the cavaliers unanimously i^eed, that the tempest accom- 
panied the transportation of his spirit to the infernal regions. 

Note XIX. 

His ashes in a peaceful urn shaU rest. 

St. XXXVII. p. 14. 

This prophecy, like that announcing the final close of civil 
broils, in the preceding stanza, waa> not doomed to be accom- 
plished. The contending faction^' resumed their struggles in a 
month after the Protector^s death ; his body was dragged from 
the burial place of princes, to be exposed on the gibbet ; and his 
head placed on the end of Westminster Hall. There is, how- 
ever, ail unauthenticated story, that Cromwell, foreseeing the Re- 
storation, had commanded his remains to be interred secretly, and 
by night, in the field of Naseby, as near as possible to the spot 
where his prowess had gained that bloody day ; and that, by a 
piece of refined and ingenious malice, his friends caused the body 
of Charles to be deposited in the empty cofiin, which had received 
the funeral honours rendered to the Protector ; thus turning the 
disgrace, which the royalists intended for the body of Cromwell, 
upon that of the royal martyr. The story may be found in the 
Harleian Miscellany, Vol. II. p. 269. But it is unworthy of 
credit, and seems to have been grounded upon the circumstance, 
that Cromwell's body, being in a very xx)rrupted state, was buried 
privately before the grand procession. The restoration of the 
house of Stuart seemed then to be an event much out of the 
reach of calculation, even to persons less sanguine than Crom« 
well. 
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After so many years of civil war and domestic t3rranny, the 
Restoration, an almost hopeless event, established the crown upon 
the head of the lawful successor, and thegovemment upon it^ 
original footing. Dryden, among the numerous, I had almost 
said innumerable, bards,* who celebrated, or attempted to cele- 
brate, this surprising event, distinguishedhimself by the following 
poem, to which he has given the apt name ofAstrcea Redux, from 
the hopes of justice and liberty returning with the lawful kine. 

The tone of praise, which Dryden has adopted, exhibits his 
usual felicity. There do not here occur any of those rants about 
the antiquity of the royal line,t and the indefeasible right of the 
lawful successor, which are the common topics of the herd, who 



* l^ere are all shapes and forms of poetical addresses upon this occasion, by 
clergymen, and scholars, and persons of honour. Among them, the verses by 
Waller are most celebrated ; though inferior to those which he composed on the 
Protector's death. When Charles made this remark, the bard, with great feli- 
city, reminded his Majesty, that poets always excel in fiction. Among other 
topics, he enlarges on the *< tried virtue, and the sacred word,** of the witty mo- 
narch. It is singular, that, of the three distinguished poets, who solemnized by 
elegy the death of the Proteptor, Dryden and Waller should have haUed the re- 
storation of the Stuart line, and Sprat have favoured their most arbitrary aggres- 
sions upon liberty* 

-|* In ** A Poem to His Most Excellent Majesty, Charles the Second, Ego 
ieneficio tuo iCcttar) quot ante auSiebam hodie vidi Deot : NtcfelMorem uUum 
vitas mem aut optavo out tenti Dienit by H. Buston, Wmton; together with an- 
other, by Hen. Bold, olim Winton,*' tlie royal genealogy is thus deduced from 
the primitive father of mankind : 

On which side shall we trace your stock ? beyond 

The loins of Egbert, or of Pharamond ; 

Now sunk in Adam's entrails it is found. 

And thence shoots through the world to you all crown*d. 

Vain boldness of the age (age of deceits), 

Knew this, and therefore coin'd Pr»-Adamites« 
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offered poetical congratulation to the restored monarch. Dryden 
rejoices with the chastised triumph of one, that had not forgot 
what it was to mourn. He looks back, as well as forward; and 
it is upon the past sufferings of the people, and of the monarch, 
that he grounds the hope and expectation of their future happi- 
ness., The poet was perhaps sensible, that the claim of loyal me- 
rit was rather new in his family and person, and ought not there- 
fore to be expressed with the extravagant colouring of the cava- 
liers. He ventures indeed upon prophecy, although past expe- 
rience might have taught him it was dangerous ground. One pre- 
diction, however, has been (magno licet intervaUd) accomplished 
to its fullest extent in our own age : 

Your much-loved fleet shall, with a wide command, 
Besiege the petty monarcbs of the land. 

The poem exhibits the taste which belongs to the earlier class 
of D;ryden's compositions, |)earing the same marks of attachment 
to the style of W^ler and Davenant. Some of the similes are 
brought out with singular ingenuity. Nothing can be more ele- 
gant than the turn he gives to the slow, gentle, and almost im- 
ferc.ept?ible manner, in which the great change which he cele- 
rates was accomplished : 



-While we 



The effect did feel, but source the manner see. 
frosts, that constrain the ground, and birth deny 
To flowers that in its womb expecting lie. 
Do seldom their usurping power withdraw. 
But raging floods pursue their hasty thaw : 
Our thaw was mild, the frost not chased away. 
But kindly lost in heat of lengthened day. 

On the other l^and, it is surely unnecessary to point out to the 
reader the confusion of metaphor, where Virtue is said to dress 
the wounds of Charles with laurels ; f the impertinent antithesis 
of finding ^' light alone in dark afflictions ;" and the extravagance 
of representing the winds, that wafted Charles, as out of breath 
with joy. These, and other outrageous flights of wit, have been 
noticed and blamed by Johnson. I am not certain whether that 
great critic is equally just, in severely censuring the passage in 
which there is a short allusion to Heathen my thology. j: Where the 



*f- His wounds he took like laurels on his breast. 
Which by his virtue were with laurels dressed. 

X With alga, who the sacred altar strews ? 

Td all the sea-gods Charles an ofiering owes ; 
A bull to thee, Portunus, shall be slain ; 

A lamb tjo you, ye tempests of the main. 
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tendei:^ the passionatey or the sublime^ ought to prevail, an allu- 
sion to classical fiction seldom fails to interupt the tone of feeling 
which the author should seek to preserve ; but in a poem^ of 
which elegance of expression and ingenuity of device are the prin- 
cipal attributes, an allusion to the customs of Greece^ or of Rome, 
wnile it gives a classic air to the composition, seems as little mis- 
placed, as an apt quotation from the authors in which they are re- 
corded. 

The first edition of this poem is printed in folio by J. M. for 
Henry Herringman^ l660. It affords few and trifling correc- 
tions. 
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ON THE HAPPY RESTORATION AND RETURN OF HIS SACRED 
KAJESTY, CHARLES THE SECOND, 1660. 



Jam redit et virgo, redeurU Saiumia regno. — Virg. 

The last great age^ foretold by sacred rhimes^ 
Renews its finish' d course ; Satumian times 
Roll round again. 



K / ' ' 

Now with a general peace the world was blest. 

While ours, a world divided from the rest, 

A dreadful quiet felt, and worser far 

Than arms, a sullen interval of war. 

Thus when black clouds draw down the lab'ring 

skies. 
Ere yet abroad the winged thunder flies. 
An horrid stillness first invades the ear. 
And in that silence we the tempest ^ar.* / 
The ai^bitious Swede, like restless billows tost. 
On this hand gaining what on that he lost; 
Though in his life he blood and ruin breathed. 
To his now guileless kingdom peace bequeathed ;f 

<i I I ' .. . ■ .1 I ■ ■■■ I I I.I I 

• Note I. + Note II. 
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And heaven, that seem'd regardless of our fate. 
For France and Spain did miracles create ; 
Such mortal quarrels to compose in peace. 
As nature bred, and interest did increase. 
We sigh'd to hear the fair Iberian bride 
Must grow a lily to the lily's side ;* 
While our cross stars denied us Charles's bed. 
Whom our first flames and virgin love did wed. 
For his long absence church and state did groan ; 
Madness the pulpit, faction seized the throne : 
Experienced age in deep despair was lost. 
To see the rebel thrive, the loyal crost : 
Youth, that with joys had unacquainted been. 
Envied gray hairs, that once good days had seen . 
We thought our sires, not with their own content. 
Had, ere we came to age, our portion spent. 
Nor could our nobles hope their bold attempt. 
Who ruin'd crowns, would coronets exempt : 
For when, by their designing leaders taught 
To strike atpower,whichforthemselves they sought. 
The vulgar, guU'd into rebellion, arm'd. 
Their blood to action by the prize was warm*d. 
The sacred purple, then, and scarlet gown. 
Like sanguine dye to elephants, was shewn.f 
Thus, when the bold Typhoeus scaled the sky. 
And forced great Jove from his own heaven to fly, 
(What king, what crown, from treason's reach is free. 
If Jove and Heaven can violated be ?) 
The lesser gods, that shared his prosperous state. 
All suffer'd in the exiled Thunderer's fate. 
The rabble now such freedom did enjoy. 
As winds at sea, that use it to destroy : 
Blind as the Cyclop, and as wild as he. 
They own'd a lawless savage liberty, 
Like that our painted ancestors so prized, 
Ere empire's arts their breasts had civilized. 

• ^ • 

» Note III. t Note IV. ' 
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H<nr great were tben ourCharles's woes^ who dius 
Was forced to sutEer for himself and us ! 
He, tossed by hie, and hurried up and down. 
Heir to bis &ther^s scmtows, with his crown. 
Could taste no sweets of youth's desired age;^ 
]}ut found bis Hfe too true a pilgrimage. 
Unconquer^d yet in that forkmi estate. 
His manly courage overcame his &te : 
His wounds he took, like Romans, on his breast. 
Which by his virtue were with laurels drest 
As souls reach heaven, while yet in bodies poit. 
So did he live above his banishment. 
Tbat sun, whidi we beheld with cozen'd eyes. 
Within the water, moved along the skies. 
How easy 'tis, when destiny proves kind. 
With fuU'Spread sails to run before the wind ! 
But those, that 'gainst stiff gales laveering go. 
Must be at once resolved, and skilful too. 
He would not, like soft Otho, hope prevent. 
But stay'd, and suffer'd fortuneto repent.* 
These virtues Galba in a stranger sought. 
And Fiso to adopted empire brought, f 
How shall I then my doubtful thoughts express. 
That must his suffering both regret and bless ! 
For, when his early v^ur heaven had crost. 
And all at Worcester but the honour lost ;^ 
Forced into exile from his rightful throne. 
He made all countries where he came his own ; 
And, viewing monarchs' secret arts of sway, 
A royal factor for his kingdoms lay. 
Thus, banish'd David spent abroad his time. 
When to be God's anointed was his crime ; 
And, when restored, made his proud neighbours rue 
Those choice remarks he from his travels drew. 

Nor is he only by afilictions shown 
To conquer others' realms, but rule his own ; 
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Recovering hardly what he lost before. 

His right endears it much, his purchase more. 

Inured to suffer ere he came to reign, 

No rash procedure will his actions stain : 

To business ripen'd by digestive thought. 

His future rule is into method brought ; 

As they, who, first, proportion understand. 

With easy practice reach a master's hand. 

Well might the andent poets then confer 

On Night the honoured name of Counsellor ; 

Since, struck with rays of prosperous fortune blind. 

We light alone in dark afflictions find. 

In such adversities to sceptres train'd. 

The name of great his famous grandsire gain'd ;* 

Who yet, a king alone in name and right. 

With hunger, cold, and angry Jove did fight ; 

Shock'd by a covenanting League's vast powers. 

As holy and as catholic as ours :f 

Till Fortune's fruitless spite had made it known. 

Her blows not shook, but riveted, his throne. 

Some lazy ages, lost in sleep and ease. 
No action leave to busy chronicles : 
Such, whose supine felicity but makes 
In story chasms, in epochaj mistakes ; 
O'er whom Time gently shakes his wings of down. 
Till with his silent sickle they are mown. 
Such is not Charles^ his too too active age. 
Which, govern'd by the wild distemper'd rage 
Of some black star, infecting all the skies. 
Made him at his own cost, like Adam, wise. 



♦ Henry IV. of France, n^atemal grandfather of Charles II. 
t NoteVIIL 
J First edition^ epoches. 

§ This mode of forming the genitive is adopted from the first 
edition, as smoother than *' Charles's." 

VOL. IX. C 
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Tremble, ye nations, which, secure before, 
Laugh'd at those amis that 'gainstourselvesweboM ) 
Roused by the lash of his own stubborn tdl. 
Our Lion now will foreign foes assail. 
With algia^ who the sacred altar strews ? 
To all the sea-gods Charles an oifi^ng owe^ : 
A bull to thee, Portunus, shall be slain, 
A lamb to you, ye tempests of the main :* 
For those loud storms, that did against him roar. 
Have cast his shipWreck'd vessel on th^ shore. 
Yet, as wise artists mix their colours so. 
That by degrees they from eiswjh other go ; 
Black steals unheeded from the neighbouring white. 
Without offending the well^ozen'd sight : 
So on us stole our blessed change ; while we 
The effect did feel, but scarce the manner see. 
Frosts, that consttain the ground, and birth deny 
To flowers that in its womb expecting lie. 
Do seldom their usurping power withdraw, 
But raging floods pursue tneir hasty thaw ; 
Our thaw Was mild, the cold not chased away. 
But lost in kindly heat of lengthen'd diay. 
Heaven would no bargain for its blessings drive. 
But what we could not pay for freely give. 
The Prince of Peace would^ like himself, cotifcr 
A gift unhoped, without the price of war : 
Yet, as he knew his blessing's worth, took ts^e^ 
That we should know it by repeated prayer { 
Which storm'd the skies, and ravii^'il Charies from 

thence. 
As heaven itself is took by violence. 
Booth's forward valour only served to show. 
He tltirst that duty pay, we all did owe rf 
The attempt was fair ; but heaven's prefixed hour 
Not come : so, like the watchful traveller, 



'I' I mil* mil 



* Note IX. t Note X. 



That by the moon's mist^lcen ligl^t did m^. 
Lay dowi) agaip, and closed his wpary eye$, 
*Tw^ Monk, w^iom Providence de^ign'd tq loose 
Those real bonds false freedom did impose. 
The blessed saints, that watch'd this turning scen^. 
Did from their stars with joyful wonder lean, 
To see small clues draw vastest weights along, 
Not in their bulk, but in their order strong. 
Thus, pencils can, by one slight touch, restore 
Smiles to that changed face that wept before. 
With ease such fond chimeras we pursue. 
As fancy frames for fancy to subdue : 
But YfhfXi Qurselves to action we betake, 
It sftun^ t^he mint, like gold that chemists tnake.* 
How hard was then his task, at once to« be 
What in th^ body natural we see ! 
Man's s^chitect distinctly did ordain 
The jQ^arge of muscles, nerves, and of the brain. 
Through viewless conduits spirits to dispense ; 
The springs of motion from the seat of sense. 
'Twas not tfep hasty product of a day, 
Bm^ tb^ lyeij^ipen'd fruit of wise delay. 
He, like a patient angler, ere he strook. 
Would let th^Tf^ p^ay a while upon the hook. 
Our healthful food the stomach labours thus. 
At first eraWacing what i|; straight doth crush. 
Wi9^ le|?e^$ will pot yain receipts obtrude. 
While grpw^g pains pronounce thehun^ours crude : 
Deaf tp p^mplaints, liiey wait upon the ill. 
Till so^ j^fe crisis authorize their skill. 
Nor cpjk^4 hM acts too dose a vizar4 wear. 
To 'scape their eyes whom guilt had taught to fear. 
And guard with caution that polluted nest. 
Whence Legion twice before was dispossest :f 



* Note XI. t Note XII. 
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Once sacred house, which when they entered iir. 
They thought the place could sanctify a sin ; 
Like those, that vainly hoped kind heaven wovild 

wink, 
While to excess on martyrs' tombs they drink. 
Andj as devouter Turks first warn their souls 
To part, before they taste forbidden bowls,* 
So these; when their black crimes they went about. 
First timely charm'd their useless conscience out. 
Religion's name against itself was made ; 
The shadow served the substance to invade : 
Like zealous missions, they did care pretend 
Of souls, in shew, but made the gold their end. • 
The incensed powers beheld with scorn, from high, v 
An heaven so far distant from the sky, 
Which durst, with horses' hoofs that beat the ground. 
And martial brass, bely the thunder's sound.t 
'Twas hence, at length, just vengeance thought it fit 
To speed their ruin by their impious wit : 
Thus Sforza, cursed with a too fertile brain. 
Lost by his wiles the power his wit did gain.:}: 
Henceforth their fougue must spend at lesser rate. 
Than in its flames to wrap a nation's fate. 
Suffered to live, they are like Helots set, 
A virtuous shame within us to beget ;§ 
For, by example most we sinn'd before. 
And, glass-like, II clearness mix'd with frailty bore. 
But since, reform'd by what we did amiss, 
We by our sufferings learn to prize our bliss : 
Like early lovers, whose unpractised hearts 
Were long the may-game of malicious arts. 



* Note XIII. 

t Salmoneus^ tyrant of Eli s, made such a contrivance to imitate 
thunder^ for which he was destroyed with lightning by Jupiter; 
which is here fancifully compared to the military terrors by which 
the fanatics supported their religious tenets. 

j Note XIV. § Note XV. 

First edition has^ " like glass.' 
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When once they find their jealousies were vain, 
.With double heat renew their fires again. 
'Twas this produced the joy, that hurried o'er 
Such swarms of English to the neighbouring shore,* 
To fetch that prize, by which Batavia made 
So rich amends for our impoverish'd trade. 
*Oh, had you seen fi:'om Scheveline's barren shore,f 
(Crowded with troops, and barren now Jio more,) 
Afflicted Holland to his farewell bring 
True sorrow, Holland to regret a king l^ 
While waiting him his royal fleet did ride. 
And willing winds to their lower'd sails denied. 
The wavering streamers, fiiags, and standard^ out. 
The merry seamen's rude but chearful shout ; 
And last the cannons' voice that shook the skies. 
And, as it fares in sudden ecstasies. 
At once bereft us both of ears and eyes. 
The Naseby, now no longer England's shame^ 
But better to be lost in Charles his name,^ 
(Like some unequal bride in nobler sheets) 
Receives her lord ; the joyful London meets 
The cprijicely York, himself alone a freight ; 
The Swiftsure groans beneath great Gloster's 

weight :|j 
Secure as when the halcyon breeds, with these. 
He, that was horn to drown, might cross the seas. 
Heaven could not own a Providence, and take 
The wealth three nations ventured at a stake. 
The same indulgence Charles his voyage bless'd. 
Which in his right had miracles confess'd. 
The winds, that never moderation knew^ 
Afi*aid to blow too much, too faintly blew ; 



♦ Note XVI. t Note XVIl. J Note XVIII. 

§ So the first edition ; the others read standards. The royal 
standard is meant. 

IT Note XIX. II Note XX. 
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Or out 4)f breatli with joy, could not eUAsltg^ 
Their str6ighten*d lungs, or conscious of their ch^gi^. 
The British Amphytrite, smooth and clear^ 
In richer azure never did appear ; 
Proud her returning prince to entertaih 
With the submitted fesces of the mean. 

Attd welcome now, great iWonirch, t6 J^ouro#ti ! 
Bdiold the approaching clifts of Alhioh. 
It is no longer motion cheats your view ; 
As you meet it the liiid ^pr6acheth yoA. 
The land returns, and, ih the White it wears> 
The mark^ of p^hitettc* and sorrow bears.t 
But ybiii, wlKfee goodri^Ss y^ur descent do'th 'shdW, 
Your l<€fetVenly Jii^ehtagfe and earthly t66, 
$y tbft Safee taildn^s, Vhlch your fa^her^ xsr&^tn 
before did ravis^h, shall secure your own. 
If ot tied to rfiles of jiolicy , you find 
RevSftge less sweet thatn a forgiving mlrid. 
Thus, Wh^n the Altoighty HvoulA <6 JAdSes give 
A sight df all he Cdild behold aM RVe ; 




Ybtrr power to justice doth subtoit yoor c^us6. 
Your goodness only is above the IkVs ;f 
Whose 'rigid letter, while ^^ronbdmi^d by ybu. 
Is softer made. So Winds, that tempests lirelw, 
Wheu'tlrtdugh Araibi^n gro^res thfey take'theii'flight. 
Made wanton with rich bdours, lose tHeiri^pite. 
And as those lees, ihat trouble it, refine 
The agitated soUl df generous witie-; 
So tears of joy^ for yoiir returning spilt. 
Work' out, iand expiate dur former guilt. 
Methinks I see those crowds on Daver^ strand. 
Who, in their haste to welcome you to land, 

t Note XXI. t Note XXII. § Note XX til. 



Choatd i^p tk^ hsmh with tteir i5*fll growiRg store. 
And mad# # wil^d^ tpKre^fit cm the ishoi^ : 
While, spurr'^ wW>^mg&P thought <Q^ pil9l4elif^t» 
Thp^y w]^ AHtd A9eH ypiu, wwt a seeoiid M^ ; 
Frevenlwg fi^ yimr ^^s and mtJilng hae^ 
To meet V/^u loflt?^ wkemsoe'^ you p^. 
jgpivv ili^ I i^^\L pf ibi^ itiii^Kopliwt 4ayf 
When y^pn rp^w^'d Ae expiring pomp of M.wyl 
A month Ibhsit f^wwm i^erest in your name : 
You aq4 *b? flowew; we ji*s peeiidiar d«im.* 
TM: 9ton tbit .«(t your Inrth shone out sq brigiit, 
It stm^'d i^e iS^hv min'^ nciaidiaii lights 
Did once again its potent fires renew,f 
Guiding our eyes to find and worship you. 
And now Timers whiter series is begun. 
Which in soft centuries shall smoothly run : 
Those clouds, that overcast your morn, shall fly, 
Dispell'd, to farthest corners of the sky. 
Our nation, with united interest blest. 
Not now content to poize, shall sway the rest. 
Abroad your empire shall no limits know. 
But, like the sea, in boundless circles flow ; 
Your much-loved fleet shall with a wide command. 
Besiege the petty monarchs of the land ; 
And, as old Time his offspring swallow'd down,^ 
Our ocean in its depths all seas shall drown. 
Their wealthy trade from pirates' rapine free. 
Our merchants shall no more adventurers be ; 
Nor in the farthest east those dangers fear, 
Which humble Holland must dissemble here. 
Spain to your gift alone her Indies owes ; 
For, what the powerful takes hot, he bestows : 
And France, that did an exile's presence fear,^ 
May justly apprehend you still too near. 



* Note XXIV. + Note XXV. J Note XXVI. 
§ Note XXVI I. 
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At borne the hateful names of parties cease. 

And factious souls are wefttied into peace. 

The discontented now are only they. 

Whose crimes before did your just cause betray ; 

Of those your edicts some reclaim from sin. 

But most your life and blest example win. 

Oh happy prince whom heaven hath taught tlie w^ay, 

By paying vows to have more vows to pay ! 

Oh happy age ! Oh times like those alone. 

By fate reserved for great Augustus' throne ! 

When the joint growth of arms and arts fcn^show 

The world a monarch, and that mcmarch you. 



NOTES 

ON 

ASTRiEA REDUX. 



Note I. 



An horrid stiUnessJirst invades the eavy 

And in that silence we the tempest Jear.^-'F, 30, 

The small wits of the time made themselves very merry with 
this couplet ; because stillness^ being a mere absence of sounds 
coald not^ it was said^ be personified^ as an active agent, or invap- 
dei. Captain Ratdiff thus states the objection in his ** News 
fronHell:" 

Laureat, who was both leamM and florid, 
Was damn'd, long since, for <^ silence horrid ;** 
Nor had there been such clatter made, 
But that this Silence did " invade.'' 
Invade ! and 80*t might well, 'tis clear ; 
But what did it invade ? — an ear. 
And for some other things, 'tis true, 
" We follow Fate, that docs pursue;" 



In the " Dialogue in Bedlam," between Oliver's porter, fiddler, 
and poet, the first of these persons thus addresses L'Estrange and 
Dryden, " the scene being adorned with several of the poet's own 
flowers:" 

O glory, glory ! who are tl^ese appear ? 

My fellow-servants, poet, fiddler, here ? 

Old Hodge the constant, Johny the sincere ! ' 

Who sent you hither ? and, pray tell me, why ? 

A horrid silence does invade my eye, 

While not one sound of voice from you I spy. 

But, as Dr Johnson justly remarks, we hesitate not to say, the 
world is invaded by darkness, which is a privation of light; and 
why not by silence> which is a privation of sound ? 
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Note 11. 

The ambitious Swede, like rettUis biUoms tost. 

On this hand gaining what on that he lost. 

Though in his life he hlood and ruin breath'd. 

To hts now guileless kingdom ffeaoe bequeath'd, — P. SO. 

The royal line of Sweden has produced more heroic and chi- 
valrous monarchs than any dynasty in Europe. The gallant 
Charles 2L. who is here mentioned* did not degenerate from this 
warlike stem. He was a nephew of die great Gustavus AdoL 
phus ; and^ like him, was contmualiy engaged in war, particularly 
against Poland and Austria. He died at Gottenburgh in 1660^ 
and the peace of Sweden .vjia aeeu. afterwards restored by the 
treaty of Copenhagen. 

N«ite III. 

We sigh'd to hear tkeiitir Iberian bride 
Mustgrow-a KlyioiheUk/*s side.^^. 31. 

The death of CxionweUy and the imseMled stale of Eaglaiid, 
jpinnrentBd the eKeculion -of those ambitious 8ohemes> which Ca»- 
^inal MaBarme, then psime minister of France, 'had lioped loao- 
HoampKsh iby lihe assistance of Britain. T%e Caidinal was there- 
fore, in 1659y induced to accede to the treaty of the Pyrenees, >by 
which peace was restored betwixt France and Spain; the union 
being cemented by the mamri^e.of fhe Ii^auta. to Louis XIV.—- 
Charles II., then a needy fugitiFc;, was in attendance upon the 
ministers of France and Spain, when they met on the frontiers for 
this great object ; but he^ who was soon to be so powerful a mo- 
narch, experienced on that occasion nothing but slights from Ma^ 
zarine, and cold civility from Don Lewis cte Haro. 

Note IV. 

The saered jourple, itken, and scarlet gpmm. 

Like sanguine dye to elephants^ was shown.^-^V. SI. 

This does not mean, as Derrick. conceived, that these emblems 
of authority had as little effect upon the mob as if they had been 
shewn to an elejihant; but that the sight of them animated the 
people to such sensdess fury, as elephants, and many other ani- 
mals, are said to shew, upon seeing any object of a red colour. 
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NbteV. 

He would noiy hke soft OthOffate prevent, 

But statfd^ and suffer' d fortune to repent* — P. 32. 

The Emperor Otho^ who86 tahid-'atld manners exhibited so ma* 
ny contradictions, is described as one of the most effeminate of 
men in his outMrard habits ; his iiiind, hbwe^r, "was active and 
energetic. " Non erat Othonis, moBis et corportTsimitis, animus." 
tmi^i, Lib. f . HietOffiarufh.*'^'^^^ ileW'h^ti^'dlb&t ithe'bdHiLe of 
Bti9i!^lutti, in ^hich to W«i& VMiqu^edby Vil)€»]lto6. Thb ^Mtdi. 
riftn guardsy iBJtid his other folkr^^rs, in vahi %d*ged Mtn to lirjr ^is 
Ibrttine again iti the field. Whether from thdt hu^MOsehce of suS^i 
taining adversity^ whieh loximous habits seldom ^il to-prodaoe^ 
or from the generous desire of ending a disastrous civil war, he 
retained and executed his resolution. It is, however, no extraor-* 
dinary compliment to Charles, that he did not, afler his defeat 
at Worcester, follow ah exiample more dassical '&£tn inviting. 



^ote VI. 

These virtuous Galba in a stranger sought, 
And Pisb to adopted empire brought, — -r. 35. 

Galba adopted Piso iFrugi Licinianus as 'his i^uddBflsor' ik tiie 
empire. He was a stranger to his blood, and onlyendeiired io 
him by his good qualities. Tacitus puts these words in themout^ 
of Galba upon this occasion : *' Nunc me^ deorum honuhampie 
consensu, ad imperium vocatum, preclara indoles tua, et amor pa^ 
trice impulit, ut prineipatum, de quo majores nostri armis certa^ 
bant, bello adeptrts, outescenti offeram ; exemplo divi Augusti, qui 
sororisjilium Marcellum, dein generum Agrippam, mox nepotes suos, 
postremo Tiberium Neronem privigHumf in proximo siot Jastigio, 
coUocavit. Sed Augustus in domq successprem.qucesivit, ego in re* 
publico : non quia propinquos aut socios belii:non hubeam ; sed ne-* 
que ipseHmperium amoUione acceSsi, etjudicii met documenium sit 
mn fk&as tantnm necessitudines quos ttbi postpostd sedet tua"^-^ 
Lib. L Hiitortatufn, tap. it v. 

Note VII. 

Allot tVorc*ster but the honour lost.'^F.S2. 

Thiaf is in'imitation of the fataous letterwhidh'Frahcis ihel^irst 
of France Wrbte tD his mother afterthe brittle of Pavia : ''' "Ma- 
dam, all is lost except our honour." That of Charles II. certainly 
was not lost at Worcester. He gave many marks of personal cou- 
rage, and was only hurried off the field by the torrent of fugitives. 

8 
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He hahed a large body of horse, and implored them to return, 
and but look upon the enemy : yet, though he adyanced at their 
heady they all deserted him but a few of his immediate attend- 
ants. 

Note VIIL 

Shaded by a eovenafOing Leagues vast powers. 
As holy and as catkoHc as ours. — P. S3. 

The parallel between the Frendi League and the Covenant 
had already oocnrred to Dryden as a proper subject for the stage; 
for, in the first year after the Restoration, he wrote several aoenes 
of *' The Duke of Guise," though it was not finished or acted 
tai lof^ afterwards. See VoL VII. p. 137. 

Note IX. 

WUh algaf who the sacred altar Mrews ? 

To all the sea-gods Charles an offering owes : 

A bull to tliee, Poriunus, shall be slain ; 

A lamb to you^ ye tempests of the main. — P. 34. 

The ceremonies of classical antiquity^ observed by those who 
escaped from shipwreck, are here det^ed. The alga, or sea- 
weedy sprinkled on the altar, alluded to the cause of their sacri- 
fice. Portunus, otherwise called Portumnus, was a sea-god of 
some reputation. The Greeks called him Palaemon, which was 
formerly his earthly name. He is mentioned by Virgil : 

Et Pater ipse, manu tnagndf Portunut euntem 
JmpulU. iEnddos, lib. y. 

NoteX. 

Booth's forward valour only served to show, 
He durst that duty pay, we all did 09t;e.— P. 34. 

Upon the death of Cromwell, in l659, the fetvaliers resolved 
upon a general rising ; but their intentions being betrayed by 
Sir Richard Willis, the insurrection only took place at Chester, 
which was seized by Sir George Booth and Sir William Middle- 
ton. They ventured imprudently into the open field to face 
Lambert, by whom they were totally routed ; so that the royal 
party in £ngknd never seemed to lie under such total dejH^s- 
sion, as when it was about to triumph over all opposition. 
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Note XI. 

It shuns the mint, like gold that chemists make^-^F, S5, 

It is said^ believe who list^ that the ingenious Mr Robert Boyle 
invented a metal, which had all the properties of gold, except 
malleability. 

Note XII. 



That polluted nest. 



Whence Legion twice before was dispossest, — P. 35, 

Alluding to Ciromweirs dissolution of the Long Parliament, 
with the memorable words, '' Ye are no longer a parliament ; I 
tell you, ye are no longer a parliament ; the Lord has done with 
you." General Harrison then pulled the speaker from the chair; 
and Worsley, with two file of musketeers, expelled the refractory 
members, Cromwell loading each of them with personal revilings. 
When the house was cleared, he, with great composure, locked 
the doors, and took the key home in his pocket. Legion was a 
second time dispossessed by the same kind of exorcism^ when the 
House of Commons was occupied by that extraordinary assem- 
bly, usually called, from the^ name of a distinguished member, 
" Praise God Barebone*s Parliament." This motley assembly of 
crazy fanatics, having shewn some disposition to extend the reign 
of the saints, in a manner rather inconsistent with Cromwell's 
views of exclusive domination, were suddenly dissolved by him. 
A remnant, headed by the frantic enthusiast Harrison, continued 
to sit till their deliberations were interrupted by White with a 
party of soldiers, who demanded, " what they did there ?"-— ^< We 
are seeking the Lord,'* answered they. — ** Then go seek him 
elsewhere," rejoined the commander ; ** for to my knowledge he 
has not been here these many years." Or Dryden may have re- 
ferred to the terms upon which Cromwell parted with his last 
parliament ; to whom he swore, by the living God, they should 
not sit an hour longer, and calling upon the Lord to be judge 
between them, (to which many members answered. Amen,) turn- 
ed them about their business. Indeed, when we consider, that 
the Long Parliament was, after Cromwell's death, restored and 
cashiered more than once, the line might have more properly run. 

Whence Legion oft before was dispossess'd. 
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Note XIII. 

And, aa devouter Turks Jirgt mtm ibeir souls 

To partf b^ore ihej^ (asie forbidden bowl^.-^F, 36. 

When ft Turk is disposed to transgress the precept of tlie Ko- 
ran, by drinking wine^ he requests the favour of his soul to go 
into some retired comer of his body^ in order to avoid contami- 
nation from the horrible potion. 

Note XIV. 

Thw Sforza, cursed with a ioojertile brain. 

Lost Ih^ his toiles the power his wit did gaeit.— P. S& 

This mbtle politician was Lodovico» son of Francisco Sfbraa. 
He was one of the most restless and intriguing spirits, that Italy, 
the mother of political genius, has ever produced. His natural 
brother, Francisco Sforza, had acquired, by marriage, the duchy 
of Milan, which he left to his son Giovanni Galeazzo Sfbtaa. 
LodovioOy under pretence of acting as his nephew's tutor, took 
into his own hands the supreme power ; and, tired of governing 
tinder the name of another, at length deposed and murdered tte 
joung duke. In order to secure himself in his usurped domina* 
iion, he invited the French into Italy, which they over-ran and 
conquered under Charles VII i. He became soon susptraous of 
these too powerful id lies, and leagued with the Venetians to cut 
4iirthe retreat of the French (rem Naples. In I594t, he mad* a 
pretended peace with Charles ; and, in the year following) invited 
tnto Italy tne £mper<Mr Maximilian, by whose assistance he hoped 
to seeure himself in Pisa, of which he had taken possession, and 
to conquer ^he Florentines, with whom he was at war. In aH 
these, and many other ambiguous and versatile transactions, Sforza 
was so happy, that be used to call himself the Son of Fortune, bb 
hewastermed byothers the Moor, firom his darkcomp]ection,aciite 
genius, and cruel disposition. But, in 1599, Lewis XII., who bad 
ttretensions upon the dukedox^ of Milan, as the grandson of Va- 
lentine VisooDti, daughter of Giovanni Galeazzo, Duke of Milftft, 
invaded the Milanese territory with a force which Sforza was un- 
able to resist, and compelled him to fly into Germany with his 
treasiTces* Ip 1600, S^rz^ agaio returned to Italy at the head of 
an army of Swiss mercenaries, and repossessed himself of Milan, 
Como, and other places of importance. The Swiss, however, mu- 
tinied at Novara, and not only refused to fight in his behalf, but 
even to guard him to a place of security. As these unworthy 
Helvetians had made a private convention with the French, they 
permitted them to seize the person of Sforza, who was discoverea 
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among the ranks of his faithless mercenaries, dressed and armed 
like a private Swiss soldier ; a lamentable instance of the incon* 
stancy of fortune. He was carried prisoner to France^ where he 
ended his days in prison^ A. D. l608. 

Note XV. 

Henceforth their fougue must spend at lesser rate. 
Than in Us flames to wrap a nation* s fate / 
Suffefd to tivey they are like Helots set, 
A virtuous shame wtthin us to beget. — P. 36. 

Those persons, who had sat in any illegal high court of justice, 
widi a few others, were, at the RestoiBtion, dedared incapable of 
bearing any public office. In expres^ng their violent spnrit, ovnr 
author uses the unnecessary Galndsm Jbugue, although it might 
have been as well described by the English j^r^. Thus dis- 
qualified, the poet compares these republicans to the Spartan 
slaves, made drunk to excite the contempt of the youth for that 
degrading vice, fiy the by, Dryden's kinsman. Sir Gilbert 
Fleering, was among the persons so incapacitated. 

NoteXVL 

*Tfvas this produced the joy, that hurried o'er 

Such swarms of English to the neighbouring shcre.'^F^ 37* 

" Sevend persons now came to Breda, not as heretof(»<e to Co- 
logne and to Brussells, under disguises, «tkd in fear of being dis- 
oovcred, but with bare faces, and the pride and vanity to be taken 
notice of, to present their duty to the kmg ; some being employ- 
ed to procure pardons for those who thought themselves in dan- 
ger, and to stand in need of them ; others brought good presents 
m English gold to the king, diat their names, and the names of 
their friends who sent themi, might be remembered among the 
first who made demonstrations of their affections that way to his 
4aaaje8ty, by supplying his necessities ; which had been discon- 
tinued for many years, to a degree that cannot be believed, and 
4Hight not to be remembered." Clarkndok, Vol. III. Part. II. 
p. 766. " In the meiai time, Breda swaraned with English ; a 
multitude repairing thither from all other places, as well as Lon- 
don, with presents, and protestations, how much they had longed 
and prayed for this blessed change, and magnifying their suffer- 
ings under the late tyrannical government, when some of them 
had been zealousinstrumentsand promoters of it** Ibidem, p. 767. 
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Note XVII. 

Schevelines barren shore.'^P, 37. 

A small village near the Hague, at which Charles embarked 
on his joyful voyage. 

Note XVIir. 

Holland to regret a hing.'-^'?. 37* 

The States not only maintained Charles in royal splendour du- 
ring his residence at Breda, and at the Hague, but loaded him with 
valuable gifts at his departure, particularly a bed worth L.IOOO, 
and linen valued at L.1000 ; both which articles his hardships 
had taught him to value, by sad experience of the want of them. 

Note XIX. 

The Nasebi/, now no longer EnglantTs shames 
But better to be lost in Charles his name, — P. 37. 

When the English fleet came on the coast of Holland, the Duke 
of York took possession of it, as Lord High Admiral. " After 
he had spent the day there in receiving information of the state 
of the fleet, and a catalogue of the names of the several ships, 
his Highness returned with it that night to the king, that his 
majesty might make alterations, and new christen these ships, 
which too much preserved the memory of the late governors, and 
of the republic." — Clarendon. The Naseby was too odious a 
name to be preserved,, and it was changed to the Royal Charles, 
and the Swiftsure to the James. The Royal Charles fell into the 
hands of the Dutch^at the surprise of Chatham. 

Note XX. 
Great Gloster's weight* — P. 37- 



Henry of Oatlands, Duke of Glocester, third son of Charles 
I. He embarked on this occasion with his brother, by whom he 
was dearly beloved. He died of the small-pox on the 13th Sep- 
tember following, deeply and generally lamented. 

Note XXI. 

// is no longer motion cheats yourvew 
As you meet it, the land approacheth you : 
The land returns, and, in the white ft wears, 
The marks of penitence and sorrow bears,-^P, 38. 

Johnson remarks, that this extraordinary piece of complaisance 
in the land is not without a predecent. A French poet read to 
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Malherbe some verses/ in which he mentioned the kingdom of 
France as advancing to meet the king. " Though this happened 
in my time," observed the critic, " it is strange I should not 
remember it." In the next couplet, Albion does penance in a 
sheet, because her cliffs are chalky ; had they been black, she 
would have been in mourning of course* But the civility of such 
inanimate objects^ according to the poets of this^eign, was truly 
wonderful, considering theur present insensibility. In a poem, 
*' On the Arrival of her Royal Highness, and Happy Marriage to 
the Most Illustrious Prince James Duke of York, j&c. \6lfS," not 
only do dolphins dance about the vessel, but, yet more surprising, 

Wheu first she laundiM, the ambitious waves no more 

Would kiss the lips of the forsaken shore ; 

But, proud of such rich freight, began t* aspire. 

As if they'd quench the elemental fire~: 

So that philosophers since scarce agree, " 

Whether the earth or ocean highest be. 

The trembling compass had forgot to stir. 

Instead o*the north pole, pointing stfll at her; 

At which the pilot wonders, till he spies 

Two north poles culminant at once,>->her eyes. 

Note XXII. 

Thus, when the Almighty woM lo Moses give 

A sight qfaUhe could beheld and live; 

A voice before his entry did proclaim. 

Long suffering, goodness, mercy, in His name, — P. S6. 

*^ And he said. Thou shalt not see my fiice : for there shall no 
man see me and live. 

** And the Lord said. Behold there is a place by me, and thou 
shalt stand upon a rock ; 

*' And it shall come to pass, When my glory cometh by, that 
I will put thee into a clift of the roek, and will cover thee with 
my hand while I pass by ; 

** And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back 
^arts, but my face shall not be seen." Exodus, Chap, xxxiii. 
verses 20, 21, 22, 23. 

" And the Lord descended in the doud, and stood with him 
there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 

'^ And the Lord passed before him, and proclaimed. The Lord, 
the Lord God merciful and gracious, long suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth.'* Exodus, Chap, xxxiv. verses 5, 6. 
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Note XXIII. 

Your fM}wer to justice doth submit yow cause. 
Your goodneu only is above the /anv.-— P. 3& 

Bv the dedaratioii of King Charles IL, dated at Breda, 14Ch 
April, 1660, a free pardon was promised to all subjects, of what 
d^g^ree or Quality soever, for their share in the late Civil Wsat, ex- 
cepting only such as should hereafler be excepted by PaiHament* 
The House of Peers, irritated by their sufferings during the la^ 
troubles, were disposed to make very general exceptions from the 
proposed indemnity. But the king came in person to the hous^ 
and beseeched them, in the most affecting terms, to extend the 
benefit of the bill to nil who had not been the immediate instru- 
nients of his father's death. Upon which principle the *' Act of 
Oblivion" was constructed accordingly. Even among the judges 
of his father, the king distinguished Ingoldsby, and others, as fit 
objects of mercy. Thus the law's rigid letter, as pronounoed by 
him, was '' softer made." 



Note XXIV. 
Horn shall I speak of that triumphant day. 
When you renew' d the expiring pomp of May I 
A month that owns an interest tn your name ; 
You and the flowers are its peculiar claim,^^^F» 37* 

Charles II. was bom on the 29th of May, 1630, and upon the 
same day of the same month, 166O, he *^ renewed the expiring 
pomp of May," by making his triumphal entry into his metropolis, 
for the purpose of resuming the throne of his forefathers. The 
immense crowds which assembled to witness an event, whidi was 
to close the wounds of civil discord, seemed, says Clarendon, as 
if the whole kingdom had been gathered together. For a ftill 
account of his triumphant procession, with the doth of gold, and 
cloth of silver, velvet cloaks, gold chains, kettie-drums, trumpets, 
and common council-men, see Baker's Chronicle. One part of the 
show was particularly striking to the actors in the late commo- 
tions : " I must confess," says the republican Ludlow, '^ it was 
a strange sight to me, to see the horse that had formerly belonged 
to our army, now put upon an employment, so different from Uiat 
which they had at first under^en ; especially when I considered^ 
that, for the most part, they had not been raised out of the meanest 
of the people, and without distinction, as other armies had been ; 
but that tney consisted of such as had engaged themselves from 
a spirit of liberty, in defence of their rights and religion*" 
Ludlow's Memoirs, Vol. III. p. 16. 
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Note XXV. 

That star, that at your birth shone out so bright. 
It stain' d the duller sun's meridian Ugkt, 
Did once again its potent Jire renew.'-^F. 37* 

Thqre was a star visible on CharW birth-day^ 29tli May, 1 600; 
a drcumstanoe much dwdlt upon, by his party, durinff the Civil 
Wars. LiUy, the astrologer, idio embraced the cause of the Como 
monwealth, assures us, it was nothing more than the planet Veniis, 
which is sometimes visible in the day-time ; and truly, if we judge 
of the matter by its influence on the merry monarch, Venus has 
the best title to be held the dominant power at his nativity. 
Lilly also repeats the following lines, presented to Charles I. (by 
the astrologer himself, I suppose;,) when he went to St Paul's, to 
return thanks for the birtii of his sen : 

Hex M PaulUtku acceuitygriUut ad arot^ 

ImmicuU medio lucidajteUajMlo: 
Die divina mVU tractatu anigmata cteHf 

HcBC orient wbit quid Hbi tteUa velit 9 
Magnus in ocdduo frincept modo natcitur orhe, 

Moxgue suh ecHpH regno orientis enmU 

Lu.lt'8 Monarchy, or no MonarcSiy. 

Our author seems to allude to this star in the '^ Duke of 
Guise," where, speaking literally of Henry III., but covertiy of 
Charles II., he makes Melanax say. 



>He cannot be depoaecL 



He may be killed 4 a violent tate attends him, 
Bttt at his birth there shone a regal star. 

VoLVn.p.74. 

A poetical follower of Monmouth introduces the Duke of 
York murmuring against tiie good fortune ai his brotiier, and 
daiming, 

Cmse on that planet, whose benignant nnr 
Gilds the bright pavement^ the Milky Way^ 
And is so good, so influential 
To the great master of the Milky Hall. 

The same star, it would seem, was again visible In l660. 

Note XXVI. 
And as old Time his offspring swaUotved donm.'^P. 87. 
TheiniiiQtes, hours, days, and other subdivisions of time, may 
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be accounted his children^ which he is fancifully said to devour^ 
as he passes over them. 

Note XXVII. 

And France, thai did an exiles presence/ear* — P. 37* 

Charles was obliged to leave France^ less because his presence 
W98 feared in itself^ than the displeasure of Cromwell, for affording 
him shelter. 



TO 

HIS SACRED MAJESTY, 

A 

PANEGYRIC ON HIS CORONATION. 



The ceremony of Charles the Second's coronation was deferred 
until the year succeeding his Restoration^ when it was solemnized 
with extreme magnificence, on the 22d April, 1661, being St 
George's day. Cnarles 'moved from the Tower to Whitehall, 
through a series of triumphal arches, stages, and pageants, all of 
which presented, at once, the joy and wealth of his people before 
the eyes of the monarch. The poets, it may readily be believed, 
joined in the general gratulation ; but, from the rudeness of their 
style, and puerility oftheir conceits, Charles, whose taste was un- 
doubted, must have soon distinguished our author's superior 
energy of diction, and harmony of language. In most respects 
wie may consider this piece as written m the style of the preoe^r 
ding, yet with less affectation of witty and far-fetched allusion. 
The description of the spring, beginning, '* Now our sad ruittt 
are removed i^m sight," is elegantly fancied^ and so smoothly 
expressed, that even the flow of the language seems to mark the 
mild and delightful influence of the season it describes. Much 
quaintness remains to be weeded out. The name of the king is 
sent on high, wrapped soft and warm in musdc, like flames on 
the wings of incense ; and, anon, music has found a tomb in 
Charles, and lies drowned in her own sweetness ; while the fra- 
grant scent, begun firom the royal person, and confined within the 
hallowed dome, flies around and descends on him in richer dew. 
Above all, we are startled to hear of 

A queen, near whose chaste womb, ordain'd by htt» 
The souls of kings unborn for bodies wait. 

Neither, if we read (with the first edition) ^om instead oineavf 
is the intelligibility, or decorum of the passage much improved. 
If any of the souls of those unborn moiiarchs waited for bodies 
from Queen Catherine, they waited long in vain. But with all 
these defectSf there is in this little piece that animation of lan^ 
gnage and idea, which always affords the most secure promise of 
genms. / 

The first edition is printed for Henry Herringman, l66l. 



TO HIS 

SACRED MAJESTY, 

A 

PANEGYRIC 

ON 

HIS CORONATION. 



In that wild deluge where the world was drown'd. 
When life and sin one common tomb had founds ' 
The first small prospect of a rising hill 
With various notes of joy the ark did fill : 
Yet when that flood in its own depths was drown'd. 
It left behind it false and slippery ground ; 
And the more solemn pomp was still deferred. 
Till new-born nature in fresh looks appeared. 
Thus, royal sir, to see you landed here, 
Was cause enough of triumph for a year : 
Nor would your care those glorious joys repeat^ 
Till they at once might be secure and great ; 
Till your kind beams, by their continued stay. 
Had warm'd the ground, and call'd the damps away. 
Such vapours, while your powerful influence dries^ 
Then soonest vanish when they highest rise. 
Had greater haste these sacred rites prepared. 
Some guilty months had in your triumphs shared ;* 

♦ Note I. 
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But this untainted year is aU your own. 
Your glories may without our crimes be shown. 
We had not yet exhausted all our store, 
When you refresh'd our joys by adding more : 
As heaven, of old, dispensed celestial dew. 
You gave us manna, and still gave us new. 

Now our sad ruins are removed from sight. 
The season too comes fraught with new delight : 
Time seems not now beneath his years to stoop, 
Nor do his wings with sickly feathers droop; 
Soft western wiilds waft o'er the gaudy spring, 
And open'd scenes of flowers and blossoms bring, 
To grace this happy day, while you appear. 
Not king of us alone, but of the year. 
All eyes you draw, and with the eyes the heart ; 
Of your own pomp yourself the greatest part. 
Loud shouts the nation's happiness proclaim. 
And heaven this day is feasted with your ilame. 
Your cavalcade the fair spectators view. 
From their high standings, yet look up to you. . 
From your brave train eadb singles out a prey. 
And longs to date a conquest from your day. 
Now charged with blessings while you seek repose. 
Officious slumbers haste your eyes to close ; 
And glorious dreams stand ready to restore 
The pleasing shapes <>f all you saw before. 
Next to the sacred temple you are led. 
Where waits a crown for your more sacred head. 
How justly from the church that crown is due. 
Preserved from ruin, and restored by yoii ! , 
The grateful choir tl^eir harmony employ, . 
Not to make greater, but more solemn joy. 
Wrapt soft and warm your name is sent on high. 
As flames do on the wings of incense fly. 
Music herself is lost ; in vain she brings 
Her choicest notes to praise the best of kings : 
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Her melting strains in you a tomb have found. 
And lie like bees in their own sweetness dvown'cL 
He, that brought peace, all ^ discord could atone^ 
His name is music of itself alone. 
Now while the sacred oil anoints your head. 
And fragrant scents, begun firom you, are spread 
Through the large dome, the people's joyful sound. 
Sent back, is still preserved in hallowed ground ; 
Which in one blessing mix'd descends on you. 
As heighten'd spirits fall in richer dew. 
Not that our wishes do increase your store ; 
Full of yourself you can admit no more. 
We add not to your glory, but employ 
Our time, like angels, in expressing joy. 
Nor is it duty, or our hopes alone. 
Create that joy, but full fruition. 
We know tnose blessings, which we must possess. 
And judge of future by past happiness. 
No promise can oblige a prince so much 
Still to be good, as long to have been such. 
A noble emulation heats your breast. 
And your own fame now robs you of your rest 
Gropd actions stiU must be maintained with good, 
As bodies nourished with resembling food. 
You have already quench'd sedition's brand ; 
And zeal, which burnt it, only warms the land. 
The jealous sects, that dare not trust their cause 
So far from their own will as to the laws. 
You for their umpire and their synod take. 
And their appeal alone to Ciesar make.f 
> Kind heaven so rare a temper did provide, 
That guilt repenting might in it confide. 



mm^a. 



* The first edUion reads and for aU. t Note II. 
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Among our crimes oblivion may be set ; 
But 'tis our king's perfection to forget. 
Virtues unknown to these rough northern climes. 
From milder beavensyou bring,without their crimes. 
Your calmness does no after-storms provide. 
Nor seeming patience mortal anger hide. 
When empire first from families did spring. 
Then every fiither govem'd as a king ; 
But you, that are a sovereign prince, allay 
Imperial power with your paternal sway. 
From those great cares when easeyour soul unbends. 
Your pleasures are designed to noble ends ; 
Bom to command the mistress of the seas, 
Yourthoughtsthemselvesinthatblue empire please. 
Hither in summer evenings you repair. 
To taste the fraischeur of the purer air : 
Undaunted here you ride, when winter raves. 
With Csesar's heart that rose above the waves. 
More I could sing, but fear my numbers stays ; 
No loyal subject dares that courage praise. 
In stately fiigates most delight you find,* 
Where well-drawn battles fire your martial mind« 
What to your cares we owe, is learnt from hence. 
When even your pleasures serve for our defence. 
Beyond your court flows in the admitted tide,t 
Where in new depths the wondering fishes gUde. 
Here in a royal bed the waters sleep ; 
When tired at sea, within this bay they creep. 
Here the mistrustful fowl no harm suspects,! 
So safe are all things which our king protects. 
From your loved Thames a blessing yet is due. 
Second alone to that it brought in you ; 
A queen, near whose chaste womb, ordain'd by fate. 
The souLs of kings unborn for bodies wait. 



Note III. t NQte IV. J Note V. 

9 
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It was your love before made discord cease : 
Your love is destined to your country's peace. 
Both Indies,* rivals in your bed, provide 
With gold or jewels to adorn your bride ; 
This to a mighty king presents rich ore. 
While that with incense does a god implore. 
Two kingdoms wait your doom ; and, as you choose. 
This must receive a crown, or that must lose. 
Thus from your Royal Oak, like Jove's of old. 
Are answers sought, and destinies foretold. 
Propitious oracles are begg'd with vows. 
And crowns that grow upon the sacred bougbs.f 
Your subjects, while you weigh the nation's fate. 
Suspend to both their doubtful love or hate. 
Choose only, sir, that so they may possess 
With their own peace their chil^en's happiness. 



* Spuin and Portugal, both desiraiis to ally themselves 
CKarles by marrii^e. 
t Note VI. 



NOTES 
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Note I. 

Same guUiif months had in your triumphs shared* 

After the Restoration, several of the reeiddes were condemn^ 
ed to death ; but the king, with uDexam{ued lenity, remitted the 
capital punishment of many of those deep offendfers. Only six 
of the king's judges were executed ; and, when to that number 
are added, the fanatic Peters, who compared the sufPering mo« 
narch to Barabbas, Coke, the solicitor, who pleaded against 
Charles on his mock trial, and Hacker, who commanded the 
guard, and brutally instigated, and even compelled them, to cry 
ror execution, we have the number of nine, who suffered for a 
fact, the most enormous in civilized history, till our age produ- 
ced a parallel. There was also an insurrection of the fierce and 
hot-brained sect of fanatics, who called themselves fiflh-monar- 
chj men, and devoutly believed, that the Millennium, and the 
reign of the^ saints, was about to begin. Willing to contribute 
their share to this happy consummation, these enuiusiastSj head- 
ed by the fanatic Venner, rushed into the streets of London ; 
and, though but sixty in number, were not overpowered without 
long resistance, and much bloodshed. These incidents> Dryden^ 
always happy in his allusions to the events of the day^ assigns as 
a reason for deferring the coronation to an untainted year. Per- 
haps* however, he only meant to say, that, as Charles was not 
restored till May, 1660, the preceding months of that year were 
unworthy to share in the honouri which the coronaticm would 
have conferred upon it. 
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Note II. 



The jealous sect s 

You for their umpire and their synod take. 
And their appeal alone to Ccesar make. 

The conferences held at Savoy House, betwixt the presbyte* 
rians and the bishops, excited hopes among those who did not 
understand the tejpper of theological controversy, that these two 
powerful divisions of the protestant church might be reconciled 
to each other. The quakers, anabaptists, and ower inferior sects, 
applied) by petitions and humble addresses, to the kiog, to be 
permitted to worship God, according to their consciences. I'hus, 
the whole modelling of ecclesiastical matters seemed to be in the 
hands of the king. 

Note III. 

In stately Jrigates most delight you find, 

Charles the Second had a strong mechanical genius, and un- 
derstood ship-building, in particular, more completely than be- 
came a monarch, if it were possible that a king of England could 
be too intimately acquainted with what concerns the bolwark of 
hiK empire. The king's skill in matters of navigadcMi is thus cf 
l^rated by the author of a Poem upon his Majes^a Coroia- 
tion, the 22d April, 1661, being St George's day* 

The aeainan's srt, and hk great end oommerce* 
Through Sll the corDers of the universe, 
Are not alone the subject of your care, 
&«t your ddight, and you their polur-star ; 
And even mechanic aits do find fVom you, 
Both entertainment and impiorement too. 

• 

Note IV. 

Beyond your court fiows in the admiUed tide. 

By the improvements made by Charles the Second on St 
James's Park, there was a connection made with the river, whidi 
Waller has cdebrated in these lines, as a work of superior merit 
to founding a city. 

Instead of rivers rolling by the side 
Of Eden*s garden, here flows in the tide. 
The sea, which always served his empire, now 
Pays tribute lo our prince's pleasure too. 
Of famous dtiea we the founders know. 
But rivers old as seas, to which they go, 
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Aipt natareV bountv : 'tk of more re&own» 
To rnnke a riyev, than to build a town. 

On St JdmesU Park, as tatety improved by Hit Majetiy. 

NoteV. 
Here the mistruHfiilJbtd no harm suspects. 

The canal in St James's Park formed a decoy for water-fowl, 
with which it was stocked. This circumstance, like the former^ 
is noticed by Waller : 

Whilst over head a flock of new-sprung fowl 
Hangs in the air, and does the sun controul. 
Darkening the air, they hover o'er, and shrowd 
The wanton sailors with a feather'd doud. 

The water-fowl, thus celebrated, were particular favourites of 
the King, who fed them with his own hand. His affection for his 
dogs and ducks is noticed in many a libel. 

Note VI. 

Thus from your Royal Oak, like Jove*s tfold, 
Are answers sought^ and destinies foretold; 
Propitious oracles are begg'd with vows, 
And crowns that grow upon the sacred boughs. 

This is in allusion to a device exhibited over the triumphal arch> 
in Leadenhall street, through which the King passed in his way 
£rom the Tower to Whitehall, on the day of his coronation. Be- 
hind a picture of the King appeared, deciphered in a large table, 
** the Royal Oak, bearing crowns and sceptres, instead of acorns ; 
amongst the leaves in a label 

Miraturque lyyvatfrondes et non sua poma. 

As designing its reward, for the shelter it afforded his Majesty, 
after the fight at Worcester/'* These devices were invented by 
John Ogilby, gent., to the conduct of whom the poetical part of 
the coronation, as it is termed, in his writ of privilege, was solely 
entrusted. The same fancy is commemorated, by the author of 



* Ogilhy's relation of his Majesty's entertainment passing through the cttj of 
London to his poconation. 
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NOTES ON THE PANEGTItlC, &C. 



'' Loyal Reflections on bis Majesty's Restontioni Pftitsessiaiii 
Coronation/' who thus apostrophises the Royal Oak : 

Th<m vegetative soul, whose gjLaty *tii and puide 

To suffer wounds, or sink, not to divide ; 

Whose branches Ogilby's rich fancy made 

Bear crowns for nuts, but thy best fruit was shade. 

When Charles lodged in thjr boughs, thou oonldst not want 

Many degrees to be a sensitive plant. 



and 



TO 

LORD CHANCELLOR HYDE, 

&c. 



The great statesman, to whom Dryden made this new-year's 
offerin^^ was the well known Earl of Clarendon, of whose admi- 
nistration Hume gives the following striking account : 

" Clarendon not only behaved with wisdom and justice in the 
office of chancellor ; all the counsels, which he gave the king, 
tended equally to promote the interest of prince and people. 
Ciharlest accustomed, in his exile, to pay enture deference to the 
judgment of this faithful servant, continued still to submit to his 
direction ; and for some time no minister was ever possessed of 
more absolute authority. He moderated the forward zeal of the 
royalists, and temperea their appetite for revenge. With the op- 
posite party, he endeavoured to preserve, inviolate, all the king's 
engagements. He kept an exact register of the promises which 
had been made, for any service ; and he employed all his indus-. 
try to fulfil them." 

Notwithstanding the merits of Clarendon, and our author'A 
prophecy in the following verses> that 



He had already wearied fortune 60» 

She could no longer he his friend or foe ; 

• 

this great statesman was doomed to be one of the numberless vic- 
tims to the uncertainty of court favour. His fall took place in 
1667 f when he was attainted and banished. The popular discon- 
tent was chiefly excited against him, by a groundless charge of 
corruption ; an accusation to which the vulgar lend a greedy and 
implicit &itht because ignorance is always suspicious, and low 
mindsy not knowing how seldom avarice is the companion of am- 
bition, conceive the opportunities of peculationJ to be not only 
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nuiperous^ but irresistibly tempting. Accordingly, the heroes of 
Athens, as well as the patriots of Rome» were usually stigma- 
tized with this crime; bare suspicion of which, it would seem, is 
usually held adequate to the fullest proof. Nor have instances 
been wanting in our own days, of a party adopting the saoae mode, 
to blacken the character of those, whose firmness and talents 
impeded their access to power and public confidence. 

In the address to the Chancellor, Dryden has indulged his in- 
genuity in all the varied and prolonged comparisons and conceitSf 
which were the taste of his age. Johnson has exemplified Dry- 
den's capacity of producing these elaborate trifles, by referring to 
the passage^ whicn compares the connection between the king and 
his minister to the visible horizon. '* It is/' says he, '' so suc- 
cessfully laboured, that thongh at last it gives the mind more per- 
plexity than pleasure, and seems hardly worth the study that i^ 
costs ; yet it must be valued, as the proof of a mind at once subtle 
and comprehensive." The following couplet, referring to the 
friendship of Charles 1. when in his distresses, for Clarendon, 
contains a comparison, which is eminently happy : 

Our setting sun, from his declining seat. 
Shot beams of kindness on you, not of heat 

In general, this poem displays more uniform adherence to the 
metaphysical style of Cowley, and his contemporaries, than oc- 
curs in any of Dryden's other compositions* May we not sup- 
pose, that, in addressing Clarendon, he adopted the style of those 
muses, with whom the Chancellor had conversed in hb earBsr 
days, in preference to the plainer and more correct taste, whicb 
Waller and Denham had begun to introduce ; but which, to the 
aged statesman, could have brought no recollection of wlmi be 
used to consider as poetrv ? Certain, at least, it is, that, to use 
the strong language of Johnson, Dryden never after ventured ** to 
bring on the anvil such stubborn and unmanageable thoaghta;" 
and these lines afford striking evidence, how the lever of gonial^ 
like that of machinery applied to material substances, can drag 
together, and compel the approximation of the most unsoci^hki 
ideas. Our admiration of both, however, is much qualified, when 
they are applied rather to make exhibition of their own powers, 
th^n for any better purpose. 
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TO 

THE LORD-CHANCELLOB HYDE. 

FBESEKTED OK N£W-Y£AB''s DAY> 166S, 



MY LORD, 

TVhile flattering crowds officiously appear 
To give themselves, not you, an happy year, 
And by the greatness of their presents prove 
How much they hope, but not how well they love,— 
The Muses, who your early courtship boast, 
^Though now your flames are with their beauty lost. 
Yet watch their time, that if you have forgot 
They were your mistresses, the world may not. 
Decayed by time and wars, they only prove 
Their former beauty by their former love ; 
And now present, as ancient ladies do; 
That, courted long, at length are forced to woo : 
For still they look on you with such kind eyes. 
As those, that see the Church's sovereign rise. 
From their own order chose, in whose high state 
They think themselves the second choice of fate. 
When oiu: great monarch into exile went. 
Wit and religion suffered banishment^ 
Thus once, when Troy was wrapp'd infiureandsmoke,. 
The helpless gods their burning shrines forsook ; 

VOL. IX. E 
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They witii the vanquished prince and party go. 
And leave their temples empty to the foe. 
At length the Muses stand, restored again 
To that great charge which nature did oidun ; 
And their loved druids seem revived by fiite» 
While you dispense the laws, and guide the stata 
The nation's soul, our monarch, does dispense^ 
Through VOU9 to U3 his vital influeqepr 
You are tne channel, where those spirits flow. 
And work them higher, as to us they go. 

In open prospect nothing bounds our eye. 
Until the earth seems join'd unto the sky : 
So in this hemisphere, our utmost view 
Is only bounded by our king and you ; 
Our sight is limited where you are join'd« 
And beyond that no farther heaven can find. 
So well your virtues do with his agree. 
That, though your orbs of different greatness Yje^ 
Yet both are for each otber^s use disposed. 
His to inclose, and yours to be inclosed : 
N6r could another in your room have been. 
Except an emptiness had come between. 
Well may he, then, to you his cares impart. 
And share his burden where he shares his heart. 
In you his sleep still wakes ; his pleasures find 
Their share of business in your lacx>uring mind. 
So, when the weary sun his place resigns. 
He leaves his light, and by reflection shines. 

Justice, that sits and frowns where public laws 
Exclude soft mercy from a private cause. 
In your tribunal most herself does please ; 
There only smiles, because she lives at ease ; 
And, like young David, finds her strength the more, 
When disincumber^d from those arms she wore. 
Heaven would your royal master should exceed 
Most in that virtue, which we most did need ; 



And blfl niUcl fether (who t»0 late , did fi^^ 
All mercy y^in but what with poww. was joIti*d) 
His fatal ^goodnesg left to fitter tirne^^ 
^Not to wQteaae^ but to abaolvQ pur erime« ? . 
But when the. heir lAf thiia tdiat Ufewur^ knew 
How li^ge ^ legacy wa9 1^ to you, 
(Too ^eat for aiiy* aubjeiat to retainj ' • : /. 
H^ lifTisely tied it to tlie icrowii agd^ . : */ 

Yet, passing through your hands, it gidtbers more. 
As streams, thrau^ tnine9» beairtin^ure of tbeir ota 
While empiric pcSiticdai^ii use deceit. 
Hide what they, give, amd cure but by a cheat ; . 
You boldly shew that gkill which they pretend^ 
And work by meaufii aa noble as your end ; 
Which should you veil, we might unwind the clu% 
As toen do nature, till we came to you. 
And, a3 the Indies were not found before 
Those rich perfumes, which, from the happy ^oire. 
The wmds upon their balmy wmgs convey'd. 
Whose guilty sweetness first their world betrayed ; 
So, by your counsels, we are brought to view, 
A ricti and undiscoveir'd world in you. 
By you our monarch does thtit fame assure^ 
Which kings must have, or cannot live secure : 
For prosperous princes gain their subjects' heart. 
Who love that praise in which themselves have part. 
By you he fits those subjects to obey. 
As heaven's eternal monardi does convey 
His power unseen, and man, to his designs. 
By his bright. mimsta*s, the stars, inclines. 
Our setting sun, from his declining seat. 
Shot beams of kindness on you, not of heat ; 
And, when his love was bounded in a few 
That were unhappy, that they might be true^ 
Made you the favourite of his last sad timely 
That isa sufierer in his subjects' crimes : 
Thus, those first favours you received^ w^are sent^ 
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Like Heaven's rewards^ in earthly punishment : 
Yet Fortune, conscious of your destiny, 
E*en then took care to lay you softly by. 
And wrapp'd your fate among her precious things^ 
Kept fresh to be unfolded with your king's. 
Bhewn all at once, you dazzled so our eyes. 
As new-bom Pallas did the gods surprise. 
When, sprin^g forth from Jove's new^<dosing 

wound, 
4Bhe struck the warlike spear into the ^und ; 
Which sprouting leaves did suddenly indose^ 
And peaceful olives shaded as they rose. 

How strangely active are the arts of peaoe. 
Whose restless motions less than war's do cease \ 
Peace is not freed from labour, but from noise ; 
And war more force, but not more pains employs. 
Such is the mighty swiftness of your mind. 
That, like the eartiii, it leaves our sense behind. 
While you so smoothly turn and roll our sphere^ 
That rapid motion does but rest appear* 
For, as in nature's swiftness, with the throng 
Of flying orbs while ours is borne along. 
All seems at rest to the deluded eye. 
Moved by the soul of the same harmony ; 
So, carried on by your unwearied care. 
We rest in peace, and yet in motion share. 
Let envy, then, those crimes within you see. 
From which the happy never must be free ; 
(Envy, that does with misery reside. 
The joy and the revenge of ruin'd pride.) 
Think it not hard, if, at so cheap a rate. 
You can secure the constancy of fate. 
Whose kindness sent what does their malice seem. 
By lesser ills the greater to redeem ; 
Nor can we this weak shower a tempest call. 
But drops of heat that in the sun-shine fall. 
You have already wearied Fortune so. 
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She cannot farther be your friend or foe J 
But sits all breathless, and admires to feel 
A fate so weighty, that it stops her wheeL 
In all things else above our humble fate. 
Your equd mind yet swells not into state. 
But, like i^m^ mountain in those hapt>y isles. 
Where in perpietual spring young nature smiles^ 
Your greatness shews ; no hbrrdr to affright, 
But trees for shade, and flowers to court the s^ht^ 
Sometimes the hill submits itself a while 
In ismall descents, which do its height beg^uile ; • ' 
And sometimes mounts, but so as billowst play. 
Whose rise not hinders, but makes short, our way* 
Your brow, which does no fear of thunder know,. 
Sees rolling tempests vainly beat bdow ; 
And, like Olympus* top, the impression wears 
Of love and friendship writ in former years- . 

Yet unimpaired with labours, or with time. 
Your age but seems to a new youth to dimb; 
Thus heavenly bodies do our time beget. 
And measure diange, but share no part of [t- . . 
And still it idhall without a weight increase^ • 
Uke this new^year, whose motions never cease< 
For, since the glorious course you have beguti , 
Is led by Charles, as that is by the sun. 
It must both weightless and immortal prove/ 
Because the centre of it is above*'' 
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SATIRE ON THE DUTCil. 

This Satire wasi ts^ the titles iDfomif ui^ written ii^ 1663 ; ptd^ 
bably towards the latter end of the year^ when Charles^ bayinir 
quarrelled with De Wit^ then at the head of the public affiiirs m 
Holland^ was endeavouring to pdtch up an union with France^ to 
which kingdom be was naturally partiaJ» agaidst the Sumifm, irhpn 
be hated, both as a republic, and an -association of .yu^ar mer- 
chants. The iinpolitic alliance did not then take place, notwith* 
staniding the sale of Dunkirk, (conquei'ed by the atthi of Crom- 
well,) to fVance, for L.iOO^OOO. Oki the contrary, ih^^^lOS^ fteaoe 
armed in defeqce of Holland. Bvl% this was coi^trarDr 'f o the ex- 
pectations and wishes of Charies; ax|dr acdordiiigy..JQrydfi), in 
l§62, alludes to the union of the twd crowns, ag^mst the $met 
as a probable event. • ? * 

The verses iiri} adapted to. the cdmpnehension of tb«:tiilg8f, 
whom they were intended to inflame. Bold invectitre,t ai|d.O€M|M 
raillery, supply the place of the wit and arguonent, wJibViHch 
Dnrden^ when the time fitted, knew so well how to arktirms ijaiiir^* 

Th&verses^ such as they are, appeared to the anHifbrMlFell dua- 
lified for the purpose intended ; for when, m 16?2> hii ttngM^/of 
*' Ambovna"wa8 brought forward* to exasperate the nation 9fgixafL 
Hollana, the following verses were almost literally woven into ihe 
Dirologue and epilogue of tha.t piece. See VoL V. pp*;ld. Vt. 
Nevertheless, as forming a link m our author's poeticiai p^Of^rm, 
the present Editor has imitated his predecefsors, ifi repmtiial; 
them among his satires and political pieces. 
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SATIEE ON f Hfi BUTCH. 



WRITTEN IN TH£ TSAE 166S. 



»f. 



As needy gallants/ in the scrivener's hands^ 
Court the rich knaves that gripe their mortgaged 

lands ; 
The fhrst fat buck of all the season's sent^ 
And keeper takes no fee in compliment ; 
'[the dotage of some Englishmen is such. 
To fawn on those who ruin tbem»-«-^the Dutdi. 
They shall have all, rather than make a war 
With those who of the same religion are. 
The Straits, the Guinea-trade, the herrings too ; 
Nay, to keep friendship, they shaU pickle you. 
Some are r^olved not to find out the cheat, 
fiut, cuckold-like, love them that do the feat. 
What injuries soe'er upon us fall, 
Yet still \he same religion answers all ;— 
fleligion wheedled us to civil war, 
iirew English blood, and Dutchmen's now would 

spare. 
Be guU'd no longer, for you'll find it true. 
They have no more religion, faith ! than you. 
Interest's the god they worship in their state ; 
And we, I take it, have not much of that. 
Well Monarchies may own religion's name ; 
But States are atheists in their very frame. 
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They share a sm ; and such proportions faU, 

That, like a stink, 'tis nothing to them all. 

Think on. their rapine, falsehood, cruelty. 

And that, what once they were they still would be. 

To one well-bom the afl^ont is worse and more. 

When he's abused and baffled by a boor. 

With an ill grace the Dutch their mischiefs do ; 

They've both ill nature and ill manners too. 

Well may they boast themselves an andent nation. 

For they were bred ere manners were in fashion ; 

And their new commonwealth hath set them free 

Only from honour and civility. 

Venetians do not more uncouthly ride^ 

Than did their lubber State mankind bestride ; 

Their sway became them with as ill a mien. 

As their own paunches swell above their chin. 

Yet is their empire no true growth, but hunciour. 

And only two kings' touch can cure the tumour^* 

As Cato fruits of Afric did display. 

Let us before our eyes their Indies lay. 

All loyal English will like him conclude, — 

Let Cassar live, and Carthage be subdued.f 



I ■ ■ » . 



* Alluding to the hoped-for union between France and Eng- 
land, and to the cure, by touching, for the Evil. : . ■' . 

t Cato is said to have laid before the Senate the fine 6gt of 
Africa, and to have reminded them, that the country whioh pro«-' 
duced these choice fruits was but three days' sail from Rome. Hfr 
used also to conclude every speech with the famous expression^ 
Deknda est Carthago. 



TO 

HER KOYAL HIGHNESS 

THE DUCHESS OF YORK, 

ON THE VICTOBY GAINED BY THE DUKE OVEE THE 

DUTCH, &C. 



Thb Duchess^ here addressed, was Anne Hyde^ daughter of 
the Earl ofCIarendon, anid first wife of James, Duke of York, 
afterwards James II. She appears to have been a woman of 
first-rate talents, as well as exemplary prudence. Of the last 
qualification she gave a singular proof, when her marriage with 
the Duke was declared. She had admitted James to her bed 
while abroad, under a solemn promise of marriage. Many en- 
deavoured to dissuade him from completing this unedual al- 
liance ; and that a motive, at least an apology, might be sup- 
plied for a retreat from his engagements. Lord Falmouth, Killi-* 
grew, and other courtiers, did not hesitate to boast of favours re- 
ceived from the lady. When the king's regard for his minister, 
and James's attachment to his betrothed wife, occasioned the 
confirmation of the marriage, these zealous witnesses found 
themselves in an unpleasing predicament, till the Duchess took 
an opportunity of assuring them, that she was far from harbour- 
ing the least resentment at the reports they had raised, since they 
bdieved them calculated to promote the interest of their mas- 
ter, and her husband.* It may be presumed, that Dryden had 
already attached himself to the fortunes of the Duke of York, 
since he so early addressed the princess, whose posthumous 
avowal of the Catholic faith he afterwards attempted to vindi* 
cate. 

The victory of the 23d June, 1665, was gained by the British 
fleet, commanded by the Duke of York, over the Dutch, under 



* See Memolres de Grammdnt, Chapitre VIII. for the Duchesses conduct to* 
wards these temoint a honnefartune, 06 Hamilton happily calts (hem. 
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the famous Opdam. It was^ like all naval actions betireen the 
English and the Dutch^ a fierce, obstinate, and bloody conflict. 
The fleets met near Harwich on the 2d June ; but the Dutch de- 
clined action upon that day, from a superstitious recollection 
that it was the anniversary of a dreadful defeat^ received from 
Blake and Monk in 1653, in which tliey lost their fiunous Ad- 
miral^ Von Tromp. But on the morning of the third, the fleets 
joined battle so near the shore, that the thunder of the combat 
was heard all along the English coast York and Opdam singled 
each other out, and lay alongside in close action, till the Dutch 
vessel (a second-rate) wlu blown up, And all on board perished. 
The Dutch fleet then dispersed and fled, losing nineteen ships 
sunk and taken, while the English lost only one. During this 
dreadful battle, the Duke of York displayed the greatest person- 
al courage. He was in the thickest of the fire, when 'one can- 
non-shot killed Lord Falmouth, Lord Muskerry, and Mr Boyley 
by his side, and covered him with the gore of the most faithful 
and attached companions of his fortune. Yet this day, the bright- 
est which ever shone on him, was not without a. cloud. When the 
Dutch fleet were ^(^attered, and an active pursuit was all that re- 
mained to the victors^ Brounker, a gentleman of the DukeV 
bed-chamber, commanded Sir John Harman, in the Duke's nam^ 
to slacken sail. James was then asleep, and the flimsy pretext 
olr not disturbing his repose, was set up as a Reason for this txuM 
untimely interference. The affair was never well explained. Th^' 
Duke dismissed Brounker from his service^ and a parliamentary 
investigation of his conduct took place.* But no adequate pu- 
nishment was inflicted ; and the nation saw, with displeasure, the 
fruits of a dear-bought and splendid victory lost by the unaa^ 
thorized interference of an officious minion. 

The Duchess, as we learn, amongst other authoritiest from an 
old libel, came down to Harwich to see her husband embsitk^ and 



« Even Hannan did not escape suspicion on this occasion. Marrdl ^vei the 
ibUotHag account of his examination before Parliament : 

** Yesterday Hannan was brought to the Houses to give an account of sladt* 
ening sail in the first victory. He had a very good reputation at his coming in ; 
but when be said, that Mr Bronkard only lued arguments, and justified the 
thing himself, saying, < That he had been a madman had he not done i^ ;* and 
other witnesses clearly contradicting this, and proving that Bronkard brought 
lam orders in the Duke*s name, he lost all credit with us ; and yet more, when» 
upon recollection, he confessed that Mr Bronkard did bring orders as from Ae 
Duke : so he is committed to the sergeant, and will doubtless be impeached. 
Both he and Mr Bronkard, who was also heard, will probably, on TuesC^y next, 
taste the utmost severity of the House." Axdrsw Marvell to the Matok 
or Hull. See Ms Works, VoL 1. p; 104. 
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afterwards made the triumphant progreaa to the norths which is 
here commemorated. The splendour of her reception at Har- 
wich is thus censured hj the Satirist : 

One thrifty ferry-boat, of mother-pearl, 
Sufficed of i)ld the Citherean girl ; 
Yet naTies are but fopperies, when here 
A tmaU sea mask^* and buih to court your dear : 
-* Three goddesses in one, Pallas for art, 

Venus for 9pof^ but ^nno in yocir heart. 
t O Duchess, if (hjrhtt^t&ltNnnpl^asniMn, 

Tis paid with interest in thy naval scene. 
Kerer^d ^emaB Ikfadc^ within the NUe^ . « 
So feMitKe lair ]fc|grp»aii^r6cMilei 
Nor the Venetian I>uke, with such a 9tate, 
The Adriatic marry i^ that rate.* 

« 

The poem itself is adapted to the capacity and taste of a lady; 
and, if we compare it with that which Drydeti had two years be- 
fore addressed to the Chancellor^ it strengthens^ I ^think^ very 
strongly the supposition, that the old taste of extravagant and 
over-laboured conceits, with which the latter abounds, was a style 
purposely adapted to gratify the great statesman to whom it was 
addressed^ whose taste must necessarily have been formed upon 
the ancicAt standard. : ThQ address, which follows^ is throughout 
easy and complimentary, much in the style of Waller, as appears 
from comparing it with that veteran bardfs poem on the same sub- 
ject. Althougn upon a sublime subject. Dry den treats it in the 
light most capable of giving pleasure to a fair lady ; and the jour- 
ney of the Duchess to the north is proposed as a theme^ nearly 
as important as the celebrated victory of her husibapd. . 

Accordingly Dryden himself teUs us, in the Introductory Letter 
to the ^' Annus Mirabilis,'' that, in these lines, he only ttfibcKed 
smoothness o^fnoasurd dnd softness of expression ; and. the vers^ 
themselves were originally introduced in that Letter, to.. vindicate 
the character ther^ given of them. 



• { 



TO 
HSa BOTAL HIGHKE8S 

THE DUCHESS, 

OK THE 

MElfORABLE VICTORY GAINED BY THE DUKE OVER 
THE HOLLANDERS^ JUNE THE Sd, 1665. 

▲NO ON 

HER JOURNEY AFTERWARDS INTO THE NORYH. 
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MADAM, 

When, for our sakes, your hero you resigned 
To swelling seas, and every faithless wind ; 
When you released his courage, and set free 
A valour fatal to the enemy ; 
You lodged your country's cares within your breast, 
(The mansion where soft love should only rest,) 
And, ere our foes abroad were overcome. 
The noblest conquest you had gain'd at home. 
Ah, what concerns did both your souls divide ! 
Your honour gave us what your love denied ; 
And 'twas for him much easier to subdue 
Those foes he fought with, than to part from you. 
That glorious day, which two such navies saw, 
As each unmatch'd might to the world give law. 
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Neptune^ yet ^oubtfiil whom he should obeyv 

Held to them both the trident of the sea. 

The winds were hush'd^ the waves in ranks were 

cast. 
As awfully as when God's people past; 
Thosei, yet uncertain on whose sails to blow, 
'These, where the wealth of nations ought to flow. 
Then with the duke yourHighness ruled the day r 
While all the brave did his command obey. 
The fair and pious Under you did pray. 
How powerful are chaste vows ! the wind and tide 
You bribed to combat on the English side* 
Thus to yoiu: much-loved lord you did convey 
An unknown succour sent the nearest way. 
New vigour to his wearied arms you brought, 
(So Moses was upheld while Israel fought)* 
While, from afkr, we heard the cannon play. 
Like distant thunder on a shiny day.f 
For absent friends we were ashamed to fear. 
When we consider'd what you ventured there. 
Ships, men, and arms, our country might restore. 
But such a leader could supply no more. 
With generous thoughts of conquest he did bum. 
Yet fought not more to vanquish than return. 
Fortune and victory he did pursue. 
To bring them, as his slaves, to wait on you : 
Thus beauty ravish 'd the rewards of fame. 
And the fair triumphed, when the brave overcame* 
Then, as you meant to spread another way 
By land your conquests, far as his by sea. 
Leaving our southern cUme, you march*d along 
The stubborn north, ten thousand Cupids strongs 
Like commons the nobility resort. 
In crowding heaps, to fill your moving court 
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To welcome yoUr iit>pro^ the vulgar jrun,. 
Like some new envoy from tbe diat^nt mn ; 
And country beauties by their lovers go^ 
Slessing themselves, and wondering fit %he show. 
So, when the new-*born Phoenix first ts 9t€fBp 
Her feather'd subjects all adore their queen. 
And, while she makes her p^rogress tbrou^.lhe esftst, 
~^tom every grove he)r numerous train's inpreiasec^ 

lach poet of the air her glory sings, 
JJLnd round him thepleasedaudiepcedapth^wipgi . 



NOTES 

ON 

THE PRECEDING POEM. 



Note I. 
So Moses was upheld while Israeljought. 

'^ And it came to pass^ when Moses held up his hand, that Is* 
rael prevailed ; and when he let down his hand^ Amalek prevail** 
^d. 

*' But Moses' hands were heavy^ and they took a stone^ and put 
it under him} and he sat thereon : and Aaron and Hur stayed up 
his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other 
side^ and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun* 

'* And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge 
of the sword." Exodus, chap. xvii. 11, 12, ISth versed. 

Note n. 

While fjrom afar, we heard the cannon play. 
Like distant thunder on a shiny day. 

The noise of the battle was distinctly heard at London, as ap- 
pears from the Introduction to our aunior's '^ Essay on Drama- 
tic Poetry," where the dialogue is supposed to pass in a baree, 
in which the speakers had^ embarked to hear nu>re distinctly, 
'* those undulations of sound, which, though almost vanishing 
before they reached them, seemed yet to retain somewhat of 
their first horror which they had betwixt the fleets." And, by 
the sound seeming to retire from them, Eugenius draws an omen 
of the enemy's defeat. This whole scene is imagined with so 
much liveliness, that we can hardly doubt Dryden was actually^ 
an ear-witness of the combat.^ 
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This is the first poem of any length which Dryden gave to the 
public. Formerly he had only launched out in occasional verses^ 
and^ in some instances^ on subjects of no prominent importance. 
He now spread a broader canvas^ and prepared to depict a more 
extensive and magnificent scene. The various incidents of an 
eventful war between two powerful nations^ who disputed the 
trident of the ocean, and the tremendous fire, which had laid 
London in ashes, were subjects which still contined to agitate 
the bosoms of his countrymen. These, therefore, he ventured to 
assume as the theme of his poem ; and his choice is justified by 
the effects which it yet produces upon the reader. 

There would have been no doubt, even had the author himself 
been silent, that he followed D'Avenant in the choice of the ele« 
giac stanzas, in which the Annus MirabiUs is composed. It is 
sounding and harmonious to the ear ; and perhaps Dryden still 
annexed to the couplet the idea of that harshness, which was so 
long its characteristic in the hands of our early English writers. 
But the four-lined stanza has also its pieculiar disadvantages ; and 
they are admirably stated by the judicious critic, who first turn- 
ed the Editor's eyes, and probably those of many others, on the 
neglected poem of** Gondibert."— '* The necessity of comprizing 
a sentence within the limits of the measure, is the tyranny of 
Procrustes to thought. For the sake of a disagreeable unifor- 
mity, expression must constantly be cramped or extenuated. In 
general, the latter expedient will be practised as the easiest ; and 
thus both sentiment and language will be enfeebled by unmean- 
ing expletives."* It is nevertheless true, that Dryden has very 
seldom sufiered his poem to languish. Every stanza presents us 
either with vivid description, or with some strong thought, which 
is seldom sufiered to glide into tenuity. But this structure of 
verse has often laid him imder an odd and rather unpleasing ne« 
cessity, of filling up his stanza, by coupling a similci or a moral. 



• Essay by Dr Aiken on the Heroic Poem of *' (jondibert.'* 
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expressed in the two last lines^ along with the fiict, whidi had 
been announced in the two first. When these ccimments, or fl-> 
lustrations* however good in themselves^ appear to be intmded 
upon the narrative or description, and not naturally to flow out 
of either^ they must be considered as defects in compodtion ; and 
a kind of versification, which compels frequent recurrence to audi 
expedients for filling up the measure, has a disadvantage, for 
which mere harmony can hardly compensate. In the passsffes 
which follow, there is produced a stiff and awkward kind of ba- 
lance between the story and the poet's reflections and iUustratiiHUi 

Lawson iimong the foremoit met his fiite. 
Wham sea-green Sirens from the rocks Umenti 

Thus as an offering for the Grecian state. 
He first was kilkd, who first to battle went. 



To nearest potts their shattered ships repair. 

Where by our dreadful eannon they lay awed $ 
80 reverently men quit the open air. 

Where thonder speaks the angry gods'abroad. 

(•ike hunted caestonfs conscious of iheir store. 

Their way Jaid wealth to Norway's coasts they bring 3 

There first the North's cold bosom sfnces bore. 
And winter brooded on the eastern spring. 

When^ after such verses^ we find one in which the author ex- 
presses a single idea so happily, as just to fill up the qmairahh the 
difference is immediately visible^ betwixt a simile easily and nih 
turally introduced^ and stanzas made up and levelled with whsjt 
a poet of those times would perhaps have ventured to eaU the 
travelkd earth of versification : 

And now four days the sun had seen our woes ; 

Four nights the moon beheld the incessant fire | 
It seem'd as if the stars more sickly rose, 

And farther from the fererish north redrqi 

Of all these difficulties our author seems to have been mwmn, 
from his preliminary epistle to Sir Robert Howard ; and it was 
probably the experimental conviction^ that they w^e oocasion- 
ally invincible^ which induced him thenceforward to desert the 
quatrain ; although he has decided that stanza to be more noble^ 
and of greater dignity^ both for the sound and number^ than any 
other verse in use among us. 

The turn of composition, as well as the structure of the vme^ 
is adopted from " Gondibert." But Dryden, more completely 
master of the English language, arid a writer of much more five* 
ly imagination and expression^ has^ in general, greatly exceeded 
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his master in oonoeiving and bringing out the far-fetched ideas 
and images, with whidk each has graced his poem. D'Avenant 
is often harsh and turgid, and the construction of his sentences 
extremely involved. Diyden has his obscui^, and even nnintel« 
ligible, passages ; but they arise firom the extravagance of the 
idea, not from want of power to express it For example, D'« 
AVttiant says. 

Near her seems erndfied that lucky thief, 
In heaven's dark lottery proBpenms more than wise. 

Who dzopp'd at last by chimce for heaven's rdief. 
And throngs undoes with Ik^ws by one drawn prize. 

We here perfectly understand the authoi^s meaniw, through his 
lumbering and unpoetical expression ; but, in the fol£>winff stanza. 
Dry den is unintelligible,^ because he had conceived an idea ap« 
proaching to noiisense, while the words themselves are both poet* 
ical and expressive : • 

Then we upon our globe's last verge shall go. 

And view the ocean leaning on the sky ; 
Prom thence our rolling neighbours we shall know, . 
. And on the lunar worid securely pry. ' 

In short, Dryden never fails in the power of elegant expres- 
fiion, till he ventures upon something whidi it is imposs^le to 
express. 

The love of conceit and point, that inveterate though decayw 
ing disease of the literature of the time, has not failed to infect 
the Annttf Mirabilis. That monstrous verse, in which the ex- 
tinction of the fire is described, cannot be too often quoted, both 
to expose the meanness of the image, and the confusion of the 
metaphor ; for it will be noticed, that the extinguisher, so un- 
happily conceived, is not even employed in its own mean office. 
The flames of London are first a tallow candle ; and secondly 
hawks, which, while pouncing on their quarry, are hooded with 
an extinguisher : 

An hollow crystal pyramid he takes, 

tn firmam^ntal. waters 4ipt above ; 
Of it a broad eaitinguisherhe makes. 

And hoods the flames that to their quarry drove. 

Passages also occur, in which, from the author's zealous desire 
to be technically minute, the style becomes low and vulgar. There 
is no doubt, that, as Dryden has observed, the proper terms of 
art may be not only jusUy, but with the h^^hest advanti^e, em« 
ployed in poetry ; but such technical phrases require to be se* 
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lected with ffreat judgment : they must bear idatkm to some 
striking and miporUmt object, or mej are mean and trivial; and 
they mufrt be at once generally intelligible, and more expressife 
in tnemselves than €irainary language, or ^ey are mmeceasarilj 
obscure and pedantic. Dryden has fiuled in both these poiots, 
.in his account of the repairs of the fleet.* Stanza 148, in parti- 
cular, combines the faults of meanness and unni 
from the affected use of the dialect of the dock-yard : 

Some the gallM ropes with dawby mtrHne biiid. 
Or seardoth masti with strong tarpawMng eoats s 

To try new shrouds one mounts into the wmd. 
And one bebw their ease or stiffiiess notes. 

Other examples might be produced of the &ults of this remark- 
able poem ; but it is time to say, that they are much overbalan- 
ced by its beauties. If Dryden is sometimes obscure, from the 
extravagance of his imaginaticm, or the far*fetched labour of his 
similes, and if his desire to use appropriate language has occa- 
sionally led him into low and affected minuteness, this poem ex- 
hibits a far greater number of instances of happy and judicious 
illustration, beautiful description, and sublime morality. The 
comparison of the secret .rise of the fire of London to the obscure 
birth of an usurper, is doubly striking, when we consider how 
closely the passage may be understood to bear reference to the 
recent dommation of the Protector, t I will not load these pre- 
liminary observations, by inserting the whole of the atrildng 
pasiuige, on the different manner in which the night, afrer the 
battle of the first of June, was passed on board the Englifth and 
Dutch fleets ; but certainly the fist stanza will not loae^hj being 
an hundred times quoted : 

In dreams they fearful precipices tread ; 

Or, shipwreck'd, labour to some distant shore ; 
Or in dark churches walk among the dead ; 

They wake with horror, and dare sleep no more. 

The verses, in which Prince Rupert and his enemy are compa- 
red to a greyhound and hare» afrer a course so desperate as to- 
tally to exhaust both, have been always considered as exquisitely 
beautiful, j: The description of the Loyal London partakes of the 



* See sUnza 146, and those which follow, 
t Stanzas 213, 314. 

X See stanzas 131, 13* I wish, howerer, our author had spared aTOuching 
hims^ to hare been eye-witness to so marrellous a chase. The *' so havt I seen.^ 
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b^AUtbsiand &idlt9 li^liich .aife di^ersQ^ ^^rough the poem, Na«. 
thing c$?Q, be niore:indjestU thflQ her despriptiony ^^ firing the air, 
with her sanguine streamers/' and ^^ riding upon her shadow iii 
flowing gold.'!' We lanietit^ that the weaver. should have be^i «o 
&d<jnate4.<w/ih his. labours as ;to commence seaman ; and still 
morei thi*> after describing her " roomy, deck^/' and " deptl^ p^^ 
draught/^^hef should furnish pograp^^ , 

I -a sea-wasp floating on the waves. 

More uncj^ualified approbation may be justly afforded to the 
whole description of the Dutch homeward-bound fleets captured 
in sight of their desired haven ; and the fine moral lessons which 
the poet takes the opportunity to inculcate^ from so unexpected 
an incident. The 34th stanza has a tenderness and simplicity, 
which every lover of true poetry must admire : 

This careful hushand had been long away. 
Whom his chaste wife and little children mourn ; 

Who on their fingers leam'd to tell the day 
On which their father promised to return. 

I will only point out to attention the beautiful and happily ex- 
pressed simile of the eagle in stanzas 107 and 108, and then, in 
imitation of honest John Bunyan, 

No more detain the readers in the porch, 

Qr keep them from the day-light with a torch. 

The title of -^nnM* Mirahilis did not, according to Mr Malone, 
originate with Dryden ; a prose tract, so entitled, being published 
in 1662.* Neither was he the last that used it; for the learned 



should he confined to things which are not only possible, hut, in a certain degree, 
of ordinary occurrence. Dryden's ocular testimony is not, however, so incredible 
as that of the bard, who averred. 

So have I seen^ in Araby the blest, 

A Phoenix couch*d upon her funeral nest. 

Such chases, if not frequent, have sometimes happened. In the ifbrth of Eng- 
land, in ancient days, a stag and a famous greyhound, called Hercules, after a 
desperate course, were found dead within a few paces of each other, and interred 
with this inscription : 

Hercules kiUM Hart of grece. 
And Hart oi grece killM Hercules. 

♦ Maioke*s Pro9€ Works of Dryden, Vol. III. p. 250. 
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editor of '' Predictions and Observatioiifl^ collected from Mr J. 
Partridge's Almanacks for 1687 and 1689," luis m entitled his 
astrological lucubrations. 

The Anmu MiraUUs was first printed in octato^ in 1067^ the 
year succeeding that which was the subject of the poem. Hie 

Siarto edition of 1688, which seems very correct, naa been eni« 
^ oyed in correcting that of Denrick in a few trying jn'stimcffs 



TO THE 

METROPOLIS OF GEEAT-BEITAIN, 

THE MOST RENOWNED AND LATE FLOUEISHINO 

CITY OF LONDON, 

IN ITS 

REPRESENTATIVES, 

THE LOED-MAYOE AND COUET OF ALDEBMEN, THE 
SHERIFFS, AND COMMON-COUNCIL OF IT. 



i ' ..i.y.f 



As, perhaps, I am the first who ever presented a. 
work of this nature to the metropolis of any na- 
tion, so it is likewise consonant to justice, that he, 
who was to give the first example of such a dedu 
cation, should begin it with that city, which has 
set a pattern to all others, of true loyalty, invinci- 
ble courage, and unshaken constancy. Other cities 
have been praised for the same virtues, but I am 
much deceived if any have so dearly purchased their 
reputation : their fame has been won them by cheap- 
er trials than an expensive, though necessary war, 
a consuming pestilence, and a more consuming fire. 
To submit yourselves with that humility to the 
judgments of heaven, and, at the same time, to raise 
yourselves with that vigour above all human ene- 
mies ; to be combated at once from above, and firom 



90 DEDICATION TO 

below; to be struck down, and to triumph, — I know 
not whether such trials have been ever paralleled 
in any nation : the resolution and successes of th^n 
never can be. Never had prince or people m<»e 
mutual reason to love eacji other, if suffisring finr 
eadi other can endear affection. You have oome 
together a piur of matchless lovers, throagfa many 
difficulties ; he, through a long exile, various tra- 
verses of fortune, and the interposition <^ many ri- 
vals, who violently ravished and withheld you from 
him; and certainly you have had your sh^^ in suf- 
ferings. But providence has cast upon you want 
of trade, that you might appear bountiful to your 
country's necessities ; and the rest of your afflictions 
are not more the effects of God's displeasure (fre- 
quent examples of them having been in the reign 
of the most excellent princes) than occasions for the 
manifesting of your Christian and dvil virtues. To 
you, therefore, this Year of Wonders is justly de- 
dicated, because you have made it so ; you, who are 
to stand a wonder to all years and ages ; and who 
have built yourselves an immortal monument on 
your own ruins. You are now a Phoenix in her 
ashes, and, as &r as humanity can approach, a great 
emblem of the suffering Deity ; but heaven never 
made so much piety and virtue to leave it misera- 
ble. I have heard, indeed, of some virtuous per- 
sons who have ended unfortunately, but never of 
any virtuous nation : Providence is engaged too 
deeply, when the cause becomes so general ; and I 
cannot imagine it has resolved that ruin of the peo- 
ple at home, which it has blessed abroad with such 
successes. I am therefore to conclude, that your 
sufferings are at an end ; and that one part of my 
poem has not been more an history of your destruc- 
tion, than the other a prophecy of your restoration. 
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The accomplishment of which happiness, as it is 
the wish of all true Englishmen, so is it by none 
more passionately desired, than by 

The greatest of your admirers. 

And most humble of your servants, 

John Deyden. 



AH 



ACCOUNT OP THE ENSUING POEM, 



IN A LETTER TO THE 



HON. SIR ROBERT HOWARD. ♦ 



Sir, 

I AM so many ways obliged to you, and so little 
able to return your favours, that, like those who 
owe too much, I can only live by getting £urther 
into your debt. You have not only been careful of 
my fortune^ which was the effect of your nobleness, 
but you have been solicitous of my reputation, 
which is that of your kindness* It is not long since 
I gave you the trouble of perusing a play for me, f 
and now, instead of an acknowledgment, I have 
given you a greater, in the correction of a poem. 
But, since you are to bear this persecution, I will at 
least give you th^ encouragement of a martyr, — you 



* Sir Robert Howard was son to the Earl of Berkshire, and 
brother to Lady Elizabeth Dryden, our author's wife. This epis- 
tle is dated from Charlton, the seat of Lord Berkshire. 

t Probably «* The Indian Queen/' which was a joint produc- 
tion of Dryden and Howard. 
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could never suffer in a nobler cause ; for I have 
chosen the most heroic subject, which any poet 
could desire. I have taken upon me to describe the 
motives, the beginning, progress, and successes, of 
a most just and necessary war ; in it, the care, ma- 
nagement, and prudence of our king ; the conduct 
and valour of a royal admiral, and of two incom- 
parable generals ; the invincible courage of our cap- 
tains and seamen ; and three glorious victories, the 
result of all. After this, I have, in the Fire, the 
most deplorable, but withal the greatest, argument 
that can be imagined; the destruction being so 
swift, so sudden, so vast and miserable, as nothing 
can parallel in story. The former part of this poem, 
relating to the war, is but a due expiation for my 
not serving my king and country in it. All gen- 
tlemen are almost obliged to it ; and I know no 
reason we should give that advantage to the com- 
monalty of England, to be foremost in brave ac- 
tions, which the nobles of France would never suf- 
fer in their peasants. I should not have written 
this but to a person, who has been ever forward to 
appear in all employments, whither his honour and 
generosity have caUed him. The latter part of my 
poem, which describes the Fire, I owe, first, to the 
piety and fatherly affection of our monarch to his 
suffering subjects ; and, in the second place, to the 
courage, loyalty, and magnanimity of the city ; 
both which were so conspicuous, that I have want- 
ed words to celebrate them as they deserve. I 
have called my poem historical, not epic, though 
both the actions and actors are as much heroic as 
any poem can contain. But, since the action is not 
properly one, nor that accomplished in the last suc- 
cesses, I have judged it too bold a title for a few 
stanzas, which are uttle more in number than a sin- 
gle Iliad, or the longest of the ^neids. For this 
reiwoflb (X mean not of length, but broken action. 



94 A LETTER TO 

tied too severely to the laws of history) I am apt to 
agree with those, who rank Lucan rather among 
historians in verse, than Epic poets ; in whose room, 
if I am not deceived, Silius Italieus, though a worse 
writer, may more justly be admitted. I have cho- 
sen to write my poem in quatrains, or stanzas of 
four in alternate rhyme, because I have ever judged 
them more noble, and of greater dignity, both for 
the sound and number, than any other verse in use 
amongst us ; in which I am sure I have your ap- 
probation. The learned languages have certainly a 
great advantage of iis, in not being tied to the sla- 
very of any rhyme ; and were less constrained in 
the quantity of every syllable, which they might 
vary with spondees or dactyls, besides so many 
other helps of grammatical figures, for the lengthen- 
ing or abbreviation of them, than the modem are 
in the close of that one syllable, which often con- 
fines, and more often corrupts, the sense of all the 
rest. But in this necessity of our rhymes, I have 
always found the couplet verse most easy, (though 
not so proper for this occasion,) for there the work 
is sooner at an end, every two lines concluding the 
labour of the poet ; but in quatrains he is to carry 
it farther on, and not only so, but to bear along in 
his head the troublesome sense of four lines toge- 
ther. For, those, who write correctly in this kind, 
must needs acknowledge, that the last line of the 
stanza is to be considered in the composition of the 
first Neither can we give ourselves the liberty of 
making any part of a verse for the sake of rhyme, 
or concluding with a word which is not cuirent 
English, or using the variety of female rhymes,* 
all which our fathers practised ; and for the female 
rhymes, they are still in use amongst other nations ; 



* The author alludes to the privilege, anciently used^ of throw- 
ing an aqcentuation on the last syllable^ of such a word as noble. 
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■with the Italian in every line, with the Spaniard 
promiscuously, with the French alternately, as 
those who have read the Alaric, the Pucelle, or 
any of their later poems, will agree with me.. And 
besides this, they write in Alexandrines, or verses 
of six feet ; such as, amongst us, is the old transla- 
tion of Homer by Chapman :* all which, by length- 
ening of their chain, makes the sphere of their ac- 
tivity the larger. 

I have dwelt too long iipon the choice of my 
stanza, Which you may remember is much bet- 
ter defended in the preface to " Giondibert ;" and 
therefore I will hasten to acquaint you with my 
endeavours in the writing. In general I will only 
say, I have never yet seen the description of any 
naval fight in the proper terms which are used at 
sea; and if there be any such, in another lan- 
guage, as that of Lucan in the third of his Phar- 
salia, yet I could not avail myself of it in the Eng- 
lish ; the terms of art in every tongue bearing more 
of the idiom of it than any other words. We hear 
indeed among our poets, of the thundering of guns, 
the smoke, the disorder, and the slaughter ; but all 
these are common notions. And certainly, as those, 
who in a logical dispute keep in general terms, 
would hide a Mlacy ; so those, who do it in any 
poetical description, would veil their ignorance rf 



so as to makefit sound noUey. An instance may be produced 
from our author's poem on the Coronation s 

Some lazy ages, lost in sleep and ease. 
No action have to busy chroni-des* 

* These translations are, however, in fourteen, not twelve syl- 
lables ; a vile hobbling sort of measure, used also by Phayr, and 
other old translators. 

f This is one of Dryden's hasty and inaccurate averments. 
The ancient dramatic authors were particularly well acquainted 
with nautical terms, and applied them with great accuracy. See 
a note in Gifford's excellent edition of Massinger, Vol. 11. p. 229. 
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DetcriptaB »eroare inces, operumque colares. 
Cur egOf si nequeo ignoroquCf poeta adtUor ? 

For my own part, if I had little knowledge of the 
sea, yet I have thought it no shame to learn ; and 
if I have made some few mistakes, it is only, as 
you can bear me witness, because I have wanted 
opportunity to correct them ; the whole poem be- 
ing first written, and now sent you from* a place, 
where I have not so much as the converse of any 
seaman. Yet though the trouble I had in writing 
it was great, it was more than recompensed by the 
pleasure. I found myself so warm in celebrating 
the praises of military men, two such espedally as 
the Prince and General, that it is no wonder if they 
inspired me with thoughts above my ordinary level 
And I am well satisfied, that, as they are incompa- 
rably the best subject I ever had, excepting only 
the royal family, so also, that this I have written of 
them is much better than what I have performed 
on any other. I have been forced to help out other 
arguments, but this has been bountifiil to me ; they 
have been low and barren of praise,* and I have 
exalted them, and made them fruitfiil ; but here— 
Omnia sponte sud reddif jtistissima teUus. I have 
had a large, a fair, and a pleasant field ; 'so fertile 
that, without my cultivating, it has given me two 
harvests in a summer, and in both oppressed the 
reaper. All other greatness in subjects is only coun-^ 
terieit ; it will not endure the test of danger ; the 
greatness of arms is only real. Other greatness bur- 
dens a nation with its weight ; this supports it with 



* We need not here suppose, that Dryden speaks particulaxly 
of those to whom he had offered panegyricks : undoabte<9y, oe 
had written poems on many subjects,wmch^ remaining impublish- 
ed^ have not descended to us. 



SIR ROBEat HOWARD. 97 

its strength. And as it is the happiness of the age, 
so it is the peculiar goodness of Uie best of kings, 
that we may praise his subjects without offending 
him. Doubtless it proceeds from a just confidence 
of his own virtue, which the lustre of no other can 
be so great as to darken in him ; for the good or 
thci valiant are never safely praised under a bad or 
a degenerate prince. 

But to return from this digression to » farther 
acooimt of my poem ; I must crave leava to tell 
you, that as I have endeavoured to adorn it with 
noble thoughts, so much more to express those 
thoughts, with elocution. The composition of all 
poems is, or ought to be, of wit ;* and wit in the 
poet, or wit-writing, (if you will give me leave to 
use a school-distinction) is no other than the facul* 
ty of imagination in the writer, which, like a nim- 
ble spaniel, beats over and ranges through the field 
of memory, till it springs the quarry it hunted af- 
ter ; or, without metaphor, which searches over all 
the memory for the species or ideas of those things, 
which it designs to represent Wit written is that 
which is well defined, the happy result of thought, 
or product of imagination* But to proceed from 
witC in the general notion of it, to the proper wit 
of an Heroic or Historical Poem, I judge it chiefly 
to consist in the delightful imaginmg of persons, 
actions, passions, or things. It is not the jerk or 
Ating of an epigram, nor the seeming'contradiction 
of a poor antithesis, (the delight of an ill- judging 
audience in a play of rhyme,) nor the jingle of a 
more poor paronomasia ;t neither is it so much the 
morality of a grave sentence, affected by Lucan, 
but more sparingly used by Virgil ; but it is some 



■rr 



* Undentood in the large sense, of the regulated exercise of 
jthe imagination. 

t Commonly called a puh. 

VOL. IX. G 
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lively and apt description, dressed in sudi oolouis 
of speech, that it sets before your eyes the absent 
object, as i)erfectly, and more delightfiilly, than na* 
ture. So then the first happiness of the poet's ima* 
gination is properly invention, or finding of the 
thought : the second is fancy, or the variation, de- 
riving, or moul(Ung of that tfaou^t,as the judgment 
represents it proper to the subject; the third u 
elocution, or tne art of clothing and adomintt that 
thou^t, so found and varied, in apt, dgilineuit, 
and sounding words. The quickness of the imaffi^ 
nation is seen in the invention, the fertility in m 
fancy, and the accuracy in the expression* For the 
two first of these, Ovid is famous amcxigst the 
poets ; for the latter, Vir^l. Ovid images more 
often the movements and affections of the mind, 
either combating between two contrary passions, or 
extremely discomposed by one. His words there- 
fore are the least part of his care ; for he jnctures 
nature in disorder, with which the study and choice 
of words is inconsistent. This is the proper wit of 
dialogueor discourse,and consequently of the drama, 
where all that is said is supposed to be the effect of 
sudden thought ; which, though it excludes not the 
quickness of wit in repartees, yet admits not a too 
curious election of words, too frequent allusions, or 
use of tropes, or, in fine, any thing that shews re- 
moteness of thought, or labour in the writer. On 
the other side, Virgil speaks not so often to us ia 
the person of another, like Ovid, but in his own ; 
he relates almost all things as from himseli^ and 
thereby gains more liberty than the other, to ex- 
press his thoughts with all the graces of elocution, 
to write mqre figuratively, and to confess as wdl 
the labour as the force of his imagination* Though 
he desoibes his Dido well and naturally, ia we 
violence of her passions, yet he must yi^ in that 
to the Myrrha, the Biblis, the Althaea, of Ovid ; 
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for, as great an admirer of him as I am, I miist ac- 
knowledge, that if I see not more of their souls 
than I see of Dido's, at least I have a greater con* 
cemment for them : and that convinces me, that 
Ovid has touched those tender strokes more deli- 
cately than Virgil could. But when action or per- 
sons are to be described, when any such image is to 
be set before us, how bold, how masterly, are tlie 
strokes of Virgil ! We see the objects he presents 
us with in their native figures, in their proper mo- 
tions ; but so we see them, as our own eyes could 
never have beheld them so beautiful in themselves. 
We see the soul of the poet, like that univerral one 
of which he ispeaks, informing and moving through 
all his pictures : 

•— rotefwgwe infusa per artus 

Mens agUat nudem, et magno se corpore misceL 

Webehold him embellishing his images, as he makes 
Venus breathing beauty upon her son ^neas : 



•lumenquejuventce 



Purpureum, et tctias oculis affldrat honores : 
Quale manut addunt ebon decus, aut ubijlavo 
Argentum, Pariusve lapis, circundaiur auro. 

See his Tempest, his Funeral Sports, his Combat 
of Tiunus and JEneas : and m his " Georgics," which 
I esteem the divinest part of all his writings, the 
Plague, the Country, the Battle of the Bulls, the 
labour of the Bees ; and those many other excellent 
images of nature, most of which are neither great 
in themselves, nor have any natural ornament to 
bear them up ; but the words wherewith he de- 
scribes them are so excellent, that it might be well 
applied to him, which was said by Ovid, Materiam 
superahat opus : the very sound of his words has 
often somewhat that is connatural to the subject ; 
and while we read him, we sit, as in a play, behold- 
ing the scenes of what he represents. To perform 

11 
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this, he made frequent use of tropes, which you 
know change the nature of a known word, by ap- 
plying it to some other si^ification ; and this is it 
which Horace means in his Epistle to the Fiso's : 

Dixeris e^gii^ noium n callida verbrnn 
Reddident junclura natm n u 

But I am sensible I have presumed too far to en- 
tertain you with a rude discourse of that art, which 
you both know so well, and put into practice with 
so much happiness. Yet before I leave Virgil, I 
must own the vanity to tell you, and by you the 
world, that he has been my master in this poem. 
1 have followed him every where, I know not with 
what success, but I am sure with diligence enough ; 
my images are many of them copied from him, and 
the rest are imitations of him. My expressions also 
are as near as the idioms of the two languages would 
admit of in translation, j^nd this, sir, I have done 
with that boldness, for which I will stand account- 
able to any of our little critics, who, perhaps, are no 
better acquainted with him than I am. Upon your 
first perusal of this poem, you have taken notice of 
some words, which I have innovated (if it be too 
bold for me to say refined) upon his Latin; which, 
as I offer not to introduce into English prose, so I 
hope they are neither improper, nor altogether in- 
elegant in verse ; and, in this, Horace will again 
dercnd me : 

Ei twva^Jiciaque nuper^ habebunt verba Jidenh ^ 
GroBCofonte cadunt, parc^ detorta, 

The inference is exceeding plain ; for, if a Ro- 
man poet might have liberty to coin a word, sup- 
posing only that it was derived from the Greek, was 
Eut into a Latin termination, and that he used this 
berty but seldom, and with modesty ; how much 
more justly may I challenge that privilege to do it 
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with the same prerequisites, from the best and most 
judicious of Latin writers ? In some places, where 
either the fancy or the words were his, or any other's, 
I have noted it in the margin, that I might not seem 
a plagiary ; * in others I have neglected it, to avoid 
as well tediousness, as the affectation of doing it too 
often. Such descriptions or images well wrought, 
which I promise not for mine, are, as 1 have said, 
the adequate delight of heroic poesy; for they beget 
admiration, which is its proper object; as the images 
of the burlesque, which is contrary to this, by the 
same reason beget laughter : for, the one shews na- 
turct beautified, as in the picture of a fair woman, 
which we all admire ; the other shews her deform- 
ed, as in that of a lazar, or of a fool with distorted 
fitce and antique gestures, at which we cannot for- 
bear to laugh, because it is a deviation from nature. 
But though the same images serve equally for the 
Kpic poesy, and for the Historic and Panegyric, 
which are branches of it, yet a several sort of sculp- 
ture is to be used in them. If some of them are to 
be like those of Juvenal, stantea in curribus jEmili- 
ani, heroes drawn in their triumphal chariots, and 
in their full proportion ; others are to be like that 
of Virgil, spirantia mollius cera: there is somewhat 
more of softness and tenderness to be shewn in 
them. You will soon find I write not this without 
concern. Some, who have seen a paper of verses, 
which I wrote last year to her highness the Duchess, 
have accused them of that only thing I could de- 
fend in them. They said, I did humi serpere^ — that 
I wanted not only height of fancy, but dignity of 
words, to set it off. 1 might well answer with that 

* These notes are all retained in this edition, as well as the 
smaller foot-notes^ by which the poet thought proper to explain 
d^cult passages. They are distinguished by the addition of his 
name. 
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of Horace, Nunc nan erat his locus. I knew I ad« 
dressed them to a lady, and accordingly I afiected 
the softness of expression, and the smoothness of 
measure, rather than the height of thought ; and in 
what I did endeavour, it is no vanity to say I have 
succeeded. I detest arrogance ; but there is some 
difference betwixt that and a just defence. But I 
will not farther bribe your candour, or the reader's. 
I leave them to speak for me ; and, if they can, to 
make out that character, not pretending to a greater, 
which I have given them. * 

And now, sir, it is time I should relieve you from 
the tedious length of this account. You have better 
and more profitable employment foryour hours, and 
I wrong the public to detain you longer. In con- 
clusion, I must leave my poem to you with all its 
faults, which I hope to find fewer in the printing by 
your emendations. I know you are not of the num- 
ber of those, of whom the younger Pliny speaks ; 
Nee suntparum mtdti^ qui carper e amicos suosJudU 
cium vacant I am rather too secure of you on that 
side. Your candour in pardoning my errors may 
make you more remiss in correcting them ; if you 
will not withal consider, that they come into the 
world with your approbation, and through your 
hands. I beg from you the greatest favour you can 
confer upon an absent person, since I repose upon 
your management what is dearest to me, my fame 
and reputation ; and therefore I hope it will stir 
you up to make my poem fairer by many of your 
blots ; if not, you know the story of the gamester 
who married the rich man's daugliter, and when her 
father denied the portion, christened all the chil- 
dren by his sirname,ithat if, in conclusion, they must 



* In. the early editions of the Annus MirabUis, the verses to the 
Duchess are here inserted. 
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beg, they should do so by one name, as well as by 
the other. But, since the reproach of my faults will 
light on you, it is ))}it, reasou I should do you that 
justice to the readei^, to let them know, that, if 
there be any thing tolerable in this poem, they owe 
the argument to your ch^ce, the writing to your 
encouragement, the correction to your judgment, 
and thq car^ of it to yQur fij^ndship^ to-whi^h he 
must ev» acknowledge himsdif to owe all things, 
who is, 

SlR^ 

The most obedient* and most 

■ ■ 

I 
Faithful of your servants, 



John Drtdrk. 



From Charlton^ in 'Wiltshire, 
Nor. 10^ 1666. 



\ 



V ' 
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THE 



YEAR or WONDEtia 



1666. 



/ 1. 

In thriving arts long time/had HoQand grown^ 
Crouching at home and cruel when abroad ; 

Scarce leaving us the means to claim our own ; 
Our king they courted, and our merchants awed«* 

2. 

Trade, which like blood should circularly flow, 
Stopp'd in their channels, found its freedom lost ; 

Thither the wealth of all the world did go. 
And seem'd but shipwreck'd on so base a coast. 

3. 

For them alone the heavens had kindly heat. 
In eastern quarries ripening precious dew ; f 

For them the Idumasan balm did sweat, 
Jixid in hot Ceylon spicy forests grew. 



♦ Note I. 

t Precious stones at first are dew condensed^ and hardened by 
the warmth of the sun^ or subterranean fires. Dryden* 
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4. 

The sun biit seem'd the labourer o£ their year ; 

Each Tv'axing moon guppKed her watery store,* 
To swell those tides, which from the Line did bear 

Their brim-full vessels to the Belgian shore. 

5. 

Thus, mighty lii |)er ships, stood Carthage long. 
And swept the riches of the world from far ; 

(Yet s toop'd to Bome,less wealthy, but morestrong ; ) 
And this may prove our second Punic war.t 

6. 

What peace can be, where both to one pretend ? 

(But they more diligent, and we more strong,) 
Or if a peace, it soon must have an end ; 

For they would grow too powerful, were it long, 

7. 

9 

Behold two nations, then, engaged so far. 

That each seven years the fit must shake each land ; 

Where France will side to weaken us by war. 
Who only can his vast designs withstand. 

8. 

See how he feeds the Iberian | with delays. 
To render us his timely friendship vain ; 
And while his secret soul on Flanders preys, 
rocks the cradle of the babe of Spain. ^ 



^ According to their opinion who think, Uiat great heap of 
w'aters under the Line^ is depressed into tides by the moon to- 
wards the poles. — Dry den. 

t Note 11. t The Spaniaid. § Note IIL 
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9- 

Such deep defflcns of endpire dAes he lay 
O'er thein» whose cause he seems to take in liand ; 

Aod prudently would make them lords at aea^ 
To whom with ease he can give lawsbjr U&d. 

10. 

This saw our King; and long within hia breast . 

His pendve counsels balanced to and irb ; 
He jnieyed the larid he freed should be oppressed. 

iiSid he less for it than usurpers do • ^^ 

11. 

His generous mind the fair ideas drew 
Of i&me and honour, which in dangers lay ; 

Where wealth, like fruit on precipices, gi^ew. 
Not to be giather'd but by birds of prey. 

12. 

The loss and gain each fatally were great ;' 
And still his subjects call'd aloud for war : 

But peaceful kings, o'er martial people set. 
Each other's poize and counterbalance are. 

13. 

He first survey'd the charge with careful eyes, 
Whichnonebutmighty monarchscould maintain; 

Yet judged, like vapours that from limbecks rise> 
It would in richer showers descend again. 



* Alluding to the successful war of Cromwell against the 
Dutch, in 1655. 
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At length resolved to assert the watery .baU^ 
He in himself did whole Armadas bring ; 

Him aged seamen might their master call. 
And chase for general, were he not their king * 

It seems as every ship their sovereign knows. 
His awful summons they so soon obey ; — . ; 

So hear the scaly herd when Proteus blows. 
And so to pasture follow through the sea^f 

16. 

To see this fleet upon the ocean move. 

Angels drew wide the curtains of the skies ; 

And heaven, as if there wanted lights above. 
For tapers made two glaring comets rise, l 

17. 

Whether they unctuous exhalations are. 
Fired by the sun, or seeming so alone ; 

Or each some more remote and slippery star. 
Which loses footing when to mortals shewn ; 

18. 

Or one, that bright companion of the sun, J 

Whose glorious aspect seal'd our new-bom King; 

And now, a round of greater years begun. 

New influence from his walks of light did bring. 



♦ Note IV. 

•J- Ccsruleus Proteus immania ponti 
Armenia, ei magnas pascit sub gurgite phocas. 
J Note V, 

§ The planet VenuSt which waB visible in the day-time about 
the birth-day of Charles II., was by court astronomem affirmed 
to be a new ttar. See page 51. 
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19. 

Victorious York did first, with fame^ sucoess^ 
To bis known valour make the Dutdi give place f 

Thus heaven our monarch's fortune did confess. 
Beginning conquest from his royal race. 

20. 

But since it was decreed, auspicious Eong, 

In Britain's right that thou ^ouldst wed the main, 

Heaven, as a gage, would cast some predous thing, 
And therefore doom'd that Lawson should be 
slain.f 

21. 

Lawson amongst the foremost met his fate. 
Whom sea-green Sirens from the rocks lament ; 

Thus, as an offering for the Grecian state. 
He first was kill'd, who first to battle went. :|: 

22. 

Their chief blown up, in air, not waves, expired, 
To which his pride presumed to give the law ; f 

The Dutch confess'd heaven present, and retired. 
And all was Britain the wide ocean saw. 

23. 

To nearest ports their shattered ships repair^ 
Where by our dreadful cannon they lay awed ; 

So reverently men quit the open air. 

Where thunder speaks the angry gods abroad. 



♦ Note VI. t Note VII. 

:|; Protesilaus, the first Grecian who landed on theTrcjioi thore, 
was killed in disembarking. 

§ Opdam, the admiral of Holland. See note VIIL 
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24. 

And now approach'd their fleet from India, fraught 
With all the riches of the rising sun ; 

And precious sand from southern climates brought. 
The fiital regions where the war begun. ^ 

Like hunted castors, conscious of their store, f 
Their way-laid wealth to Norway's coast they 
bring; 

There first the North's cold bosom spices bore, 
And winter brooded on the eastern spring. 

26. 

By the rich scent we found our perfumed prey. 
Which, flank'd with rocks, did close in covert lie ; 

And round about their murdering cannon lay. 
At once to threaten and invite the eye. 

27. 

Fiercer than cannon, and than rocks more hard. 
The English undertake the unequal war ; 

Seven ships alone, by which the port is barr*d, 
'Besiege the Indies, and all Denmark dare. 

28. 

These fight like husbands, but like lovers those ; 

These fain would keep, and those more fain enjoy ; 
And to such height their frantic passion grows. 

That what both love, both hazard to destroy. 

29. 

• 

Amidst whole heaps of spices lights a ball. 

And now their odours arm*d against them fly ; 

Some preciously by shattered porcelain fall. 
And some by aromatic splinters die. 

* The war began, by mutual aggressions, on the coast of Guinea, 
t Note IX. 
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80. 

And though by tempests of the prize bereft. 
In heaven's inclemency some ease we find ; 

Our foes we vanquished by our valour left, 
And only yielded to the seas and wind^ 

81. 

Nor wholly lost we so deserved a prey ; 

For storms, repenting, part of it restored ; 
Which as a tribute from the Baltic sea. 

The Britiish ocean sent her mighty lordJ* 

32. 

Go, mortals, now, and vex yourselves in v.ain 
For wealth, which so uncertainly must come ; 

When what was brought so far, and with such pain, 
Was only kept to lose it nearer home. 

33. 

The son, who twice three months on th* ocean tost, 
Prepared to tell what he had pass'd before. 

Now sees in English ships the Holland coast, 
Andparents^arms,in vain, stretch'dfrom the shore. 

34. 

This careful husband had been long away. 

Whom his chaste wife and little diildren mourn ; 

Who on their fingers leam'd to tell the day. 
On which their father promised to return. 

35. 

Such are the proud designs of human-kind, . 

And so we suffer shipwreck every where ! f 
Alas, what port can such a pilot find. 

Who in the night of fate must blindly steer ! 

* Note X. 

f Si bene cakulum ponas, vtiiquejit naufraugium. P^TaoNius. 
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The undistinguish'd seeds of good and ill. 

Heaven in his bosom from our knowledge hides ; 

And draws them in contempt of human skUl, 
Which oft, for friends mistaken, foes proyides. 

S7. 

Let Munster*s prelate ever be accurst. 

In whom we seek the German faith in vain ;^ 

Alas, that he could teach the English firsts 

Thatfmud and avarice in the dhurch could reign ! 

38. 

Happy, who never trust a stranger's will. 

Whose friendship's in his interest understood ; 

Since money given but tempts him to be ill. 
When power is too remote to make lum good. 

39. 

Till now, alone the mighty nations strove *r 
The rest, at gaze, witliout the lists did stand ; 

And threatening France, placed like a painted Jove, 
Kept idle thur^er in his lifted hand 

40. 

That eunuch guardian of rich Hc^land's trade, 
Who envies us what he wants power to enjoy ; 

Whose noiseful valour does no foe invade. 
And weak assistance will his friends destroy. 

41. 

Offended that we fought without his leave. 
He takes this time his secret hate to shew; 

Which Charles does with a mind so calm receive. 
As one that neither seeks nor shuns his foe. 

* Note XI. 



113 ANNUS MIRABILIS. 

43. 

With France, to aid the Dutch, the Danes unite ; 

France as their tyrant, Denmark as their slave.* 
But when with one three nations join to fight. 

They silently confess that one more brave. 

43. 

Lewis had chased the English from his shore* 
But Charles the French as subjects does invite ;f 

Would heaven for each some Solomon restore. 
Who, by their mercy, may decide their right 

44. 

Were subjects so but only by their choice, • 
And not from birth did forced dominion take, 

Our prince alone would have the public voices 
And all his neighbours'realms woulddesertsmake. 

45. 

He without fear a dangerous war pursues. 
Which without rashness he began before ; 

As honour made him first the danger chuse, 
So still he makes it good on virtue's score. 

46. 

The doubled charge his subjects' love supplies, « 
Who in that bounty to themselves are kind. 

So glad Egyptians see their Nilus rise. 
And in ms plenty their abundance find.:}: 

47. 

With equal power he does two chiefs create, 
Two such as each seem'd worthiest when alone ;|| 

Each able to sustain a nation's fate. 

Since both had found a greater in their own. 

♦ Note XII. t Note XIII. % Note XIV. 

II Prince Rupert^ and Duke Albemarle. See Note XV. 
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48. 

Both great in oouragie, conducst, and* in fame; 

Yet neither aiYious of the oliier^s praise*; • 
Their duty^ faiths and interest too the same^ 

Like mighty partners equally they ndse^ * 

The Prince long time had comted fbrtune^s love^ 
But oiice possessed did absolutely reign ; 

Thus with their Amazons the heroes strove, 
Andoonquer'dfirstthose beauties they wouldgain. 

50. 

The Duke beheld, like Scipio, with disdain; 

That Carthage, which he ruin- d, rise once more ; 
And shook al(rft the fasces of the main^ 

To firigbt those slaves with what they felt before. 

51. 

Together to the watery camp they haste. 

Whom matrons passing to their children show ; 

Infants' first vows for them to heaven are cast. 
And future people bless them as they go.^ 

52. 

With them no riotous pomp, nor Asian train, 
To infect a navy with their gaudy fears ; 

To make slow fights, and victories but vain ; 
But war severely, like itselfi appeals. 

53. 

Diffusive of themselves, wherever they pass, 
They make that warmth in others they expect ; 

Their valour works like bodies on a glass. 
And does its image on their men project. 

* Esamina infanfium, Jutnrusque popubis. Plin. jun. in pan. 
ad Trajanum. 

VOL. IX. H 
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54. 

Oar fleet diyides^ and straight the Dutch appetov 
In number, and a famed commander, boia ;* 

The nanrow seas can scarce their nayy bear. 
Or crowded y^ssels can thek soldiers hold. 



55. 

The Duke, less numerous, but in courage more,. 

On wings of all the winds to combat fBes ; 
His murdmng guns a loud defiance roar. 

And bloody crosses on his flag-staff rise. 

56. 

Both furl their suls, and strip them for the fight ; 

Their folded sheets dismiss the useless air; . 
The Elean phdns could boast no nobler sight,f 

When struggjing championsdid their homes bare; 

57. 

Borne each by other in a distant line. 
The sea-built forts in dreadful order move ; . 

So vast the noise, as if not fl!eet8 did join. 
But lands unfik'd, and floating nations stroye.l 

58. 

Now passed, on either side they nimbly tack ; 

Both strive to intercept and guide the wind ; 
And, in its eye, more closely they come back,^ 

To finish idl the deaths they left behind.. 



* Note XVI. 

t Where the Olympic Games were celebrated. 
X Credos innare rexndsas Cj/elades. 

§ " Ahey I what, in the wind's eye, brother ? Where did yott 
learn your seamanship }" •^Commodore Trunnion^ 
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59. 

On high-raised decks the haughty Belgians ride^ 
Beneath whose shade our humble frigates go ; 

Such port the elephant bears, and so defied 
By the Thinoeeros, her unequal foe. 

60. 

And as the built,* so different is the frght, 
Their mounting shot is on our sails design'd ; 

Deep in their huffs our deadly bullets light. 
And through the yielding planks a passage find.f 

61. 

Our dreaded Admiral from far they threat. 
Whose batter'd rigging their whole war receives ; 

All bare, like some old oak which tempests beat. 
He stands, and sees below his scattered leaves. 

62. 

Heroes of old, when wounded, shelter sought ; 

But he, who meets all danger with disdain. 
Even in their face his ship to anchor brought. 

And steeple-high stood propt upon the main.$ 

63. 

At this excess of courage, all amazed, 

The foremost of his foes awhile withdraw; 

With such respect in enter'd Rome they gazed. 
Who on high chairs the god-like Fathers saw.§ 

* BtuU, for build or structure. f Note XVII. 

JNoteXVIIL 

§ The Grauls, when they first entered the Roman senate, were 
so much struck with the solemn appearance of the yenerable s^* 
nators' on their chairs of state^ that^ for a time, their fury waa 
absoibed m veneration. — Liv. His. Lib. V. cap. 41. 
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64. 

And now, as where Patroclus' body ky. 
Here Trojan chiefs advanced, and there tlteGreek ; 

Ours o*er the Duke their pious wings display. 
And theirs the noblest spoils of Britain seek. 

65. 

Meantime his busy mariners he hastes. 
His shattered sails' with rigging to restore ; 

And willing pines ascend his broken masts. 
Whose lofty heads rise higher than before. 

66. 

Straight to the Dutch he turns his dreadful prow, 
More fierce the important quarrel to decide , 

Like swans, in long array, his vessels show. 
Whose crests advancing do the waves divide. 

67. 

They charge, recharge, and all along the sea 
They drive, and squander the huge Belgian fleet ; 

Berkley alone, who nearest danger lay. 
Did a like fate with lost Creusa meet.* 

68. 

The night comes on, we eager to pursue 

The conlbat still, and they ashamed to leav^ ; 

Till the last streaks of dying day withdrew. 
And doubtful moonlight did our rage deceive. 

69. 

In the English fleet each ship resounds with joy, 
And loud applause of their great leader^s fyxAe ; 

In fiery dreams the Dutch they still destroy; * 
And, slumbering, smile at tne imagined flame. 

* Note XIX. 
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70. 

y Not so the Holland fleet, who, tired and done, 
Stretdi'd on their decks, like weary oxen, lie ; 
Faint sweats all down their mighty members run. 
Vast bulks, which little souls but ill supply. 

71. 

In dreams they fearful precipices tread ; 

Or, shipwrecked, labour to some distant shore ; 
Or in dark churches walk among the dead ; 

They wake with horror, and dare sleep no more. 

72. 

The morn they look on with unwilling eyes. 
Till from their main-top joyful news they hear 

Of ships, which, by their mould, bring new supplies. 
And in their colours Belgian lions bear.* 

73. 

Our watchful General had discerned from far 
This mighty succour, which made glad the foe ; 

He sigh'd, but, like a father of the war. 

His face spake hope, while deep bis sorrows flow.f 

74. 

His wounded men he first sends off to shore, 
Neyer, till now, imwilling to obey ; 

They, not their w ounds, but want of strength, deplore. 
And think them happy, who with him can stay. 

75. 

Then to the rest, " Rejoice," said he, " to-day ; 

In you the fortune of Great Britain lies ; 
Among so brave a people, you are they. 

Whom heaven has chose to fight for such a prize. 

* Note XX. 

f S^pem vuUu simulai, pr^mU alio corde (fo^orem.— Virgil. 
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76. 

" If number English courages could quell. 
We should at fest have shunn'd, not met, our foes, 

Whose numerous sails the fearful only tell ;* 
Courage from hearts, and not from numbers 
grows."! 

77. 

He said, nor needed more to say ; 'with haste. 
To their known stations, cheerfully they go ; 

And, all at once, disdaining to be la^t, 
Solicit every gale to meet the foe. 

78. 

Nor did the encouraged Belgians long delay. 
But, bold in others, not themselves^ they stood ; 

So thick, our navy scarce could steer their way^ 
But seem'd to wander in a moving w^ood. 

79. 

Our little fleet was now engaged so far. 

That, like the sword-fish in the whale they fought ; | 

The combat only seem'd a civil war. 

Till through their bowels we our passage wrought. 

80. 

Never had valour, no not ours, before 

Done aught like this upon the land or main ; 

Where, not to be o'ercome, was to do more 
Than all the conquests former kings did gain. 

81. 

The mighty ghosts of our great Harries rose. 
And armed Edwards look'd with anxious eyes, 

To see this fleet among unequal foes. 

By which fate promised them their Charles should 
rise. 



Tell, for number, \ Note XX I. % Note XXII. 
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Meantime the Belgians tack upon our rear, 
And raking chase-guns through our sterns they 
send ; 

Close by their fire-ships, like jackalls, appear, 
Who on their lions for the prey attend * 

83, 

Sil^t, in smoke of cannon, they come on ; 

Such vapours once did fiery Cacus hide :f 
In these, the height of pleased revenge is shewn. 

Who bum contented by another's side. 

84. 

Sometimes from fighting squadrons of each fleet. 
Deceived themselves, or to preserve some friend. 

Tyro grappling iEtnas on the ocean meet. 

And English fires with Belgian flames contend. 

85. 

N0W5 at each tack, our little fleet grows less ; 

And, like maim'd fowl, swim lagging on the main. 
Their greater loss their numbers scarce confess. 

While they lose cheaper than the English gain. 

86. 

Have you not seen, when whistled fi-om the fist. 
Some falcon stoops at what her eye design'd. 

And with her eagerness the quarry miss'd, 

Straight flies at check, and clips it down the wind? :|: 



♦ Note XXIII. 
f lUe atUem 



Faudbus ingentemjumum, miraUle dictu 
Eixmit, involvitque domum caligine cceca^ 
Prospectum eripiens oculis, glomeratgue sub antro 
Futrnferam noctem, commixtis igne tenebris. — Virgil. 
X A falcon, 1 believe, is said tojly at check, when, having miss- 

ed her stroke, she deserts her proper object of pursuit for a crow, 

or some other bird. 
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87. 

The dastard crow, that to the wood made wing. 
And sees the groves no shelter can affi)rd. 

With her loud caws her craven kind does bring. 
Who, safe in numbers, cuff the noble bird. 

88. 

Among the I)utch thus Albemarle did fare : 
He could not conquer, and disdained to fly ; 

Fast hope of safety, 'twas his latest care. 
Like fiilling Caesar, decently to die. 

89. 

• 

Yet pity did his manly spirit move. 

To see those perish who so well had fought ; 

And generously with his despair he strove. 
Resolved to live till he their ^ety wrought. 

90. 

Let other muses write his prosperous fate. 
Of conquered nations tell, and kings restored ; 

But mine shall sing of his eclipsed estate. 

Which, like the sun's, more wonders does a£ford. 

91. 

He drew his mighty frigates all before. 

On which the foe his fruitless force employs ; 

His weak ones deep into his rear he bore, 

Remote from guns, as sick men from the noise.* 

92. 

His fiery cannon did their passage guide. 

And following smoke obscured themfromthefo^ 

Thus Israel, safe from the Egyptians' pride. 
By flaming pillars, and by clouds did go. 



* Note XXIV. 



93. 

Elsewfaere the Belgian force we did d^eat. 
But here our courages did theirs subdue ; 

So Xenophon once led that foxned retreat; 
Which jfirst the Anian empire overthrew, 

94, 

The he approached ; and one for his bold sin 
Wbb isunk, as he that touch'd the ark was dain :* 

The wild waves tnaater'd him* and suck'd him in. 
And smiling eddies dimpled on the main. 

95. 

This seen, the rest at awful distance stood ; 

As if they had been there as servants set, 
To stay, or to go on, as he thought good. 

And not pursue, but wait on his retreat. 

96. 

So Libyan huntsmen, on some sandy plain. 
From shady coverts roused, the lion diaoe ; 

The kingly beast roars out with loud disdain. 
And wowly moves, unknowing to give place.f 

97. 

But if some one approach to dare his force, 
. He swings his tail, and swiftly turns him round ; 
With one paw seizes on his trembling horse. 
And with the other tears him to the ground. 



♦ Note XXV. 

t Fe^igia retro improperata referL — Virgil. 
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98. 

Amidst these toils succeeds the Iwilmy night ; 

Now hissing waters the quenched guns restore ; 
And Wjeary waves, withdrawing fix)m the fight. 

Lie lull'd and panting on the silent shore.* 

99. 

The moon shone clear on the becalmed flood. 
Where, whileher beamslike glittering silverplay, 

Upon the deck our careful General stood. 
And deeply mused on, the succeeding day.i* 

100. 

" That happy sun," said he, " will rise again. 
Who twice victorious did our navy see ; 

And I alone must view him rise in vain. 
Without one ray of all his star for me. 

101. 

** Yet, like an English General will I die. 
And all the ocean make my spacious grave : 

Women and cowards on the land may lie ; 
The sea's a tomb that's proper for the brave." 

102. 

Restless he pass'd the remnant of the night. 
Till the fresh air proclaim'd the morning nigh ; 

And -burning ships, the martyrs of the fight. 
With paler fires beheld the eastern sky. 



* Nee trucUms Jluviis idem sonus : occidil horror 
Equoris, antennis maria acclinata quiescunt* 

Statius. 
t The third of June, famous for two victories by the Englisl^ 
fleet over the Dutch in 1653 and l665. On the last occasion^ 
the fleets met on the third, though the Dutch avoided fighting 
till the fourth of the month. 
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108. 

Belt now Jiis stores of ammunitioi;! spent^ 
Hia naked ralour is his only giiard ; 

Rare thunders are from his dumb cannon sent. 
And solitaiy.guns are scarcely heard. 

104. 

rfaus fir had fortune power, here farced to stay^ / 

No longer durst with virtue be at strife ; 
This as a jrapsom Albemarle did pay, 
. For all th6 glories of so great a life. 

1D5. 

For now brave Rupert from afar appears. 
Whose waving streamers the glad Gen^nal knows ; 

With full-spread sails his eager navy steers. 
And every ship in swift proportion grows.^ 

106. 

The anxious Prince had heard the cannon long. 
And, from that length of time, dire omens drew 

Of English overmatch'd, and Dutch too strong. 
Who never fought three days, but to pursue, 

107. 

Then, as an eagle, who with pious care 
Was beating widely on the wing for prey^ 

To her now suent eiry does repair. 
And finds her callow infints forced away ; 

108. 

Stung with her love, she stoops upon the plain. 
The broken air loud whistling as she flies ; 

She stops and listens, and shoots forth again. 
And guides her pinions by her young ones' cries. 

* Note XXVI. 
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109. 

With such kind passion hastesr the Prihoe to fights 
And spreads his flying canvass to the sound ; 

EQm, whom no danger^ were he there, could fright^ 
Now absent, every little noise can wound. 

110. 

As in a drought the thirsty, creatures cry. 
And gape upon the gathered clouds for rain ; 

And first the martlet meets it in the sky. 

And with wet wings joys all the feathered tra)n } 

111. 

With such glad hearts did our despairing men . 

Salute the appearance of the' Prince's fleet ; 
And each ambitiously would claim the ken,. 

That with first eyes did distant safety meet^ 

The Dutch, who came like grfeedy hinds before. 
To reap the harvest their ripe ears did yield. 

Now look like those^-when rolling thunders roar^ 
And sheets of lightning blast the standing field. 

lis. 

Full in the Prince's passage, hills of sand. 
And dangerous flats, in secret ambush lay ; 

Where the false tides skim o'er the cover'd land, 
And seamen, with dissembled depths, betray* 

114. 

The wily Dutch, who, like fall'n angels, fear'd 
This new Messiah's coming, there did wait, 
And round the verge their braving vessels steer^d^ 
^To tempt his courage with so fair a bait. 
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115. 

f, unmoved, contemns their idle tHr6at» 
Kre of fame whene'er he please to fight ; 
Id experience tempers all his heat, 
i inbred worth doth boasting valour slight. 

116. 

\ virtue did his actions guide, 
I he the substance, not the appearance, chose ; 
cue one such friend he took more pride, 
Q to destroy whole thousands of such foes. 

117. 

hen approach'd, in strict embraces bound, 

)ett and Albemarle together grow ; 

rs to have his friend in safety found, 

idhi he to none but to that friend would owe. 

118, 

acerful soldiers, with new stores supplied, 
K long to execute their spleenful will ; 
in revenge for those three days they tried, 
dl one, like Joshua's, when the sun stood still. 

119. 

reinforced, against the adverse fleet,* 
I doubling ours, brave Rupert leads the way ; 
tiie first blushes of the mom they meet, 
1 bring night back upon the new-bom day. 

120. 

resence soon blows up the kindling fight, 
1 iiis loud guns speak thick like angry men ; 
n'd as Slaughter had been breathed all night, 
1 Death new-pointed his dull dart agen. 

♦ Note XXVII. 
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121. 

The Dutch too well his mighty conduct knew. 
And matchless courage, since the former fight ; 

Whose navy like a stiff-stretch'd cord did shew. 
Till he bore in, and bent them into flight. 

122. 

The wind he shares, while half their fleet offends 
His open side, and high above him shows ; 

Upon the rest at pleasure he descends. 

And doubly harm'd, he double harms bestows. 

123. 

Behind, the Gteneral mends his weary pace. 
And sullenly to his revenge he sails ; 

So glides some trodden serpent on the grass. 
And long behind his wounded volume trails.^ 

124. 

The increasing sound is borne to either shore. 
And for their stakes the throwing nations fear ; 

Their passions double with the cannons' roar. 
And with warm wishes each man combats there. 

125. 

Plied thick and close as when the fight begun. 

Their huge unwieldy navy wastes away : 
So sicken waneing moons too near the sun, 
. And blunt their crescents on the edge of day^ 



Quum medii nexusy exlremceque agmina caudcB 
Solvuntur ; tardosque trahit sinus ultima orbes* 

YlROIU 
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126. 



And how, reduced on ^qual terms to fi^ht, 
Thdr ships like wasted patrimonies imow ; 

Wh^e the thin scattering trees admit the light, ' 
And shun each other's shadows as they grow. 

127. 

The warlike Prince had sever'd from the rest 
Two giant ships, the pride of all the main ; 

Which with his one so vigorously he pressed. 
And flew so home, they could not rise again, 

128. 

Already batter'd, by his lee they lay ; 

In vain upon the passing winds they call ; 
The passing winds through their torn canvass play» 

And flagging sails on heartless sailors fall. 

129. 

Their open'd sides receive a gloomy light, 
Dreadful as day let into shades below ; 
Without, grim Death rides barefaced in their sight, 
. . And urges entering billows as they flow. 

180. 

When one dire shot, the last they could supply. 
Close by the board the Prince's main«mast bore ; 

All three, now helpless, by each other lie, 
Atid this offends not, and those fear no more. 

131. 

So have I seen some fearful hare maintain 
A course, till tired before the dog she lay ; 

Who, stretch'd behind her, pants upon the plain. 
Past power to kill, as she to get away. 
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132. 



With his loll'd tongue be faintly licks hid ptey ; 

His warm breath blows her flix* up its she lies; 
She, trembling, creeps upon the ground nwliy^ 

And looks back to him with l^seeching eyes. 

isa 

The Prince unjustly does his stars sbcaM, 
Which hindered him to push his foftime on i 

For what they to bis courage did refuse. 
By mortal valour never must be done. 

134^ 

This lucky hour the wise Bdtavian takes. 
And warns his tatter'd fleet to follow home; 

Proud to have so got o£f with equal stakes. 
Where 'twas a triumph not to be o'eroome.f 

135. 

The Generars force, as kept alive by fight. 
Now not opposed, no longer can pursue } 

Lasting till heaven had done his courage right ; 
When he had conquered, he his weakness knew. 

186. 

He casts a frown on the departing foe. 

And sighs to see him quit the watery field ; 

His stern fix'd eyes no satisfaction show^ 
For all the glories which the fight did yield. 



♦ Corruptly for flax ; her down or fur, 
-^ m ■ Qitios opimus, 

Fallere et effugere iriunipkus est, , Note XXVIll. 
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187 

ij as when fiends di^ miracles avow, 
tands confess'd e'en by the boastful Dutch ; 
Y does his conquest disavow, 
thinks too little what they found too much. 

138. 

•d, he with the fleet resolved to stay ; 
ender thoughts of home his heart cUvide ; 
dc joys and cares he puts away, 
reauns are households which the great must 
guide.* 

139. 

le^ who unripe veins in mines explore, 
he rich bed again the warm turf lay, 
le digests the yet imperfect ore, 
know it will be gold another day ;f 

140. 

A our monarch on this early fight, 
»say and rudiments of great success ; 
aU-maturing time must bring to light, 
le he, like heaven, does each day's labour bless. 

141. 

1 ended not the first or second day, 
each was perfect to the work designed : 
d kings work, when they their wowc survey, 
uBsive aptness in all subjects find. 

142. 

len'd vessels first, with speedy care, 
plenteous stores do season'd timber send ; 
r the brawny carpenters repair, 

as the surgeons of maim'd ships attend. 

— ^— — ^-^^ 

* Note XXIX. t Note XXX. 

<. IX. I 
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143. 

With cord and canvass from rich Hamburgh sent» 
His navy's moulted wings he inlps* once more ; 

Tall Norway fir, their njasts in battle speht, 
Aiid Engush oak, sprung leaks and planks restore. 

144. 

All hands employed, the royal work grows warm ; 

Like labouring bees on a long summer^s day> 
Some sound the trumpet for the rest to swarm. 

And some on bells of taisted lilies play. 

145. 

With glewy wax some new foundations lay. 
Of virgin-combs, which from the roof are hung; 

Some arm'd within doors, upon duty stay. 
Or tend the sick, or educate the young^.f 

146. 

So here some pick out bullets from the sides. 
Some drive old oakum through each seam and lift ; 

Their left hand does the caulking-iron. guide, 
!J1ie rattling mallet with the nght they Kft. 



* To impf generally, is to ingraft ; but here l^ere la a rtferance 
to f^cgnry, in "^lehich, when the broken feather in a hawk'9 wing 
Id suppliea by art, it is said to be t9rap'^. 

t Qualis apes, estate Tuwa, perfiorea rura, 
Exercet sub sole labor, quum gentis adtdtos 
Educuntjbetus, out quum Uquentia mella 
Stipantf et dulci distendunt nectare ceUas ; 
Aut onera accipiunt venientum, aut agminefado 
Jgnceoftmfiusos pecus a prcesepibus arceiU ; 
Jtirvet opui, fwhlentqtui thi^mofragrantia mella. 

.£neid« lihi I* 
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147. 

With boiling pitch another near at hand, 
From frienoJy Sweden* brought, the seams in- 
stops; 

Whidi well paid o'er, the salt sea waves withstand. 
And shakes them from the rising beak in drops. 

148. 

Some the gall'd ropes with dawby marlinef bind. 
Or searcloth masts with strong tarpawlingt coats ; 

To try new shrouds, one mounts into the wind. 
And one below their ease or stiffness notes. 

149. 

Our careful monarch stands in person by. 
Hist new-cast cannons' firmness to explore ; 

The strength of big-com'd powder loves to try, 
And bflSi and cartridge sorts for every bore. 

150. 

Each.^i^ brings fresh supplies of arms and men« 
And ships which all last winter were abroad ; 

And such as fitted since the fight had be^. 
Or new from stocks, were fdl'n into the road. 

161. 

The goodly London, in her gallant trim, 
The phoenix-daughter of tiie vanished old,j^ 

^a rich bride does to the ocean swim. 
And oh her shadow rides in floating gold. 

* Sweden yras the only continental ally of Britain during this 



t Mimfhie, fi piece of untwisted rope^ dipped in pitch, and 
Warped nrand a cable to guard it 



t ^"'^f^J^y pitched canvass. 



Note XXXI. 
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152. 

Her flag aloft, spread ruffing to the wind, 

And sanguine streamers, seem the flood to fire ; 

The weaver, charmed with what his loom designed, 
Goes on to sea, and knows not to retire. 

153. 

With roomy decks, her guns of mighty strength. 
Whose low-laid mouths each mounting famow 
laves; 

Deep in her draught, and warlike in her length. 
She seems a sea-wasp flying on the waves. 

154, 

This martial present, piously designed. 
The loyal city give their best-loved king ; 

And, with a bounty ample as the wind. 

Built, fitted, and maintained, to aid him bring. 

155. 

By viewing Nature, Nature's handmaid, Ajt, 
Makes mighty things from smallbeginningsgrow: 

Thus fishes first to shipping did impart, • 
Their tail the rudder, and their head the prow. 

156. 

Some log, perhaps, upon the waters swam. 
An useless drift, idiich, rudely cut within. 

And hollow'd, first a floating trough became. 
And cross some rivulet passage did begin. 

157. 

In shipping such as this, the Irish kern. 

And untaught Indian, on the stream did glid^ ; 

Ere sharp-keeM boats to stem the flood did l^am. 
Or fin-like oars did spread from either side. 

Mm m y ». 

7 
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158. 



Add but 9 sail, and Saturn so appeared, 
Whai. from lost empire he to exile went, 

Ajod widi' the golden age to Tyber steer'd^ 
Where ccnn and conjmerce nrst he did invent. 

159. 

Rude as their ships was navigation then ; 

lilb.. useful compass or meridian known ; 
Coasting, they kept the land within their ken. 

And uiew no north but when the Pole-star shone. 

160. 

Of all, who since have used the open sea, 

Than the bold English none more &me have won ; 

B^ond the year, and out of heaven's high way,* 
They make discoveries where they see no sun, 

161. 

But what so long in vain, and yet unknown. 
By jpoor manrand's benighted wit is sought, 

ShaU m this age to Britain first be shewn, 
And hence be to admiring nations taught. 

162. 

The ebbs of tides, and their mysterious flow, 
W^e, as art's eleilhents, shall understand ; 

And as by line upon the ocean go, 

Whose paths shall be familiar as the land. 

163. 

Instructed ships shall sail to quick commerce,! 

By which remotest regions are allied ; 
Which makes one city of the universe. 

Where some may gain, and all may be supplied. 

* Exira anni solixque vias, — Viugil. 

f By a more exact nleasure of longitude.— >X)ry(/ef;. 
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164. 

Then we upon our globe's last Tstse ahall go. 
And view the ocean leaning on the sky t 

From thenoe our rolling neighbours we fchrilkiUUfi 
And on the lunar world securely pry. 

165. 

This I foretel from your auspidouti care^* 
Who great iii search of God and natuilie gio# ; 

Who beist your wise Creator's praise declare. 
Since best to praise His works is best to know. 

166. 

O truly royal ! who behold the law, t^ ■ 
And rule of beings in your Maki^s mkid {f 

And thence, like limbecs, ridi ideas draw,- 
To fit the levell'd use of human-kind. 

167. 

But first the toils of war we must endure, 
Afid &om the injurious Dutdi redeem the atas ; 

War makes the valiant of his right secure. 
And gives up fraud to be chastised with ease. 

168. 

Already were the Belgians on our coast,^: 
Whose fleet more mighty eViery day became 

By late success, which they did falsely boast. 
And now, by first appearing, seem'd to claim. 

169. 

Designing, subtile, diligent, and close, 

They knew to manage war with wise delay ; 

Yet all those arts their vanity did cross. 

And by their pride their prudence did betray. 



* Apostrophe to the Royal Society. 

t Note XXXII. t Note XXXIII. 
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;Nor>9ti^4 tbe Bnglkli long ; ivut^ w^Ujsuppiied, 

Apu^Mr. 91 numerpus a9 .^ mf^li^ 
*Xli^<iAlkilNi:| 9QW ky coiw^ge must l>e 

' Ab^jI^ mc^ew tl)p braver: gatic^ sbpw- . 

17L 

There was the P-Wi^fmt^ sqmukoa now €00^^ in. 
Which iB th^ Strait4 last winter was abroad ; 

Whidi twice on Biscay's woiidng bay had becai^ 
Ali4 OH the midland sea the Frencli had awed. 

17fi. 

C^^ISil^pert Allen, loyal all alonj^, 

Fanped ifor his action on the Smyrna fleet ;* 
And:i{(di3aes, whose ^ame shall live in^pic song^ 

While music numbers^ or while verse W feetf 

173. 

Holmes, the Achates of the general^ fight. 

Who first bewitched our eyes with (Gruinea gold; 

As onoe cdd Cato, in the Roman sight, - 
The tempting fruits of Afric did un&ld. 

174. 

With him went Spragge, as bountiful as brave, , 
Whom his high courage tocommandhadbrou^t '4 

Harman, who did the twice-fired Harry save» 
And in his burning ship undaunted fought.^ 

175. 

Young Hollis, on a Muse by Mars begot^ 

Born, Caesar-like, to write and act great deeds ; 

Inopatient to revenge his fatal shot. 

His right-hand doubly to his left succeeds. || 

• Note XXXIV. t Note XXXV. J Note XXXVI. 
i Note XXXVII. II Note XXXVIII. 
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176. 

Thousands were there in darker fiime that dWell, 
Whose deeds sonie nobler poem shall adorn ; 

And, though to me unknown, they sure fought wdl, 
Whom Kupert led, and who were Bitim boiiL 

177. 

Of every size an hundred fighting sail ; . 

So vast the navy now at anchor rides. 
That underneath it the pressed waters &il. 

And with its weight it shoulders off the tides. 

178. 

Now, anchors weighed, the seamen shout so fihriH, 
That heaven and earth, and the wide ocean, rings; 

A breeze from westward waits their sails to fill. 
And rests in those high beds his downy wings. 

179. 

The waiy Dutch this gathering storm foresaw. 
And durst not bide it on the English coast ; 

Behind their treacherous shallows they withdraw, 
And there lay snares to catch the British host. 

180. 

So the false spider, when her nets are spread. 
Deep ambush'd in her silent den does lie. 

And feels far off the trembling of her thread. 
Whose filmy cord should bind the struggling fly ; 

181. 

Then, if at last she find him fast beset. 
She issues forth, and runs along her loom ; 

She joys to touch the captive in her net. 
And drag the little wretch in triumph home. 
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182. 

The Belgians hoped, that, with disordeF'd hast^ 
Oar deep-cut keels upon the sands might run ; 

)r9 if with caution leisurely were past, 
Theimumerousgross^ might charge usoneby one. 

188. 

Sut with a fore-wind pushing them above. 
And swelling tide that heaved them iix)m below, 

yer the blind flats our warlike squadrons move. 
And with spread sails to welcome battle go. 

184. 

[t seem'd as there the British Neptune stood. 
With all his hosts of waters at command ; 

Beneath ,them to submit the ofRcious flood. 
And with his trident shoved them off the sand.f 

185. 

To the pale foes they suddenly draw near. 
And summon them to unexpected fight : 

They start like murderers when ghosts appear. 
And draw their curtains in the dead of night. 

186. 

Now van to van the foremost squadrons meet. 
The midmost battles hastening up behind ;| 

Wlio view &r off the storm of filing sleet. 
And hear their thunder rattling in the wind. 

187. 

At length the adverse admirals appear. 
The two bold champions of each country's right ; 

Their eyes describe the lists as they come near, 
And draw the lines of death before they fight. 

* GrotSt used as a substantive for '^ main body." 
f Lewa ipse iridefUi, et vasias aperit svrtes.'^'YinGiL. 
t Note XXXIX. 
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188. 

Thfd idistaxtce judged for shot of eveiy bus^' ' ' 
The linstocks touchy the ponderous ball expxia ;* 

The vigorous seaman every port-hole plies. 
And adds his heart to evary gun hefires ! ! 

189. 

Fierce was the fight on the proiid Belgianlsf sidiB^ 
For honour, which they seldom swj^ btfote ; 

But now they by their own vain boasts #ere tifld» 
And forced, at least in shew, to prize it moie. 

190. 

But sharp remembrance oa the English pMrt^ 
And i^hame of being match'd by such a foe^ 

Rouse conscious virtue up in every heart. 
And seeming to be stronger, makes them 80.f 

191. 

Nor long the Belgians could that fleet sustain. 
Which did two Generals' fates, and Cassar's bear ; 

Each several ship a victory did gain. 
As Rupert or as Albemarle were there. 

192. 

Their batter'd Admiral too soon withdrew, 
Unthaiik'd by ours for his unfinished fight ; 

But he the minds of his Dutch masters knew, ' ^ 
Who call'd that providence, whidi we calTd flight 

198. 

Never did men more joyfully obey. 
Or sooner understood the sign to fly ; 

With such alacrity they bore away. 
As if, to praise them, all the States stood by. 

* Expires, in the unusual sense of ** is blowti fbrtb.*' 
t Possttta qida posse videntur.^^YiB,Qiu 



I t 
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194. 

O famous leader of the Belgian fleet. 

Thy monument inscribed such praise shall wear. 
As Vano, timely flying, once did meet. 

Because he did not of his Rome despair.^ 

196. 

Behold that navy, which, a while beforcf. 
Provoked the tardy English close to fight ; 

Now draw their beaten vessels dose to shore. 
As larks lie dared, to shun the hebbie'sf flight. 

196. 

Whoe'ier would £nglish monuments survey. 
In other records may our courage know ; 

But let them hide the story of this day. 

Whose fame was'blemish'd by too base a foe. 

197. 

Or if too busily they will inquire 

Into a victory, wnich we disdain ; 
Then let them know, the Belgians did retire, 

Before the patron saint of injured Spain.t 

198. 

R^entin^ England this revengeful day 
To Fhmp's manes ^ did an offering bring ; 

England, which first, by leading them astray. 
Hatched up rebellion to destroy her king. 

♦ Note XL. t Spar-hawk. A lark is said to be 

dared^ by any object of terror wnicb makes it sit close. 

FueweD, nobility ! E'en let his grace go forward. 
And dace us with his cap, like luks.— — 

X St James, patron of Spain^ on -whose festival this battle was 
£mAi. See Note XLI. 

{^Philip II. of Spain, against whom the Hollanders rebelling, 
were aided by Queen Elizabeth. See Notes XLI. and XLI I. 
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199. 

Our fathers bent their baneful industry. 
To check a monarchy that slowly grew ; 

But did not France pr Holland's fate foresee. 
Whose rising power to swift dominion flew. 

200. 

In fortune's empire blindly thus we go. 

And wander i^r pathless destiny ; 
Whose dark resorts since prudence cannot know, 

In vain it would provide for what shall be. 

201. 

But whate'er English to the bless'd shall go. 
And the fourth Harry or first Orange meet ; 

Find him disowning of a Bourbon foe, 
And him detesting a Batavian fleet.* 

202. 

Now on their coasts our conquering navy rides. 
Way-lays their merchants, and their land besets ; 

Each day new wealth without their care provides; 
They lie asleep with prizes in their nets. 

SOS. 

So close behind some promontory lie 
The huge leviathans to attend their prey ; 

And give no chace, but swallow in the fry. 
Which through their gaping jaws mistake the 
way. 

204. 

Nor was this all ; in ports and roads remote. 
Destructive fires among whole fleets we send ; 

Triumphant flames upon the water float. 

And out-bound ships at home their voyage end.-|- 

♦ Note XLII. t Note XLIIL 
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205. 



Those various squadrons, variously designed, 
Each vessel freighted with a several load, 

Each squadron waiting for a several wind, 
All find but one, — ^to bum them in the road. 

206. 

Some bound for Guinea, golden sand to find. 
Bore all the gauds the simple natives wear ; 

Some for the pride of Turkish courts design'd^ 
For folded turbans finest Holland bear. 

207. 

Some English wool vex*d in a Belgian loom. 
And into cloth of spongy softness made. 

Did into France, or colder Denmark, doom. 
To ruin with worse ware our staple trade. 

208. 

Our greedy seamen rummage every hold. 
Smile on the booty of eadi wealthier chest ; 

And, as the priests who with their gods make bold. 
Take what they like, and sacrifice the rest. 

209. 

But ah ! how insincere are all our joys ! 

Which sent firom heaven, like lightning, make no 
stay ; 
Their palling taste the journey's length destroys. 

Or grief, sent post, o'ertakes them on the way. 

210. 

Swelled with our late successes on the foe, 
Which France and Holland wanted power to cross, 

We urge an unseen fate to lay us low, 
And feed their envious eyes with English loss. 
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211. 

Each element His dread command obeys, 
Who makes or rums with a smile or fh>wn ; 

Who, as by one He did our nation raise, 
So now He with another puUs us down. 

212. 

Yet, London ! empress of the northern dime^ 
By an high fate thou greatly didst expire ; 

Great as the world's, which, at the death of Tiine, 
Must &11, and rise a nobler frame by fire.^ 

21». 

As when some dire usurper heaven provides. 
To scourge his country with a lawless sway ; 

His birth, perhaps, some petty village hides, 
And sets his cradle out of fortune's way : 

214. 

Till fully ripe his swelling fate breaks out. 
And nurries biox to mighty mischi^& on ; 

His prince, surprised ^t first, no ill could doubt, . 
And wants the power tQi[Qeet it whentis kxiown : 

215. 

Such was the rise of this prodigious Fire, 
Which in mean buildings first obscurely b]?ed. 

From thence did soon to open streetis aspire. 
And straight to palaces and temples spiread. 

216. 

The diligence of trades and noiseful gain. 
And luxury more late, asleep were laid ; : 

All was the night's ; and, in her silent reign. 
No sound the rest of nature did invade. 



I ■ 4 



♦ Note XLIV. 
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«17. 

'n this deep quiet, from what source unknown, 
Those seeds of fire theh* fatal birth disclose ; 
.And, first, few scattering sparks abput were blown, 
B^ with the flames that to our ruin rose. 

218. 

Then in some close-pent room it crept along, 
Andy smouldering as it went, in silence fed ; 

Till th* infant monster, with devouring strong, 
iKr-ii.*^ boldly upright with exalted head. 



819. 

Now, like some rich or mighty murderer, 
Too great for prison, which he breaks with gold ; 

Who fii^her for new mischiefs does appear. 
And dares the world to tax him with the old : 

320. 

So 'scapes the insulting Fire his narrow jail. 
And makes small outlets into open air ; 

There the fierce winds his tender force as$ail. 
And beat him downward to his first repair. 

221. 

The wind, like crafty courtezans, withheld 

ffis flames from burning, but to blow them more ; 

And, every fi*esh attempt, he is repell'd 
With imnt denials, "^^eaker than before.* 

222. 

And now, no longer letted of his prey, 
He leaps up at it with enraged desire ; 

O'eriooks the neighbours with a wide survey, 
And nods at every house his threatning fire. 

* Hoc arte iractabat cujndum virum, ut ilUus animum inopia 
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223. 

The ghosts of traitors from the bridge descendi 
With bold fanatic spectres to rejoice ; . 

About the fire into a dance they bend. 
And smg their sabbath notes with feeUe voice.^ 

2S4. 

Our guardian angel saw them where they sate^ 
Above the palace of our slumbering king ; 

He sigh'd^ abandoning his charge to fate. 
And, droopmg, oft look'd badk upon the wing. 

235. 

At length the crackling noise and dreadful blaze 
CaU'd up some waking lover to the sight ; 

And long it was ere he the rest could raise. 
Whose heavy eyelids yet were ftdl of night 

226. 

The next to danger, hot pursued by fate. 
Half-clothed, half-naked, hastily retire ; 

And frighted mothers strike their breasts too late. 
For helpless infants left amidst the fire. 

227. 

Their cries soon waken all the dwellers near ; 

Now murmuring noises rise in every street ; 
The more remote run stumbling with their fear, 

And in the dark men jostle as they meet. 

228. 

So weary bees in little cells repose ; 

But if night-robbers lift the well-stored hive. 
An humming through their waxen city grows^ 

And out upon each other's wings they drive. 



■PW. 



* Note XLV, 
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229. 

Saw streets gro*w thronged, aiid busy as liy day ; 

Some niir for buckets to th6 hallowed quir^,; 
Some cut th6 pipes, and some the engjiiles pl^y. 

And sobie, ittore bold, ihouiit Iddderis to the fire. 

23d. 

In vajfr; far from the east a Belgian wind 
iHU h^jkile breath through the dry raftelics sent ; 

The flamed, impelrd^ sboh left their tbe^ behind, 
Arid i<Mrward with a wanton fury w4nt. 

2S1. 

A key *ii{ fire ran all along the shore, 

And ligfaten'd all the river with a Uaze ;* 

The wakeri'd tides becan again to roar. 
And wondering fisn in shining waters gaze, 

232. 

Old &ther Thames ndsed up his reverend head, 
Btife feiir'd the fate of Simbis would return ; f 

Deep ^ Itiis ooze he sought his sedgy bed. 
Arid shrunk his waters back into his urn. 

233. 

The fire, meantime, walks in a broader gross ; I 
To eiHier: hand his wjngs he opens wide ; 

He wajd^ the streets, and straight he reaches cross. 
And plays his lotiging flames on the other side. 

234. 

AtfirM they warm, then scorch, and then they take ; 

N6w with long necks from side to side they feed ; 
At length, growtl strong, their mother-fire forsake. 

And a hew colony of flames succeed. 

* Smda igtdjreta late relucent. f Note XL VI. 

X ibid word gro8St a9 already noticed; signifies " main body. 
'^ WM a milita^ phrase of the lime. 
VOL. IX. K 



If 



146 ANNUS MIRABILIS. 

235. 

To every nobler portion of the town 

The curlmg billows roll their restless tide ; 

In parties now they straggle up and down. 
As armies,^unopposed, ror prey divide, 

236. 

One mighty squadron with a side-wind sped. 
Through narrow lanesMscumber'dfiredo^haite ; 

JSjrpowerful charms of gold and silver led, 
Tne Lombard bankers and the Oiange to waste. 

237. 

Another backward to the Tower would go. 
And slowly eats his way against the wipd ; 

But the main body of the marching foe . 
Against the imperial palace is design'd. , 

238. 

Now day appears, and with the day the king,* 
Whose early care had robb'd him pf his rest ; 

Far off the cracks of falling houses ring, \ - 
And shrieks of subjects pierce his tender ;breast. 

239. 

Near as he draws, thick harbingers of smoke. 
With glooniy pillars^ cover all the, place ; . : ' 

Whose little intervals of night are broke . : .^ 
By sparks, that drive against his sacred iff(/p^,. 

240. 

More than his guards his sorrows made him known, 
And pious tears, which down his cheeks did shower; 

The wretched in his grief forgot their own. 
So much the pity of a king has power. 



* Note XL VII. 
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241. 

Ele wept the flames of what he loved so well. 
And what so well had merited his love ; 

Poir never prince in grace did more excel, 
C^ royal dty more in duty strove. 

342. 

Nor with an idle care did he behold ; 
; Sutgects may grieve, but monarchs must redress ; 
He chears the fearfu], and commends the bold, 
And makes despairers hope for good success. 

243. 

Himself directs what first is to be done. 
And orders all the succours which they bring ; 

The helpfid and the good about him run. 
And form an army worthy such a king. 

a 

244. 

He sees the dire contagion spread so fast. 
That where it seizes all relief is vain ; 

And therefore must unwillingly lay waste 

That country, which would else the foe maintain. 

245. 

The powder blows up all before the fire ;* 
The amazed flames stand gathered on a heap ; 

And from the precipice's brink retire. 
Afraid to venture on so large a leap. 

246. 

Thus fighting fires a while themselves consume. 
But straight, like Turks forced on to win or die, 

They first lay tender bridges of their fume. 
And o'er the breach in unctuous vapours fly. 

* Note XL VII I. 
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247. 

Fart stay^ for passage, till a gust of wind 
Ships o'er their forces in a shining sheet ; 

Part creeping under ground, their journey blind. 
And cmnbing from below their fellows meet. 

S48. 

Thus to some desert plain, or old wood-side^ 
Dire night-bags come from far to dahoe their 
round ; 

And o*er broad rivers on their fiends they ndcf. 
Or sweep in clouds above the blasted ground. 

S49. 

No help avails ; for, hydra4ike, the Fire 
Lifts up Bill hundred heads to aim hH Way i 

And scafee tlie wealthy can one half retire. 
Before he rushes in to share the prey. 

250. 

The rich grow supptiant, and the poor grow pro6d ; 

Those offer mighty gain, and these ask monte ; 
So void of pity is the ignoble crowd. 

When others' ruin may increase their store. 

251. 

As those who live by shores with joy behold 
Some wealthy vessel split or stranded nigfc ; 

And from the rocks leap down for shipwrecked gold, 
And seek the tempests which the others fly : 

252. 

So these but wait the owners* last despair. 
And whaf s permitted to the flames invade ; 

E'en from their jaws they hungry mors^k tear, - 
And on their backs the spoils of Vulcan lade; 
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35S. 

The ^J^ yiexe all in this lost lahour spent ; 

. Aud wbeq the weary king gave place to night, 
His'bewu^ he to bis royal brother lent, 

Anbd sfi fihoiie still in his reflective %ht* 

854. 

Night came, but without darkness or repose, 
. A dismal picture of the general doom ; 
^Iifaret «ouls distracted when the trumpet blows. 
And half unready, with their bodies come. 

255. 

Those who have homes, when home they do repair. 
To a last lodging call their wandering fnends ; 

Their short uneasy sleeps are broke with care. 
To look how near their own destruction tends. 

256. 

Those, who have none, sit round where once it was, 
An4 with full eyes eaqh wonted room require ; 

^y^yj^ng (he yet warm ashes of the place. 
As murd^r'd noien walk where they did expire. 

257. 

Bom$i stir up coals and watch the vestal fire, 
Odbers Ui vain from sight of ruin run ; 

And' while through burning lab'rinths they retire, 
W^h^loathing eyes repeat what they would shun. 

258. 

The most in fields, like herded beasts, lie down. 
To d^ws obnoxious on the grassy floor ;f 

And while their babes in sleep their sorrows drown, 
Sad parents watch the remnants of their store. 

♦ Note XLIX. t Note L. 
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269. 

While by the motion of the flames they guess 
What streets are burning now, and what are near, 

An infant, waking, to the paps would press^ 
And meets, instead of milk, a falling tear. 

260. 

No thought can ease them but their sovereign's care, 
Whose praise the afflicted as their comfort sing; 

E'en those, whom want might drive to just despair, 
Think life a blessing under such a king. 

261. 

Meantime he sadly suffers in their grief, 
Outweeps an hermit, and outprays a saint ; 

All the long night he studies their relief. 

How they may be supplied, and he may want. 

262. 

** O God,*' said he, " thou patron of my days. 
Guide of my youth in exile and distress ! 

Who me, unfriended, brought*st by wondrous ways, 
The kingdom of my fathers to possess : 

263. 

" Be thou my judge, with what unwearied care 

I since have labour'd for my people's good ; 
To bind the bruises of a civil war, 
' And stop the issues of their wasting blood. 

264. 

" Thou, who hast taught me to forgive the ill, • 
And recompense, as friends, the good misled ; . 

If mercy be a precept of thy will, 
Return that mercy on thy servant's head. 
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265. 

" Or if my heedless youth has stepped astray, 
Tdd soon forgetful of thy gracious hand. 

On me alone thy just displeasure lay. 
But take thy judgments from this mourningland. 

266. 

^* We all have sinn'd ; and thou hast laid us low, 
As humble earth, from whence at first we came : 

Like flying shades before the clouds we show. 
And shrink like parchment in consuming flame. 

267. 

'* O, let it be enough what thou hast done ! 

When spotted deaths ran arm'd through every 
street. 
With poison'd darts, which not the good could shun. 

The speedy could out-fly, or valiant meet ;* 

268. 

* The living few, and frequent funerals then. 
Proclaimed thy wrath on this forsaken place ; 

And now those few, who are return'd again. 
Thy searching judgments to their dwellings trace. 

269. 

* O, pass not. Lord, an absolute decree. 

Or bind thy sentence unconditional ; 
But in thy sentence our remorse foresee. 
And in that foresight this thy doom recal. 

270. 

"Thy threaf nings,Lord, as thine thou may^st revoke ; 

But, if immutable and fix'd they stand. 
Continue still thyself to give the stroke. 

And let not foreign foes oppress thy land.^t 

• Note LL t Note LII. 
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271. 

The Eternal heard, and from the heavenly quire 
Chose out the Cherub with the flaming sword ; 

And bade him swifUy drive the approa(£mg fire 
From where our naval magazines were rtoved. 

27SL 

The blessed minister his wings displayed. 
And like a shooting star he deft the night ; 

He charged the flames, and those that disobeyed. 
He lasnM to duty with his sword of light. 

278. 

The fugitive flames, chastised, went fcHrth to prqr 
On pious structiures, by our fathers r^ar'd ; 

By which to heaven they did affect the way. 
Ere faith in churchmen without works was heard. 

274- 

The wanting orphans saw, with watery eyes. 
Their founders' charity in dust laid low ; 

And sent to God their ever-aiiswer'd cries ; 
For he protects the poor, who made theni so. 

275. 

Nor could thy fabric, Paul's, defend thee long. 
Though thou wert sacred to thy Maker's praise; 

Though made immortal by a poet's son^, ^ 
And poets' songs the Theban walls could raise.* 

276. 

The daring flames peep'd in, and saw from far 
The awful beauties of the sacred quire ; 

But since it was prophaned by civil war. 

Heaven thought it fit to have it purged by fire. 

* NoteLIIL 8 ■ 
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277. 

Now down the narrow streets it swiftly came^ 
And^ TP^^^y Opening, did on both sides prey ; 

This benefit we sadly owe the flame* 
If only ruin must enlarge our way. 

278. 

And QQW four days, the sun had seen our woes ; 

^ Four nights the moon beheld the incessant fire ; 
It seem'd ai^ if the stars more sickly rose, - 

And &rther from the feverish north retire. 

# 

279. 

In the empyrean heaven, the bless'd abode. 
The Thrones and the Dominions prostrate lie. 

Not daring to behold their angry God ; 

AikI an hush'd silence damps the tuneful sky. 

280. 

At length the Almighty cast a pitying eye. 
And mercy softly touch'd his melting breast ; 

He saw the town's one half in rubbish lie. 
And eager flames drive on to storm the rest* 

281. 

An hollow crystal pyramid he takes. 

In firmamental waters dipt above ; 
Of it a broad extinguisher he makes. 

And hoods the flames that to their quarry drove. 

282. 

The vanquished fires withdraw from every place,t 
Or, full with feeding, sink into a sleep : 

Each household genius shows again his face^ 
And from the hearths the little Lares creep. 

♦ Note LI V. t NoteLV. 
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283. 

Our king this more than natural change beholds ; 

With sober joy his heart and eyes abound : 
To the All-good his lifted hands he folds. 

And thanks him low on his redeemed ground. 

284. 

As when sharp frosts had long constrain'd the earth, 
A kindly thaw unlocks it with cold rain ; 

And first the tender blade peeps up to birth. 
And straight the green fields laugh with promised 
grain. 

285. 

By such degrees the spreading gladness grew 
In every heart which fear had froze before ; 

The standing streets' with so much joy they view, 
That with less grief the perish'd they deplore. 

286. 

The father of the people open'd wide 

His stores, and all the poor with plenty fed : 

Thus God's anointed God's own place supplied. 
And fiU'd the empty with his daily bread. 

287. 

This royal bounty brought its own reward. 

And in their minds so deep did print the sense. 

That if their ruins sadly they regard, 

'Tis but with fear the sight might drive him thence. 

288. 

But so may he live long, that town to sway. 
Which by his auspice they will nobler make. 

As he will batch their ashes by his stay, 
And not their humble ruins now forsake.* 



Alluding to the city's request to the king not to leave them. 
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289. 

They have not lost their loyalty by fire ; 

Nor is their courage or their wealth so low. 
That from his wars tiney poorly would retire. 

Or beg the jaty of a vanquished foe, 

290. 

Not with more constancy the Jews, of old. 
By Cyrus from rewarded exile sent. 

Their royal city did in dust behold. 

Or with more vigour to rebuild it went.* 

291. 

The utmost malice of the stars is past, 

Aiid two dire comets, which have scourged the 
town. 

In thdr own plague and fire have breathed their last. 
Or dimly in their sinking sockets frown. 

292. 

Now firequent trines the happier lights among. 
And high-raised Jove, from his dark prison freed. 

Those -weights took off that on his planet hung, 
Will gloriously the newJaid works succeed.f 

293. 

Methinks already from this chemic flame, 
I see a dty of more precious mould ; 

Rich as the town J which gives the Indies name, 
With silver paved, and all divine with gold. 

2i)4. • 

Already labouring with a mighty fate. 

She shakes the rubbish from her mountain brow. 

And seems to have renew'd her charter's date, . 
Which heaven will to the death of Time allow. 

♦ Note LVI. t Note LVII. % Mexico. . 
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S95. 

More great than human now, and more august^* 
Now deified she fix>m her fires does rise; . 

Her widenmg streets on ^ew foundations trust. 
And opening into larger parts she flies.f 

2ft6. 

Before, she like some shepherdess did ahow» 
Who sat to bathe her by a river^'S «ide ; 

Not answering to her fiime, but rude and 1qw» 
Nor taught the beauteous arts of modem pride. 

297. 

Now, like a Maiden Queen, she will behold^ 
From her high turrets, hourly suitors oome ; 

The East with incense, and the West with gold. 
Will stand like suppliants to receive her doonL 

298. 

The silver Thames, her own domestic flood. 

Shall bear her vessels like a sweeping tndn ; 
And often wind, as of his mistress piroud, 
* With longing eyes to meet her face again. 

299. 

The wealthy Tagus, and the wealthier Rhine, 
The glory of their towns no more shall boast ; 

And Seyne, that would with Belgian rivers join,^ 
Shall find her lustre stain'd, and trafiic lost. 

300. 

The venturous merchant, who designed, more far. 
And touches on our hospitable shore. 

Charmed with the splendour of this northern star, 
Shall here unlade him, and depart no more. 

* Augusta, the old name of London. f Note LVIII. 
i Alluding to the alliance betwixt France and Holland. 
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301. 



Our powerful navy shall no longer meet. 
The wealth of France or Holland to invade ; 

The beauty of this town, without a fleet, 
From all the world shall vindicate her trade. 

302. 

And while this famed emporium we prepare. 
The British ocean shall such triumphs boast. 

That thbse, who now disdain our trade to share. 
Shall rob like pirates on our wealthy coast. 

808. 

Already we have conquered half the war. 
And the less dangerous part is left behind ; 

Our trouble now is but to make them dare. 
And not so great to vanquish as to find.* 

304. 

Thus to the eastern wealth through storms we go, 
.But now, the Cap6 once doubled, fear no more ; 

A odnstant trade-wmd will securely blow, 
And gently lay us on the spicy shore.f 



*i ■ I ■• » 



-\ . . . . 



.^. llie ^iisgraceful surprise of Chatham, in 1667, baffled this 

f; Se^i^i^ to the monsoons, which the navigators fall in with 
upto doubling the Caipe of Good Hope. 
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Note I. 



In ikrinjin^ qrU^k^g time had HoOand gron^g > : r 

: Grpucking at ^ome, and cruel when abroad; . : , . ^^ 
Scdrce leaving ui ihemeank to claim our own ; ' * ' 
Our king they courted^ and our merchants awed, 

St. 1. p. 104f. 

The jealousy of coittmerce between Holland and Engflaadire- 
comroencled a Dutch war- to the nation ; while the kins^ ins^si- 
ble to the manj advances made him by the States, cheri9hed jbl 
hearty detestation at their mode of govei'hment, and the oiAiiieTB 
of tbejr people in general* Some of the regicides had l^obght 
shelter in Holland; and it was only by the uncommon alertness 
of Downes^ the British ambassador, that they were seized and sent 
to England. Nay^ De Witty and other leaders in the States, kept 
up a secret correspondence with Ludlow^ and the other bamhed 
republican English, in hopes that their party might yet find 
work for Charles in his own kingdom. Meanwhile, they extended 
beyond measure their personal deference for Charles ; willing to 
avoid a war, which, in any event, must be prejudicial to their 
commerce, and which, from the valour which the English had 
displayed in 1653, might probably be unfortunate. But the in* 
terest of the East Indian and African Companies, both of which 
were highly favoured by Charles in the beginning of his reign, 
and the unatoned injuries which they had sustained from the 
Dutch, were a sufficient counterpoise to every pacific overture 
on the part of Holland. 
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Note 11. 

And this may prove our second Punic War* 

St 5. p. 105. 

The first being that which the Parliament declared agaipst the 
States^ and which Cromwell carried on with great success in 
] 653-4. 

Note III. 

See how he feeds the Iberian with delays, , 

To render us his Hmely friendship vain ; 

And whUe his secret sotd on Flanders prets. 
He rocks the cradle of the babe of Spain* 

St. 8. p. 105. 

France^ a nation ever remarkable for seeing almost intuitive* 
ly her own interest^ was not willing that the domineering spirit 
<n Cromwell should revive under the restored monarchy of Eng- 
land. Richelieu had been forced to comply, to a certain extent^ 
with the rash, and often impolitic^ but always energetic and da* 
ring, schemes of the Protectorj,^ endeavouring, at the same time, 
to make them subservient to his own purposes. But when there 
waa no danger of England uniting with Spain and Holland against 
Fiance, it was much more the interest of that kingdom^ that the 
two-great naval powers should waste their strength in mutual 
warfSre, or even that France should assist the weaker, than that 
she abould join with the stronger, to oppress the other entirely. 
Besides, the French faction, with De Witt at their head, was now 
paramount in Holland ; and the indirect effect of any signal suc- 
cess of the English must be the restoration of the house of Orange, 
so closely allied to Charles II. and the hereditary enemy of France, 
to the dignity of the office of Stadtholder ; an office, which, with 
the family who held it, has been uniformly respected or degra- 
dedy as the English or French faction prevailed in the United 
Provinces. - The French court had therefore various reasons for 
making the Dutch *^ lords by sea," since they could give them 
** law by land ;" and these finally weighed so deeply, as to lead 
them to take a part, though but a cold one, agaust Britain in 
this yery war. 

. The Spanish provinces in the Netherlands had always been the 
cibject of French cupidity; and, according to Count D'Estrade, 
a scheme was now formed for dividing them between France and 
Holland ; which, however, the French court took great and suc- 
cessful care to conceal from the party who were to be sufferers. 
Hus policy Dryden has termed, '^ rocking the cradle of the babe 
rf Spain." 
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iJole IV. 
Him aged teamen might their Toaster call. 
And chute J'or general, mere he not their ting. 

St. 1*. p. 107- 

1 ' " As it is on all hands confessed, that never any English, per- 
haps I miffht say, any prince, without distinction of countries, 
understood maritime attiiirs so well as Charles II. did ; so it can- 
not surprise any intelligent reader, when we assert, that the £ng. 
lish navy received very great advantages from his sfcill and cue 
in matters of this nature. It must indeed be allowed, that he 
found the fleet, at his restoration, in an excellent situation, and 
abundance of very able men employed therein ; and it must like, 
wise be confessed, to the honour of his government, that he 
preserved them in their several posts, wiUiout any reaped to 
party, which, without question,' contributed not a little to the in* 
crease of our naval power, t^ow intent te was, for the first ten 
years of his reign^ in promoting whatever had a tendency this 

■ way, apjiears from all tiie_ candid histories of those times, from 
the collections of orders, tuid cither public papers relating to the 
dlrecdon of the navy while the Duke qf Y ork was admiral, pub- 
lidjed of late ; * andj in a short and narrow compass, from tSe 
speech made 1^ Ae lDrd.keeper Bridgeman, who affirmed, that, 
mm iSQO tp I€70, the charge of the na^ had never amounted 
to less than 500,00(9. a-year." — Lives of the Admrals, Vol II. 
p. 331. 

Note V. 

And heaven, at ^ there manied light* ahove. 
For tapert made two glaring comet* rite. 

St. 16. p. 107. 
A comet was seen on the I4th of December 1664, whidi lasted 
almost three months; and another, the 6th of April, 1 665 > which 
was visible fourteen dnya—'Aj^iendix to Sherhvm't TramliOum o/' 
MmdUiu.p. ftil. Comets, it is welt known, were in extrem^ 
bad repute among the astrologers of this period. Lilly, an nn- 
questionable authority, treats these stars with extreme seVeri^; 
hardly justiGable by his blunt averment, that '* truth is truth, and 
a horse is a horse." t Dryden himself, not contented with tum- 



'*' Henwin of English alftin, chiefly nival, from 1660 to 1673, bj Ui Bond 
Hi{[htun Jama Duke of Yoik." Loud. m», Sto. 

+ While then aheeti were goiag lo preoi (to use the ipproTcd editMial tilKf- 
nolo^,] I hive dbcovered that then abalnue truths were asterled, not i^ LUlj 
hiniKV, but a bnMhn Philo-malh, Diehard Kirbf. in hia Fata Aitmbgiau, or 
Enghuiil'i Aitn)1ogt«Bl Prophet. 
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ing these two blazing stars into farthing candles, has elsewhere, 
in this poem^ charged them with causing the pestilence, and the 
great fire of London : 

The ntmost malice of the stars is past ; 

And two dire comets, which have scourged the town. 
In their own plague and fire have^ breathed their last, 

Or dimly in their sinking sockets frown. 

The evil opinion which the astrolofi^ers entertained of comets, 
they summea up in these barbarous Hnes : 

Ocio Cometa mala htBC fulgendo per ^thera signat f 
Ventui^ Sterilitas, Aqua, Pestis prasdominantur 
Bixa^ Tremor i morUur Dux ^ fit mutaiio rcgni. 

Note VI. 

Victorious York didjirst, with famed success. 
To his known valour make the Dutch give place, 

St. 19. p. 108. 

This battle, one of the most decisive and glorious fought du- 
ring the war, our author had already celebrated in the verses to 
the Duchess, immediately preceding this poem ; to which, and 
to the notes, the reader is referred. The famous Dutch admiral 
Opdam, in his fla^-ship, thc^ Eintracht, blew up, while closely 
engaged with the Duke of York in the Royal Charles. Shortly 
afterwards, four or five Dut<:;h vessels became unmanageable, fell 
on board of each other, and were all burned by a single fire-ship. 
Three others were destroyed in the same condition, and by the 
same means. Two Dutch vice-admirals were killed, whose ships^ 
bearing away, drew many out of the line, so that Van Tromp, 
who fought gallantly, had, out of a hundred and three ships, 
only thirty left, to continue a retreating action. This victory 
was gained on the Sd June, 1665. 

Note VII. 

And therefore doomed that Lawson should be slain. 

St. 20. p. 108. 

Sir John Lawson, the gallant seaman here mentioned, rose from 
a mean station in the navy, to be an admiral under the Parliament. 
He distinguished himself in the Dutch war of 1 653, by the incre- 
dible damage which the flying squadron he commanded did to the 
commerce of the States. He entered afterwards into some cabals 
"witfa the fifth-monarchy-men, a set of pretended saints, who would' 

VOL. IX. L 
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hear of nothing but a theocracy. It does not appear, whethCT, onf 
the part of Lawson, this was an alliance of policy or jprincipk ; 
but It cost the admiral an imprisonment under the vigilant admi^ 
nistration of Cromwell. He was set at liberty, and deoared by the 
Parliament vice-admiral of the Channel iieet, which he induced 
by his influence to declare for-the Restoration. The admiral was 
rewarded for this service by the honour of knighthood/ and high 
trust from his sovereign. In the great battle off Loestoff, Sir John 
Lawson met the glonous death which Drydep has here ccmime- 
morated. He was rear-admiral to the Duke of York, and main- 
tained his high character for valour and seamanship till late in 
the action, when he received a musket-shot in the knee; and by 
its effects was prevented from enjoying the victory, to which he 
had greatly contributed. He died a lew days after the action, 
in full enjo3anent of his country's triumph, and his own glory. 

Note VIII. 

Their chief blown up, in air^ not waves, expired. 
To which his pride presumed to give the law, 

St. 25. p. 108. 

The Dutch occasionally conducted their naval expeditions with 
great and insolent affectation of superiority. Upon one occasion 
their admiral sailed with a broom at his main-top-gallant-mast, 
to signify, he had swept the narrow seas of the English. Opdam, 
as already mentioned, blew up while along side of the Duke of 
York. Some imputed this accident to the revenge of a negro 
slave ; others, to some carelessness in the distribution of the am- 
munition. 

Note IX. 

Like hunted castors, conscious of their store. 

Their way-laid wealth to Norway's coasts they bring. 

St. 25. p, log. 

This alludes to an action variously judged of, and very much 
noted at the period. The Turkey and East India fleets of Holland, 
very richly laden, and consisting, according to D*Estrades, often 
Indiamen, seventeen ships from Smyrna, and twenty-eight from 
other ports, valued at 25 millions of livres, havinggone north about 
to avoid encountering the English, and flnding, that they could not 
with safety attempt to get into their own harbours even by that 
circuitous route, had taken shelter in the bay of Bergen. The 
Earl of Sandwich, who now commanded the fleet, the Duke ofYoik 
having gone ashore, despatched Sir Thomas Tydiman with a sqiia* 



NOTES ON ANNUS MIRABILIS. 163 

dron to attack them. It is 8aid^|that the King of Denmark privately 
enoouriu^ this attempt^ on condition of sharing the wealthy spoils 
of the iKillanders^ and that messengers were actually despatched 
by him^ bearing orders to the governor of Bergen to afford them 
no protection. If this was so, the English acuniral, after lying 
three days inactive before the bay^ rumed the design by a pre* 
mature attack upon the fleet ere the royal mandate nad arrived, 
when the Danish governor took the natural and generous course 
of vindicating the neutrality of his harbour^ permitted the Dutch 
tofortify themselves by erecting batteries onshore* and supported 
them by the fire from the castle, which covered the bay. Not- 
withstanding this interference of the Danes^ which seems to have 
have been unexpected^ the English admiral bore into the bay, 
commenced the assault with great fury, and continued it until a 
contrary wind, joined to the brave opposition of the Dutch and 
Dan^ obliged him to desist from the attempt. On this subject, 
we may, I uiink, conclude, that the attack was premature, if the 
admiral had good reason to expect the assistance of Denmark, 
but too long delayed if he was to depend on his own strength. 
The scheme is thus satirized by Rochester : 

The Bergen business was well laid. 

Though we paid dear for that design. 
Had we not three days parleying staid. 

The Dutch fleet there, Charles, had been thine. 
Though the fidse Dane agreed to sell *um, 
He cheated us, and saYed Skellum. 

The Insipid*, 

Another wit of the time says, 

r 

To Bergen we with confidence made haste. 
And the secret spoils by hope already taste. 
Though Clifford in the character appear 
Of supra cargo to our fleet, and there > 
Wearing a signet ready to dap on. 
And seize all for his master Arlington.* 



Now can our navy see the wishM fbr port. 
But there (to see the fortune) was a fort ; 



* Sir Thomai Cli£Rird was the person through whose medium Tjrdiman carried on a treaty 
"l the Dtnlah governor Alfeldt, for the surrender of the Dutch fleet; thesipoerity of whidi, 
llw part of toe Danes, may be greatly doubted, tsince their after conduct evinced an un- 
'ias dedreof securing the whole booty of the imfortunate Dutdmieo for themselves, 
thsy mutt otlierwise have divided witli the English. Sec Ralph*t Hitt, VoU I . p. 1 18. 



ti 
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Sandwich would not be beaten, nor yet beat ; 

Fool8 only fight, the prudent use to treat. 

His cousin Mountague, by court disaster. 

Dwindled into ttie wooden horse^s master; 

To speak of peace seemM amongst all most proper, 

Had Talbot treated then of nought but copper ; 

For what are forts when void of ammunition. 

With Mends, or foes, what would we more condition ? 

Yet we, three days, till the Dutch fumishM all. 

Men, powder, money, cannon— -treat with wall : 

Then Tydeman, finding the Danes would not, 

8ent in six captains bravely to be shot. 

And Mountague, though drest like any bnde« 

And aboard him too, yet was reach'd and died. 

The following more serious account of the Bergen attempt is 
taken from a poet^ who started with our author in the race of 
panegyric, on the exploits of the naval war. His work is entitled 
a Poem, being an Essay upon the Present Warmth the Dutch 1666, 
by John James. 

Trusting the north as the securer way. 
They court the night for treasures of the day ; 
Sweet spices, gums, and all the sun can boast. 
Or the indulgence of the Indian coast. 
Pay tribute to their hopes^ which ^ lest they may 
Perish near home, in withered Norway stay 9 
Where that rough Satyr, Bergen^ is possess'd 
Of the rich spoik of the luxurious east. 
The port was the dark burden of that Womb, 
Whose liquid bowels are the greedy tomb 
Of trade and hope, by art improved to be 
From foes a refuge, boisterous winds, and sea. 
The worth and safety, though not equal fate 
Of this fair prize, might Jason's emulate ; 
That yellow fleece, bulls hoord with thunder kept, 
And a near watchful guard, that never slept. 
This doister*d, in the hostile harbour lay. 
Maintained by castles and a treacherous way* 
The English, that this proud return did wait^ 
More conscious of revenge than guilty fate. 
Attempt, with one bold squadron of their fleets 
To render vows, though not their hopes, complete* 
Obsequious to their courage, they dispense 
Through the sad lake a bloody influence ; 
Which bears in sight of the unfaithful shore. 
And spoils the freight we would have saved before. 
Art, fury, all to ruin had designed 
These joys of peace, but the enamour'd wind, 
Which, like a Phoenix* in that nest would lie. 
And with a surfeit of these odours die. 
Thus jealous grown, does with full cheeks oppose 
These flames, which ships dissembled to our foes. 
Retreating thence as lions, which some wile, 
Or stratagem, did of their prey beguUe, 
We cleave the briny element to meet 
Dodona, sacred to our Jove, the fleet. 
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Note X. 

Nor rvhoUy lost we so deserved a preif ; 

For storms, repenting, part of it restored; 
Which, as a tribute from the Baltic sea. 

The British ocean sent her mighty lord, 

St. 31. p. 110. 

The famous D^ Witt set sail at the head of the Dutch fleet in 
person^ to telieve the ships, which were still detained in Bergen 
by the Danish governor. It seems they had found a new ene- 
my in their old protector, who refused to let them sail, until they 
paid a ransom of 100,000 crowns. The arrival of De Witt made 
Alfeldt change his note, and the persecuted Hollanders sailed 
^m their harbour of dubious refuge, at no heavier a composition, 
thaod leaving the cannon, which they had sent ashore, to mount 
the land batteries against the English* But in their return, De 
Wltfs large fleet and valuable cargo were scattered in a storm : 
the vice-admiral, and rear-admiral of the East India fleet, ships 
of immense value, with several merchant vessels and men oiwar, 
were picked up by the English squadrons, and so furnished the 
pfijyvLie which Dryden alludes to in this and the following verses. 

Note XI. 

Let Munster's prelate ever be accursed. 
In whom we seek the German Jaith in vain. 

St. 37. p. 111. 

Tacitus had informed our author, that the German faith wfut 
proverbial, '' Nullos mortaliumjide aut armis ante Germanos esse" 
Bertrand Von Der Ghalen, the warlike Bishop of Munster, whom 
the poet pronounces an exception to this honourable distinction 
of the Germans^ was the only ally of Charles upon the Continent, 
during this war. He burst into the United States, at the he^d of 
a mercenary army of 20,000 men. With this force, he over-rjjin 
the province of Overyssell, where his soldiers distinguished theip- 
selves less by military valour, than by an exorbitant licence, ra- 
pine^ and cruelty^ wnich did little honoi|r to their reverend ge* 
neraL But his progress was speedily checked by a French army ; 
and, as the elector of Brandenburgh threatened his states with in- 
vasion, he found himself compelled to make a separate peace, as- 
signing as a reason, amongst others, the irregularity of remitting 
the promised subsidies from England. This is rather inconsistent 
with Dryden's charge, that " money given, had tempted him to 
ill ;** but in such cases^, the party subsidized usually thinks he has 
received too little for his servicei as those, who pay him, are apt 
^ suppose he hi^ had too much. Sir William Temple was d^s* 
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patched^ to prevent Che Bishop from making the separate peace 
here complamed of^ but he did not arrive till after it had been 
signed. 

Note XII. 

With France to aid the Dutch the Danes unite; 
France as their tyrant, Denmark as their slave. 

St. 42. p. 112. 

France» unwilling to expose her infant navy in a war with Eng« 
land, long endeavoured to mediate between.the two grei^ man* 
time stateSf and did not undertake to support the Dutch in their 
perilous conflict, until all means of negociation had been exhaust- 
ed, and the tottering state of Holland rendered immediate aid ne* 
cessary. About the same time^ Dennnurkj after much vacillating 
and double-handed policy, at length openly united with France 
and Holland* against England. The French declaration of war 
was made in January \&^S, and that of Denmark soon after* 
wards. 

Note XIIL 

Lewis had chased the English from his shore ; 
But Charles, the Frenckf as subjectst does invite. 

St. 45. p. 112. 

By the French declaration of war, all intercourseiwas prohibit- 
ed between the belligerent nations, and the subjects of England 
were ordered to leave France. But, in the English cpunter-decla- 
ration, this visual prohibiipry. clause was quali&d by the king's de- 
claration, '^ That all such of the French or Dutch nation remain- 
ing in his dominions, as should demean themselves dutifully, with- 
out corresponding with' his enemies, should be safe in their per- 
sons and estates, and free from all molestation and trouble ;" and 
further the king declared, '^ That if any of the French or Low 
Country subjects upon any reason shoifld come into his kingdoms* 
they should be all protected in their persons and estates, and espe- 
cially those of the reformed religion, whose interest should ever 
be particularly owned by him/*— Ralph's History^ Vol. I. j^. 159, 

Note XIV. 

The double charge his subjects' love supplies^ 
Who in that bounty to themselves are hind; 

So glad Egyptians see their Nilus risfi, 

And in his plaity their abundance fnd.'^Su 46. p. 1 1^. 

This beautiful and appropriate simile is applied to the liberal 
supply, voted by the House of Commons, mentioned in the ad- 
dress to the king, at the prorogation in 1665. After reminding 
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ihe king of their engagement, to assist him with their lives and 
fortunes against the Dutch, the address proceeds: '*.The English 
man useth to speak as he writes^ and the English parliament^ to 
speak as they think. No security on earth can be greater than the 
engagement of your two houses of parliament. Sed quid verba 
audiamf dum facta videam ! As a demonstration of their fidelity^ 
I am commanded to present unto your Majesty this bill^ where- 
by they have given into your Majesty twdve nundsed and fifty 
thousand pounds, to be levied in two years, beginning from Christ* 
mas nezt^ by quarterly payments^ added to the foiTner royal aid. 
And, that your Majesty's occasions may be supplied with ready 
money* we have, by the bill, prepared an undoubted security for 
all such persons as shall bring their monies unto the public bank 
of the Exchequer. As the rivers do naturally empty themselves 
onto the sea, so* wd hope the veins of gold and silver in this na- 
tio[|qi will pWtilully run into this ocean, for the maintepance of 
ycmr Mqesty's just sovereignty of the seas." It is possible^ that 
the quaint expressions, contdned in the last sentence, suggested 
jto Dryd^ the simile, wh^ch so far excels that of the speaker* 

NoteXV. 

WWi equal fomr he does two chiefs create^^^U 47* p. 1 13. 

The Duke o£York being the heir apparent of the crown, it was 
not judged proper that he should expose himself in a second sea- 
fight* likely to prove as bloody and dangerous as that of the 3d 
June 1664<. Prince Rupert and the Duke of Albemarle were 
appointed to the command of the grand Qeet* in the absence of 
the Earl of Sandwidi, who was tnen absent, as ambassador in 
l^pain. These two great men had neither of them been bred to 
toe sea* Prince Rupert was well known by the distinguished part 
which he had taken for his uucle, Charles I., in the great Civil 
War. When the royal cause became untenable on land, he long 
endeavoured to maintain it by sea, assuming for that purpose the 
con^mand of the fleet* which had revolted from the rarliament 
to the Prince of Wales. The Prince did not relinq^uish his war 
afiainst the Commonwealth^ and their Spanish alhes, until his 
iniole fleet had been destroyed, by severe service and tempests. 

. At the period of the Dutch war, age, and a long train of mis- 
fbrtunes, had chastened the original fire of his temper, and 
taught him that prudence, which he wanted in the Civil Wars ; 
wheOj .with his impetuous but ill-disciplined cavalry^ he usually 

. bore down all before him, but vanished from the field in pursuit 
of the vanquished, leaving his less successful friends exposed 
without support. In other respects, he was fitted for a great 
ponuumderi t)oth by his natural talents and acquired en4ow- 
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ments, and was a great favourite with the nation^ because^ thoug|i 
a foreigner, he bore a heart truly English. 

George Monk, Duke of Albemarle, the restorer of English mo- 
narchyji united in his person some very different qualities. With 
a steady^ reserved, and even tardy manner,^ he was in action 
fierce and daring to the last degree ; adopting the most despe- 
rate course^ with the air and manner of the most cool delibera- 
tion* He had signalized himself against the Dutch, during the 
war of the commonwealth, being in the chief coinmand of the 
fleets when they received the dreadful defeat in 1633^ to whiph 
our poet alludes in the following lines : 

The Duke beheld, like Sdpio, with disdaip, 
The Carthage which he ruinM rise once more ; 

And shook aloft the fasces of the main. 
To fright those slaves with what they fell before. 

The Duke accepted the joint command with Prince Rupert> in 
1665, much against the aavice of his friends, who accounted it 
raah in him to stake upon the issue of a battle the well-earned 
fame which he had acquired by signal successes in war, and by 
accomplishing a mighty revolution without bloodshed. But he 
resolved to exert his talents once more for his country in this 
trying. Crisis; a circumstance highly gratifying to the seamen, 
who crowded to man the fleet, sayings they were sure " Honesi 
George would see them rvelljed and duly paid;" a compliment 
more hohpurable than many of more courtly expression. 

Note XVI. 

Ou,r fleet divides , and straight the Dutch appear 9 
In number y and a famed commander^ bola. — Si. 54. p. 114. 

When Prince Rupert and Albemarle were about to sail from 
the Downs, they received advice from the king, that the French 
had fitted out a strong squadron to join with the Dutch fleet, ac- 
companied by a positive order, that Prince Rupert, with seventy 
men of war, should sail in quest of the French, and fight them 
before the intended junction. This order occasioned the sepa- 
ration of the fleet ; a circumstance, which, as the intelL'gence 
concerning the supposed French squadron was totally false, oc- 
casioned a heavy, and, but for the bravery of Albemarle, an over- 
whelming disaster. On the first of June, the Duke descried the 
Dutch fleet, consisting of seventy-six sail, under the famous De 
Ruy ter, whereas he himself had not above fifty. After calling a 
council of war, in which it was agreed in spite of all odds to en- 
gage the enemy, the Duke began the battle, which was conti- 
nued with incredible fury during that whole day. The event 
will be found in the ensuing notes. 
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Note XVII. 

And as the built, so different is thejight ; 

Their mounting shot is on our sails designed : 
Deep in their hulls our deadly bullets light. 

And through the yielding planks a passage Jlnd. 

St. 60. p. 115. 

The narrative of this fight, published by authority^has this pas- 
sage. ^* It is certain, that they must every where have suffered a 
much greater loss of men than we, from the difference in our man- 
ner of fighting ; for they, shooting high, and at a great distance, 
damaged us most in our rigging ; and we, on the other hand^ for- 
bearing to shoot but when we came near, and then levelling most 
^t the hulls, must needs have done more execution upon their 
men." The Dutch, on the other hand, did great damage to the 
rigging of the British squadron by the use of chain-shot, then a 
pew invention.: 

Buyter no less with virtuous fury burns, 
And prodigies for miracles returns ; 
Yet be ebserved how still his iron balls 
Recoil'd in vain gainst our oaken walls ; 
How the hard pellets fell away as dead. 
By our inchanted timber fiUipped. 
Leave then, said he, the invulnerable keel ; 
We*ll find their feeble, like Achilles* heeL 
He, quickly taught, pours in continual clouds 
Of charm'd dilemmas through our sinewM shrouds ; 
Forests of masts fall with their rude embrace, 
Our stifi^ sails mashM and netted into lace. 
Till pur whole navy lay their wanton mark, 
f. Nor any ship could sail but as the ark : 
Shot in the wing, so at the fowler^s call. 
The disappointed bird doth fluttering fall. 
Yet Monk, disabled, still such valour shows. 
That none into his mortal gripe dare close ; 
So some old bustard maimM, yet loth to yield. 
Duels the fowler in Newmarket field. 

Jnstruettom to a Painter, p, 2. 

It is curious to observe how long this characteristic difference, 
betwixt the English mode of fighting and that of the seamen of 
mU other nations, appears to have distinguished them. 

Note XVIII. 

Heroes of old, tiohen wounded, shelter sought : 
But he, who meets all danger with disdain. 
Even in their Jace his ship to anchor brought, 
Jind steeple-high stood propt upon the main. 

St. 62. p. 115. 
The daring spirit of Monk was not more conspicuous at any 
period of his adventurous liie tlian in this grand and desperate ac« 
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Note XXV, 

The foe approached ; and one, for his bold sin, 
Iras sunk, as he that touch'd the ark tvas slain. 

St, 94>. p. 121. 

The simile is takeiiy not very decently^ fVom 1 Chronicles, 
Chap. xiii. 

Verse 7. " And they carried the ark of God in a new cart, out 
of the house of Abinadab^ and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. 

8. " And when thfey came to the threshing floor of Chidin, 
UzsBa put forth his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled. 

10. *' And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzza, 
luid he smote him, because he put his hand to the ark ; and there 
he died before God.' 



»» 



Note XXVI. 

For now brave Rupert from afar appears. 

Whose waving streamers the glad General knows. 

St 105. p. 123. 

The English, upon the 8d of June, seemed to have nothing lefl 
them save the glory of a desperate defence, when, about noon, a 
third fleet was descried, crowding every sail to the assistance of the 
vanquished English, or to complete the triumph of the victorious 
Itollanders. It might have been the French squadron under the 
Duke of Beaufort, and the naval power of England was ruined 
for ever. Albemarle, however, bore boldly down towards the ad- 
vancing strangers, and, with inexpressible sensations, discovered 
Prince Rupert, with the white squadron of England, hastening to 
his relief. Betwixt the fleets of Albemarle and Rupert lay some 
dangerous shoals, noticed by Dryden in Stanza 114. On one of 
' these, called the Galloper, Admiral Sir George Ay scue was so un- 
fortunate as to strand his vessel, the Royal Prince, one of the lar- 
gest in the fleet, and forced by his own seamen to strike his flag. 
fie was made prisoner by the Dutch, who burned his ship, and, 
after leading him in a sort of triumph through various parts of the 
'United Provinces, at length imprisoned him in the Castle of Lou- 
verstein* Albemarle observing the cause of this disaster, and that 
the Dutch had sent a squadron of their fleet to the ed^e of the 
sands, as if to provoke the Prince, acquainted him by signal and 
message, that he should by no means bear up against that squa- 
dron, there being a dangerous sand between them ; and that the 
appearance of the Dutch in that place was to tempt him into the 
toil. Skinner's Li/e of Monk, The English fleets, however. 



1*J4 NOTES ON AKNUSr MIBABILIS* 

formed a junction, which completed the business of the thitd day's 
action. 

Note XXVII. 

Thus reinforced, against the adverse fleet. 
Still doubling curs, brave Rupert led the way. 

St. 119. p. 125. 

On the morning of the 4th of June» this long and bloody con- 
test was again renewed. The English were now the assailants^ 
as in the first action. Prince Rupert^ with his fireshsquadroni^Jljed 
the van» and was followed by Albemarle. The fleets fought t|ieir 
way five times through and through each other; when» after mqdi 
and desperate fighting on both wles» both the Englisb.admiiaUi 
were disabled, and the combatants, after four days conSMot'and 
bloody fighting, finally separated, as if by mutual consent. 

Note XXVIL 

Thus lucky hour the wise Batavian takes, 
And warns his tatter'd fleet tojhlhw home ; 

Pfxmdto have so got off with egualstakes. 
Where 'twas a triumph wA to be o'ercome. 

St 134>. p. 128. 

The poet is here more modest than the court of England^ who 
claimed an absolute victory. Ralph says, with some justice, that 
*' to recount the precise issue of this unparalleled engagement, 
and ascertain the loss on either side, seems to be alike impossible. 
Both nations claimed the honour of the victory, and both affiront* 
ed the Common Father of the Universe with their impious w> 
i^nowledgments, when they ought to have approachea Him in 
sackloth and ashes, for having wantonly sacrificed so many inno- 
cent, gallant, and meritorious, men, in a dispute that CQmmon 
sense, and common honesty, might have aajusted in half an 
hour." History, Vol. I. p. 132. De Witt himself, the sworn foe of 
England, bore the following remarkable testimony to theja^an- 
tjry of her seamen : '^ If the English were beat, their defeat did 
them more honour than all their former victories. No fleet but 
theirs could, after the first day's fight, have been brought to en- 
gage again. English men may he killed, English ships inay be 
burned, but English courage is, invincible." Quoted, in the 
*' Lives of the Admirals," from a MS- history by Wicquefort. 
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Note XXIX. 

Reium'd, he with the fleet resolved to stay $ 
No tender thoughts "of Home his heart avoide ; 

Domestic joys and cares he puts away. 

Far realms are households which the great must guide, 

St. laS. p. 12g. 

Tl^e Dake of Albemarle was not rtore remarkable for bravery 
in action, than for his hatred of all corrupt practices in pa3ring 
mid victaalling the navy. His presence accelerated the necessa- 
ry repairs^ whue the sternness of his discipline repressed all those 
hatenil peculations^ by which the servants of tne public some- 
times betray their trust,- and sap her dearest bulwark. Thp 
satirist alludes to this in the following lines, which he puts in the 
mouth of the Duchess of Albemarle, hailing her husband's re- 
turn to port : 

Well» George^ ifi spite of them, thou safe dost ride, 

Lessen'd in nought, I hope, but thy backside ; 

For^ as to reputation, this retreat 

Of Uiine exceeds their victories so great ; 

Nor shalt thou stir from thence, by my consent, 

Till thou hast made the Dutch and them repent. 

Ml to thy work there, George, as I do here ; 
Cherish the valiant up, cowards cashier : 
See that the men have pay, and beef, and beer. 
Find out the cheats of the ^ur millioneer,— 
Out of the Vfry beer they sell the malt. 
Powder of powder, from powderM beef the salt 
Put thy hand to the tub ; — ^instead of ox. 
They victual with French pork that hath the p— « 
Never such cotqueens by femaU arts to wring ; 
Ne*er such ill huswives in the managing ; 
Pursm at sea know fewer dieats than tibey ; 
Mariners on shore less madly spend thdr pay. 
See that thou hast new sails thyself, and spoU 
An their sea-market, and their cable colL 
Jjoflk that good chaplains on each ship do wait. 
Nor the sea-diocese be impropriate : 
Look to the sick and wounded prisoners ; all 
b prize, — they even rob the hospital : 
Jtwover back the prizes too ; in vain 
Wc fight; if all be taken that is ta*en; 

Inttructions to a Painter, 
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Note XXX. 

As those who unripe veins mndnes explore^ 
On the rich bed again the fvarm turf lay % 

Till time digest the yet imperfect orcy , 
And know ii will be gold another day* 

St. 1.89. p. 1^9. 

It was believed by the ancient chemists^ that ffold (the noblest 
of metals) was formed in the earth by a sort of chemical process, 
aiid might be detected in an imperfect state ; in which case die 
miner's only resource was to close up the vein^ and leave Nature 
to perfect tne great work. It was this rooted and inveterate be- 
lief which caused so many to give faith to the fable of alchemy. 
For» if gold was thus gradually formed in the veins of the eartn> 
the alchemist had only to discover the process which Nature pur- 
sued in her ta^k^ and he obtained the grand secret. 

* Note XXXI. 

TTie goodly London, in her gallant trinh 
The Phoenix-daughter of the vanish' d old, 

St 151. p. ISI. 

The former vessel^ called the London^ had been destroyed by 
fire. The city now built a new vessel^ under the name of the 
Loyal London, and presented her as a free gifl to Charles. This 
ship was a favourite theme of the poets of the day : 

Whether by chance or plot the London died. 
She'll rise the Loyal London purified. 
That child, which doth from loyal parents spring. 
May brag that he*8 the godson of a king< 

No sooner was blown out the London, when 
London took breath, and blew her in again. 

Another bard not only compares the ship to the city from 
which she derived her name, but proves the captain to be the Lord 
Mayor, with this slight difference, that he carries his own sword, 
instead of having a swotd-bearer to take that trouble. The pas- 
sage occurs in a *' Poem upon his Majesty's late declarations for 
toleration, and publication of war against the Hollander, by T. 
S. of Grey's Inn, Esq." 

The Loyal London follows next to these ; 
Some call her the metropolis of seas. 
About whose walls not Thames but seas now ding. 
Wondering to see a city thus on wing. 
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Venice no more dudl Nnitune*^ dArling be. 

That stoys ashore while, this pursues the sea ; 

Here vauatit Spragge (like the Lord Mayor) appears, 

Only this difierence— Spragge his own swoid bearr» 

My lord*s supported is by other hands ; 

This rules the sea, while t'other rules the lands ; 

Nor is there wanting to increase his state 

A cap of maintenance ; since his sober pate 

Still to his active hands commends advice. 

"lis happy to be valiant and wise* 

• 

, Thu Mccmd London had also the ill hap to perish by fire, be* 
isut burned by the Dutch^ inthe disgraceful surprise of Chath«B, 

Note XXXII. 

truly loyal ! who behold the law. 
Ana rule of Beings in your MoJce/e mind. 

St. 166. p. 134. 

In this and the preceding stanza, our author, fscm. the improved 
arts of diip-building and navigation, is led to compliment the 
Royal Society, then newly instituted, of which- he was himself a 
member* 

Note XXXIir. 
Already were the Belgians on our eooi^— -St 16S. p. 134. 

Hotwitfastanding the exertions made by Charles and his mini- 
sters, and celebrated with such minuteness by the poet, the Dutch 
fleet, which needed fewer repairs, was first at sea, and their ad- 
mirals braved the coast of England, dating letters and despatches, 
^ From the fleet in the mouth of the river of London." The 
English were about a fortnight behind their enemies in prepara- 
tion, owing chiefly to the difficulty of manning their fleet 

Note XXXIV. 

Old expert Allen, loyal all along^ 
Tamed for his action on the Smyrna JleeL 

St 112. p. 135. 

Sir Thomas Allen, Vice-admiral of the White, and, as I be- 
tiiBfe, an old cavalier, opened the war by an action of some con- 
teqnenoe in the Mediterranean. With a squadron of eight or nine 
duim» he attacked the Dutch homeward-bound Smyrna fleet, near 
Cadis ; consisting of forty merchant vessels, many of which were 
in these days capable of a stout resistance, and a convoy of four 
iUps of war. Allen defeated them totally, killed their commo- 

VOL. IX. M 
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dore, Brackd^ took or sunk four of thdr richest ships, and drore 
the rest into the bay of Cadiz. He commanded the van in the 
engagement of July 25, 1666. 

Note XXXV. 

Holmes, the Achates cfthe Generafs^fi^hi; 
Who first betvitch*aour eyes with Guinea gold* . 

St. 173. p. 155. 

Sir Robert Hohnes^ Re/ur-admiral of the White, is called fte 
General's Achates, from the ea^er fidelity with which he sappoft- 
ed Albemarle. The injuries which th^e African Company sustuned 
from the Dutch, and particularly their taking Cape Corfe Castle, 
had occasioned Sir Robert Holmes' being despatched to ^e coast 
of Guinea in l66l, for the purpose of making reprisals. Having 
done them some damage on this visit, he returned for the same 
purpose in l663 ; when he took Goree, and the Dutch merchant* 
men Ipnff there, of whom he made prize,^though the nations were 
not actufdly at war. He was repulsed from St George Del Mina, 
the chief of the Dutch forts on the coast of Africa, bat was s^ 
oessiiil in taking Cape Corfe, the principal object of his voyage 
He also took from the Dutch a colony in Noith America^ cdied 
Nova Belgia, and bestowed on it the present name of New Yoik. 
The Dutch preferred a heavy complaint against Holmes, for these 
warlike aggressions. But it would appear, that, if he iiad ex- 
ceeded his Instructions, he had not disobliged those by whom 
they were given ; for, although he was committed to the Tower, 
he was speedily liberated, upon pleading, that he had found, on 
board a Dutch prize, instructions to seize the English fort at Co* 
romantin. s 

Note XXXVL 

With him neni Spragge, as bountiful as hrave^ 
Whom his high courage to command had brought. 

St. 174. p. 1S5. 

Sir Edward Spragge, knighted by King Charles, for his gallant 
behaviour on the Sd of June, l665, was one of the best and bravest 
officers whom the English navy (leonum nutrix) has ever pro-, 
duced. He distinguished himself in the battle of four days, al- 
ready celebrated ; and in that of the 25ih of July, wliich JU^den 
is proceeding to detail, he carried a flag under Sir Jeremiah Smith, 
Admiral of the Blue. The brunt of the battle fell upon this divi- 
sion, because, itself the weakest, it was encountered by thatof Van 
Tromp, the strongest and best manned squadron of tlie enemy* 
Spragge afterwards distinguished himself by defending Sheemessi, 
and by ehastising the Algerines. But the last scene of his life 
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cvdrwiwd all ^Ib bAval achievement?. In the battle of the 1 Ith of 
August, 1672, Tromp and he engaged like personal enemies, so 
that the conflict resembled less a chance rencontre in the confu- 
sion of battle, than a fixed and appointed duel between these ad» 
mirals. Both were forced to shift their flag aboard other vessels, 
and instantly renewed with the utmost fury their individual con- 
test. In shifting his flag for the second time, a chance cannon- 
ball pierced Sir Edward Spragge^s barge, and that gallant ad- 
miral was drowned, to the grief, it is said, of Tromp, his gene- 
voUsenemy. He left behind him, according to the account both- of 
firiends and foes, the character of one of the bravest men and best 
tfDramanders who ever fought at sea ; nor was he less lamented' by* 
Iris fiuenda on shore, for those civilized manners, and'tiliat gentle 
diqpoBitibn, which almost always attend enlightened valour. 

Note XXXVII. 

Harmant who did trvice-Jired Harry save, 

jindin his burning ship undaunted faught.^-^t, 174. p. 135* 

Th» alludes toan exploit of Sir John Harman> who command* 
ed-the Hennr in the four days combat. He belonged to the Blue 
sqoadron, which broke through the Dutch fleet ; but, the Swift- 
nuNT and Essex being taken, his single vessel had greatf part of the 
Zealand division to contend with. — " His sjivp being disabled, 
the Dutch admiral, Evertz, called to Sir John, and ofiered him 
quarter, who answered, ' No, sir, it is not come to that yet,* 
and immediately discharged a broadside ; by which Evertz was 
kiHied, and several of his ships damaged, which so discouraged 
ihes captains^ that they quitted the Henry, and sent three fire- 
ships to burn her. The first grappled on her starboard quarters, 
and there began to arise so thick a smoke, that it was impossible 
to- perceive where the irons were fixed. At last, when die ship 
.began to blaze, the boatswain of the Henry threw himself on 
board of it, discovered, and removed the grappling irons, and in 
die same instant, jumped on board his own ship. He had scarce 
dune this; before another fire-ship was fixed on the larboard j this 
did' its business so eflectually, that the sails were quickly on fire^ 
wbidi fiightened the chaplain and fifly men over board. Upon 
this. Sir John drew his sword, and threatened to kill any man who 
should attempt to provide for his own safety, by leaving the ship. 
This obliged them to endeavour to put out the fire, which in a 
short time they did ; but the cordage being burned, the cross* 
beam fell down, and broke Sir John's leg ; at which instant, the 
thicd fir^ship bore down, but four pieces of cannon, laden with 
diain^hot, disabled her. So that, after all, Sir John brought his 
ship into Harwich, where he repaired her as well as he could ; 
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und, notwithstanding his brok«i 1^, put to sta again to sedk Hm 
Dutch."* 

Note XXXVIII. 

Young HolUs, on a Muse hy Mart begot. 
Born, Cassar'Mke, to write and act great deeds ; 

Impatient to revenge his fatal shot% 
Ilis right handaouUy to his left succeeds^-^t. 175. p. 155. 

Sir Frescheville Hollis, mentioned m this verse, was the son of 
Frescheville Hollis, of Grioisby, by his second wife^ Mrs Elisa- 
bedi Molesworth. His fiither signaliaed himself in the Civil Ws7% 
as appears &om a sign manual of Charles II., dated Jersey, De- 
cember 4th, 16499 authorizing him to bear, or, two pUes gidug 
quarterly, with his paternal coat, and setting fordi,-— that in psr- 
Lament ne strenuously asserted the king's prerogative ; and, be* 
ing colonel of a regiment in time of the rebellion, behaved with 
exemplary valour against the rebels, in the several battles of Ken- 
ton, Banbury, Brantford, Newark, Atherton, Bradford, and New- 
bury ; and when the rebels had possessed themselves of the chief 
places of England, he with no less fortitude engaged with thoie 
that were bcSieged by them in Colchester. 

How Siv Frescheville Hollis' mother merited Ae title ef a 
muse, or by what writings^ he signalized himself, I am reaUj ig- 
norant. There were few men of quality who did not at jthis time 
aspire to something of a literary character. As the taste £br con- 
ceits began to decay before the turn for ridicule and persifiage, 
which characterized the wits of the court of Charles, Dryden was 
often ridiculed for the pedigree he has assigned to this literaiy 
champion. Buckingham alludes to it in his " Poetical Reflec- 



* This is taken from the narrative imputed to Hannan himself.— See Livetof 
the Admirals, VoL II. p. 262. Its authenticity is questioned by Ralph, on ae* 
count of the lubberly phrases, cordage and crostbeam tor tlingi and yard. But the 
same circumstances occur in a letter from Alborough, dat^ June id, and pub- 
lished in the London Gazette for June 4th, giving an account of the crippled state 
in which the Henry had come into that port, and of the part she had suitained is 
the action. A doggrel poet, on the same occasion, apostrophises 



■Brave Harman now, his fiery ordeals past> 



Submits unto his watery trial last ; 
Whose sober valour shall increase his glory. 
And gain new plumes to enrich a future story. 

On the Declaraiion of Toleration, and PisbHeatian of Wsr. 
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Cions on tbe Poem of Abudom and Achitoph^" where be ealb 
Piyden, n 



niCtSphof of EDBIly 



tSot on a muae by Father Publican i 
For 'tis not harder much if we tax nature. 
That lines sboi^ give a poet such a feature. 
Than that his verse a hero should us show^ 
Produced by such a feat, as fiunons too> 

The noble author of this flat parody informs nsi by inarginaf 
that the '* Father PuMican^ means a committee man^ and 
adds on the word Hero, ** SeeTs Sir DenzU Hollis.^ By which, 
hy the way, we may notice, that his grace's accuracy was much 
era piece widi his poetry; for the hero's name was FreaeheTille. 

Sir FrescheviUe HoUis was a man of high spirit and ^enterf 
prize. He lost an arm in the great sea-fight of the JSd June, 
m ckcimistance alluded to in die verses. He was Rear*- Admiral 
of the squadron, with which Sir Robert Holmes attacked the 
iDatch Smyrna fleet, near the Isle of Wight, in l671-^* Finally, 
lie was killed in the desperate action off Southwould bay, 28th 
May^ 167s. There is a remarkable passage in his will, made on 
die' 17th May^ 1665 ; by whidi, after stating he was going to sea» 
as coinmaiider of a man-of-war, he dii^cts^— r^' in ciEtse my body 
shonlLd be brought to land to bp buried, I desire that some stone 
may be laid over me, with this inscription :•— Know* reader, what- 
soever thou be, if I had lived, it was my intent not ito have owed 
my memory to any other monument but what m^ sword should 
irnse for me of honour and victory." — Collin^ Historical CoUec* 
iipi^ qfihe Families qf Cavendish, HoUis^ <^c. page 74. 

Note XXXIX, 

Now pan to van the foremost squtddrons meet, 

y^ie midmost battles hastening up behind. — St. 186. p. 137* 

The particulars of the memorable engagement, thus introduced 
and described in the following stanzas, are thus narrated in the 
"Lives of the Admirals." Vol.11. 

" On the S5th of July, about noon, the EngliQh came up with 
the enemy, off the North-foreland. Sir Thomas Allen with the 
White squadron began thp battle, by attacking Evertz. Prince 
Rupert and the du^^ about one in the afternoon, made a des- 
perate attack upon De Euyter, and, after fighting about three 
hours, were obliged to go on board another ship* In this space, 
the White squadron had entirely defeated their enemies ; Admiral 
Everts, his vice-admiral de Vries, and his rear-admiral Koenders, 
bcmg aU killed, the vice-admiral of Zealand taken, and another 
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ship of 50 guns burnt. The prince and duka fought De Rujter 
ship to ship^ disabled the Guelderland of 66 guns, which was one 
of his seconds^ killed the captain of another^ and mortally wound- 
ed two more, upon which the Dutch squadron began to fly. How- 
ever, Vice-admiral Van-Nes stood bravely by De Ruyter, and re- 
ceived great damage ; yet, being at last deserted by all but seven 
ships, they pelded to necessity, and followed the rest of their fleet 
as fast as they could. De Rujrter's ship was so miserably torn, 
and his crew so dispirited and fatigued, that he could have made 
but little resistance, and nothing but the want of wind hindered 
the English from boarding him. As for admiral Van Tromp, he 
was engaged with Sir Jeremiah Smith at a distance, and so could 
not assist his friends. As his was the strongest squadron of the 
Dutch fleet, and Smith's the weakest of the English, we had not 
great advantage on Uiat side ; yet some we had, nis vicQ-admiral's 
ship bein^ disabled, and his rear-admiral killed ; which, however, 
did not hinder his fijg^ting it out with much bravery, as long ss 
there was light. 

** Admiral De Ruyter continued his retreat that night, and Uie 
next day Prince Rupert and the Duke of Albemarle pursued him 
with part of the Red squadron, as fast as the wind would permiL 
A fire-ship bore down upon the Dutch admiral, and missed very 
little of setting him on nre. They then cannonaded again, when 
De Ruyter found himself so hard pressed, and his fleet in such 
imminent danger, that, in a fit of despair, he cried out, ' My God, 
what a wretch am 1 1 amongst so many thousand bullets, is not 
there one to put me out of my pain ?' By degrees* however, he 
drew near their own shallow coast, where the English could not 
follow him« Upon this occasion, Prince Rupert insulted the 
Dutch admiral, by sending a little shallop, called the Fanfim, 
with two small guns on board, which, being rowed near de Ruy- 
tar's vessel, fired upon him for two hours together ; but at last a 
ball from the Dutch admiral so damaged his contemptible enemy, 
that the crew were forced to row, and that briskly, to save their 
lives. The enemy being driven over the flats into the wylings, 
the English went to lie at Schonevelt, the usual rendezvous of 
the Dutch fleets." 

Note XL. 

O, famous leader of the Belgian fleet, 

Thy monument inscribed such praise shall wear. 

As Varro, timely fly ing; once dia meet, 

Because he did not of his Rome despair — St. 194. p, IS9. 

Michael Adrien de Ruyter, a gallant and successful admiral, 
was born in l607> chosen lieutenant- admiral of the States in 
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166^ and died in 167^ being mortally wounded in an ewage* 
ment with the Frendi in Sicily. Dryden compares him to Teren- 
tiua Varroy who commanded the Romans at the battle of Canne^ 
and to whom^ after that dreadful defeat, the senate voted their 
thanki,— ^JMia de RepubUoa non desperassd.'* 

Note XLL 

Then let them know, the Belgkats did retire 
Before the patron saint of injured Spam. 

St 197. p. 139. 

Th0 battle was fought on the 25th of JviLj, which is the day 
flf St JameSy the tutelar saint of Spain. From this circumstance^ 
the poet takes an oppcMrtunity, in the following stanzas, to incul- 
cate a political doctrme^ which the war with Holland and France 
had rendered fashionable. It contains an impeachment of the 
policy of Queen Elizabeth, who, by supporting the Netherlands 
uainst Philip of Spain, laid, as our author contends, the founda** 
turn for rebellion, and die establishment of a republic in England. 
The pow«r of the Spanish monarchy, the poet avers, was uower 
m ita growth, and a less reasonable object of jealousy to the 
JSngliah^ than the more active and energetic governments of 
JPnace and Holland. 

Note XLII. 

But wkate'er English to the bkss'd shall go, 
And the fourth Henry orjirst Orange meet. 

Find him disowning of a Bourbonjbef 
And him detesting a Baiavian fleet. 

St 201. p. 140. 

The poet here follows up the doctrine he has laid down, bv a 
very bold averment, that Henry IV. of France, and the first 
Prince of Orange^ instructed in sound policy by Uieir translation 
to the blessed, would, the one disown the war against Henr^ 1 1 1.« 
into which he was compelled to enter to vindicate his right of 
succession to the crown against the immediate possessor, and the 
other detest the Dutch naval power, although the only means 
^Mdi could secure his country's independence. 

Note XLIII. 

' , Nor was this all : in ports and roads remote, 
■' :'■ Destructive flres among whole fleets we send; 
i' Trimmphani flames upon the waters float, 
' . jtna out'-bound ships at home their wtyage end. 

St. 204. p. 140. 

Immediately after the battle of the 25th, the victorious fleet of 

13 
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Et^ttid tailed for the Dutch coast, to attack the iilandaof Vlie 
and Schelling ; for which purpofie, a aqoadron, well iiianiied» and 
with a sufficient number of nre-shipsy was detached under the 
command of Sir Robert Holmes. '^ On the 8th of July, about 
seven in the morning, this squadron weighed, divided from the 
rest of the fleet, and came to anchor al^ut a league^from the 
Buoys, where they met the prince's pleasure-boat, (»llea^e Fan- 
fan, who had discovered in the harbour a considerable number 
of ships near the Vlie, whidi proved to be 170 merchant-ships, 
the least of which was not less than 200 tons burden, with two 
men of war, which had lately conveyed near a hundred of the 
aforesaid sh^s from the northward, homeward-bound, some from 
the Straits, some from Guinea, some from Russia, some from the 
East countries ; the rest werp outward-bound ships, all of whidi 
likewise were very richly laden. 

" Sir Robert Hohjaes, considering tl^ if he should proceed, 
as his design was first, to attempt a descent upon the limd, dut 
numerous fleet might possibly pour in such numbers of men, as 
might render the success haiEardpus, resolved to begin with die 
shijps ; and, accordingiyt having ordered the Advioeand theHamp" 
shure to lie within the Buoys, he weighed with the rest of his 
fleet ; and, the wind being pontrary, he turned, with much mio, 
into Schelling road, where the Tyger came to anchor, and imme- 
diately Sir Robert ivent on board the Fanfan, and hoisted his flag, 
upon which the officers came on board him, and there it was or- 
dered that the Pembroke, which drew the least water, ivith the 
flre-ships, should fall in amongst the enemy's fleet, with what 
speed they could. Captain Brown, with his fire-ships, chose very 
bravely to lay the biggest man of war aboard, and burned him 
downright* Another fir^ship, running up at the same time to 
the other man of war, he,. backing his sails, escaped the present 
execution of the fire-ship, but so as to run himself by it on ground. 
Inhere he was presently taken by some of the long boats, and fire^, 
Th,e other thx^ fire-ships clapped the three great merchant-men 
on board, which carried fla^ in th^ir main-tops, and burned 
them* This put their fjeet into great: confusion, which Sir Ro- 
bert Holmes perceiving, made a signal for all the officers to come 
pn board again, and presently gave orders that Sir William Jen- 
nings, with all thp boats that cQuld be spared, should take the 
advantage, and fall in, sink, burn, and destroy all they could, but 
with a strict command that they should not plunder. The exe- 
cution was so well followed, each captain destroying his share, 
some twelve, some fifteen merchantmen, that, of the whole fleet, 
there escaped not above eight or nine ships, one of which was a 
Guinea nian of war, of 24 guns, and three small privateers. These 
ships, being driven up into a narrower corner of the stream, served 
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to pcoUct four or five merchant-men that were a-head of them« 
where it was not possible for our boats to come at them, though 
even these few were much damased. 

** The next day, being the 10th of August, it was found more 
expedient to land upon the coast of Schelling, than upon Vlie, 
whidi was performed by Sir Robert Holmes, with eleven com* 
paniet, in his long-boats, and he landed with little or no opposi- 
tion* When he came on shore he lefib one company to secure his 
boats, and with the other ten marched three miles up into the 
country, to the capital town, called Brandaris, in which there 
were upivards of a thousand fine houses ; where, keeping five 
oompanies upon the skirt of the town, to prevent any surprise of 
the enemy, ne sent the oUier five to set fire to the place : But, 
finding them somewhat slow to execute that order, and fearing 
they might be tempted to forget themselves in the pillage, he was 
himsielf forced to set fire to some houses to the windward^ the 
•ooDCT to dispatch the work, and hasten his men away, whicU 
'burned with such violence, that in half an hour^s time most part 
off the town was in a light flame. This place was reported, by 
^faose who ivere found in it, to have been very rich» and so it ap- 
peared by some of the soldiers' pockets ; but very few people were 
to be seen there, having had time to escape from the danger, ex« 
pept some old men and women, who were used by the English^ 
imer they fell into their hands, with all possible gentleness and 
bmnaniity. 

*' This blow greatly affected the Dutch, who, according to their 
0wn aceounts, suffered the loss of near six millions of guilders ; 
pndy if we take the ships into this computation, they confess they 
Wfce loners to the amount of eleven millions, or one million, one 
Jnindred thousand pounds sterling." — Lvoesofthe AdmiraU, Vol^ 
|L p. 269s fi^^v™ the account of Sir Robert Holmes. 

Note XLIV. 

Yei London^ empress of the northern cUme, 
By a high fate thou greatly didst expire ; 

Great as the world's, which, at the death of Time, 
Must fall, and risfi a nobler frame byjire. 

St 219. p. 142. 

M Eae quoque infatit reminucitur^ adfbre temfut^ 
Quo marct quo ttUut^ correptaque regia cedi 
Ardent ; et tnundi mole* operosa laboret,^* 

OviD< Metatn. Lib. I. 

The dreadful Fire of London befel almost ere the inhabitant^ 
had done with rejoicing over the flames which consumed the fleet 
9t Vlie, and the town of Brai^daris. This horribly conflagratiofi 
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took its rise in the house of one Farryner, an obscure baker in 
Pudding^lane, near New Fish Street. It broke out on the night 
preceding the 2d September, 1666, with astonishing fuiy ; and 
the houses in the lane, and its neighbourhood, being entirely con- 
structed of timber, warped and dried b^ a long drought, its pro- 
gress was soon so rapid, that the inhabitants were content to e^ 
cape from it with their lives, without attempting to save their 
moveables, far less to intercept the progress of the conflagxation. 
In the morning, the attempts to stop a fire, now become so ge- 
neral , and which raged amidst such combustible buildings, pro* 
▼ed totally ine£RsctuaL The narrowness of the streets^ and the 
nature of the houses was such; that, where one house was on fire, 
the devastation soon became general ; and a strong east wind (t 
Belgian wind, as Dryden calls it), prevailing through the whole 
day, the flames, by various means of approach, occupied and sur- 
rounded the greater part of the dty, properly so called. The ma- 
gazines of naval stores, pitoh, tar, hemp, dried wood, and other 
materials for shipping, which occupied the yards by the aide of 
the river, soon caught the flames, to which diey afforded a most 
horrible supply of strength and nourishment. All help seemed 
now to be in vain ; for it is one thing to quench fire, which lias 
only occupied a few houses, and against which all the skill and 
exertion m those best qualified to check its progress can be at 
once directed, and another to extinguish a conflagration whidk 
occupies many streets, and which, if quelled in one spot where 
skilfully opposed^ is triumphant in many others, where its ra* 
vages are only the object of wonder and lamentation to the heart- 
less and ignorant citizens. At length universal destructicm and 
dismay prevented the adoption of uniform or effectual measora 
against the destruction which seemed to impend in every quar- 
ter. The progress and extinction of this horrible fire wiu U 
learned from the text, and the following notes. 

Note XLV. 

2%^ ghosts of traitors Jrom the bridge descendf 

With boUjanatk spectres to rejoice ; 
About the fire into a dance they bend, 
And sing their Sabbath notes with feeble voic^, 

St. 22S. p. 144. 

This most beautiful stanza requires but little illustration. Lon- 
don Bridge, as early as Shakespeare's time, was a place allotted 
for affixing the heads of persons executed for treason. Tfy^ 
Catesby to Hastings, 

The princes both make high acoount of you— 
•.For they acoount His head upon the hri^e. 
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The skulls of the regicides, of the fifth-monarchy insurgents, 
of Philips^ Gibb, Tongue, and other fanatics executed for a con- 
spiracy in 1662, were placed on the Bridge, Towerhill, Temple- 
bar, 'and other conspicuous places of elevation ; that of the fa- 
moat Hugh Peters, in particular, wis stationed upon the bridge. 
The Sahbath ludet, imputed to this assembly of ^atic spectres, are 
the infernal hymns chaunted at the witches' Sabbath ; a meeting, 
canoemiiig which antiquity told and believed many'strange things. 

Note XLVL 

Oldfather Thames raised up his reverend headf 
Joutjeafd the fate ofSimois would return. 

SL 2S2. p. 145. 

Dryden» in the hurry of composition, has here made a slight 
iiMOCuracy. It was not Simois, but Xanthus, otherwise called 
£k»nander, who having undertaken to drown Achilles, was 
nearly dried up by the devouring fires of Vulcan. He called, in- 
deed^ upon his brother river to assist him in his undertaking, but 
Simois appears to have maintained a prudent neutrality. See the 
IHad, Book XXI. 

Note XLVII. 

Now day appears, and with the day the king* 

St 2S8. p. 146. 

The king, by his conduct during this emergency, gained more 
imoii the hearts of his subjects, than by any action of his life. 
Completely awakened, by so dreadful an emergence, from his usual 
Jetharffy of pleasure and indolence, he came into the now half- 
bamed city, with his brother and the nobility, and gave an ad^ 
mirable specimen of what his character was capable, when in a 
ftate of full exertion. Not contented with passive expressions of 
Mxrrow and sympathy, he issued the most prudent orders, and 
animated their execution by his pretence. His anxiety was di^ 
▼ided betwixt the task of stopping the conflagration^ and the no 
leu necessary and piteous duty of relieving those thousands, who, 
having lost their all by the fire, had neither a morsel of food, nor 
a place of shelter. For the one purpose, he spared neither com- 
nuindij threats^ example, nor liberal rewards, which he lavished 
with bia own hand ; for the other, he opened his naval and mili* 
lary magazines, and distributed among the miserable and starving 
faffiarersj the provisions designed for his fleet and. army. In fine, 
iocb were his exertions, and so grateful were his peoplet that 
they deemed his presence had an ahnost supernatural power, and 
danuirously eotreated not to be deprived of it, when, .aft^r the 
fire was quenched, he was about to leave London. 
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Note XLVIII. 

Tie powder Haws up all before thejire. 

St. 245. p. 147. 

'* So maaj faooses were now burning together, that water ooold 
not be had in tafficient quantities where it was wanted. Hie only 
remedy left was, to blow up houses at convenient distancjet fion 
those which were on fire, and to make, by that means, void wjption, 
at which the fury of the conflagration should spend itself finr want 
of fuel. But this means also proved inefiectual ; for the Bre, in 
some places^ made its -wav by means of the combustible part of 
the rubbish of the ruined nouses, not well cleared, and in othen, 
by flakes of burning matter of different kinds, which were carried 
through the air, by the impetuous wind, to great distances. And 
the dty being at that time almost all built of very iAd timber, 
whidi had besides been parched and scordied by the sun the 
whole preceding summer, one of the hottest and dryest that had 
been ever known, it came to pass that, wherever such fiery mat- 
ter chanced to light, it seldom wanted fit fuel to work and feed 
v^pomT'^ffaker's Chronicle, p. 642. Edit l7Sa 

Note XLIX. 

The days were aU in this lost labour spent ; 

Andf when the weary king gave place to night. 
His beams he to his royal brother lent^ 

And so shone still in his reflective light. 

St. 25$. p. 14ft 

The Duke of York was as active and vigilant' as his brother 
upon this melancholy occasion, riis exertions and seasonable di- 
rections, prevented the fire from breaking put afresh from the 
Inner Tetnple, after it had been got under in other places of the 
town. Yet the idle calumny, which stigmatized %he Roman 
Catholics as the authors of the conflagration, was often ex- 
tended U> James himself. In that tissue of falsehood and misre- 
presentation, which Titus Oates entitled, *' A Picture of the Late 
King James,'' he charges him ^' with beholding the flames with 

ioy, and the ruins with much rejoicing,'- p. SO, and says tie would 
lave impeached him, as an accessary to the raising of that fire, had 
he not promised to Prince Rupert to bring forward no accusation 
that could hurt the king ; *' for I could not charge you," says he, 
f' but must charge him too." In which dEise,'by the way, this 
able witness would have made the king accessary to his own mur- 
der, which, according to Oates' own evidence, was to have been 
perpetrated during the fire, had not the hearts of the Jesuits fiuled 
them, on seeing the zeal with which he laboured to extingniah it. 
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NoteL. 

Ifhe mostf inJUMsy like herded beasts lie dowH^ 
To dews obnoxious on the grcusy floor. 

St. 258. p, 149. 

tn thifl^ and foregoing verses, the miseriesof those, whose houses 
were oonsiimed, Are strikingly painted. MiUly fl^dfor refuge to the 
houses of friends, and lodged there the reinnants of their property, 
which they had been able to save. These were often forced to 
abandon their places of asylum, by a fresh invasion of the de- 
"voiiring dement, and to yield up to its rage all whic^ they had 
before rescued. At length, distrusting safety in the city itself, the 
iriUages in its vicinity soon became filled wim fugitives, till, in the 
end* no place of refuge was left but the open fields, where thou*^ 
sands remained for several nights, without shelter, watching the 
{urogress of the flames, which were consuming the metropolis. 

Note LI. 

O, let it be enough what ihm hast done. 

When spotted deaths ran arm'd through every street. 

With poison' d darts, fohich not the good could shun. 
The speedy could ou^fly^ or valiant meet. 

St 267. p. 151. 

In 1 665t the plague broke out in London vrith the most dread* 
fill fury. In one year, upwards of 90,000 inhabitants were cut 
<dF by this frightful visitation. The citizens were driven into the 
country, and so desolate was the metropolis, through death and 
desertion, that the grass is said actually to have grown in Cheap* 
aide^ 

Note LIL 

Thy threatnings, Lord, as thine, thou mayst revoke; 

But, if immutable andflx'd they stand. 
Continue still thyself to give the stroke, 
' And let not Jbre^ foes oppress thy /ani.— St 270. p. 151* 

The jpoet puts into the prayer of Charles the solemn and stri-t 
king choice of David, when, as a penalty for his presumption in 
nmoibering the children of Israel, he was compelled to make an 
election b^ween three yearsfamine> three years subjugation to his 
enemies, or three days pestilence. '^ And David said unto God, I 
am in a great strait : let me fall now into the hand of the Lonl, 
Ar yery great are his mercies ; but let me not fall into the hand 
€xf man." Dryden had already, in Stanza 265, paraphrased the 
patriotic prayer of David: " Let thy hand| I pray thee, O Lord 
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my God, be on me^ and on my father's house, but not on thy 
people, that they should be plaj^ued." Chron. Book I. ch. xxi. 

Note LIII. 

Nor could thy fabric, PauVsy defend thee long. 
Though tnou n>ert sacred to thy Maker^s praise ; 

Though made immortal by a poePs song, 
jfnd poets' songs the Theban walls could raise. 

St 275. p. 152. 

Waller had addressed a poem to Charles I. upon hils majesty's 
repairing St Paul's. Denham, in the commeneement of ^< Cow- 
per's HiU/' alludes both to the labours of the monarchy and of 
the poet: 

Paul's, the late theme of such a mnse, whose flight 
Has bravely reachM and soarM above thj bdght. 
Now shalt thou stand, though sword, or time, or fire. 
Or zeal, more fierce than they, thy fall conspire ; 
Secure whilst thee the best of poets sings, 
Preserved from ruin by the best of kings. 

The fire of London, however, neither respected the labours of 
Charles» the song of Waller, nor tibe prophecy of Sir John Den- 
ham. During the conflagration, a» St Paul's was in an insulated 
situation, and 'constructed of strong stone- work, it was long 
thought to be in no danger from the fire, and many of the suf- 
ferers employed it as a place of deposit for the wreck ef their 
goods and fortunes. But the whole adjoining buildings in the 
church*yard being in a light fiame, it became impossible^ even 
for the massy fabric of the cathedral, to resist the combustioih 
The wood arches and supports being consumed, the stone-work 
gave way with a most horrible crash, and buried the whole edi- 
fice in a pile of smoking ruins. 

Note LIV. 

He saw the town's one half in rubbish lie, 
And eager Jiames drive on to storm the rest. 

St 280. p. 153. 

The inscription on the monument states, that the fire consu^ 
med eighty -nine churches, the city-gates, Guildhall, many pub- 
lic structures, hospitals, schools, libraries, a vast number of 
stately edifices, thirteen thousand two hundred dwelling-houses, 
four hundred streets. Three hundred and seventy-three acres 
within the city walls, and sixty-three acres and three roods withi- 
out the walls, remained heaped with the smoking ruins of- the 
houses, which had once occupied them. 
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NoteLV. 

The vanquish! d fires withdrew Jrom every phtcc^^t, 282. p. 153. 

About ten o'clock of the evening of Tuesday the 5th of Sep- 
tember^ after the fire had raged for three days^ the high east wind^ 
which had been the means of forcing on its ravages^ began to 
abate, and, in proportion, the efforts used to stop the progress of 
the flames became effectual. In some places^ houses being op- 
portunely blown up prevented the further spreading of the fire; 
m others, the flames, spent for lack of fuel, seemed to go out of 
themselves. On the morning of the 6th, the conflagration was 
totally extinguished. 

The prejudices of the times assigned different causes for this 
tragical event, according to the political principles of the dis- 
cordant parties. Most agreed, that the fire was raised by design ; 
Ibr, although the multitude are content to allow, that a private 
person may die suddenly of a natural disorder, or that a cottage 
may be consumed by accidental fire ; yet the death of a king, or 
the conflagration of a metropolis, must, according to their habits 
of thinking, arise from some dark and dismal plot, planned, 
doubtless, by those, whose religious or political sentiments are 
iBOSt remote from, their own. The royalists accused the fanatics ; 
the puritans the papists, of being the raisers of this dreadful 
fire. Some suspected even the king and Duke of York ; though 
it is somewhat difficult to see any advantage they could derive 
fiom burning a city, which had been just loading them both with 
treasures. The Monument, whose inscription adopts one of these 
rash opinions, is a more stately, but not a more respectable, re- 
cord of prejudice, than the stone figure in Smithfield, whose ta- 
blet declares, the fire must have been specially and exclusively 
a judgment for the crime of Gluttony, since it began in Pud'* 
ding-Lane, and ended in Fye^Comer I 

An event so signally calamitous called forth, as may be readily 
supposed, the condolence and consolations, such as they were, of 
the poets of the day. One author, who designs himself J. A. 
Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, poured forth verses " Upon 
the late lamentable Fire in London, in an humble imitation of the 
most incomparable Mr Cowley his Pindaric strain." This usurp- 
er of the Theban lyre informs us, that 

About those hours which silence keep. 

To tempt the froward world to ease ; 
Just at the time when, clothed with subtle air. 

Guilty spirits use to appear ; 
WlxQD the bard students to their pilbws creep ; 

(All but ^e aged men that wake, 

Who in thf mom their slumbers take,) 
Whm fires themselTes are put to sleep, 
(Only the thrifty lights that bum, and melancholy persons please ;) 
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JiMt thca s miigc enatt 

Brought by a munnazing wind ; 
(Not to every obnooi flame* 

Tbousand of those it left behind.) 
And choie a treachcioa heap of iparkt. 

Which bmied in their ashce lay ; 
Whidi, when discofer*d by some teact markiv 

The air fiuin*d the pale duit awaT : 
What le» than Heaven could e*er thii menage aend t 
The emben glowing, waked, and did attend. 

In an onnfoal tone 

The embawy ddiver*d was ; 
The tfeming air itsdf did groan. 

Nor for its burden could it fkrlher pass. 
Their dialects, but to themselves anknown. 

Only by sad effects we see, 
iniey did agree, 

To execute the great decree ; 
And all with the same secrecy con^nre. 
That as heaven whispered to the air, the air should to the fircsp 
The drowsy coals no sooner understand 
The purport of their large command. 
And that the oflBcious wind did there attend 

Its needftil aid to lend. 
But suddenly they seek out 
The work thev were to go about ; 
And qiarfca, ttiat had b^ne inactive lain. 
Each sraarate had its portion ta'en $ 
Though scatterM for a while, designM to meet again. 

Thus far contrived the wary fire. 
Thinking how many 'twould undo ; 
Fearing their just complaint. 
And the perpetual restraint ; 
It wink'd, as one would think 'twould fain 

Have slept again ; 
Had not the cruel wind rose higher, \ 

Which forced the drooping coals revive. 
To save themselves alive* 
Thus without fresh supply of food. 
Not able to subsist, 
Much less resbt 
A breath by which they were so rudely lust. 
They seized a neighbouring stack of wood. 
Which straight into one horrid flame did turn, 
Not as it stood designed to bum. 
Thus, while each other they oppose, 
Ppor mortals trace the mighty foes. 
By the vast desolations each makes where'er he goes. 

Besides this choice imitation of Cowley, we have ^'Londinimiod 
reliquum, or London's Remains," in Latin and English ; '^ Acho in 
Londini Incendiartos, the Conflagration of London, poetically de- 
lineated ;" Landinenses Lacrymas, or London's tears mingled with 
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her ashed ;" and^ doubtless^ many other poems on the same me- 
morable event. 

Note LVlir. 

Not with more constancy the Jews, of old, 

Bif Cyrus Jrom rewarded exile sent, 
Their royal city did in dust beholdf 

Or with more vigour to rebuild it went. 

St. 290. p. 155. 

When Cyrus conquered Babylon^ he restored the Jewish tribes 
to their native land, after seventy years captivity. The mixed 
fMings^with which they began to rebuild their rumed temple and 
city, are emphatically described in the Book of Ezra, chap. iii. 
• ''11. And they sung together by course, praising and giving 
thanks unto the Lord, because he is good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever towards Israel. And all the people shouted with a great 
shout when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the Lord was laid. 

*' 12. But many of the priests and Levites, and chief of the fa- 
therst who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when 
the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with 
A loud voice, and many shouted loud for joy. 

** IS. So that the people could not discover the noise of the 
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people ; for the 
people snouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar 
off. 

NoteLIX. 

Now frequent trines the happier lights among, 
And htgh^raised Jove, from his dark prison freed. 

Those weights took off that on his planet hung, 
fVtil gloriously the new-laid works succeed. 

St. 292. p. 155. 

According to the jargon of astrology, a tnne, or triangular 
conjunction of planets, was supposed to be eminently benign to 
mankind. To this Dryden adds the circumstance of the planet 
Jove being in his ascension, as a favourable aspect. Our poet was 
not ahove being seriously influenced by these fooleries ; and I 
dare say will be found, on reference to any almanack of 1666, to 
hare given a very accurate account of the relative state of the 
heavenly bodies m that year. 

VOL. IX. N 
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■ Si proprius stes 
Te capiet magis 




ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 



IE following poem has been uniformly and universally ad- 
d> not only as one of Dryden's most excellent performances^ 
\8 indisputably the best and most nervous political satire that 
was written. It is said to have been undertaken at the com- 
i of Charles ; and if so, no king was ever better obeyed. The 
ral state of parties in England during the last years of the 
i of Charles II. has been often noticed, particularly in the 
i on " The Duke of Guise," vol. VI. Shaftesbury, dismissed 

the administration, had bent his whole genius for intrigue, 
feet the exclusion of the Duke of York from the crown of 
and, even at the risk of a civil war. Monmouth had thrown 
elf into the arms of the same party, flattered by the prospect 
scupying that place from which his uncle was to be exclu. 
Every thing seemed to flatter his ambition. , The preten- 

of the Duke's daughters must necessarily have been com- 
dsed by the exclusion of their father. At any rate, they 

not likely to be supported by a powerful party, while 
mouth, by his. own personal influence, and that of Shafles- 
y was at uie head of all, whom zeal for religion, disappoint- 
nbition, restlessness of temper, love of liberty, or desire of 
tiousness, had united in opposition to the measures of the 
;• Every engine which judgment or wit could dictate, was 
oyed by either party to place their cause in the most favour- 
light, and prejudice that of their adversaries. Among these, 
loem which follows was the most powerful, and the most 
sssful. The time of its appearance was chosen with as much 
18 the poem displays genius. Shaftesbury had been com- 
id to the Tower on a charge of high treason on the 2d July, 
the poem was published a few days before a bill of indict- 
; was presented against him. The sensation excited by such 
m, at such a time, was intense and universal. 
has been hitherto generally supposed, that the idea of ap- 
\g to Charles and Monmouth the apt characters and story of 
Sxa and Achitophel, and indeed Uie general plan of draw- 
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ing a poetical parallel frpm scriptural history to modem times, 
was exdusively our author's. This appears to be a mistake. So 
far back as l679, some favourer of Lorn Stafford and of the Ca- 
tholic cause ventured to paraphrase the story of Naboth's vine^ 
yard, and to apply it to the condemnation of that unfortunate 
nobleman for the Catholic plot. In that piece^ the scripture 
names and characters are given to the objects of the poet's sa- 
tirCf predsely on the plan adopted by Dryden in ^' Absalom uid 
Achitophel," * as the reader will perceive from the extracts in the 



* ** 'Nabodi's Vineyard, or the Innocent Traitor, copied ham the migiiial 
Holy Scriptures, in Heroic Verse, printed for C. R. 1679.** 

(• Since holy scripture itself is not exempt from being tortured and abused by 
the straininp and perversions of evil men, no great wonder were it if this mall 
poem, Which is hut an illustration of a single, ^et remarkable, passage thenof, 
oe dso Bubjiect to Aelike distortions and imsappHcations of the oveiprying and 
nadkifWitted of one tide, and of the malicious bn the other. But aJl ingenioai 
and ingenuous men <to whose divertisemeat only this poem offbn itsdf) will be 
guarantees for the author, that neither any honourable and just Judge ean be 
tiwug^t concerned in the character of Arod, nor any honest and veracious wit- 
hi6n in that of Malchus. And as, by the singular care fibidi roytl goodness of hii 
Mi(jcMy, whom God long pteBitte^ bur benches in this nation are fumidied irltb 
fmwM of tudi 'enofinent integrity and ability, that no itiiatB«ter of a coitnpt ftiifn 
080, with the least shadow of nseniblance, belong to ibtm ; lo it is to tin iiiihlim, 
that also, in all our courts of jndicatnre, a ^portionable honesty aD4 i^tneHf 
were to be found in all witnesses, that so justice and peace might dose in aha^nr 
kiss.*' 

In this^piMe, Scroggs is nSiesmbefl uiidii^ fhe chatracter dJT Atod, to lUiAiitM 
judge and etawsmaa : 

The cMef was Arod, whose corrupted youth 
Had made his sotd an enemy to truth ; 
'Biit natiire furnished him with parts and wit 
'Vot bdd ^teboipts, and deep ^intriguing ik. 
Small Vas his Icfsttiing, and his eloquence 
Did rplease the Tabble, nausebte men of seoee*; 
Bold was his spirit, nimble and loud his tongae* 
"Which more than law or reason takes the throng. 
'Hith, part by mohey, plirtly by'her grace. 
The covetous queen raisied tb a jiidge's place ; 
And as 'be bought his place, he justice sdd. 
Weighing his oautes, not by law, but ^oM, 
He made the justice- seat a common mart ; 
Well skill*d was he in the mysterious art 
OfKndine Varnish for an tlhsound cause. 
And for me sound, itnaginary flaws. 



Malchus— 'Gates. 

Malchus, a puny Levite, void offense 
And grace, but stufiTd #ith ^oise and imfnMteiUft, 
Was his prime tool ; se venonioas a brtite. 
That every place he lived in spued him out. 
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jiole. Not only had die scheme of a similar poem been concei* 
■red, but the yery passage of Scripture, adc^yted by Dryden as the 
:fi»uuBdatkm of his parable, had been already applied to Charles and 
his undutiful son. There appeared, in l6S0, a small tract* call- 
ed ^' Absakun's Coni^iracy, or the Tragedy of Treason," ^ich, 
sw it aeems to have furnished tibe generid argument of Dryden's 
jpoem, SBEid has been unnoticed by any former commentatcHr, I 
nave subjoined to these introductory remarks. (See p. 205.) 

In a '* Letter also to his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, this 
15 July 1680, by a true lover of his person and the peace ^.the 
IdngdoBGi," the same adaptation is thus warmly urgea^ 

^^ These are the men (speaking of Monmouth's advisers) that 
-wmUdg with Joab, send for the wise woman to persuade Eling 
J>avid to admit of a return for Absalom his s<m ; and when they 
bad affected it, leave him to himself, till anger and passion had 
mi fire to the field of Joab. These are the men, that would have 
jachrised Absalom to make chariots, and to take B£ty men to run 
him, and appoint his time and station beside the way of 
le, to inquire of the tribes of Israel, that came up to the 
_ for justice, what their controversies and matters were. 
Theie ore the men, that would have advised young Absalom, 
Jhat fdnoe David had appointed no one to hear their grievances 
•^wlach was a political lie,) and relieve their oppressions, to wish, 
.'^ Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man that 
badi any suit or cause might come to me, and I would do him 
jartice !" In short, these unprincipled men were they that set on 
Absalom to steal away the hearts of the people from the king ; 
are they, that advised him to go to Hebron to pay his vow ; 



Lies in his mouth, and malice in his heart. 

By nature grew, ^nd were improved by art ; 

Mischief his pleasure was, and all his joy. 

To see his thriving calumny destroy 

Those, whom his double heart, and forked tongue. 

Surer than vipers* teeth, to death had stung. 

Naboth— Statford. 

Naboth, among the tribes, the foremost place, 
Did, with his riches, birth, and virtue grace ; 
A man, whose wealth was the poor*s common stock ; 
The hungry found their market in his flock. 
His justice made all law contentions cease ; 
He was his neighbour's safeguard, and their peace. 
Tha rich by him were in due bounds contained ; 
The poor, i£ strong, employed ; if weak, maintained. 
WeU had he serv^ his country and his king. 
And the best troops in all their wars did bring ; 
Nor with less bravery did he lead them on, 
Wiurding his oountry*i danger with his own. 
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and these are the men, that led him into actual rebelliob against 
his father^ and to be destroyed by some of the very hands that 
had assisted him in those pernicious coonseW — Somer^ Tracts, 
p. 111. 

The parallel, from its aptness to the circmnstances^ appears 
to have become popular ; for Shaftesbury was distinguished by 
the nick-name of Achitophel * before the appearance of the fol- 
lowing poem. 

On the merits of Dryden's satire, all critics have been long 
agreed* *' If it be considered/' says Dr Johnson^ '^ as a poem 
political and controversial, it will be found to comprise aU the 
excellencies of which the subject is susceptible ; acrimony of cen- 
sure, elegance of praisei artful delineation of character, variety 
and vigour of sentiment, happy turns of language, and pleasing 
harmony of numbers ; and all these raised to such a height as can 
scarcely be found in any other English composition." The more 
deeply we examine the plan of the piece, the more reason we will 
find to applaud the exquisite skill of the author. In the charac- 
ter of Absalom, particularly, he had a delicate task to perform. 
He was to draw the misguided and offending son, but not the har- 
dened reprobate ; for Charles, notwithstanding his just indigna- 
tion, was to the end of his reign partial to this unfortunate prince, 
and anxious to detach him from his desperate counsellors. Dry- 
den has, accordingly, liberally transferred all the fouler part of 
the accusation to the shoulders of Achitophel, while he is tender of 
the fame of Absalom. We may suppose, that, in doing so, the poet 
indulged his own feelings : the Duchess of Buccleuch had been^his 
most early patroness, and he had received personal favours mm 
MonmouUi nimself. \ These recollections must have had weight 



* The following lines occur in '' The Badger in the Fox-trap," published, as 
appears from Mr Luttrell's jotting, about 9th July, 1681, four months before the 
appearance of Drydeo's poem : 

Besides, my titles are as numerous 

As all my actions various, still, and humourous. 

Some call me Tory, some Achitophel^ 

Some Jack>a.Dandy, some old Machiavel ; 

Some call me Devil, some his foster-brother. 

And Turncoat rebel all the nation over. 

An accidental anticipation of the names imposed on Shaftesbury and the King 
occurs, where the author seems to have been inspired with prophecy at least, u 
not with poetry ; namely, in ^' Verses on the blessed and happy Coronation of 
Charles 11. King of England, &c printed at the hearty desires of Persons of 
Quality ; by John Rich, Gentleman." 

Preserve thy David ; and he that rebells. 
Confound his councells, like Achitophell's. 

•\ See the dedication of ** Tyrannic Love," addressed to Monmouth, vol. 
III. p. 346 ; and the " Vindication of the Duke of Guise," where Diyden SsySf 
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"witli him, when engaged in composing this party poem ; and we 
may readily believe him, when he affirms, that David could not 
be more tender of the young man's life, than he would be of his 
reputation. In many of the other characters, that of Buckingham 
in particular, a certain degree of mercy is preserved, even amid 
the severity of satire. The follies of Zimri are exposed to ridi- 
cule^; but his guilt) (and the age accused him of most foul crimes,) 
is left in the shade. Even in drawing the character o£ Achitophel, 
8uch a d^ree of justice is rendered to his acute talents, and to 
-fais merits as a judge, that we are gained by the poet's apparent 
candour to give him credit for the truth of the portrait in its 
harsher features. It is remarkable, that the only considerable 
additions made to the poem, after the first edition, have a ten- 
d^icy rather to mollify than to sharpen the satire. The following 
additional passage, in the character of Achitophel, stands in this 
predicament : 

So easy still it proves in factious times, 

With public zeal to cancel private crimes. 
' How safe is treason, and how sacred ill, 

Where none can sin against the people's will ? 

Where crowds can wink, and no offence be known. 

Since in another's guilt they find their own ? 

Yet fame deserved no enemy can grudge ; 

The statesman we abhor, but praise the judge. 

In Israel's courts ne'er sat an Abethdin 
■ With more discerning eyes, or hands more dean, 

Unbribed, unsought, the wretched to redress ; 

Swift of dispatch, and easy of access. 

A report was circulated, and has crept into the *' Biographia 
BriUamcar that this addition was made in consequence of Shaf- 
tesbury's having conferred a favour upon Dryden, and his fami- 
ly,* in the interval between the first and second edition of *' Ab- 



** The obligations I have had to him were those of his countenance, his favour, 
bis good word, and his esteem, all of which I have likewise had in a greater mea- 
fore horn, his excellent Duchess, the patroness of my poor unworthy poetry." 
VoL VII. p. 162. 

* By recommending, it is said, his son to the charter-house, of which Shaftes- 
Imry is said to have been a governor. But, from the records of the foundation, 
it aj^ean that Erasmus Henry Dryden, the third son of the poet, to whom, if to 
Vsy, the story must apply, was not admitted a scholar till more than a year after 
tile publication of the second edition of the poem, containing the additional lines 
•bone quoted, to which the said admission is stated to have given occasion. There 
ave, besides, two admirable reasons for believing that Shatobury had no hand in 
this matter, since^ first, young Dryden was admitted on the recommendation of 
tiie King himself; secondly, Shaftesbury happened to be dead at the time. ' See 
Makm/t Dryden^ VoL I. p. 148. The following is the note of admissions re- 
ftrred to 1i^ M r Malone : 

** October 6th, 1681, [six weeks before the publication of < Absalom and Achi- 
tophd'] Samuel Weaver, admitted for the Lord Shaftesbury. 
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'salam and Adihophel ;" hot this Mr Malone kat reAited in the 
most satisfactory manner. 

A passage, expressive of kind wishes towards Monmouth, was 
also added in the second edition : 

But oh thai nt he would repeot and live ! 
How easy 'tu for parents to foxgiYe ; 
With how few fears a pardon might be won. 
From natture pleading for a dsrnog son f 

Thesei and other passages, in which Drjxkn baa aoftened the 
severity of his muse, evince not only the poet's taate and jadg^ 
ment, but ^at tone of honourable and just feeling, which distin- 
guishes a true satire from a libellous lampoon. 

It was not consistent with Dry den's subject to introduce raoA 
imagery or description into *^ Absalom and Achitophel ;" but, 
though Dr Johnson has remarked this as a disadvantage to die 
poem, it was, I think, amply compensated by the good effiscts 
which the restraint produced on our author^s style of composi- 
tion. The reader has already seen in how many instances Drvden 
gave way to the false taste of his age, which, indeed, furnished 
the strongest temptation to a vigorous mind, naturally delighting 
to exert itself in working out an ingenious parallel between re- 
mote and dissimilar ideas. A fiery horse is taught his regultr 
paces by the restraining discipline of the manege ; and^ in the 
same way, the subject of *• Absalom and Achitophel," which con- 
fined the poet to the expression of sentiment and character, and 
left no room for excursions into the regions of metaphysical poe- 
try, probably had the effect of restraining his exertions within the 
bounds of true taste, whose precincts he would be less likely to 
overleap, even when again turned loose upon a more fandfiil 
theme. It is certain that " Absalom and Achitophel" is as re- 
markable for correctness of taste, as for fire and spirit of compo- 
(Htion ; nor ought the reader, amidst so many appro{Nriate beatt- 
ties, to regret fiiose flights of imagination, which could not have 
been indulged without improprietv. 

Another objection, stated to this poem, has been the abrupt 
and unsatisfactory nature of the conclusion. The factions, and 
their leaders, are described ; and, when our expectation is at the 
highest, the danger is at once dispelled by a speech from the 
throne. " Who," says Johnson, " can forbear to think of an en- 
chanted castle, with a wide moat, and lofly battlements^ which 



^< Feh. 5th, 16B3-3, Erasmus Henry Dryden, admitted /or ?U8 Majesty^ the 
xoom of Orlando Bagnall), aged 14 years, 3d of May next 

" Nov. 2d, 1685, Erasmus Diyden and Richard Tubb left the hoii8«. 

•' Elected to the University.'' 
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vmnishes at once into sir, when the deiftined knight blowi his horn 
before it ?" Yet, with great deference to such authority^ it may 
be considered as somewhat hard to expect the merit ^ a welU 
conducted story in a poem merely intended as a designation of 
various living characters. He^ who collects a gallery of portraits^ 
disdaimsy by the very act of doing so^ any intention of pi^sentii^ 
a series of mstorical events. Each separate style of poetry has its 
merits and disadvantages^ but we ^ould not expect a historical 
work to contain the poignancy of a satire, or a satire to exhibit 
the majestic and interesting story of an epic poenu Besides^ thete. 
had actually been an important crisis, and highly favourable to 
the court, produced by tne King's behaviour at Oxford, and by 
the sudden dissolution of that parliament, which, according to 
Shaltesbury, was to have rendered the Duke of York as abandoned 
an exile as the first murderer Cain. This stroke of power was 
executed so unexpectedly, that the Commons had not the slightest 
suspicion of what was intended, till they were summoned by the 
Blaick Rod to attend the King. Oxford, so lately crowded with 
the armed factionaries and partisans of royalty and democracy^ 
was at once deserted, and leh to its usual stillness and seclusion. 
The blow was fatal to the country party, as it dispersed that body 
m which they had knit up their strength, and which alone could 
•give tiieir proceedings the sanction of law. 

The success of '^Absalom and Achitophel" was unexampled. Dt 
Johnson's father, a bookseller, told hira, it was exceeded by no- 
libiDg in his remembrance, excepting that of Sacheverel's Sermon. 
The allusions which it contained became universally known ; and 
4i6 allegorical names seemed to be inalienably entailed upon the 
Mr&oas to whom Chyden had assigned them. Not only were they 
m pteq>etual use amongst the court poets of the day,** but the 



* Of thit it would be endless to ^uote proofs. The following four extracts from 
At jibda of the time arc mere than sufficient : 

** A Congratulatory Poem upon the Happy Arri?al of his Royal HighncM 
Duke of York, at London, April 8th, 1682 :' 



>»» 



And Absalom, thou piece of ill-placed beauty. 
As happy be as fair, and know thy duty ; 
For somewhat in that noble frame I saw. 
Which, or a father, or a king can awe. 

*^ The Norwich Loyal Litany :*' 

But may the beauteous youth come home, 

And do the thing that's fit. 
Or I must tell that Absalom, 

He has more hair than wit. 

May he be wise, and soon expel 
The old fox, th' old fawning «lf ; 

The time draws near, Adiitoj^d 
ShanH nesd to hang hiniMlf. 

6 
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parablewas repeatedly inculcated andpreached upon from the pul- 
pit,* and echoed and re-echoed in all the addresses of the time.f 
The poem was at first published without a name^ a circumstance 
•which must have added to the curiosity of the public ; there werei 
however^ few writers^ save the author^ who could be suspected 
even for a moment^ and it is probable he did not remain long 
concealed. The poem was published on the 17th November^ 
l681>t ^^^ ^ early as the 10th of December^ Drydeh is attacked 
as the author, in a miserable Grubstreet poem, called ** Towser 
the Second," supposed to be written by Henry Care.§ Then 
came forth, on the 14th, His Grace of Buckingham's ** Poetical 
Eeflections/' which are amply analysed in our notes. A non- 



** His Royal Highness the Duke of York's Welcome to LondoDy a ooDgrato. 
Utory Poem."* 

So let it mourn, and Ignoramus find 
How unsuccessfully it spared its kind, 
When sneaking, trembling, false Acbitopbel 
Hath refuge to the cunning Hangman's spell ; 
And by one fatal tie, those numerous knots 
Dissolves, of all his rogueries, shams, and plots. 

** Good News in Bad Times ; or Absalom's Return to David's Boeom. 90di N«f. 

1683." 

• Mr Malone quotes two instances of sermons upon this topic ; one entitled, 
<* Achitophel's Policy Defeated ;*' preached on the thanksgiving after the Rye- 
house conspiracy, and another on the same subject, with nearly the same title, YoL 
III. p. 293. 

•f An address from Liverpool assures Charles, that ** the councils of your 
faithful Hushais shall ever prevail against the united force of all aspiring Absa- 
loms, and the desperate advice of all pestilent Achitophels.'* Another, fiem 
Morpeth, denounces ** all mutinous Corahs, rebellious Absaloms, and peifidioos 
Achitophels." 

$ This appears by a note upon Mr Luttrell^s copy, " 17th November, ex dono 
amid Jacobi Tonson.^^ He has further labelled it ** An excellent Poem against 
the Duke of Monmouth, Earl of Shaftesbury, and that party, and in vindioitioi 
of the King and his friends**' 

§ ^* Towser the Second, a bull-dog, or a short reply to Absalom and Achito- 
phd :" 

In pious times, when poets were well baing'd 
For saucy satire, and for sham-plots hang*d, 
A learned bard, that long commanded had 
The trembling stage in chief, at length ran mad. 

For, since he has given o'er to plague the stage. 
With the effects of his poetic rage, 
Like a mad dog he runs about the streets. 
Snarling and biting every one he meets : 
The other day he met our royal Charles, 
And his two mistresses, and at them snarls ; 
Then falls upon the ministers of state, 
Treats them all a-lO'tnode de BiUingtgate, 
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conformist clergyman (name unknown) advanced to thQ charge 
on the 25thj with a pamphlet termed^ '< A Whip for the Fool's 
Back ;" and followed it up with the " Key with the Whip, to 
open the mystery and iniquity o( the poem called Absalom and 
Achitophel/' 1 hen Samuel Pordage published '^ Azariah and 
Huthai ;" and^ finally^ our author's old antagonist^ Elkanah Set- 
tle, brouffht up the heavy rear with a ponderous pamphlet^ enti- 
Ued " Absalom Senior ; or, Achitophel Transposed, a Poem/' 
^11 these laborious and indignant vindications and rebutters ser- 
Ted only to shew how much the faction was hurt 1^ this spirited 
satire^ and how unable they were to make an e£tectual retort* 
Were we to judge of their strength in other respects, from the 
efforts of their writers, we should esteem them very unworthy of 
Pryden's satire, and exclaim, as Tybalt does to Benvolio, 

What dost thou, drawn, among these heartless hinds ? 

Aoco^dingl^j Dryden takes but slight and contemptuous notice 
of any of ms antagonists, save Shadwell and Settle, on whom he 
inflicts a severe &gellation in the Second Part. On the other 
hand, Nahum Tate, and other Tory poets, came forth with con« 
gratulatory verses, the inferiority of which served to shew that 
prrden's force did not lie in the principles and subject which he 
had in common with these poetasters, but in the incommunica- 
Ue resources of Ills own genius. 

The First Part of ^^ Absalom and Achitophel" is in folio, 
« Printed for J. T. (Jacob Tonson), and are to be sold by W. 
Davis, in Amen corner, 1681." A second edition was issued be« 
fore the end of December, which was followed by many more. 
Mr Malone believes that the edition which appeared in the Mis- 
cellanies was the sixth ; and a quarto copy, now before me, dated 
1693, calls itself " the SevenUi £dition, augmented and revised.*' 
Two Latin versions of *' Absalom and Achitophel" were execu« 
ted ;.oiie by the famous Atterbury, afterwards Bbhop of Roches* 
ter, the other by Dr Coward. 



«* Absalom's Conspiracy t or, the Tragedy of Treason." Lon- 
don', printed in the year 1680. Folio, containing two pages. Re- 
printed in the Harleian Miscellany. 

'' There is nothing so dangerous either to societies in general, 
or to particular persons, as ambition ; the temptations of sove- 
reignty, and the glittering lustre of a crown, have been guilty of 
all the fearful consequences that can be within the compass of 
imagination* For this, mighty nations have been drowned in 
bloodt, populous cities have been made desolate, laid in ashes, and 
left without inhabitants ; for this, parents have lost all the sense 
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and tenderness of nature ; and children, all the sentinientt of 
duty and obedience ; the eternal laws of eood and just^ Ae lai^ 
of nature and of nations^ of God and rdig&n, have been violated ; 
men have been transform^ into the cruelty of beast^j imd ipto 
the rage nod malice of devilv* 

" Instances, both modem and aneient, of tiiis, are innmnjeni- 
ble ; but this of Absalom is a tragedy, whose anti^it]r and tru^r 
do equally recommend it as an example to all posterity^ ^4 8 
caution to all mankind, to take care how they embark m antf)}- 
tious and unlawful designs ; and it is a particular caveat to dl 
voung men, to beware of such counsellors i^ the old Acfaftoph^ 
lest, while they are tempted with the hopes of ^ erowni, they htff- 
ten on their own destiny, and come to an onthnely end* 

" Absalom was the third sop of David by Maachah, tlie dangh^ 
ter of Talmai, king of Gesbur^ whQ was one of DaiHul's concii- 
bines ; he, seeing his title to the crown upon the score of lawfu} 
aucoession would nc^ do, resolved to make good what W98 deft^ 
tive in it by ppen forcoy by dethroning his firtlier. 

<^ Now the arts he used to accompli]^ hia design w^ro tftese^ 
First, he studied popularity i he rose up eartyr he was industrious 
and dilig«it in his way ; he placed himself in the way of fife gate : 
and when any man came for judgment, he courteously enSs|ed[ 
into discourse with him. This feigned condescension was the flr^t; 
step of his ambition. Secondly, He depraved his ftither'a govern^ 
ment ; the king was careless, drowned m his pleasures ; the coun- 
sellors were evil ; no man regarded the petitioners : Absalom sai4 
unto him,»**See, thy matters are good and ri^ht| it is but reasoq^ 
that you petition for ; but there is no man that will he^ th^ 
from the king ; there is no justice to be found,, your petitiops afe 
rejected* Thirdly, He ipsinuates what he would do, if he ife^ 
in authority ; how easy access should be to hin:^ ; he would da 
them justice ; he would hear and redress their grievances, re- 
ceive their petitions, and give them gracious ansvr^rs : — Oh tluit 
I were made judge in the land, that every man might come unto 
me, and I would do him justice 1 And, when any man came to 
do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him and kiss- 
ed him ; and thus he stole away the hearts of the people frpm 
their lawful king, his father and sovereign. 

** But all this would not do ; he therefore joins himself to one 
Achitophel, an old man of a shrewd head, and discontented 
heart. This Achitophel> it seems, had been a great counsellor 
of David's ; but was now under some disgrace, as appears by 
Absalom's sending for him from Gilo, his city, whither he was in 
discontent retreated, because David had advanced Hushai into 
his privy-council ; and no doubt can be made, but he was of the 
conspiracy before, by his ready joining with Absalom as soon as 
the matters were ripe for execution. 
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** Absalom having thus laid his train, and made secret provision 
for his intended rebellion, dispatches his emissaries abroad»to give 
notice by his spies, that all the confederates should be ready at 
the found of the trumpet^ and say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron ; 
and immediately a great multitude was gathered to him ; for the 
conspiracy was strong ; some went out of malice, and some in 
their simplicity followed him, and knew not any thing. 

** David is forced to fly from his son, but still he had a loyal 
party that stuck close to him^ Achitophel gave devilish counsel, 
out God disappointed it strangely; for Hushai, pretending to come 
oyer to their party, put Absalom upon a plausible expedient, 
which proved his ruin. So impossible is it for treason to be se- 
cure^ that no person who forms a conspiracy, but there may be 
some, who, under pretence of the greatest kindness, may insinuate 
themselves, only to discover their secrets, and ruin their inten« 
tions, either by revealing their treason, or disappointing it ; and 
certainly) of all men, traitors are least to be trusted ; for they 
who can be perfidious to one, can never be true to any. 

*^ The matter comes at last to the decision of the sword. Ab* 
galom's party are defeated, and many slain, and Absalom himself^ 
seeking to save himself by flight in the wood, is entangled in a tree 
bj his own hair, which was his pride ; and his mule going from 
under him, there left him hanging till Joab came, and» with three 
dartSy made at once an end of his life and the rebellion. Thus 
ended his youthful and foolish ambition, making him an eternal 
monument of infamy, and an instance of the justice of divine ven« 
geance> and what will be the conclusion of ambition, treason, and 
conspiracy, against lawful kings and governors : A severe admo- 
nition to ail green heads, to avoid the temptations of grey Achi- 
tophels. 

** Achitophely the engineer of all this mischief, seeing his coun- 
id despised, and foreseeing the event, prevented the hand of the 
ezecntioneri and, in revenge upon himself, went home and hanged 
himself; give fair warning to all treacherous counsellors, to See 
what their devilish counsels will lead them to at last ; mischievous 
counsel ever falling in conclusion upon the heads where first it 
was contrived, as naturally as dirty kennels fall into the common- 
lewer. 

" Whatsoever was written aforetime, was written for our in- 
itmction ; for holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost." 



TO 



THE READER. 



It is not my intention to make an apology for my 
poem ; some will think it needs no excuse, and 
others will receive none. The design I am sure is 
honest ; but he who draws his pen for one party^ 
must expect to make enemies of the other. For 
wit and fool, are consequents of Whig and Tory •^* 

* These famous expressions of party distinction were just co- 
ming into fashion. Whig> a contraction of Whisamore, is a word 
used by the peasantry in the west of Scotland in driving their 
horses» and gave a name to those fanatics who were the supporters 
of the Covenant in that part of Scotland. It was first used to desig- 
nate an insurrection of these people in 1648, called the Whiga- 
more's road. It has been less accurately derived from the sour- 
milk used by these people, called whig. But the former use of 
the word was much more likely to afford a party appellation.— 
The Tories owe their distinctive epithet to the Irish banditti, who 
use the wordToree, or ** give me," in robbing passengers. Hence» 
in the old translation of Buchanan's History, the followers of 
Buccleuch are called the Tories of Teviotdale. As, from religion 
and other motives, the Irish were almost all attached to the Duke 
of York, the word Tory was generally applied to his party by 
the opposite faction, who, on the other hand, were called Whigs, 
as having embraced the fanatical and rebellious principles of ^e 
Scottish Covenanters. The Duke of York's followers are suppo- 
sed to be thus described by his Grace himself, in a lampoon called 
•* Popish Politics unmasked :" — 

I have my teagnes and tories at my beck. 
Will wring their heads off like a chicken's neck. 
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and every man is a knave or an ass to the contrary 
side. There is a treasury of merits in the fanatic 
church, as well as in the popi^sh ; and a penily worth 
to be had of saint^hip, honesty, and poetry, for the 
lewd, the factious, and the blockheads ; but the 
longest chapter in Deuteronomy has not curses 
enough for an Anti-Bromingham.* My comfort is. 



Others wonU serve you but on constant pay. 
My hounds will hunt and live upon their prey ; 
A virgin*! haunch, or well-baked ladies breast. 
To them is better than a ven'son feast; 
Babes pettitoes cut large, with arms and legs, 
. Tbsy far prefer to pettitoes of pigs. 

One of the first applications of the word Tory to a party pur- 
pose, occurs in *^ A True Relation of a late Barbarous Assault 
committed on Robert Pye, Esq." in which one John Bodnam, of 
Bnmgum, in the county of Hereford, *' an obstinate and violent 
papist," is said by the author to have defended himself against 
the constable and his assistants *' so well, or rather so ill," that 
they were forced to retire and leave him " than which a Toree 
or an Outlaw could have done no more." Finally, the justice 
havinff m)eared in person^ Mr Bodnam ^' in good earnest let fly 
at his nead with a hedge-bill/' which^ the author says, is '^ no bad 
aigprnent for the truth of the black bills prepared for the papists 
in Ireland." This paper is dated 168I. 

' * Birmin^iam was already noted for base and counterfeit coin- 
ace.' In a ranegjrrick on their Royal Highnesses^ congratula- 
tuijg their return from Sqotland^ l6S2y mention is thus made of 
ShaftediuTy's medal : 

The wretch that stamped it got immortal fame ; 
Twas coin*d by stealth, like groats at Birmingham. 

Tom Brown also alluded to the same practice : " I coined he- 
xoea as fast as Brumingham groats." t The affected zeal of the 
country party for the Protestant religion^ led them to be called 
BlrmiDgnam Protestants, while the pretensions of Monmouth to 
legitimacy led his adversaries to compare him to a spurious im- 
pression of the king's coin ; and thus Birmingham became a term 
of reproach for him, his assumed title, and his faction in general. 
' I I I i>i I .■ ■ ' ■■■ I I. 

^ Jieatantjbr Mr Bayes changing hu Religion^ p. 14. 
VOL. IX. O 
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their manifest prejudice to my cause wiU rende* 
their judgment of less authority against me. Yet, if 
a poem have a genius it will force its own reception 
in the world; for there is a sweetness in good 
verse, which tickles even while it hurts ; and no 
man can be heartily angry with him who pleases 
him against his will. The commendation of ad- 
versaries is the greatest triumph of a writer, because 
it never comes unless extorted. But 1 can be satis- 
fied on more easy terms ; if I happen to please the 
more moderate sort, I shall be sure of an honest 

I 

There are numerous allusions to this in the libels of the age. 
Thus, in " Old Jemmy, an excellent new Ballad," 

Old Jemmy is the top. 

And cheef among the princes ; 
Nq mobile gay fop 

With Bromiogham pretences. 

In another ballad^ bearing the same tide, the same phrase occurs; 

Let Whig and Bremingham repine. 

They shew their teeth in vain ; 
The glory (^ the British Line, 

Old Jemmy's come again. 

These are in Mr Luttrell's collection ; where there is another 
Tory song, entitled, " A propr new Birmingham ballad* to the 
tune of Hey Boys Up Go We." 

In another Grubstreet performance, entitled, *< a Medley on 
the Plot, by Matthew Taubman :" 

Confound the hypocrites, Birminghams royal. 

Who thinks all^eance a transgression ; 
Since to oppose the king is counted loyal, 

And to rail high at ^e succession. 

Let them boast of loyal Birminghams, and true. 
And with these make up their kirk of separation ; 

We have honest Tory Tom, Dick, and Hugh, 
WiU drink on, and do more service for the nation. 

North, however, gives rather a different derivation. He says 
that the loyalists, becoming anxious to retort some nickname m 
return for that of tories with which they had been branded, first 
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party, and, in all probability, of the best judges ; 
for the least concerned are commonly the least cor- 
Tupt. And I confess I have laid in for those, by 
fdSating the satire, where justice would allow it, 
from carrying too sharp an edge. They who can 
criticise so weakly, as to imagine I have done my 
wcnrst, may be convinced, at their own cost, that I 
can write severely, with more ease than I can gent- 
ly. I have but laughed at some men's follies, when 
1 could have declaimed against their vices ; and 
other men's virtues I have commended, as freely as 
I have taxed their crimes. And now, if you are a 
malicious reader, I expect you should return upon 
me, that I affect to be thought more impartial than 
I am ; but if men are not to be judged by their pro- 
fessions, Gk)d forgive vou commonwealth's-men for 
professing so plausibly for the government ! You 
cannot be so unconscionable as to charge me for 
not subscribing my name ; for that would reflect 
too grossly upon your own party, who never dare, 
though they have the advantage of a jury to secure 
them. If you like not my poem, the fault may pos- 
sibly be in my writing ; though it is hard for an au- 
tiior to judge against himself: but more probably 
it is in your morals, which cannot bear the truth of 

called their ** adversaries trtte blues; because such were not 8a« 
tiafied to be Protestants as churchmen were, but must be true 
Protestants, implying the others to be false ones, just not Papists. 
Then they went on, and styled the adversary Birmingham Pro- 
testants, alluding to the false groats struck at that place. This 
lield a considerable time ; but the word was not fluent enough for 
hasty repartee, and after divers changes, the lot fell on the word 
whig, wnich was very significative, as well as ready, being ver« 
nacular in Scotland, whence it was borrowed, for sour and cor- 
mpted whey. Immediately the train took, and, upon the first 
touch of tiie experiment, it ran like wild fire, and became gene- 
xaL**— j&ramen. p. 321. 

By the phrase of Anti-Brominghams, used in the text, Dryden 
therefore means those who oppos^ the Duke of Monmouth's pre- 
Isniions, and were execrated for domg soby his fanatical followers. 
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it. The violent on both sides wiU condemn the 
character of Absalom, as either too favourably or too 
hardly drawn. But they are not the violent whom 
I desire to please. The fault on the right hand k 
to extenuate, palliate, and indulge ; and, to confess 
freely, I have endeavoured to commit it. Besides 
the respect which I owe his birth, I have a greater 
for his heroic virtues ; and David himself could not 
be more tender of the young man's life, than I would 
be of his reputation. But since the most excellent 
natures are always the most easy, and, as being such, 
are the soonest perverted by ill counsels, especially 
when baited with fame and glory, it is no more a 
wonder that he withstood not the temptations of 
Achitophel, than it was for Adam not to have re- 
sisted the two devils, the serpent and the woman. 
The conclusion of the story I purposely forbore to 
prosecute, because I could not obtain from myself 
to shew Absalom unfortunate. The frame of it was 
cut out but for a picture to the waist ; and if the 
draught be so far true, it is as much as I designed. 

Were I the inventor, who am only the historian, 
I should certainly conclude the piece, with the 
reconcilement of Absalom to David. And who 
knows but this may come to pass ? Things were 
not brought to an extremity, where I left the story ; 
there seems yet to be room left for a composure ; 
hereafter there may be only for pity. I have not 
so much as an uncharitable wish against Achito- 
phel, but am content to be accused of a good-na- 
tured error, and to hope with Origen, that the devil 
himself may at last be saved. For which reason, in 
this poem, he is neither brought to set his house in 
order, nor to dispose of his person afterwards as he 
in wisdom shall think fit. God is infinitely merci- 
ful ; and his vicegerent is only not so, because he is 
not infinite. 

The true end of satire is the amendment of vices 
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by correction. And he, who writes honestly, is no 
more an enemy to the offender, than the physician 
to the patient, when he prescribes harsh remedies 
to an inveterate disease ; for those are only in order 
to prevent the chirurgeon's work of an Ense resdn- 
dendum^ which I wish not to my very enemies. To 
conclude all ; if the body politic have any analogy 
to the natural, in my weak judgment, an act of ob- 
livion were as necessary in a hot distempered state, 
as an opiate would be in a raging fever. 



RECOMMENDATORY VERSES. 

The following Recommendatory Verses, Dryden thought wor- 
thy of being prefixed to the later editions of his ^* Absalom and 
Adiitophel/' for which reason they are here retained. It will be 
obeervedy that they all mention the author as unknown. This, 
boweveTj we are not to understand literally ; since it is obvious^ 
ftom the contemporary libels, that Dryden was well known for 
the anthor. But, till he placed his name in the title-page, his 
finends were not to affect to know more than that told them ; as 
it is impolite to recognize a person who affects a disguise. 

TO 

THE UNKNOWN AUTHOR 

OF THIS EXCELLEKT POEM. 

Take it as earnest of a faith renew'd, 

Toor theme is vast, your verse divinely good. 

Where, though the Nine their beauteous stroaks repeat. 

And the turn d lines on golden anvils beat. 

It looks as if they strook diem at a heat. 

So all serenely great, so just refined. 

Like angels love to humane seed endined. 

It starts a giant, and exalts the kind. 

Tis fljnrit seen, whose fiery atoms roul. 

So bristly fierce, each syllable's a soul. 

Tis mmiature of man, but he's all heart ; 

Tk what the world would be, but wants the art ; 

To whom even the Phanatics altars raise. 

Bow in their own despite, and grin your praise. 
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As if a Milton from the dfad aroie> 
Filed off the nist, and the right party chose. 
Nor, Sir^ be nhodc'd at what the gloomy say^ 
Turn not your feet too inward^ nor too splay. 
'Tia gracious all* and great; push on your theme^ 
Lean your grieved head on David's diadem. 
DavicC that rttbel Israel's envy moved, 
David, by God and all good men beloved. 

The beauties of your Absalom excel ; 
But more the charms of charming Annabel^ 
Of Annabel, than May's first mom more bright, 
ChearfUl as summer's noon, and chaste as winter's night ; 
Of Annabel the muses' dearest theme. 
Of Annabel the angel of my dream. 
Thus let a. broken eloquence attend. 
And to your masterpiece these shadoi¥B send. 



TO 

THE UNKNOWN AUTHOR 

OF THIS ADMIBABLS POEM. 

I thonghti'^forgive my sin^-^the boasted fire 

Of poets' souls cud long ago expire ; 

Of lolly or of madness did accuse 

The wretch that thought himself possest with muse ; 

Lau^'d at the God unthin, that aid inspire 

Witn more than human thoughts the tuneM quire ; 

But sure 'tis m<»re than fkncy, or the dream 

Of rhimers slumbering by the muses' stream. 

Some livelier spark of heaven, and more refin'd 

From earthly dross, |Qls the great poet's mind. 

Witness ^ese mighty and immortal lines. 

Through each of which th' informing genius shines. 

Scarce a diviner flame inspired the king. 

Of whom thy muse does so sublimely sing. 

Not David's self could in a nobler verse 

His gloriously offending son rehearse. 

Though in his breast the iMPophet's fury met 

The father's fondness, ana the poet's wit. 

Here all consent in wonder and in praise. 
And to the unknown poet altars raise. 
Which thou must needs accept with equal joy. 
As when JEneas heard the wars of Troy, 
Wrapt up himself in darkness and unseen, 
£xtoird with wonder by the Tyrian Queen. 
Sure thou already art secure of fame. 
Nor want'st new glories to exalt thy name ; 
What father else would have refused to own 
So great a son as god«lilce Absalen? R. D. 
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TO 

THE CONCEALED AUTHOR 

OF THIS INCOMPARABLE POEM. 

Hail, heaven-bom muse ! hail, every sacred page ! 
The glory of our isle and of our age. 
The inspiring sun to Albion draws more nigh. 
The north at length teems with a work to vie 
With Homer's flame and Virgil's majesty. 
While Pindus lofty heights our ^poet sought, 

iHis ravisht mind with vast ideas fVaught,) 
(ur language foil'd beneath his rising Uiought ; 
This checks not his attempt, for Maro's mines 
He drains of all their flold t* adorn his lines ; 
Through eadi of which the Mantuan Genius shines. 
The rock ob^d the powerful Hebrew guide. 
Her flinty Mast dissolved into a tide ; 
Hius on our stubborn language he prevails, 
And makes ihe Hdicon in wmch he sails. 
Hie dialect, as well as sense, invents, 
And, widi his poem, a new speech presents. 
Hail, then, thou matehlees bard, thou great unknomn. 
That give your country fune, yet shun your own I 
In vain — for every where your pndae you fli]d> 
And not to meet it, you must shun mankind. 
Your loyal theme each loyal reader drawsi. 
And even the flictious give your verse applause. 
Whose lightning strikes to ground their idol causes 
The cause for mose dear suce they drank a flood 
Of dvil gore, nor spared the royal-blood : 
The cause whose growth to crush, our nreUtes wrote 
In vain, ahnost in vain o«r heroes fougnt. 
Yet by one stab of your keen satire dies ; 
JJeiore your sacred nnes their watter d Di^or lies. 

Oh ! If unworthy we appear to know 
The sii», to whom this lovely birth we owe ; 
Denyed our ready homage to express. 
And can at best but thankfiill be by guess ; 
This hope remains, — ^May David's god-like mind, 

iFor him 'twas wrote^ the unknown author find ; 
Lnd, having found, snower equal favours down. 
On wit so vast as could oblige a crown. N. T. 

me scribbler of the day, also, thinking Dryden's meaning 
nffidently clear, wrote " AbsaJon's six worthies, or a key to 
i book, or poem, entitled AB, and AC>" marked by Mr Lut- 
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> 



treU, as bought, 10 March^ 1682-3- It concludes with the fol- 
lowing address* 



TO THE 

AUTHOR OF THAT INCOMPARABLE POEM 

ABOVE MENTIONED.^ 

Homer, amazed, resigns the hill to you. 
And stands i' the crowd, amidst the panting crew : 
Vireil and Horace dare not shew theur &ce. 
And long admired Juv'nal quits his place ; 
For this one mighty poem hath done more 
Than all those poets could have done hefore. 
Satyr, or statesman, poet, or diyine. 
Thou any thing, thou every thing that's fine. 
Thy lines will make yoimff Absalon relent ; 
And, though 'tis haro^ Achitophel repent ; 
And stop— as thou hast done— 
Thus once thy rival muse, on Cooper's hill. 
With the true story would not Fatme* IdlL 
No politics exclude repentance quite ; 
Despair makes rebels obstinately fight ; 
'Tis well when errors do for mercy call ; 
Unbloody conquests are the best of all. 

Methinks I see a numerous mixed crowd 
Of seduced patriots crying out aloud 
For grace, to royal David. He, with tears, . 
Holds forth his sceptre, to prevent their fears^ 
And bids them welcome to his tender breast : 
Thus may the people, thus the king be blest. 
Then tunes his harp, thy praises to rehearse, . 
Who owes his son and subjects to thy verse. ^ 



* A character in Sir John Denham*8 Sophy. 
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Ln pious times, ere priestcraft did begin, 

before polygamy was made a sin ; 

i^hen man on many multiplied his kind, 

Sre one to one was cursedly confined ; 

^Vlien nature prompted, and no law denied, 

Promiscuous use of concubine and bride ; 

Then Israel's monarch * after heaven's own heart, 

iis Vigorous warmth did variously impart 

To wives and slaves ; and, wide as his command, 

Jcatter'd his Maker's image through the land. 

tf ichal, of royal blood, the crown did wear,f 

l^soil ungrateful to the tiller's care. 

STot so the rest ; for several mothers bore 

To god-like David several sons before. 

3ut dnee like slaves his bed they did ascend, 

ffo true succession could their seed attend. 

>f all the if numerous progeny was none 

Jo beautiful, so brave, as Absalon ; § 



m 

* Charles II. See Nbte L t Queen Catherine. See Note XL 
t First edit #Am. § Duke of Monmouth. See Note III. 
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Whether inspired by * by some diviner lust. 
His father got him with a greater gust ; 
Or that his conscious destiny made way, 
By manly beauty, to imperial sway. 
Early in foreign fields he won renown. 
With kin^s and states, allied to Israel's crown ; 
In peace the thoughts of war he could remove. 
And seem'd as he were only bom for love, 
Whate'er he did, was done with so much ease. 
In him alone 'twas natural to please ; 
His motions aU acootnpanied with grace. 
And paradise was open'd in his face. 
With secret joy, indulgent David view'd 
His youthful image in bis son renew'd ; 
To all his wishes nothing he denied. 
And made the charming Annabel his bride.f 
What faults he had, — for who from faults is free ? 
His father could not, or he would not, see. 
Some warm excesses, which the l^w forbore^ 
Were construed youth that pjirged by boiling o'er ; 
And Amnon's murder, by a specious name^ 
Was call'd a just revenge for injured fame. J 
Thus praised and loved, the noble youth remiain^di 
While David undisturb'd in Sion reign'd. 
But life can never be sincerely blest ; 
Heaven punishes the bad, and proves the best. 
The Jews, a headstrong, moody, murmuring race* 
As ever tried the extent and stretch of grace ; 
Good's pamper'd people, whom, debauch'd with ease^ 
No king could govern, nor no God could pleiase ; 
Gods they had tried of every shape and size. 
That godsmiths could produce, or priests devise ; 



* First edit. with. 

t Duchesa of Buccleuch and Monmiiutfa. See Note IV. 

t Note V. 
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These Adam wits, too fortunately free, 
B^an to dream they wanted liberty. 
And when no rule, no precedent was found, 
Of men, by laws less eircumscrilbed and bound, 
They led their wild desires to woods and caves. 
And thought that all but savages were slaves. 
They who, when Saul* was dead, without a Wow, 
Made foolish Ishboshethf the crown forego ; 
Who banished David t did from Hebron^ bring. 
And with a general shout prodaim'd him king ; 
Those very Jews, who at their very best. 
Their humour more than loyalty exprest^ 
Now wonder'd why so long they had obey'd 
An idol monarch, which their hands had made ; 
Thought they might ruin him they could create. 
Or melt him to that golden calf, — a state. 
But these were random bolts ; no form'd design. 
Nor interest made the factious crowd to join. 
The sober part of Israel, free from stain. 
Well knew the value of a peaceful reign ; 
And, looking backward with a wise affright. 
Saw seams of wounds dishonest to the sight ; 
III contemplation of whose ugly scars, 
Thcgr curst the memory of civil wars. 
The moderate sort of men, thus qualified. 
Inclined the balance to the better side ; 
And David's mildness managed it so well. 
The bad found no occasion to rebel. 
But when to sin our biass'd nature leans, 
The careful devil is still at hand with means. 
And providently pimps for ill desires ; 
The good old cause, revived, a plot requires. 
Plots, true or false, are necessary things. 
To raise up commonwealths, and ruin kings. 



* Cromwell. t Richard Cromwell. % Charles II. 

{ Here, Flanders or Holland ; afterwards Scotland. 
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The inhabitants of old Jerusalem ♦ 
Were Jebusites ;f the town so call'd from them ; 
And theirs the native right. - 
But when the chosen people grew more strong. 
The rightful cause at length became the wrong ; 
And every loss the men of Jebus bore, 
They still were thought God's enemies the more. 
Thus worn or:|: weakened, well or ill content. 
Submit they must to David's government ; 
Impoverish'd and deprived of all command. 
Their taxes doubled as they lost their land ; 
And, what was harder yet to flesh and blood. 
Their gods disgraced, and burnt like common wood. 
This set the heathen priesthood in a flame ; 
For priests of all religions are the same. 
Of whatsoe'er descent their godhead be. 
Stock, stone, or other homely pedigree. 
In his defence his servants are as bold. 
As if he had been bom of beaten gold. 
The Jewish rabbins, though their enemies. 
In this conclude them honest men and wise ; 
For 'twas their duty, all the learned think. 
To espouse his cause, by whom they eat and diink. 
From hence began that Plot, the nation's curse. 
Bad in itself, but represented worse ;§ 
Raised in extremes, and in extremes decried ; 
With oaths affirm'd, with dying vows denied ; 
Not weigh'd nor winnow'd by the multitude. 
But swaUow'd in the mass, unchew'd and crude. 
Some truth there was, but dash'd and brew'd with 

lies. 
To please the fools, and puzzle all the wk;e. 



♦ London. + Roman Catholics. 

± First edit. and. i Note VI. 
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Succeeding times did equal foUy caU» 
Believing nothing, or believing aU. 
The Egyptian rites the Jebusites embraced. 
Where gods were recommended by their taste* 
Such savoury deities must needs be good. 
As served at once for worship and for food.* 
By force they could not introduce these gods,— 
For ten to cme in former days was odds, — 
So fraud was used, the sacrificer's trade ; 
F00I9 are more hard to conquer than persuade. 
Their busy teachers mingled with the Jews, 
And raked for converts even the court and stews ; 
Whidi Hebrew priests the more unkindly took. 
Because the fleece accompanies the flock. 
Some thought they God's anointed meant to slay 
By guns, invented since full many a day : 
Our author swears it not ; but who can know 
How far the devil and Jebusites may go ?f 
This plot, which fail'd for want of common sense. 
Had yet a deep and dangerous consequence ; 
For as, when raging fevers boil the blood. 
The standing lake soon floats into a flood. 
And every hostile humour, which before . . 
Slept quiet in its channels, bubbles o'er ; 
So several factions, from this first ferment. 
Work up to foam, and threat the government. 
Some by their friends, more by themselves thought 

wise. 
Opposed the power to which they could not rise ; 
Some had in courts been great, and, thrown from 

thence, 
Like fiends, were hardened in impenitence ; 
Some, by their monarch's fatal mercy, grown 
Frona pardon'd rebels kinsmen of the throne, 

* A sneer at the doctrine of transubstantiation, which our au- 
thor afterwards attempted to defend. f Note VI I. 

6 
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Were raised in power and public ofBce high ; 
Strong bands, if bands ungrateful men could tie. 

Of these the false Achitophel* was first ; 
A name to all succeeding ages curst : 
For close designs, and crooked counsels fit ; 
Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit ; 
Restless, unfix'd in principles and place ; 
In power unpleased, impatient of disgrace ; 
A fiery soul, which, working out its way. 
Fretted the pigmy body to decay, 
And o'er-inform'd the tenement of day. 
A daring pilot in extremity. 
Pleased with the danger, when the waves went high 
He sought the storms ; but for a calm unfit. 
Would steer too nigh the sands, to boast his wit 
Great wits are sure to madness near allied. 
And thin partitions do their bounds divide ; 
Else, why should he, with wealth and honour Uest, 
Refiise his age the needful hour^ of rest ? 
Punish a body which he could not please ; 
Bankrupt of life, yet prodigal of ease ? 
And all to leave what with his toil he won. 
To that unfeather'd two-legg'd thing, a son ;f 
Got, while his soul did huddled notions try ; 
And bom a shapeless lump, like anarchy. 
In friendship false, implacable in hate ; 
Resolved to ruin, or to rule the state. 
To compass this the triple bond he broke ; 
The pillars of the public safety shook ; 
And fitted Israel for a foreign yoke ; J 
Then, seized with fear, yet still affecting fame, 
Usurp'd a patriot's all atoning name.^ 

* Shaftesbury. See Note VI 11. f Note IX. J Note X. 
§ First edit. A patrmi*s. The next twelve lines were added af- 
ter the 6r8t edition. See Introduction. 
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So easy still it proves in factious times. 
With public z^ to cancel private crimes. 
How safe is treason, and how sacred ill, 
Where none can sin against the people^s will ? 
Where crowds can wink, and no oflPence be'known, 
Since in another's guilt they find their own ? 
Yet fame deserved no enemy can grudge ; 
The statesman we abhor, but praise the judge. 
In Israel's courts ne'er sat an Abethdin ♦ 
With more discerning eyes, or hands more clean, 
Unbribed, unsought, the wretched to redress ; 
Swift of dispatch, and easy of access. 
Oh ! had he been content to serve the crown, 
With virtue only proper to the gown ; 
Or had the rankness of the soil been freed 
From cockle, that oppressed the noble seed ; 
David for him his tuneful harp had strung. 
And Heaven had wanted one immortal song. 
But wild ambition loves to slide, not stand. 
And fortune's ice prefers to virtue's land. 
Achitophel, grown weary to possess 
A lawful fame, and lazy happiness, 
Disdain'd the golden fruit to gather free. 
And lent the crowd his arm to shake the tree. 
Now, manifest of crimes contrived long since. 
He stood at bold defiance with his prince ; 
Held up the buckler of the people's cause 
Agidnst the crown, and skulk'd behind the laws.f 
The wish'd occasion of the plot he takes ; 
Some circumstances finds, but more he makes ; 
By buzzing emissaries, fills the ears 
0£ listening crowds with jealousies and fears. 
Of arbitrary counsels brought to light. 
And proves the king himself a Jebusite. 
Weak arguments ! which yet, he knew full well. 
Were strong with people easy to rebel. 

• Note XI. t Note XII. 
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For, govem'd by the moon, the giddy Jews 

Tread the same track when she the prime renewsr; 

And once in twenty years, their scribes record. 

By natural instinct they change their lord. 

Achitophel still wants a chief, and none 

Was found so fit as warlike Absalon. 

Not that he wish'd his greatness to create. 

For politicians neither love nor hate ; 

But, for he knew his title not allow'd. 

Would keep him still depending on the crowd ; 

That kingly power, thus ebbing out, might be 

Drawn to the dregs of a democracy. 

Him he attempts with studied arts to please. 

And sheds his venom in such words as these. 

Auspicious prince ! at whose nativity 
Some royal planet ruled the southern sky ! 
Thy longing country's darling and desire ; 
Their cloudy pillar and their guardian fire ; 
Their second Moses, whose extended wand 
Divides * the seas, and shews the promised land ; 
Whose dawning day, in every distant age. 
Has exercised the sacred prophet's rage ; 
The people's prayer, the glad diviner s theme. 
The young men's vision, and the old men's dream ! 
Thee, Saviour, thee the nation's vows confess. 
And, never satisfied with seeing, bless ; 
Swift unbespoken pomps thy steps proclaim. 
And stammering babes are taught to lisp thy name. 
How long wilt thou the general joy detain. 
Starve and defraud the people of thy reign ; 
Content ingloriously to pass thy days. 
Like one of virtue's fools that feed on praise ; 
Till thy fresh glories, which now shine so bright, 
Grow stale, and tarnish with our daily sight ? 
Believe me, royal youth, thy fruit must be 

* First edit. Shuts up. 
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Or gather'd ripe, or rot upon the tree. 
Heaven has to all allotted, soon or late, 
Some lucky revolution of their fete ; 
Whose motions, if we watch and guide with skill, 
(For human good depends on human will,) 
Our fortune rolls as from a smooth descent^ 
And from the first impression takes the bent ; 
But, if unseized, she glides away like wind. 
And leaves repenting folly far behind. 
Now, now she meets you with a glorious prize. 
And spreads her locks before you as she &es. 
Had thus old David, from whose loins you spring. 
Not dared, when fortune call'd him, to be king. 
At Gath* an exile he might still remain. 
And heaven's anointing oil had been in vain. 
Let his successful youth your hopes engage ; 
But shun the example of declining age : 
Behold him setting in his western skies. 
The shadows lengthening as the vapours rise. 
He is not now, as when, on Jordan'sf sand. 
The joyful people throng'd to see him land. 
Covering the beach and blackening all the strand 
But, like the prince of angels, from his height 
Comes tumbling downward with diminish'd light ; 
Betray'd by one poor plot to public scorn. 
Our only blessing since his curst return ; 
Those heaps of people which one sheaf did bind. 
Blown off and scatter'd by a puff of wind. 
What strength can he to your designs oppose. 
Naked of friends, and round beset with foes ? 
If Pharaoh's t doubtful succour he should use, 
A fiwreign aid would more incense the Jews ; 




• The land of exile, more particularly Brussels, where Charles 
long resided. f Dover, 

f King of France. 
VOL. IX, V 
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Proud Egypt* would dissembled friendship bring; 
Foment the war, but not support the king : 
Nor would the royal party e'er unite 
With Pharoah*s arms, to assist the Jebusite ; 
Or, if they should, their interest soon would break, 
And with such odious aid make David weak. % 
All sorts of men, by my successful arts 
Abhorring kings, estrange their alter'd hearts 
From David's rule ; and 'tis their general cry. 
Religion, commonwealth, and liberty. 
If you, as champion of the public good. 
Add to their arms a chief of royal blood. 
What may not Israel hope, and what applause 
Might such a general gain by such a cause ? 
Not barren praise alone, that gaudy flower 
Fair only to the sight, but solid power ; 
And nobler is a limited command. 
Given by the love of all your native land. 
Than a successive title, long and dark. 
Drawn from the mouldy rolls of Noah's ark.f 
What cannot praise effect in mighty minds. 
When flattery sooths, and when ambition blinds ? 
Desire of power, on earth a vicious weed. 
Yet, sprung from high, is of celestial seed ; 
In God 'tis glory ; and when men aspire, 
'Tis but a spark too much of heavenly fire- 
The ambitious youth, too covetous of fame. 
Too full of angel's metal in his frame. 
Unwarily was led from virtue's ways, 
Made drunk with honour, and debauch'd*witb praise. 
Half loath, and half consenting to the ill,—-" 
For royal blood within him struggled still,— 
He thus replied, — And what pretence have I 
To take up arms for public liberty ? 



• France. f Note XIII. 
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My father governs with unquestioned rights 
The faith's defender, and mankind's delight ; 
Good, gracious, just, observant of the laws ; 
And heaven by wonders has espoused his cause. 
WTiom has he wronged in all his peaceful reign ? 
Who sues for justice to his throne in vain ? 
"What millions has he pardon'd of his foes. 
Whom just .revenge did to his wrath expose ? 
Mild, easy, humble, studious of our good. 
Inclined to mercy, and averse from blood. 
If mildness ill with stubborn Israel suit, 
His crime is Grod's beloved attribute. 
What could he gain his people to betray. 
Or change his right for arbitrary sway ? 
Let haughty Pharaoh curse with such a reign 
His fruitful Nile, and yoke a servile train. 
If David's rule Jerusalem displease. 
The dog-star heats their brains to this disease. 
Why then should I, encouraging the bad. 
Turn rebel, and run popularly mad ? 
Were he a tyrant, who by lawless might 
Oppress'd the Jews, and raised the Jebusite, 
Well might I mourn ; but tlature's holy bands 
Would curb my spirits, and restrain my hands : 
The people might assert their liberty ; 
But what was right in them were crime in me. 
His fivour leaves me nothing to require. 
Prevents my wishes, and out-runs desure. 
What more can I expect while David lives ? 
All but his kingly diadem he gives ; 
And that — ^Buttherehepaused; then sighing^said— 
Is justly destined for a worthier head ; 
For, when my Either from his toils shall rest. 
And late augment the number of the blest. 
His lawful issue shall the throne ascend. 
Or the collateral line, where that shall end. 
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llis brother, though oppressed with vulgar spite,* 

Yet dauntless, and secure of native right. 

Of every royal virtue stands possest ; 

Still dear to all the bravest and the best. 

His courage foes, his friends his truth proclaim ; 

His loyalty the king, the world his fame. 

His mercy even the offending crowd will find ; 

For sure he comes of a forgiving kind. 

Why should I then repine at heaven's decree. 

Which gives me no pretence to royalty ? 

Yet oh that fate, propitiously inclined, 

Had raised my birth, or had debased my mind ; 

To my large soul not all her treasure lent. 

And then betray'd it to a mean descent ! 

1 find, I find my mounting spirits bold. 

And I)avid^s part disdains my mother's mould. 

Why am I scanted by a niggard birth ? 

My soul disclaims the kindred of her earth ; 

And, made for empire, whispers me within. 

Desire of greatness is a god-like sin. 

Him staggering so, when hell's dire agent found. 
While fainting virtue scarce maintain'd her ground, 
He pours fresh forces in, and thus replies : 

The eternal God, supremely good and wise^ 
Imparts not these prodigious gifts in vain. 
What wonders are reserved to bless your reign ! 
Against your will your arguments have shown. 
Such virtues only given to guide a throne. 
Not that your father's mildness I contemn ; 
But manly force becomes the diadem. 
'Tis true, he grants the peo})le all they crave 
And more, perhaps, than subjects ought to have ; 
For lavish grants suppose a monarch tame. 
And more his goodness than his wit proclaim : 



* James Duke of York, whose exclusion, as a Catholic^ was 
warmly urged in the House of Commons. 
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t when should people strive their bonds to break, 
lot when kings are negligent, or weak ? 
t him give on till he can give no more, 
B thrifty sanhedrim shall keep him poor ; 
d every shekel, which he can receive, 
lU cost a limb of his prerogative. 
ply him with new plots shall be my care, 
plunge him deep in some expensive war ; 
lich when his treasure can no more supply, 
must, with the remains of kingship, buy. 
\ faithful friends, our jealousies and fears 

I Jebusites, and Pharaoh's pensioners ; 
lom when bur fury from his aid has torn, 

shall be naked left to public scorn. 
3 next successor, whom I fear and hate, 

arts have made obnoxious to the state ; 
m'd all his virtues to his overthrow, 
d gain'd our elders to pronounce a foe.* 
; right, for sums of necessary gold, 

II &st be pawn'd, and afterwards be sold ; 
1 time sh^ ever- wanting David draw, 
pass your doubtful title into law : 

lot; the people have a right supreme 
make their kings ; for kings are made for them. 
empire is no more than power in trust, 
uch^ when resumed, can be no longer just. 
ioession* for the general good design'd, 
its own wrong a nation cannot bind ; 
Itering that the people can relieve, 
fer one suffer than a nation grieve. 
5 Jews well know their power ; ere Saulf they 

chose, 
1 was their king, and God they durst depose. 



Note XIV. 

Tlie allusion is to the Republic, who acknowledged God 
e for their khig, but was dispossessed by Cromwell, here, as 
erljt called Saul. 
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Urge now your piety, your filial name, 

A rather*s right, and fear of future fame ; 

The public good, that universal call. 

To which even heaven submitted, answers all. 

Nor let his love enchant your generous mind \ 

'Tis nature's trick to propagate her kind. 

Our fond begetters, who would never die. 

Love but themselves in their posterity. 

Or let his kindness by the effects be tried. 

Or let him lay his yain pretence aside. 

God said, he loved your father ; could he bring 

A better proof, than to anoint him king ? 

It surely shew'd he loved the shepherd weU^ 

Who gave so fair a flock as Israel. 

Would David have you thought his darling son ? 

What means he then to alienate the crown ? 

The name of godly he may blush to bear; 

Is't* after God's own heart to cheat his heh* ? 

He to his brother gives supreme command. 

To you a legacy of barren land ; 

Perhaps the old harp, on which he thrums his lays, 

Or some dull Hebrew ballad in your praise. 

Then the next heir, a prince severe and wise^ 

Already looks on you with jealous eyes ;f 

Sees through the thin disguises of your arts. 

And marks your progress in the people's hearts ; 

Though now his mighty soul its grief contains. 

He meditates revenge, who least complains ; 

And like a lion, slumbering in the way. 

Or sleep dissembling, while he waits His prey. 

His fearless foes within his distance draws. 

Constrains his roaring, and contracts his paws ; 

'Till, at the last, his time for fury found. 

He shoots with sudden vengeance from the ground; 



# First edit. 'Tis. f Note XV. 
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The prostrate vulgar passes o'er and spares. 
But with a lordly rage his hunters tears. 
Your case no tame expedients will afford ; 
Resolve on death, or conquest by the sword. 
Which for no less a stake than life you draw ; 
And self-defence is nature's eldest law. 
Leave the warm. people no considering time ; 
For then rebellion may be thought a crime. 
Avail * yourself of what occasion gives. 
But try your title while your father lives ; 
And that your arms may have a fair pretence, 
Proclaim you take them in the king's defence ; 
Whose sacred life each minute would expose 
To plots, from seeming friends, and secret foes. 
And who can sound the depth of David's soul ?f 
Perhaps his fear his kindness may controul. 
He fears his brother, though he loves his son, 
For plighted vows too late to be undone. 
If so, by force he wishes to be gain'd ; 
Like women*s lechery to seem constrain'd. 
Doubt not ; but, when he most affects the frown. 
Commit a pleasing rape upon the crown. 
Secure his person to secure your cause ; 
Th^, who possess the prince, poiSsess the laws. 

He said^ and this advice, above the rest. 
With Absalom's mild nature suited best ; 
Unblamed of life, ambition set aside. 
Not stain'd with cruelty, nor puft with pride. 
How happy had he been, if destiny 
Had higher placed his birth, or not so high ! 
His kingly virtues might have claim'd a throne. 
And blest all other countries but his own ; 
But charming greatness since so few refuse, 
•Tis juster to lament him than accuse. 



• First edit. PrevaU. f Note XVL 
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Strong were Jiis hopes a rival to remove. 
With blandishments to gain the public love ; 
To head the faction while their zeal was hot. 
And popularly prosecute the plot. 
To further this, Achitophel unites 
The malcontents of all the Israelites ; 
Whose differing parties he could wisely join. 
For several ends, to serve the same design. 
The best, — ^and of the princes some were such, — 
Who thought the power of monarchy too much ; 
Mistaken men, and patriots in their hearts ; 
Not wicked, but seduced by impious arts. 
By these the springs of property were bent. 
And wound so high, they crack'd the government. 
The next for interest sought to embroil the state. 
To sell their duty at a dearer rate. 
And make their Jewish markets of the throne ; 
Pretending public good, to serve their own. 
Others thought kings an useless heavy load. 
Who cost too much, and did too little good. 
These were for laying honest David by. 
On principles of pure good husbandry.* 
With them join'd all the haranguers of the throng, 
That thought to get preferment by the tongue. 
Who follow next a double danger bring, 
Not only hating David, but the king ; 
The Solyma^an rout ; well versed, of old. 
In godly faction, and in treason bold ; 
Cow'ring and quaking at a conqueror's sword. 
But lofty to a lawful prince restored ; 
Saw with disdain an Ethnic plot begun. 
And scorn'd by Jebusites to be outdone. 



* A thrifty and frugal doctrine, not forgotten by the re- 
formers of our own day. 



ABSJJLOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 233 

Hot Levites * headed these ; who, puU'd before 
From the ark, which in the judges' days they bore,f 
Resumed their cant, and, with a zealous cry, 
Pursued their old beloved theocracy ; 
Where sanhedrim and priest enslaved the nation. 
And justified their spoils by inspiration. 
For who so fit to reign as Aaron's race. 
If once dominion they could found in grace ? 
* These led the pack ; though not of surest scent. 
Yet deepest mouth'd against the government. 
A numerous host of dreaming saints succeed. 
Of the true old enthusiastic breed ; 
'Gainst form and order they their power employ. 
Nothing to build, and all things to destroy. 
But far more numerous was the herd of such. 
Who think too little, and who talk too much. 
These out of mere instinct, they knew not why. 
Adored their fathers' God, and property ; 
And, by the same blind benefit of fate, 
The devil and the Jebusite did hate ; 
Bom to be saved, even in their own despite. 
Because they could not help believing right. 
Such were the tools ; but a whole Hydra more 
Remains of sprouting heads too long to score. 
Some of their chiefs were princes of the land : 
In the first rank of these did Zimri J stand ; 
A man so various, that he seem'd to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome ; 
Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong) 
Was every thing by starts, and nothing long ; 
Butp in the course of one revolving moon. 
Was chemist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon ; 



• Note XVII. 

'f The diMenting dergymen^ expeUed by the Act of Confor- 
mity. 

t The Duke of Bucluogham. See Note XVIIL 




SS4 ABSALOM AND ACfilTOPHEL. 

Then all for women, painting, rh3rinin^, dnnking, 

Besides ten thousand freaks that died in thinking. 

Blest madman, who could every hour employ. 

With something new to wish, or to enjoy ! 

Railing and praising were his usual themes ; 

And TOth, to shew his judgment, in extremes ; 

So over violent, or over civil. 

That every man with him was Grod or devil. 

In squandering wealth was his peculiar art ; 

Nothing went unrewarded but desert. 

~ -^d by fools, whom still he found too late ; 

lad his jest, and they had his estate. 
He laugh'd himself from court ; then sought relief 
By forming parties, but<M)uld ne*er be chief; 
For, spite of him, the weight of business fell 
On Absalom, and wise Achitophel ; 
Thus, wicked but in will, of means bereft. 
He left not faction, but of that was left. 

Titles and names 'twere tedious to rehearse 
Of lords^ below the dignity of verse. 
Wits, warriors, commonwealths-men, were the best ; 
Kind husbands, and mere nobles, all the rest. 
And therefore, in the name of dulness, be 
The well- hung Balaam and cold Caleb free ; 
And canting Nadab let oblivion damn,* 
Who made new porridge for the paschal lamb. 
Let friendship's holy band some names assure ; 
Some their own worth, and some let scorn secure. 
Nor shall the rascal rabble here have place. 
Whom kings no titles gave, and Grod no grace : 
Not bull-faced Jonas,t who could statutes draw 
To mean rebellion, and make treason law. 



^ Balaam^ the Earl of Huntingdon; Caleb, Lord Gray of Wark; 
Nadab, Lord Howard of Esrick. Note XIX^ XX. X^L 
f Sir William Jones. See Note XXI L 
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But he, though bad, is followed by a worse, . 
The wretch, who heaven's anointed dared to curse ; 
Shimei,* — whose youth did early promise bring 
Of zeal to God, and hatred to his king, — 
Did wisely from expensive sins refrain. 
And never broke the sabbath but for gain : 
Nor ever was he known an oath to vent. 
Or curse, unless against a government. 
Thus heaping wealth, by the most ready way 
Among the Jews, whicn was — ^to cheat and pray ; 
The city, to reward his pious hate 
Against his master, chose him magistrate. 
His hand a vase of justice did uphold ; 
His neck was loaded with a chain of gold. 
During his office treason was no crime ; 
The sons of Belial had a glorious time : 
For Shimei, though not prodigal of pelf. 
Yet loved his wicked neighbour as himself. 
When two or three were gathered to declaim 
Against the monarch of Jerusalem, 
Shimei was always in the midst of them : 
And, if they cursed the king when he was by. 
Would rather curse than break good company* 
If any durst his factious friends accuse. 
He packed a jury of dissenting Jews ;t 
Whose fellow-feeling in the godly cause 
Would free the suffering saint from human laws : 
For laws are only made to punish those 
Who serve the king, and to protect his foes. 
If any leisure time he had from power, — 
Because 'tis sin to misemploy an hour, — 
His business was, by writing, to persuade. 
That kings were useless, and a clog to trade : :|: 

* Slingsby Bethel, one of the Sheriffs of London. See Note 
^XIII. t Note XXIV. 

% He wrote « treatise on the Interest of Princes. 
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And, that his noble style he inight refine. 

No Rechabite more shunn'd the fumes of wine. 

Chaste were his cellars^ and his shrieval board 

The grossness of a city-feast abhorr'd. 

His cooks, with long disuse, their trade forgot ; 

Cool was his kitchen, though his brains were hot 

Such frugal virtue malice may accuse ; 

But sure 'twas necessary to the Jews : 

For towns, once burnt, such magistrates require. 

As dare not tempt God's providence by fire. 

With spiritual food he fed bis servants well. 

But free from flesh, that made the Jews rebel : 

And Moses' laws he held in more account, 

For forty days of fasting in the Mount. 

To speak the rest, (who better are forgot,) 

Would tire a well-breath'd witness of the plot. 

Yet Corah,* thou shalt from oblivion pass ; 

Erect thyself, thou monumental brass, 

High as the serpent of thy metal made. 

While nations stand secure beneath thy shade ! 

What though his birth were base, yet comets rise 

From earthy vapours, ere they shine in skieis. 

Prodigious actions may as well be done 

By weaver's issue, as by prince's son. 

This arch-attestor for the public good 

By that one deed ennobles all his blood. 

Who ever ask'd the witnesses high race. 

Whose oath with martyrdom did Stephen grace ? 

Ours was a Levite, and, as times went then. 

His tribe were God Almighty's gentlemen. 

Sunk were his eyes, his voice was harsh and loud if 

Sure signs he neither choleric was, nor proud : 

His long chin proved his wit ; his saint-like grace 

A church Vermillion, and a Moses' face. 

His memory, miraculously great, 

Could plots, exceeding man's belief^ repeat ; 

* Titus Gates. See Note XXV, f Note XXVI. 
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Which therefore cannot be accounted lies, 

For human wit could never such devise. 

Some future truths are mingled in his book ; 

But where the witness fail'd the prophet spoke : 

Some things like visionary flight appear ; 

The spirit caught him up, — the Lord knows where, 

And gave him his rabbinical degree. 

Unknown to foreign university.* 

His judgment yet his memory did excel ; 

Which pieced his wonderous evidence so well. 

And suited to the temper of the times. 

Then groaning under Jebusitic crimes. 

Let Israel's foes suspect his heavenly call. 

And rashly judge his writ apocryphal ; 

Our laws for such affronts have forfeits made ; 

He takes his life, who takes away his trade. 

Were I myself in witness Corah's place. 

The wretch who did me such a dire disgrace. 

Should whet my memory, though once forgot. 

To make him an appendix of my plot. 

His zeal to heaven made him his prince despise. 

And load his person with indignities. 

But zeal peculiar privilege affords. 

Indulging latitude to deeds and words : 

And Corah might for Agag'sf murder call. 

In terms as coarse as Samuel used to Saul. 

What others in his evidence did join, 

The best that could be had for love or coin, 

In Corah's own predicament will fall : 

For witness is a common name to all. 

Surrounded thus with friends of every sort. 
Deluded Absalom forsakes the court ; 



* Oates pretended to have taken his degree of doctor at Sa- 
lamanca. See Note XXVII. Also vol. VII. p. 164. 
t Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. See Note XXVIII.j 
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Impatient of high hopes, urged with renown^ 
And fired with near possession of a crown. 
The admiring crowd are dazzled with i^urpiise^ 
And on his goodly person feed their eyes. 
His joys conceal'd* he sets himself to show ; 
On each side bowing popularly low : 
His looks, his gestures, and his words he firames^ 
And with familiar ease repeats their names. 
Thus form'd by nature, fumish'd out with arts. 
He glides unfelt into their secret hearts. 
Then with a kind compassionating look^ 
And sighs, bespeaking pity ere he spoken 
Few words he said ; but easy those and fit. 
More slow than Hybla-drops, and far more sweet 

I mourn, my countrymen, your lost estate ; 
Though far unable to prevent your fate : 
Behold a banish'd noian, for your dear cause 
Exposed a prey to arbitrary laws ! 
Yet oh ! that I alone could be undone. 
Cut off from empire, and no more a son ! 
Now all your liberties a spoil are made ; 
Egypt and Tyrusf intercept your trade. 
And Jebusites your sacred rites invade. 
My father, — whom with reverence yet I name-— 
Charm'd into ease, is careless of his fame ; 
And, bribed with petty sums of foreign gold. 
Is grown in Bathsheba's embraces old ;t 
Exalts his enemies, his friends destroys. 
And all his power against himself employs. 
He gives, — and let him give,— -my right away : 
But why should he his own and yours betray ? 
He, only he, can make the nation bleed. 
And he alone from my revenge is freed. 



* First edit — Dissembled joy. t France and Holland* 
t Duchess of Portsmouth^ mistress to Charles IL 
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Take then, my tears, — ^with that he wiped his eyes,— 
'Tis all the aid my present power supplies 5 
!No court-informer can these arms accuse ; 
These arms may sons against their fathers use : 
And 'tis my wish, the next successor's reign 
May make no other Israelite complain. 

Youth, beauty, graceful action seldom fail } 
But common interest always will prevail ; 
And pity never ceases to be shown 
To him who makes the people's wrongs his own* 
The crowd, that still believe their kings oppress. 
With lifted hands their young Messiah bless : 
Who now begins his progress to ordain 
With chariots, horsemen, and a numerous train :^ 
From east to west his glories he displays. 
And, like the sun, the promised land surveys. 
Fame runs before him as the morning-star^ 
And shouts of joy salute him from afar ; 
Each house receives him as a guardian god, 
And consecrates the place of his abode. 
But hospitable treats did most commend 
Wise Issachar, his wealthy western friend.f 
This moving court, that caught the people's eyes, 
.Andseem'd but pomp, did other ends disguise : 
. Achitophel had form'd it, with intent 
To sound the depths, and fathom, where it went. 
The people's hearts, distinguish friends from foes. 
And try their strength before they came to blows. 
Yet all was colour'd with a smooth pretence 
Of specious love, and duty to their prince. 
Religion, and redress of grievances, 
(Two names that always cheat, and always please,) 
Are often mrged ; and good king David's me, 
Endanger'd by a brother and a wife4 



« Note XXIX. t Thomas Thynne, Esq. See Note XXX. 
t Note XXXI. . 
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Thus in a pageant-shew a plot is made ; 
And peace itself is war in masquerade. 
Oh foolish Israel ! never wam*d by ill ! 
Still the same bait^ and circumvented still ! 
Did ever men forsake their present ease. 
In midst of health imagine a disease. 
Take pains contingent mischiefs to foresee. 
Make heirs for monarchs, and for God decree ? 
What shall we think ? Can people give away. 
Both for themselves and sons, their native sway ? 
Then they are left defenceless to the sword 
Of each unbounded, arbitrary lord : 
And laws are vain, by which we right enjoy. 
If kings unquestion'd can those laws destroy. 
Yet if the crowd be judge of fit and just. 
And kings are only officers in trust. 
Then this resuming covenant was declared 
When kings were made, or is for ever barr'd. 
If those who gave the sceptre, could not tie. 
By their own deed, their own posterity. 
How then could Adam bind his future race ? 
How could his forfeit on mankind take place ? 
Or how could heavenly justice damn us all. 
Who ne'er consented to our father's fall ? 
Thenkingsare slaves to those whom they command, 
And tenants to their people's pleasure stand. 
Add, that the power, for property allow'd. 
Is mischievously seated in the crowd ; 
For who can be secure of private right. 
If sovereign sway may be dissolved by might ? 
Nor is the people's judgment always true : 
The most may err as grossly as the few ; 
And faultless kings run down by common cry. 
For vice, oppression, and for tyranny* 
What standard is there in a fickle rout. 
Which, flowing to the mark, runs faster ou£ ? 
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Nor only crowds, but Sanhedrims may be 

Infected with this public lunacy. 

And share the madness of rebellious times, 

, To murder monarchs for imagined crimes. 
If they may give and take whene'er they please. 
Not kings alone, the Godhead's images, 
But government itself, at length must fall 
To nature's state, where all have right to all. 
Yet, grant our lords, the People, kings can make. 
What prudent men a settled throne would shake ? 
For whatsoe'er their sufferings were before. 
That change they covet makes them suffer more. 
All other errors but disturb a state ; 
But innovation is the blow of tkte. 
If ancient fabrics nod, and threat to fall. 
To patch their flaws, and buttress up the wall. 
Thus far 'tis duty ; but here fix the mark ; 
For all beyond it is to touch the ark. 
To change foundations, cast the frame anew. 
Is work for rebels, who base ends pursue ; 

. At once divine and human laws controul. 
And mend the parts by ruin of the whole. 
The tampering world is subject to this curse. 
To physic their disease into a worse. 

Now what relief can righteous David bring ? 
How fatal 'tis to be too good a king ! 
Friends he has few, so high the madness grows ; 
Who dare be such must be the people's foes. 
Yet some there were, even in the worst of days ; 
Some let me name, and naming is to praise. 
In this short file Barzillai * first appears ; 
Barzillai, crown'd with honour and with years. 
Long since, the rising rebels he withstood 
In regions waste beyond the Jordan's flood :f 

• The Duke of Ormond. See Note XXXil. 
t In Ireland. 

TOL. IX. Q 
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Unfortunately brave to buoy the state ; 
But sinking underneath his mastar's fate : 
In exUe with his godHke prince he moum'd ; 
For him he suffered, and with him return'd. 
The court he practised, not the courtier's art : 
Large was his wealth, but larger was his heart. 
Which well the noblest objects knew to choose, 
The fighting warrior, and recording muse. 
His b^ could once a fruitful issue boast ; 
Now more than half a father's name is lost. 
His eldest hope, with every grace adom'd. 
By me, so heaven will have it, always moum^. 
And always honoured, snatch'd in manhood's prime 
By unequal fates, and providence's crime :♦ 
Yet not before the goal of honour won. 
All parts fulfiU'd of subject and of son ; 
Swin; was the race, but short the time to run, 
Oh narrow drde, but of power divine. 
Scanted in space, and perfect in thy line ! 
By sea, by land, thy matchless worth was known, 
Arms thy delight, and war was all thy own. 
Thy force infused the fainting Tyriansf prop'd. 
And haughty Pharaoh found his fortune stop'd. 
Oh ancient honour ! Oh unconquer'd hand. 
Whom foes unpunish'd never could withstand ! 
But Israel was unworthy of his name ;^: 
Short is the date of all immoderate fame.^ 
It looks as heaven our ruin had design'd. 
And durst not trust thy fortune and thy mind. 
Now, free from earth, thy disencumber'd soul 
Mounts up, and leaves behind the clouds and starry 
pole. 

* The Earl of Ossory. See Note XXXIII. 
f Alluding to Lord Ossory's services in the Dutch war against 
the French* 

X First edit, birth. 
§ First edit, worth. 
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From thence thy kindred legions may'st thou bring, 
To aid the guardian angel of thy king. 

Here stop, uiy muse; here cease thy painful flight ; 
'No pinions can pursue immortal height. 
Tell good Barzillai thou canst sing no more. 
And tell thy soul she should have fled before. 
Or fl^d she with his life, and lefl this verse 
To hang on her departed patron's hearse ? 
Now take thy steepy flight from heaven, and see 
If thou canst find on earth another he : 
Another he would be too hard to find ; 
See then whom thou canst see not far behind. 
Zodoc the priest,* whom,ishunning power and places 
His lowly mind advanced to David's grace. 
With him the Sagan f of Jerusalem, 
Of hospitable soul, and noble stem ; 
Him of the western dome,^: whose weighty sense 
Flows in fit words, and heavenly eloquence. 
The prophet's sons, by such example led. 
To learning and to loyalty were bred : 
For colleges on bounteous kings depend. 
And never rebel was to arts a fnend. 
To these succeed the pillars of the laws ; 
Who best can plead, and best can judge a cause. 
Next them a train of loyal peers ascend ; 
Sharp-judging Adriel,^ the muses' firiend. 
Himself a muse ; in Sanhedrim's debate, 
True to his prince, but not a slave of state : 
Whom David's love with honours did adorn, 
That fix>m his disobedient son were torn. 
Jotham, of piercing wit, and pregnant thought, || 
Endued by nature, and by learning taught. 
To move assemblies, who but only tried 
The worst a^while, then chose the better side. 



• Note XXXIV. t Note XXXV. J Note XXXVI, 
S Note XXXVII. II Note XXXVIII. 
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Nor chose alone, but tuni'd the balance too ; 
So much the weight of one brave man can do. 
Hushai, the friend of David in distress ; 
In public storms, of manly stedfastness ;* 
By foreign treaties he informed his youth. 
And join'd experience to his native truth. 
His frugal care supplied the wanting throne ; 
Frugal for that, but bounteous of his own. 
'Tis easy conduct when exchequers flow. 
But hard the task to manage well the low ; 
For sovereign power is too depress'd or high, 
When kings are forced to sell, or crowds to buy. 
Indulge one labour more, my weary muse. 
For Amiel ; who can Amiel's praise refuse ?f 
Of ancient race by birth, but nobler yet 
In his own worth, and without title great. 
The Sanhedrim long time as chief he ruled. 
Their reason guided, and their passion cooPd. 
So dexterous was he in the crown's defence. 
So form'd to speak a loyal nation's sense. 
That, as their band was Israel's tribes in small. 
So fit was he to represent them all. 
Now rasher charioteers the seat ascend, 
Whose loose careers his steady skill commend : 
They, like the unequal ruler of the day, 
Misguide the seasons, and mistake the way ; 
While he, withdrawn, at their rhad labours smiles, 
And safe enjoys the sabbath of his toils. • 

These were the chief; a small but faithful band 
Of worthies, in the breach who dared to stand, ■ 
And tempt the united fury of the land. 
With grief they view'd such powerful engines bent, 
To batter down the lawful government. 
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A numerous faction, with pretended frights. 
In Sanhedrims to plume the legal rights ; 
The true successor from the court removed ; 
The plot, by hireling witnesses, improved. 
These ills they saw, and, as their duty bound, 
They shew'd the king the danger of the wound ; 
T^at no concessions from the throne would please. 
But lenitives fomented the disease. 
That Absalom, ambitious of the crown. 
Was made the lui-e to draw the people down. 
That false Achitophel's pernicious hate 
Had turn'd the plot to ruin /church and state ; 
The council violent, the rabble worse ; 
That Shimei taught Jerusalem to curse. 

With all these loads of injuries opprest. 
And long revolving in his careful breast 
The event of things, at last his patience tired. 
Thus, from his royal throne, by heaven inspu'ed. 
The God-like David spoke ; with awful fear 
His train their Maker in their master hear,* 

Thus long have I, by native mercy sway'd. 
My wrongs dissembled, my revenge delay'd ; 
So willing to forgive the offending age ; 
So niuch the father did the king assuage. 
But now so far my clemency they slight. 
The offenders question my forgiving right. t 
That one was made for many, they contend ; 
. But 'tis to rule ; for that's a monarch's end. 
They call my tenderness of blood, my fear ; 
Though manly tempers can the longe3t bear. 
Yet since they will divert my native course, 
Tis time to shew I am not good by force. 
Those heap'd affronts, that haughty subjects bring, 
Are burdens for a camel, not a king. 
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Kings are the public pillars of the state, 
Bom to sustain and prop the nation's weight : 
If my young Sampson will pretend a call 
To shake the column, let him share the fall.* 
But oh, that yet he would repent and live ! 
How easy 'tis for parents to forgive ! 
With how few tears a pardon might be won 
From nature pleading for a darling son f 
Poor, pitied youth, by mv paternal care 
Baised up to all the height his frame could bear ! 
Had God ordain'd his fate for empire bom. 
He would have given his soul another turn : 
Gull'd with a patriot's name, whose modem sense 
Is one that would by law supplant his prince ; 
The people's brave, the politician's tool ; 
Never was patriot yet, but was a fooL 
Whence comes it, that religion and the laws 
Should more be Absalom's than David's cause ? 
His old instructor, ere he lost his place. 
Was never thought endued with so much grace. 
Gk)od heavens, how faction can a patriot paint ! 
My rebel ever proves my people's saint. 
Would they impose an heir upon the throne ? 
Let Sanhedrims be taught to give their own. 
A king's at least a part of government ; 
And mine as requisite as their consent. 
Without my leave a future king to chuse. 
Infers a right the present to depose. 
True, they petition me to approve their choice ; 
But Esau's hands suit ill with Jacob's voice. 
My pious subjects for my safety pray ; 
Which to secure, they take my power away. 
From plots and treasons heaven preserve my years, 
But save me most from my petitioners ! f 

* The four following lines were added after the first edition* 
See Introduction. t Note XLIII. 
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Unsatiate as the barren womb or grave ; 
God cannot grant so mueh as they can crave. 
What then is left, but with a jealous eye 
To guard the small remains of royalty ? 
The law shall still direct my peaceful sway. 
And the same law teach rebels to obey : 
Votes shall no more established power controul,*^ 
Such votes, as make a part exceed the whole. 
No groundless clamours shall my friends remove, 
Nor crowds have power to punish ere they prove ; 
Por gods and god-like kings their care express. 
Still to defend their servants in distress. 
Oh, that my power to saving were confined ! 
Why am I forced, like heaven, against my mind, 
To make examples of another kind ? 
Must I at length the sword of justice draw ? 
Oh curst effects of necessary law ! 
How ill my fear they by my mercy scan ! 
Beware the fiiry of a patient man. 
Law they require, let law then shew her face ; 
They could not be content to look on grace. 
Her hinder parts, but with a daring eye. 
To tempt the terror of her front, and die. 
Bv their own arts *tis righteously decreed. 
Those dire artificers of death shall bleed. 
Affainst themselves their witnesses shall swear,* 
Tul, viper-like, their mother-plot they tear ; 
And suck for nutriment that bloody gore. 
Which was their principle of life before. 
Their Belial with their Beelzebub will fight^ 
Thus on my foes, my foes shall do me rigli^i; 
Nor doubt the event ; for factious crowds engage, 
In their first onset, all their brutal rage. 
Then let them take an unresisted course ; 
^, and traverse, and delude their, force. 
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■ 

But when they stand all breathless, urge the fight, 
And rise upon them with redoubled might 
For lawful power is still superior found. 
When, long driven back, at length it stands the 
* ground. 
He said ; the Almighty, nodding, gave consent, 
And peals of thunder shook the firmament 
Henceforth a series of new time began. 
The mighty years in long procession ran ; 
Once more the godlike David was restored. 
And willing nations knew their lawfiil lord, 



t'* 
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Note I. 

Michaly of royal blood, the crown did wear, 
A soil ungrateful to the tiller's care.— P. 217. 

Queen Catherine of Portugal, the wife of Charles II., resembled 
i 4&ugbter of Saul in the circumstance mentioned in the text. ^ 
e was plain in her person, and consequently possessed little iur 
ence over her gallant husband. She was^ however, always 
lated by him with decent civility ; and, indeed, when persecuted 
tfie popular partv, experienced his warmest protection. Her 
^te^t fault was her being educated a Catholic ; her greatest 
ftfortupe, her bearing the kiu^ no children ; and her greatest 
blei an excessive love of dancmg. it might have occurred to 
) good people of those times, that loving a ball was not a capital 
9 even m a person whose figure excluded her from the hopes of 
icing it ; that a princess ot Portugal must be a Catholic, if she 
1 any religion at all ; and, finally, that to beai; children, it is 
cessary some one should take the trouble of getting them. But 
!8e obvious considerations did not prevent her being grossly 
jsed in the libels of the times,t and very nearly made a party 
Dr Titus Oates' Appendix to his Original Plot. 

' See a very scurrilous one, entitled. ** The Queen^s Ball,** in ihe StaU 
muf VoL 111. p. 74, beginning, 

Befonn, great queen, the errors of your youth. 
And hear a thing you never heard, callM Truth. 
Poor private balls content the Fairy Queen ; 
You must dance, and dance damnably, to be seen.] 
l*ll-natttred little goblin, and designM 
For nothing but to dance and vex marikind. 
What wiser Uiing could our great monarch do. 
Than root ambition out, by shewing you ^ 
You can the most aspiring thoughts pull down. 
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party could bestow. The prospect which now opened itself be- 
fore Monmouth was such as iiii^iit have turned the head of a maa 
of df epor political capacity. The heir apparent, his personal ene- 
my, had become the object of popular hatred to such a degree, 
that tlic bill, excluding liim from tlie succession^ seemed to have 
every chance of being carried through the House of Lords, as it 
had already passed the Commons. The rights of the Queen were 
not likely to interest any one; and it seems generally to have 
been believed, however unjustly as it proved, that Charles whs 
too fond of Monmouth, too jealous of his brother, and too little 
scrupulous of ways and means, to hesitate at declaring this fa^ 
vourite youth his legitimate successor. 

Under such favourable circumstances, it is no wonder that 
Monmouth gave way to the dictates of ambition : and while he 
probably conceived that he was only giving his father an oppor^ 
tunity to manifest his secret partiality, he became more and more 
deeply involved in the plots of Shaflesbury, whose bustling and 
intriguing spirit saw at once the use to be made of Monmouth's 
favour with the king, and popularity with the public From that 
time^ their union became close and inseparable ; even while Shaft- 
tesbury was yet a member of the king's administration. Their 
meetings were conducted with a secrecy and mystery which ar- 
gued their importance. According to Carte, they were held at 
Lord ShafVesbury's and Charleton's houses, both parties coming 
in private, and in hackney coaches. Some of Monmouth's par- 
tizans had even the boldness to assert the legitimacy of their pa^ 
tron, to prepare for his supplanting the Duke of York. When 
the insurrection of the Covenanters broke out in Scotland, Mon- 
mouth was employed against them^ a duty which he executed with 
fidelity and success. He completely defeated the insurgents in 
the battle of Bothwell Bridge, and returned to the court in ail 
the freshness of his laurels. This was in the year 1679, and Mon- 
mouth's good fortune had then attained its summit. He was be- 
loved by the people, general of all the forces both in England and 
Scotland ; London was at the devotion of Shaftesbury, the Duke 
of York banished to Brussels, and universally detested on account 
of his religion. At this important moment Charles fell ill of a 
fever at Windsor. Had he died, it is very probable that Mon- 
mouth would have found himself in a condition to agitate suc- 
cessfully a title to the crown. But either the king's attachment 
to the Catholic religion^ in the profession of which he finally died, 
or his sense of justice and hereditary right, occasioned an extra- 
ordinarv alteration of measures at this momentous crisis. The 
Duke of York was summoned from abroad, arrived at Windsor, 
and by his presence and activity at once resumed that ascendance 
over Charles, which his more stern genius had always possessed, 
and animated the sunken spirit of his own partizans. By a most 
fcudden and surprising revolution, York was restored to all h\i 
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who made the asaasmnation of the Kin^ and Duke of York the 
groundwork of their proposed insurrection. It ia equally certain, 
that, with Sidney and Russell, he engaged in plans of reforma- 
tion, or revolution, of that dubious description^ which might have 
turned out good or evil, according to their power of managing 
the machine they were about to set in motion | a power alnuMt 
always over-rated till the awful moment of experiment* Upon 
the discovery of these proceedings, Monmouth absconded^ Dot 

Senerously signified io Lord Russell his determination to surren- 
er himself, if it could serve his friend ; an offer which Rutsdl, 
with the same ^nerosity, positively rejected* 

Notwithstandmg the discovery, which m vol ved perhaps a charge 
of high treason, the king was so much convinced of Monmouth's 
innocence^ so far as the safety of his person was concerned, that 
the influence of Halifax^ who always strove to balance the power 
of the Duke of York by that of his nephew; procured him an op* 
portunity of being restored to the king's favour, fmr which too 
minister had little thanks from the heir of the crown* * Bat 
Monmouth, by an excess of imprudence, in which^ however, he 
displayed a noble spirit, forfeited the advantages he might have 
obtained at this crisis. Although he signed an acknowledgment 
of his guilt, in listening to counsels which could not be carried 
into effect, without a restraint on the king's person ; he would no(^ 
on reflection, authorise the publication of a declaration^ which 
must have had a fatal influence on the impending trial of his 
friends. He demanded it back, and received it ; but accompa* 
nied with an order to leave the kingdom. He obeyed^ and re* 
mained in honourable banishment in Holland, till after the ae« 
cession of James H. to the throne. There is room to believe, 
that Monmouth would never have disturbed his unde, had James 
not evinced a desire to follow him with vengeance even into his 
retreat. Wellwood has published a letter from him, in which he 
says, ambition is mortified within him, and expresses himself de- 
termined to live in retirement. But when the king insisted on 
the Prince of Orange driving him out of Holland, and proceed- 
ed to take measures to exclude him from Brussels, he appears to 
have become desperate. Even yet he prepared to retire to Swe- 
den, but he was surrounded by fugitives from England and Scot- 
land, who, as is always the case, represented the nation as agita- 
ted by their passions, and feeling for their individual oppression. 
Argyle, in particular, and the Scottish exiles, fired by the ag- 
gressions on their liberty and religion, anticipated a more warm 
support than they afterwards experienced. 

Monmouth, thus driven upon his fate, set sail with three 



* Sir John Bereby^s Memoirs, p. 170. 
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•hips } landed at Lyme with liardl^ an hundred followers ; and, 
audi was the magic of his popularity, soon found himself at the 
hMd of a considerable force. He baffled the Duke of Albemarle^ 
who attempted to coop him up at Lyme; and, advancing to 
TauntoUf took upon him &tally the title of King. At length he 
aurpriaed the Earl of Feversham, James's general, in his entrench^ 
meats near Bridgewater ; and the native stubborn valour of hia 
followers nearly proved too much for the discipline of the vete- 
raaa whom they attacked. The cowardice of Lord Grey,* who 
fled with the cavalry, led to a total defeat and much slaughter 
among Monmouth's forces. Still more fell a sacrifice to the bloody 
seal of the brutal JefiPeries. The Duke himself was taken in his 
flights and, depressed by fatigue and disappointment* shewed 
•ome mnptoms of weakness, inconsistent with his former charao* 
ter. He solicited his life by submissive letters to James, and» at 
lengthy obtained an interview with the king. But James forgot 
tha noble, though homely popular saying, 

A king's hcc 
Should give grace. 

With the natural sternness of his character, he only strove to 
extort from Monmouth a disavowal of his legitimacy, and a con* 
ftaaion of his accomplices* To the former the Duke submitted ; 
bnt, when urged to the latter, rose from the posture of supplica* 
lioQ, and retorted with dignity the reproaches of James* When 
ha returned to the Tower, he wrote a letter to the king, supposed 
to contain a secret, the revealing of which might have purchased 
liis life« This letter he entrusted to Captain Scott of Dumbar- 
toa's regiment, a descendant of the family of Harden, and, con<« 
aaqoent^, related to the Duchess of Monmouth. The famous 
Blood is said to have compelled Scott to deliver up the letter, 
aad carried it to Sunderland, who destroyed itf 

The Duke of Monmouth, finding all efibrts to procure a pardon 
iiiaffeotual» met death with great resolution. He smiled on the 



•8m Note XX. 

*f air John Dalrymjile pamtes this anecdote, VoL I. p. 187. 8va edit. The 
Editor hot often heard it mentioned by hia father* who was curious in historical 
utifaidei, and who gave it on the report of his grandfather, to whom Captain 
had told the atoiy. According to this kst authority, which the relationship 
n the parties renders probable, the intercepted letter contained some details 
ling the Prince of Orange's intrigues with Monmouth, and the duplicity 
of BtUidenaDd. It is more than probable, if that wise prince encouraged Moo- 
monch In hla enteiprizo, it oould only be with the purpoet of h«itening his de- 
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guards who surrounded the scaffold, and whom in his better doyv 
he liad coinnianded ; bowed to the populace, who expressed by 
sighs and tears their interest in his fate ; and submitted to his doom. 
His death was cruelly prolonged by the hesitation of the execu- 
tioner^ who, after several ineffectual strokes of the axe» threw it 
down^ and could scarcely be prevailed on to finish his bloody 
work. The execution took place on the 15th of July, 1685. 

It would be difficulty were it here necessary, to draw a cbarsc* 
ter of the unfortunate Duke of Monmouth* His qualities and ac- 
complishments were fitted for times more gentle than those ia 
which he lived, where he might be compared to a pleasure barge 
struggling against a hurricane. In gentler times, he had proted 
a successful leader in war ; and in peace, what the reviTer of tnk 
gedy has aptly styled, *^ An honoured courtly gentleman." Cmad 
BcuiL Act L Scene II. 

Note IV. 

And made the charming Annabel his bride.'^V. 218. 

Anne, Duchess of Buccleuch and Monmouth^ a lady of high 
spirit, great beauty, and unimpeachable honour. We have had 
repeated occasion to mention her in the course of these notes. 
She was reckoned the richest heiress in Europe; as, upon the death 
of her elder sister, Anne, Countess of Buccleuch^ wife of Walter 
Earl of Tarras^ she succeeded to the extensive land estate of that 
family. Charles made this advantageous match for his son, by the 
intervention of the young lady's mother, the Countess of Wemyn. 
The Duchess of Buccleuch was a distinguished protectress of 
poetical merit, and evinced her discriminating taste, by early se- 
lecting Dryden as the object of her patronage ; she cultivated the 
friendship of the Duke of York, and established an intimacy be* 
tween him and her husband, which paved the way for the ad* 
vancement of the latter.* When by an occasional rivalry they 
quarrelled, and became irreconcileable enemies, she still opposed 
her prudence to the precipitate counsels of Monmouth's worse 
advisers. It is probable her influence saved his life, by determi- 
ning him to make a timely confession, concerning all he knew of 
the Rye-house conspiracy, upon condition it was not to be used 
against his friends. When he imprudently retracted that confes- 
sion, her advice prevailed on him to offer a renewal of it.t Their 
last interview before the Duke*s execution, is thus narrated in a 
MS. now before me. 



• Sheffield Duke of Buckingham's Memoirs, p. 12. 

t Cartes* Life of the Duke of Ormond. Vol II. pp. 531. 533. 
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" His behaviour all the time was brave and unmoved, and^ 
even during the last conversation and farewell with his lady and 
cbildreny which was the mpyingest. scene in the wprldy.aifd which 
no bye standers ' cbilld see' without nieltiQJgi in teafs^ he did not 
shew the least coticeirndhek^. 'He dtelared beibre all the company^ 
how aiverBe the duchess had been to all his irregular courses/and 
thafclshe had .never been uneasy to him on ai\y ocd'asiori whatso- 
<svev^. but about women, and his failing of dutie to the late kin>g. 
And' Ihtt! she knew nothing of his last designe, not having heard 
froin himself a year before^ which was his own fault, and noe un- 
Idndness in her, because she knew not how to direct her letters 
to^hinu* In thkts he gave her the kyndest character that could 
be^ lUid begged her pardon of his many failings and offences to 
hor, and prayed her to continue her k3mdness and care to her 
poore children. At this expression she fell down on her knees^ 
with her eyes full of teares^ and begged him to pardon her if 
evipr die had done any thing to offend and displease him ; and 
embracing his knees^ fell into a swoon^ out of which they had 
much adoe to raise her up in a good while after. A little before^ 
his children were brought to him^ all crying about him ; but he 
aequitted himself of these last adewes with much composure, 
shewing nothing of weakness and unmanliness." — Account of the 
AeUohi and Behaviour of the Duke of Monmouth ^ from the time 
he. woe taken to his ExecutiotV^ in a letter ^ dated July \6, l685| 
MS* in the Duke of Bucdeuch's library. 

The Dqch'ess of Monmouth's turn of mind, and her aversion to 
her husband's political intrigues, lead me to imagine, that Dry- 
den sketched out her character under that of Marmoutiere lu 
'! The Duke of Guise ;" whose expostulations with her lover ap-> 
ply exactly to the situation of this noble pair. If the Duke of 
Monmouth entertained a causeless jealousy of the intimacy of 
York with his lady, as the Duke of Buckingham seems to hint,* 
something like an allusion to this circumstance may be traced in 
the suspicions of Guise, and vindication of MarmoUtiere.t 

The Duchess of Buccleuch and Monmouth survived the ca« 
iBBtrophe of her husband many years ; during which she was rer 
solute in asserting her right to be treated as a princess of the 
blood. She had two surviving sons by Monmouth ; one of whom 
carried on the line of Buccleuch, and the other was created Earl 
of Deloraine* She was married a second time, in 1688, to Lord 
Cornwallis, by whom she had two surviving daughters. The 
Duchess diedln 1732, in the eighty-first year of her life. Kin^ 
James made her Grace and her family a gift of all her original 
property, so &r as forfeited by the Duke of Monmouth's con- 
demnittion. 



• Memoirs, p. It. f VoL VU. p. 80. 
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NotcV. 

And ArnnxnCi murder ^ ly a tjiedaus namep 

Was caltd a just revenge Jbr injured fame*'^. 218. 

There is a libel among the State Poems^ relating to aome ob- 
scure fraj« in which the Duke of Monmouth and tome of hia bro<r 
then appear to hare been concerned. This wai probably one of 
the youthful ezcetses alluded to.* But Amnon a murder aeeiM 
to refer to Uie more noted assault upon Shr John Coventry, which 
the reader may take in the words of Andrew Marrell. 

" But an accident happened, which had like to have spoiled all. 
Sir John Coventry having moved (in the House of Commons) foT' 
an imposition on the play-houses. Sir John Berkenhead» to excoss 
them, said they had been of great service to the king. Upon whicfa^ 
Sir John Coventry desired that gentleman to explain ** whether 
he meant the men or women players ?"f Hereupon it is imagined, 
that the house adjourning from ^Tuesday, before, till Thursday 
afler Christmas day, on the very Tuesday night of the adjourn- 
ment, twenty-five of the Duke of Monmouth's troop, j: and some 
few foot, laid in wait from ten at night, till two in the moming, 
and as he returned from the Cock, where he supped, to his own 
houscy they threw him down, and with a knire cut' off dmslt 
all the end of his nose ; but company coming, made them ftsr- 
ful to finish it ; so they marched off. Sir Thomas Sands, liea* 
tenant of the troop, commanded the party, and Obrian, the Earl 
of Inchequin's son, was a principal actor. The court here* 
upon sometimes thought to carry it with a high hand, and 
question Sir John for liis words, and maintain the action ; some- 



* It is entided, " Oh the three Dukes killing the Beadle on Sunday mom- 
ing, February 26th 1670-1." The moral runs thus : 

See what mishaps dare even invade Whitehall ; 

This silly fellow's death puts off the baH ; 

And disappoints the Queen, poor little chuck, 

I warrant 'twould have danced it like a duck : 

The fiddlers voices entries all the sport ; 

And the gay show put off, where the brisk court 

Anticipates in rich subsidy coats. 

All that is got by mercenary votes ; 

Yet shall Whitehall, the innocent, the good. 

See these men dance all daub'd with lace and blood. 

•j- Alluding to the king's well known intrigue with Nell Gwyn. 
X The duke was then captain of the king's horse guurd& 
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times they flagged in their councils* Howevej^^ the king com- 
manded Sir Thomas Clarges, and Sir W. Pulteney, to release 
Wroth, and Lake, who were two of the actors, and taken. But 
the night before ^e house met they surrendered (to) him again. 
The house being but sullen the next day, the court did not op- 
pose adjouniing for some days longer, tUl it was filled. Then 
the honse yHtnt upon Coventry's business, and voted ^at th^< 
would go filpon nothing else whatever, till they had passed a bill^ 
aa tb^:didi £NrSands;rDbrian, Parry, and Reeves, to come in by 
the abritecnthiiif February^ or else to be condemned, and never 
to be pardoned, but by an express act jo£ parliament, and their 
tiames: therein inserted, for fear of being pardonied in some general' 
act ofgince. Farther, all such actions, for the future, on any num, 
fidongr.^without clergy ; and who shall- otherwise strike or wound. 
any parliament man, during his attendance, or going or ccnmng, 
impriaooment for a year, treble damages and incapacity. The bul'^ 
having in some few days been dispatched to the Lords, the house 
haa aincegone on in grand committee upon the first 800,000L bill, 
bat are not yet half way. But now the Lords, instead of the six« 
teentih of February, put twenty-five days after the king's royal as* 
aent, and: that roistered in their journal ; they disagree in several 
odier things,, but adhere in that first which is material So that, 
in this wed£, the houses will be in danger of splitting, without 
mndi wisdom or force. For, considering that Sir Thomas Sands 
waa the very person sent to Clarges and Pulteney,.that Obrian waa 
ooocealed in the Duke of Monmouth's lodgings, that Wroth ^nd 
Lake were bailed at sessions, by order from Mr Attorney, andy 
that all.persons and things are perfectly discovered, that act will 
not be passed without great consequence." — Letter from Andrew* 
Mmrfei, to William Romsden, in Marvel's Wbrksy Vol. L p. 415.' 
. Una aggression led to what, from the name of the sufferer,; is: 
called theX3ovent3ry Act, making cutting, and maiming the person, 
wdA intent to disfigure it, felon v without benefit of clergy. A ssk 
tfaioliMdlad on this subject, called the Haymarket Hectors, wa^ 
written by Andrew Marvel, which may be found in his world^ 
and, with some variations, in the third vol. of the State Poems, 
it haa very little wit, to atone for a great deal of grossnesd. 

NoteVL 

From hence began that Ploty the nation's curse; 
Bad in itself, but represented worse: 
Raised in extremes, and in cjctremes decried; 
With oaths affirm' d, with dying vows denied. — P. 220. 

The Papist Plot, like every criminal and mysterious transnc- 
tlouy wh^ accomplices alone can give evidence, is involved in 
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much mystery. It is well known, that the seal for making pro. 
selytes, with all its good and all its evil consequences, is deeply 
engraAed upon the Catholic faith. There can be no doubt^ from 
Coleman's correspondence, that there was in agitation » among 
the Catholics, a grand scheme to bring about the conversion m 
the British kingdoms to the Romish religion. Much seemed to 
&vour this in the reign of Charles IL The king^ though a la- 
titudinarian, was believed addicted to the religion of those coun- 
tries which had afforded him refuge in his adveraityy and die 
Duke of York was an open and sealous Papist From, the letters 
of his secretary Coleman^ it is obvious, that hopes were entnv 
tained of eradicating the great northern heresy ; and the lesl 
existence of intrigues carried on with this purpose, unfortunately 
gave a colour to the monstrous and absurd falsehoods wfaidi the 
witnesses of the Plot contrived to heap together. It is probable^ 
that Oates, by whom the affiur was first started, knew nothings 
but by vague report and surmise, of the real designs of the Roman 
Catholic party ; since he would otherwise have accommodated 
his story better to their obvious interests. The Catholics miglit 
gain much by the life of Charles ; but a plot to assassinate hun, 
would have been far from placing them an inch nearer tbdr 
point, even supposing them to escape the odium of so faorriUe 
a crime. The duke, it was true, was nearest in blood ; but hit 
succession to the throne, had the king been taken off by 4lioie 
of his sect, would have been a very difficult matter, since the 
very suspicion of such a catastrophe had nearly caused his ex- 
clusion. But when the faction involved the king also in the plo^ 
which Oates positively charges upon him in his last publication, 
and thereby renders him an accessory before the fact to an a^ 
tempt on his hwn life, the absurdity is fully completed. Even 
according to the statement of those who suppose that Charles had 
irritated the Roman Catholics, by preferring his ease and qoiet 
to their interest and his own religious feelings, his situation ap- 
pears ludicrously distressing. For, on the one hand, he incurred 
the hatred of those who called themselves the Protestant party, 
for his obstinacy in exposing himself to be murdered by the 
Papists ; and, on the other hand, he was to be assassinat^ by 
the Catholics, for not doing what, according to this supposition, 
he himself most wished to do. It would be far beyond our 
bounds, to notice the numberless gross absurdities to which Oates 
and the other witnesses deposed upon oath. It may appear al- 
most incredible, in the present day, how such extravagant fictions 
should be successfully palmed upon the deluded public ; but at; 
that time there was not the same ready communication by the 
press, which now allows opportunity to canvass an extraordinary 
charge as soon as it is brought forward. The public at hurgc haA 
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tio means of judging of state matters^ but from the bribed libeU 
len of faction, and the haranguers in coffee-houses^ who gave 
■what colour they pleased to tne public news of the day.* Be* 
ades, the Catholics had given a handle against themselves, by 
their own obscure intrigues ; and it was impossible to forget the 
desperate scheme of the Gunpowder Plot, by which they had 
resolved to cut off the heresy in the time of King James. The 
crime of the fathers was, in this case, visited on the children ; 
for no person probably would, or could, have believed in the 
Catholic Plot of 16? 8, had not the same religious sect meditated 
something equally desperate in 1606. It is true, the gunpowder 
conapiracy was proved by the most imexceptionable testimony ; 
and the plot in Charles's time rested on the oaths of a few boki- 
fiued villains, who contradicted both themselves and each other ; 
but still popular credulity was prepared to believe any thing 
4^artted on a sect, who had shewn themselves so devoted to their 
ndigious seal, and so little scrupulous about means to gratify it. 
Another main prop of the Catholic Plot was the mystery in which 
it was involved. If inconsistencies were pointed out, or impro- 
babilities urged, the answer was, that the discovery had not yet 
reached the bottom of the plot. Thus the disposition of the 
Vulgar to believe the atrocious and the marvellous, was height- 
ened by the stimulus of ungratified curiosity, and still impend- 
ing danger. " Every new witness," says North, ** that came in, 
made us start — now we shall come to the bottom* And so it 
continued from one witness to another, year after year, till at 
length it had no bottom but in the bottomless pit"t Thus, 
betwixt villainy and credulity, the spirits of the people were 
exasperated and kept afloat, till the blood-hounds of the Plot, 
like those formerly used in pursuit of mauraders,- had drenched 
their scent, and annihilated their powers of quest, in the best 
Uood in the kingdom. 

The unfortunate victims, whose lives were sworn away by Gates 
and his accomplices, died averring their innocence ; but the infu- 
riated people for some time gave little credit to this solemn excul- 



* The fint eflfeetual step token by the court to defend themself es against popu- 
lar damour, was in the ** Observator,** and other periodical or occasional publi- 
cackms of L^Estrange, which had a great effect on the public mind. But during 
the first damorous outcry afker the Popish Plot was storted, nothing of this kind 
was, or probably could be, attempted ; while, on the other hand, the press teemed 
with all manner of narratives of the plot, every one stuffed with more horrid m* 
cmilMicei than those which preceded it ; and the sale of which was no inconsi* 
dMible part of the recompence of the various witnesses by whom they were com- 
pflted, ■worn to, and published. 

^ Examewy p. 204. 
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pation ; believing that the religion of the criminals, or at least 
the injunctions of their priests, imposed on them the obligation of 
denying, with their last breath, whatever, if confessed, could have 
prejudiced the Catholic cause. As all high wrou^t frenzies are 
mcapable of duration, that of the Roman Catholic Plot decayed 
greatly after the execution of the venerable Stafford* The decient 
and manly sobriety of his demeanour on the scaffold, the recoUeo^ 
tion of how much blood had been spilled, and how much more 
might be poured out like water, excited the late and repentant 
commiseration of the multitude : His protestations of innocenoe 
were answered by broken exclamations of '' God bless yon, mjr 
lord ! we believe you." And after this last victim, the Popin 
Plot, like a serpent which had wasted its poison, though its 
wreaths entangled many, and its terrors held their sway over 
inore, did little effectual mischief. Even when long lifeless, iml 
extinguished, this chimera, £ir in the succeeding reigns, conti- 
nued, like the dragon slain by the Red-cross Knight, to be the 
object of popular tear, and the theme of credulous terrorists : 

Some fear'd, and fled ; Bome feaiM, and well it fain'd. 

One, that would wiser seem than all the rest, 
Wam*d him not touch ; for yet, perhapa, remained 

Some lingering life vrithin his hollow hreast ; 
Or, in his womb might furk some hidden nest 

Of many dragonettes, his fruitful seed ; 
Another said, that in his eyes did rest 

Yet sparkling fire, and bade thereof take heed ; 
Another said, he saw him move his eyes indeed. 

Note VII. 

Some thoushi they God's anointed meant to slay 
By guns, invented since full many a day, — P, 221. 

The author alludes to the wonderful project to assassinate the 
king by Pickering and Groves, to which Gates bore testimcny. 
Pickering, a man in easy circumstances, and whom religious wHl 
alone induced to murder his sovereign, was to have 30,000 masses ; 
and Groves, a more mercenary ruffian, was to be recompensed 
with a sum, which reckoning at a shilling a mass, should be an 
equivalent in money. But this scheme misgave, because, accord- 
ing to the evidence, the conscientious and opulent Mr Pickering 
had furnished himself for the exploit with an old pistol, the cock 
whereof was too loose to hold a flint. Another time they were 
to come to Windsor, to execute their bloody purpose with 
sword and dagger ; but could find no better conveyance than mi-* 
serable hack horses, one of which became lame, and disconcerted 
the expedition. Such at least was the apology made by Oates for 
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their not appearing, when a party were» upon his information^ 
aUtioned to apprehend them. 

Note VIII. 

OfthesCy the false Achitophel masjirsL — P. 222. 

Anthony^ Earl of Shaflesbury, one of the principal heroes of 
this poem^ was in the Tower when it was published^ and very 
soon after was served with a bill of. indictment for hi^ treason ; 
which was thrown out bjr the grand jury^ wfaoretumeid a verdict 
p£j£noramus. This gav^ rise to our au^or^s next poem, " The 
M<aal/' and in the notes is contained some account; of his lord- 
4tSp'9 life, to which the reader is referred for further information. 
We have already stated, that he was the counsellor of Monmouth^ 
and the very soul of his party. Nothing can be more exquisitely 
aatirical than the description which Dryden has here given (n 
tins fiunous statesman. 

.Note IX. 

And aU to leave what with his toil he won. 
To that unfeather'd,two-legg'd things a son ; 
G&t while nis soul did huddted notions tryy 
And bom a shapeless lump^ like anarchy, ^^V, %2Q. 

Anthony Ashley Cooper* second Earl of Shaftesbury, and son 
of the great statesman, whom Dryden has dubbed his Achito- 
pheL The contemptuous language used towards him, is said not 
to have reference to his outward appearance ; for the portraits 
which remain represent him as uncommonly handsome. Nay, so 
much was his personal beauty an object of his attention, that he 
is said to have hastened his decease by his solicitude to remove, 
by violent means, an excrescence which disfigured his face. But 
the authority, from which these circumstances are quoted, seems 
to admit that he was of a very insignificant character, at least not 
at all distinguished by mental abilities. Biographia Britannica, 
Vol. IV. p. 266. His want of capacity was a standing joke 
amon^ the Tories. In an ironical pamphlet called '* A modest 
Vindication of the Earl of Shaftesbury, m a letter to a friend con- 
cerning his being elected King of Poland," we have, among the 
list of his officers of the crown, " Prince Prettyman Perkinoski 
(f. €• Monmouth,) our adopted heir, because a little wiser than our 
own son, and designed to be offered to the diet as our successor." 

It often happens, that men are more jealous of their own, or 
thdr ancestors' reputation for talents, than for virtue. The third 
Earl of Shaftesbury, author of the " Characteristics," is said to 
have resented more deeply this occasional attack on his fiither*s 
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understanding, than the satire against his grandfkthefj in "which. 
Dryden has poured forth his whole energy. This passage is al- 
leged to have been the occasion of his mentioning Dryden dis- 
respectfully in several places of his works ; a revenge more dis- 
honourable to his lordship's taste than to the object of his spleen.* 

Note X. 

To compasg thist the triple bond he broke. 
The pillars ofihepubUe safety shook, 
Andjitted Israel for a foreign jfoibf— -P. 882. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury is allowed to have been a prindpsl 
adviser of the Dutch war m 1672 ; by which the triple alliance 
between England, Sweden, and Holland, the chef dceuvre of Sir 
William Temple's negociation, by which France and Spain were 
forced into the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, was for ever broken. It 
was he, who applied to Holland the famous saying, Delenda est 
Carthago ; and who, with all his wit and eloquence, fmthiered a 
closer connection with France, to the destruction of our natural 
ally. But when the success of the Dutch war was inferior to the 
expectations of this ardent statesman, when he found himself 
rivalled by Clifford and others in the favour of Charles, and when 
he perceived that the king, to preserve his quiet, would not he* 
sitate to sacrifice an obnoxious minister, he chose to make what 
some of his biographers have called a short turn ; and, by going 
over to the popular party, to escape the odium attached to the 
measures he had himself recommended. 

Note XL 

In Israels courts n^cr sat an Ahethdin 
With more discerning eyes, or hands more clean ; 
Unbribed, unsought, the wretched to redress, 
Swjfi of dispatch, and easy of access. — P. 223. 

In 1672, the seals were given to the Earl of Shaftesbury, on 
the resignation of the Lord-Keeper, Sir Orlando Bridgeman; 
and he was invested with the office of Lord High ChanceUor. In 
the judicial part of his duty, he appears to have merited the ea* 
logium so elegantly expressed in the text. One of his biogra- 
phers uses the following strong expressions : '^ With what pru- 



• Thus, to instance the " pedantic manner, vanity, defiance of criticisn], rho- 
domontade and poetical bravado'* of modem poets, he gives some extracts from 
the preface of ** Don Sebastian,*' and adds, ** who can af^er this say of the Re* 
hearsal author, that his picture of our poet was over charged ?*' — Mitccllany 5. 
Chap. 2. His lordship also glances repeatedly at Dryden in his Advice to an 
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dence and candour^ honour, and integrity, he acquitted himself 
in that great and weighty employment^ the transactions of the 
Court of Chancery, during the time of his chancellorship, will 
best testify. Justice, then, ran in an equal channel ; so that the 
cause of the rich was not suffered to swallow up the rights of the 
poor, nor was the strong or cunning oppressor permitted to de- 
vour the weak or unskilful opposer ; but the abused found relief 
suitable to their distress ; and those by whom they were abused, 
a severe reprehension, answerable to their crimes. The mischie- 
vous consequences, which commonly arise from the delays and 
other practice^of that court, were, by his ingenious and judi- 
dous management, very much abated, and every thin^ weighed 
and determined with such an exact judgment and equity, that it 
almost exceeds all possibility of belief."* Yet even in this high 
situation, Shaftesbury could not help displaying something of a 
temper more lively and freakish than was consistent with the 
gravity of his place. His dress was an odd mixture of the cour- 
tier and lawyer ; being an ash-coloured gown, silver laced, with 
pantaloons garnished with ribbons ; notning being black about 
nim, save, peradventure, his hat, which North, though he saw 
him, cannot positively afi&rm to have been so.t Besides, he oc- 
casioned much dismay and discomfiture upon the first day of the 
term, which succeeded his appointment, by obliging the judges, 
hiw officers, &c. who came, as usual, to attend the great seal to 
Westminster-hall, to make this solemn procession on horseback, 
according to ancient custom. As long as the cavalcade was in 
the open street, this did well enough ; but when they came to 
strait passJages and interruptions, '' for want of gravity in the 
beasts, and too much in the riders, there happened some curvet* 
ting, which made no small disorder. Judge Twisden, to his 
great affiight, and the consternation of his grave brethren, was 
hud all along in the dirt ; but all at length arrived safe, without 
loss of life or limb in the service." j: This whimsical fancy of set- 
ting grave judges on managed horses, with hazard both of da- 
mage and ridicule, to say nothing of bodily distress and terror, 
is a curious trait of the mercurial Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Note XII. 

And proves the king himself a Jebusite, — P. 223. 

As it wal pretty well understood that Charles was friendly to 
the Catholic religion, which indeed he had secretly embraced , no 



• Ralbioh*8 Redivivus, p. 53. 

-f N0KTH*8 Examen^ p. 60. % •'^^ P* ^'i* 
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puns were spared to point out this tendency to the people, who 
connected Trith the faith of Rome all the bugbear horrors of the 
Plot, as well as the real reasons which they had to dread its in- 
fluence. Drvden probably alludes to the language held by Col- 
ledge, which 'was that of his party* Smith depo^ against him, 
that, while he was carrying him to dine with one Alderman 
Willcox, he told him, " He was a man as true as steel, and a 
man that would endeavour to root out Popery/— -Says I, * That 
may be easily done, if you can but prevail with tne king, to 
pass the bill against the Duke of York.' — ' No, no/ said he, * now 
you are mistaken, for Rowley is as pjeat a Papist as the Duke of 
York is, (now he called the king, Rowley,) and every way as 
dangerous to the Protestant interest, as is too apparent by his ar- 
bitrary ruling." — State Trials, Vol. iii, p. S59. 

Note XIII. 

And nobler is a limited command, 

Given by the love of all your native land. 

Than a successive title, long and dark^ 

Drawn from the mouldy rms of Noah's art,— P. 226. 

The legitimacy of the Duke of Monmouth, though boldly and 
repeatedly asserted by his immediate partizans, did not receive 
general credit even in the popular faqtion. It was one of Shaf« 
tesbury's principal advantages, to have chosen, for the ostensible 
head of his party, a candidate, whose right, had he ever attain- 
ed the crown, must have fluctuated betwixt ah elective and he- 
reditary title. The consciousness of how much he was to depend 
upon Shaftesbury's arts, for stating and supporting so dubious 
a claim, obliged the duke to remain at the devotion of that in- 
triguing politician. It seems to have been shrewdly suspected 
by some of Monmouth's friends, that Shaftesbury had no real in** 
tention of serving his interest. A poem, written by one of Mon- 
mouth's followers, called ^' Judah Betrayed, or the Egyptian Plot 
turned on the Israelites," expresses their fears, and very plainly 
intimates this suspicion ; and the reader may bear with some bad 
poetry, to be convinced how iax this faction was from being firm- 
ly united together : 

For depth in politics, and statesman's brain. 
Draw Hushai * next, attended by a train 
Of peevish votaries, heert-sick with pride, 
Too numerous for an apostate guide ; 
The odious name of patriot he does own. 
And prophecies the downfall of a throne ; 



• Shaftesbury, 
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FomM in his aged fimcy^ lobbM of health* 
The strange idna of a Commonwealth, 
Then gaioi the proselyte dissenting Jews^ 
And arguments from liberty does use : 
So treason yeilM for liberty may go, 
And traitors* heads like royalists may show. 
All Jodah's people had united been. 
Had not he interposed, and s^t between ; 
David in's subjects love had hdd his reign. 
Had not he cut the fastening bond in twain, 
And fatal discord sown in sanhedrin. 
The much-lamented hasty Judah*s sin. 
When either fkction does produce their right 
To succession, they tacitly do slight 
The present king, and silent reasons bring 
That he is not, or should not be, a kiD|^ 
We heed not care ; for heaven ne'er wifl own 
Egyptian heir on Israelitish throne ; 
Nor will it e*er auspiciously defend 
Hjuuhai, that only strives for's private end. 
He wheedles Absalon with hopes of king. 
And glistering toys of crown does 'fore him fling ; 
Thiui4oes he sooth to overthrow a crown. 
And Absalon's th^ tool to beat it down ; 
And easy Absalon, by ^gentleness drawn, 
(Though he has courage paralleled by none^) 
The loss of crowns to come he now does dread. 
Can heaven place them on a nobler head ? 
So great a soul as his 'twill never own 
Shcmld rule on any thing beneath a throne ; 
Or e'er see Judah plagued or robb'd of hedth, 
By that unbounded t£ng a Commonwealth* 

Note XIV. 

The next successor, whom I fear and hate. 

My arts have made obnoxiatis to the state ; 

Tum'd all his virtues to his overtlirow, 

And gain' d our elders to pronounce a foe. — P. 229. 

In 167% when the antipathy to Popery had taken the deepest 
root in men'g minds^ the House of Commons passed a vote, ^* That 
the Duke of York's being a Papist) and the hopes of his coming to 
the crowni had given the highest countenance to the present con- 
spuacies and designs of the Papists^ against the king and the Pro- 
testant religion." Charles endeavoured to parry the obvious cop- 
aequenoes of this vote, by proposing to the council a set of limits- 
tionst which deprived his successor^ if a Catholic, of the chief 
bnnches <^ royalty. Shaftesbury, then president of the council, 
argued against this plan as totally ineffectual ; urging, that when 
the future king should find a parliament to his mind, jthe limita- 
tions might be as effectually taken off as ^ey could be imposed. 
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When the bill was brought in, for the total exdurion of the Duke' 
of York from the succession, Shaftesbury favoured it with all his 
influence. It passed the Lower House by a very large majority, 
but was rejected by the House of Lords^ where Halifax opposed it 
with very great ability. Shaftesbury, who had taken so decided a 
part against the Duke of York in his dearest ipteresta, was now ir^ 
reconcileable with him, and could only look for safety in hb ruin. 

Note XV- 

Till time shall ever^waniing DaM draw, 

To pass your doubtful title into Ian : 

If not, the people have a rigJU supreme 

To make their kings ; for kings are made for Mem.— P. S29# 

If we can believe the Honourable Roger North, Lord Shaftes- 
bury made a fair experiment, for the purpose of ascertainine 
whether Charles's love of ease and affection for Monmouth would 
induce him to consent to an alteration of the succession in hit 
favour, to the prejudice of the Duke of Yods. He quotes a 
pamphlet, called, '* The Earl of Shaftesburjr'B expedient to settle 
the nation, discoursed with his Majesty at Oxford^ 24 Mardi, 
1681," which gives the following account of the transaction; 
and, as it was published at the time, and remained uncontradict^ 
ed, either by Shaftesbury, or the king, probably contains some 
essential truth. The Earl of Shaftesbury having received, or pre* 
tended to receive, an unsigned letter, in a disguised hand, bustled 
away to court, " as hard," says the pamphleteer, '* as legs, stick, 
and man could carry him." When he arrived there, the Lord 
Chamberlain conceiving the Duke of Monmouth might be in the 
secret, applied to him to know what the great concern was. His 
grace answered, with an appearance of hesitation, that it was 
something relating to himself, in which, as in other affairs of his. 
Lord Shaftesbury took a deeper concern than he desired. Mean- 
while, Shaftesbury was introiluced to the audience he solicited 
with the king, and produced the letter, containing^ as he said, a 
plan for settling the interests of religion and state, which piroved 
to be a proposal for calling the Duke of Monmouth to the succes- 
sion. The king answered, he was surprised such a plan should be 
pressed upon him, after all the declarations he had made on the 
subject, and that, far from being more timorous, he became more 
resolute the nearer he approached his grave. Shaftesbury ex- 
pressing great horror at such an expression, the king assured him 
he was no less anxious for his own preservation, than those whe 
pretended to so much concern for the security of his person; and 
yet, that he would rather lay down his life, than alter the true 
succession of the crown, against both law and conscience* For 
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€tuLt, silid the earl^ let us alone ; we will make a law for it.> To 
which the king replied^ that, if sdch was his lordship's con- 
science, it was. not his ; and that he did not think e^ep his life of 
sufficient value to be preserved with the forfeitui^ of bis honour^ 
and essential injury to the laws of the land.^-iVbfi^AV Mxamen^ p. 
100, 123. 

Note XVI. 

Then the next heir, a prince Ufoere and wise, 
. Alreadff looks <my(mnnth jealoue eyes,/'-^. ^30. 

" Before James went to Flanders, hie had testified a jealousy of 
Moiimout^. *' The Duke of York, before he went abroad," says 
Gttte, -'* wa9-ooncemed to see that the king could observe his 
frequent whispers at court to the Lord Shaftesbury, without being 
moved of expressing his dislike of it, but was much more alarmed 
at hearingof their frequent and clandestine meetings^ without any 
^ dissatisfaction expressed by his majesty." p. 493. vol. II. 

Note XVII. 



The Sohfwuean rout 



Saw with disdain an Ethnic plot begun. 

And scorn'd by Jebusites to be outdone. — P. 232. 

: The royalists recriminated upon the popular party, the charge 
of plots and machinations against the government. There is no 
doubt that every engine was put in motion, to secure the mob of 
Ikmdan, " the-^olymsean rout"of Dryden> to Shaftesbury's party. 
Every one has heard of the 30,000 brisk boys, who were ready 
to foUow the wagging of his finger. The plots, and sham-plqjts, 
diarged by the parties against *each other, form a dismal picture 
of the depravity of the times. Settle thus ridicules the idea of 
Ae Protestant, or fanatical plot for seizing the king at Oxford. 

Thii helUah Btbnick plot the court alarms ; 
The traytors, seventy thousand strong, in arms, 
^e^r Sndor town laj ready at a call* 
■ ' And ({arrisou*d in airy castles all : 

' * These- warriors, on a sort of coursers rid, 
.. .Ke*er lodged in stables, or by man bestrid. • 

What though the steel, with which the rebels fought. 
No forge e*er felt, or anvil ever wrought ; 
Yet this magnetick plot for black designs. 
Can raise cold iron from the very mines; 
To this, were twenty uoder-plots contrived 
By malice, and by ignorance believed ; 
Till shams met Aams, and plots with plots so erost. 
That the true plot amongst the false was lost, 

Abtalom Settlor, 
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Note XVIIL 

In thejirst rank of these did Zimri ^ifands 

A man so various, that he seem'd to he 

Not one, but all mankimTs epitome.-^F» 238m 

This inimitable description refers, as is well known, to the £i- 
mous Creor^ Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, sou of the favourite 
of Charles L, who was murdered by Felton. The Restoration put 
into the hands of the most lively; mercurial, ambitious^ and licen- 
tious cehius, who ever lived, an estate of 20,000L a^year, to be 
squandered in every wild scheme which the lust of power^ o^j^ea- 
sure, of licence^ or of whim, qould dictate to an unrestrained una- 
ffination. Being refused the situation of President of the-Nortt^- 
he was suspected of having fovoured the disaffected in diat pait; 
of Englandt and was disgraced accordingly^^ But, in 16^ Im 
regained the favour of the king, and be^me a member of the. 
famous 9dn|inistration called the Cabal, which first led ChiuJes, 
into unpopular and arbitrary measures, and laid the foundation 
for the troubles of his future reign. Buckingham changed sides 
about 1675, and, becoming attached to the country party^ made 
a most active figure in all proceedings which had' relation to the 
Popish plot ; intrigued deeply with Shaftesbury, and distinguish- 
ed nimself as a promoter of the bill of exclusion. Hence, he stood 
an eminent mark for Dryden's satire ; which, we may believe, 
was not the less poignant, that the poet had sustained a personal 
afiront, from being depicted by his Grace under the character of 
Bayes in the Rehearsal. As Dryden owed the duke no favour, 
he has shewn him none. Yet, even here, the ridiculous, rather 
than the infamous part of his character, is touched upon ; and the 
un^ncipled libertine, who slew the Earl of Shrewsbury while 
his adulterous countess held his horse in the disguise of a page, 
and who boasted of caressing her before he changed the bloody 
clothes in which he had murdered her husband,* is not exposed 
to hatred, while the spendthrift and castle-builder are held up to 
contempt So just, however, is the picture drawn by Dryden, 
that it differs little from the following sober historical character. 
'' The Duke of Buckingham was a man of great parts, and an 
infini^ deal of wit and humour; but wanted judgment, and had 



* This horrid story is alluded to by the author of Absalom's IX Worthies : 

Next Zimri, banckrupt of wit and pence 
Proved Jew by^s circumcised evidence ; 
T* enjoy his (!!osbi, he her husband killM ; 
The rcit o' the storj wails In be fulfilled. 



NOTSS ON ABSALOM AKP ACHITOFH£L. S71 

no virtue^ or priDciple of any kind. These essential .defects ayade 
his whole life one continued train of inconsistencies. He was am* 
bitious beyond measure, and implacable in his resentments^; these 
qualities were the effects, or different faces of his pride ; which, 
whenever he pleased to lay aside, no man living could be more 
entertaining in conversation. He had a wonderful talent in turn- 
ing all things into ridicule ; but,^ by his own conduct, made a more 
rimculous figure in the worlds than any other he could, wiUi all 
his vivacity of wit, and turn, of imagination, draw of others* 
Frolick and pleasure took up the greatest part of his life ; and in 
these he neitner had any taste, nor set himself any .bounds ; run- 
ning into the wildest extravagancies, and pushing his debaucheries 
to a height, which even a libertine age could not help censuring 
as downright madness. He inherited the best estatje .^bich aM 
slibject: had at that time in England ; yet, his. profuseness made 
him always necessitous ; as that necessity made him grasp at 
every thing that would help to support his expences. He was 
Livish without generosity, and proud without magnanimity; a^^ 
though he did not want some bright talents, yet no good ope ever 
made part of his composition ; for there was nothing so mean that 
he would not stoop to» nor any tiling so flagrantly impious, but 
he was capable of undertaking." * 

' A patron like Buckingham, who piqued himself on his know- 
ledffe of literature, and had the means, if not the inclination, to 
be uberaly-was not likely to want champions, such as they were, 
to repel the sharp attack of Dtyden^ Elkanah Settle compliments 
him with the following lines in his " Absalom Senior," some of 
which are really tolerable. 

But who can Amiel*8 charming wit withstand. 
The great statie-pillar of the muses*' land ; 
For kwlesrand ungoTtimM had the age 
The nine wild sisters seen run mad wUh rage ; 
Dehauch*d to sanrages, till his keen pen 
Brought their long banish'd reason back again ; 
Driven by his satyrs into reason's fence. 
And lashM the i^e rovers into sense. 

Amid, whose generous gallantry, while -fiimis 
Shall have a tongue, shsJl never want a name ; 
Who, whilst his pomp his lavish gold consumes. 
Moulted his wings to lend a throne his plumes ; 
Whilst an ungratefbl conrt he did attend. 
Too poor to pay, what it had pride to q[iend» 



• Cartes* Life of the Duke of Ormond, voL 11. p. ai5. 



272 NOTES ON ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEI.. 

Another poet, at a period when interest could little sway his 
panegyrick^ has apologized for the versatility and extravagance 
of the then deceased Duke of Buckingham : 

Wlut though black envy, with her rancorous tousue* 
And angry poets in embitteiM song. 
While t4> new tracks thy boandlen soul aspires. 
Charge thee with roving change, and waad^zing ftrcy ? 
£nvy more base did never virtue wrong t 
Thy wit, a torrent for the bank too strong. 
In twenty smaller rills o*erflowM the dam. 
Though the main channel still was Buddng^uun.* 

Buckingham himself, smarting under the severity of Drvden's 
satire, strove to answer it in kin£ He engaged inthis *work with 
more zeal and anger, than wit or prudence. It is one thing to 
write a farce^ and another to support such a controversy with 
such an author. The duke's pamphlet, however, sold at a high 
price, and had a celebrity, which is certainly rather to be impu- 
ted to the rank and reputation of the author, than to the merit 
of the performance. As it is the work of such an applauded wit, 
is exceedingly scarce, and relates entirely to the poem which I 
am illustrating, I shall here insert the introduction, and some 
extracts from the piece itself. 

It is entitled '^ Poetic Reflections on a late Poemi entituled, 
Absalom and Achitophel, by a Person of Honour, London, 
printed for Richard Janeway, 1682. (14 December.)" 

To the Reader. — '* To epitomize which scandalous pamphlet, 
unworthy the denomination of poesy, no eye can inspect it with- 
out a prodigious amazement, the abuses being so gross and deli- 
berate, that it seems rather a capital or national ubel, than per- 
sonal exposures, in order to an infamous detraction. For now 
does he character the king, but as a broad figure of scandalous 
inclinations, or contrived into such irregularities, as renders him 
rather the property of parasites and vice, than suitable to the ac- 
complishment of so excellent a prince. Nay, he forces on King 
David such a royal resemblance, that he darkens his aanctity, in 
spite of illuminations from holy writ. 

'^ Next, to take as near our King as he could, he calumniates 
the Duke of Monmouth, with that height of impudence, that his 
sense is far blacker than his ink, exposing him to all the censures 
that a murderer, a traitor, or what a subject of most ambitious 
evil can possibly comprehend. 

" As to my Lord Shaftesbury, in his collusive Achitophel, what 



* To the memury of the illustrious Prince, George Duke of Buckingham (25 
May, 1637.) 
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I he other than exceed malice itself, or that the more prudent 
Tts of that Peer were to be so impeached before hand by his 
ious poem^ as that he might be granted n^ore emphatically 
lign of the hangman's axe, and which his muse does in effect 
I upon her to hasten. 

And if the season be well observed when this adulterate poem 
spread, it will be found purposely divulged near the time 
tn this lord) with his other noble partner, were to be brought 
ieir trial ; and, I suppose this poet thought himself enough 
red of their condemnation, at least that his genius had not 
^rwise ventured to have trampled on persons of such eminent 
[ties and interest in the nation ; a confederation, I confess, in« 
1 my pen, its preceding respect being paid to the Duke of 
imouth, to vindicate their reputations where I thought it due. 

When late Protector-ship was commoQ proof. 
And, cap-a-pe, had seized on Whitehall roof; 
And next on Israelites durst look so big. 
That, Tory-like, it lored not much the Whig ; 
. A poet there starts up of wond^rous fame. 
Whether Scribe, or Pharisee, his race doth name. 
Or, -more to intrigue the metaphor of man, 
Got on a muse by father Publican ; * 
For 'tis not harder much if we tax nature, 
That lines should give a poet such a feature. 
Than that his verse a hero should us show, *)* 
Produced by such a feat, as famous too ; 
His mingle such, what man presumes to think. 
But he can figures daub with pen and ink. 
A grace our mighty Nimrod late beheld. 
When he within the royal palace dwell*d ; 
And saw 'twas of import, if lines could bring 
His greatness from usurper to be king ; X 
Or varnish so his praise, that little odds 
Should seem 'twixt liim and such call*d earthly gods ; 
And though no wit can royal blood infuse, 
No more than mdt a mother to a muse. 
Yet much a certain poet undertook, 
That men and manners deals in without book, 
And might not more to gospel truth belong. 
Than he if christenM docs by name of John* 

Fame's impious hireling, and mean reward. 
The knave that in his hnes turns up his card ; 
Who, though no Raby thought in Hebrew writ, 
He forced fusions that can closely fit ; 
To Jews, or English, much unknown before. 
He made a talmud on his muses score ; 



A committee man. 

Sir Denzil Hollis. Luk's Annus Mira&t/i/M-^His Grace mistakes ; it is Sir 

thevUk Hollis.) 

See his poem on CromwelL 

VOL,. IX. S 
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Thoi^ hoped few eridcs will its gedut anp» 
So purely meUphon King DaTid^s harp ; 
And, hj a soft enooimum» near at hancU 
Shews Bathdieba embraced thronghoot the land. 

After much unintelligible panegyric on Shafterfmry^ his grace 
comes to Seymour :* 

For Amid, Amid, who cannot ehdite. 
Of hk tben value wbnt diMlaiil to write; 
The tery Mm, with gown and mace did nife 
The Sanhedrim, When guided bT a fool ; 
The him that did both sense and reason 8hift« 
That he to gainful place himsdf might M ; 
Th^ Tery Mm, thAt did adjust the sMd 
Of sudi as did theilr rotes for money breed ; 
The mi^^ Mm^ that frothy notions Tents, 
In hope to turn them into precedents ; 
The him of hims, althouah in judgment sooaD, 
That fain would be the biggest at Whitdiall ; 
The ?te^ that does for justice coin postpone^ 
As on account may be hereafter shown. 

The noble author, with what cause the reader is now enaUed 
to determine, piqued himself espedallj upon the satirical vigoor 
of these last verses. " As to the character of Amid, I confess my 
lines are somewhat pointed : the one reason being, that it alludes 
much to a manner of expression of this writer^s, as may be seen 
by the marginal notes ; and a second will soon be allowed. The 
figure of Amiel has been so squeezed into paint, that his soul is 
seen in spite of the varnish." As these verses were written on an 
occasion, when personal indignation must have fired his grace's 
wit, they incline us to believe, with Mr Malone, that his friends, 
Clifford and Sprat, had the greatest share in the lively farce of 
'' The Rehearsal." 

Buckingham's death was as awful a beacon as his life. He had 
dissipated a princely fortune, and lost both the means of procu- 
ring, and the power of enjoying, the pleasures to which he was 
devoted. He had fallen from tne highest pinnacle of ambition^ 
into the last degree of contempt and disregard. His dying scene, 
in a paltry inn in Yorkshire, has been immortalized by Pope's 
beautiful lines : 

In the worst inn^s worst room, with mat half hung. 
The floors of plaister, and the walls of dang ; 
On once a flock-bed, but repairM with iBtraw, 
With tape-tied curtains, never meant to draw. 
The George and Garter dangling from that bed, 
Where tawdry yellow strove with dirty red, 
Great Villiers lies ! alas, how changed from him ! 
That life of pleasure, and that soul of whim ; 



• See his Poem, p. 27, 28. 
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Gallant and gay, in CUefden's proud aleove. 

The bower of wanton Shrewsbuzy and love ; 

Or just as gay at council) in a ring 

Of mimickM statesmen* and a merry king ; 

No wit to flatter left of all his store. 

No fbol to laugh at, which he valued more s 

There, victor of his health, of fortune, friends. 

And fame, this lord of usdess thousands ends ! 



Note XIX. 



The Eatl of Huntington. A coarse reason is ^ven by Luttrel, 
in his MS. notes^ for the epithet by which he is distinguished in 
the text * He was one of the seventeen peers who signed a pe« 
titioUy beseeching Charles to have recourse to the advice of nis 
parliament ; and ne himself presented it at Whitehall^ on the 7th 
ct December, l679> in the name of the other lords subscribing. 
Tins advice was received very coldly by the king, who ^swered. 
^' That he would consider of what they had offered, and could 
heartily wish, that all other people were as solicitous for the peace 
and good of the nation, as he would ever be." The Earl of Hunt- 
ington also subscribed the petition and advice, presented by fif- 
teen peers to the king, against removing the parliavlent to Ox- 
fiifd ; where they stated, '^ Neither Lords nor Commons can be 
in aa^fiety, but will be daily exposed to the swords of the Papists, 
•nd their adherents, of whom too many are crept into your ma*- 
jc»tv *8 guards." Yet Lord Huntington did not go all the lengths 
of the Whig party. He became a privy councillor, was admitted 
ttf die honour of kissing the king's hand, and was stated in the 
Public Intelligencer, of the 25th of October, 1 681, to have then 
eonfessed, that he had found by experience, " That they who 
prom ot ed the bill of exclusion, were for the subversion of mo* 
narl^y itself." Monmouth, Grey, and Herbert, state, in a paper 
pnblished on this occasion, that Lord Huntington had denied the 
utterance of die said woids ; but, from the style of their mani- 
fissto, it is obvious, they no longer regarded him as attached te 
their party. Ralph's History y Vol. I. p. 657- 709. Note. 



■mmatm 



In " AbsaloBi*8 Nine Worthies** he is thus commemorated : 

The next Prupus Balaam, of whom 'tis said. 
His brains did lie more in his tail than*8 head. 
Sprouted of royal stem, in ancient days ; 
*Tis an ill bird that his own nest bewrays. 
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Note XX. 

Cold Caleb P. 234* 

Ford^ Lord Grey of Wark^ described among Absalom's IX 
Worthies as 

Chaste Caleb next, whose chill embraces charm 
Women to ice, was yet in treason warm ; 
Of the ancient race of Jewish nobles come. 
Whose title never lay in Christendom. 

He appears to have been a man of very great indifference to 
his domestic concerns ; as the Duke of Monmouth^ mider whose 
banners he enlisted hhnself, was generally believed to have an 
intrigue with Lady Grey. In an account of a mock apparition, 
which that lady is supposed to witness^ she is made to state^ 
** That on Saturday, the 29th of January, 168O, being alone in 
her closet about nine o'clock at night, she heard a voice behind 
her, which mildly said, sweetheart. At which she was at first not 
at all frightened, supposing it to be an apparition, which she says 
has often of late appeared to her in the absence of her lord, in the 
shape of a bright star and blue garter, but without hurting, or so 
much as frightening her." Lord Grey, ignorant or indifierent 
about these scandalous reports, went step for step with MoD' 
mouth in all his projects. He was a man of a restless temper, and 
lively talents, which he exercised in the service of the popular 
party. He was deep in the llye-house Plot, and probably en- 
gaged in the very worst part of it ; at least. Lord Howard de- 
posed, that Grey was full of expectation of some great thing to 
be attempted on the day of the king's coming from New-market, 
which was that fixed by the inferior conspirators for his assassi- 
nation. Upon the trial of Lord Russel, Howard was yet more 
particular, and said, that upon a dark intimation of an attempt on 
the king's person, the Duke of Monmouth, '' with great emotion, 
struck his breast, and cried out, ' God so ! kill the king ! I will 
never suffer them.' That Lord Grey, with an oath, also observed 
upon it, that if they made such an attempt, they could not fail." 
Ramsay charged Lord Grey with arguing with Ferguson, on the 
project of the rising at Taunton. Grey, on the first discovery of 
this conspiracy, was arrested, but, filling the officers drunk, he 
escaped in a boat, and fied into Holland. He was afterwards 
very active in pushing on Monmouth to his desperate expedition 
in l685. He landed with the duke at Lyme, and held the rank 
of general of horse in his army. Like many other politicians, his 
lordship proved totally devoid of tliat courage in executing bold 
plans, which he displayed in forming or abetting them. At the 
first skirmish at Brldport he ran away, although the troops he 
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commanded did not follow his example^ but actually gained a 
victory^ while he returned on the gallop to announce a total de- 
feat. Monmouth, much shocked, asked Colonel Matthews what 
he should do with him ? who answered, he believed there was 
not another general in Europe would have asked such a question. 
Lord Gfrej, however, fatally for Monmouth, continued in his 
tnut, and commanded the horse at thebattle of Sedgemore. There 
he bdiaved like a poltroon as formerly, fled with the whole ca- 
valry^ and left the foot, who behaved most gallantly, to be cut 
to pieces by the horse of Klin^ James, who, without amusing 
themselves with pursuit, wheeled, and fell upon the rear of the 
hardy western peasants. So infamous was Grey's conduct, that 
many writers at the time, thinking mere cowardice insufficient 
to account for it, have surmised, some, that he was employed by 
the king to decov Monmouth to his destruction ; and others, that 
jealousy of the domestic injury he had received from the duke, 
mdnced him to betray the army.* This caitifF peer was taken in 
the disguise of a shepherd, near Holt Lodge, in Dorset-shire ; 
and confessed, that *' since his landing in England, he bad never 
enjoyed a quiet meal, or a nieht's repose." He was conveyed to 
London, and would probably have been executed, had it not been 
difloovered, that his estate, which had been given to Lord Ro- 
diester^ was so strictly entailed, that nothing could be got by 
his death* He therefore, by the liberal distribution, it is said^ 
c£ large sums of money, received a pardon from the king, and 
a|ipeared as a witness on the trial of Lord Delamere ; and was 
ready to do so on that of Hampden ; yet he is supposed to have 
kept some secrets with respect to the politics of the Prince of 
Orange, in reward of which, he was raised to the rank of an 
Earl after the Revolution. — Dalrymple's Memoirs, Vol. Lp. 185. 
Notwithstanding the attribute which Dryden has ascribed to 
Lord Grey in this poem, he afterwards proved a man of unprin- 
cipled gaUantry ; and 23d of November, 1682, was tried in the 
Kmg's Bench for debauching Lady Henrietta Berkeley, daughter 
of the Earl of Berkeley, to whose sister. Lady Mary, he was him- 
self married. See State Trials, Vol. III. p. 519. 

Note XXI. 

And canting Nadah let oblivion damn, 

WJto made new porridge for the paschal lamh^^^V. 2S4«. 

Lord Howard of Escrickc, although an abandoned debauchee^ 

* Next, Monniuutli came in with an anny of fooLi, 

BctrayM by his cuckoM, and other dull toob. 

Who painted the turf of green Sedgemore witli gulcs. 

7' 
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made oocatioiial pretensions to piety. He wwA an intimate of 
Shdtobury and of Monmouth, but detested by Ruiael cm ao^ 
count of tliein&my of his character. Plots, counter-plots^ and 
aham-plots, were at this time wrought like mine and oountep- 
mine by each party, under the other's vantages-ground. One 
Fitzharris had written a virulent libel against tl^ court party, 
which he probablv intended to fiither upon the Whigs ; but being 
seized by Sir WiUiam Waller, he changed his note, aind averred, - 
that he had been employed by the court to write tibls libel, and 
to fix it upon the ezdusionists ; and to this nrobable afeory he 
added, ex mera gratia, a new account of the oLlropisb Plot* The 
court resolved to make an example of Fitiharris ; they tried and 
convicted him of treason, for toe libel fell nothing short of it 
When condemned, finding his sole resource in the meccy of the 
crown, he retracted his evidence against the coiut, and a&med, 
that Treby, the recorder, and Bewel and Cornish, the two sber 
rifis, had mduced him to forge that accusation ; and thai Lord 
Howard was the person who drew up instructions, pointing oat 
to him what he was to swear, and urginff him so to manage his 
evidence, as to criminate the Queen and Uie Duke of York. Tks 
confession of Fitxharris did not save his life, akhongb he ad- 
hered to it upon the scaffold. Lord Howard, as involved in Ais 
criminal intrigue, was sent to the Tower, where he uttered and 
published a cantinff declaration, asserting his innocence, upon 
the truth of which ne received the sacrament. He is said, how«* 
ever, to have taken the communion in lamb'* wool, (t. e. ale poor* 
ed on roasted apples and sugar,) to which profanation Dryden 
alludes, with too much levity^ in the second line above quoted. 
The circumstance is also mentioned in '^ Absalom's IX Worthies:" 

Then prophane Nadab, that hates all sacred things, 
And on that score abominateth kings ; 
With Mahomet wine he damneth, with intent 
To erect hb Paschal-lamb^s-wool-sacrament. 

Lord Howard was at length set at liberty from the Tower, up- 
on finding bail, when he engaged under Shaftesbury, and ran 
into all the excesses of the party. Being deeply involved in the 
Rye-house Plot, he fled upon the discovery of that affair, and 
was detected in his shirt, covered with soot, in a chimhey ; a 
sordid place of concealment, which well suited the spirit of the 
man. A tory ballad-maker has the following strain of prophetic 
exultation on Howard's commitment : 

Next valiant and noble Lord Howard, 

That formerly dealt in lamb's- wool ; 
Who knowins what it is to be Towered, 

By impeaching may fill the jails ftiU. 

The Consjpiracy^ or the Discovery of the Fanatic Plot, 
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Accustomed to tamper with evidence Howard did not liesii* 
tate to contamimite the noblest name in England^ by practising 
the meannesses and villainies he had taught to otibers. For the 
sake of his shameful life, he bore witness against Russel and 
Sidney to all he knew, and probably to a great deal n^ore* The 
£oirmer had always hated and despised Howard, and l)ad only 
been induced to tolerate his company by the persuasions of Essex: 
The recollection, that, by introducing his best friend to the con- 
tagion of such company, he had, in ract, fMrepared his ruin, was 
one of the reasons assi^n^ied for that unfortunate peer's remorse 
jud suicide. 

Note XXI. 

fht huH-faced JcnaSf who could statutes draw 
To mean rebdUon, and make treason law.^^V. 234. 

8fe William Jones was an excellent lawyer, and, in his private 
diaracter, an upright, worthy, and virtuous man ; in his reli- 
gion he had some tendency to nonconformity, and his political 
principles were of the popular cast. He was the king's attorney-i 
general, and as such ccmducted all the prosecutions against those 
oonedmed in the Popbh plot He was, or i^toed to be, so deep- 
ly infected by the epidemic terror excited by this supposed con- 
niracy, that he had all his billets removed from his cellar, lest 
dhe Papists should throw in fire-balls, and set his house on fire. 
He dosed, nevertheless, with the court, in an attempt to prohibit 
coffee-houses, on account of the facility which they afl^rded in 
propagating faction and scandal ; for this, he was threatened by 
the country party with an impeachment in parliament. Sir Wi£> 
Ham Jones shortly after resigned his office under government, 
and went into open opposition. He distinguished himself oar- 
tieolarly, by supporting the bill of exclusion, and by a violent 
speech m the Oxford parliament, on the subject of the clerk's 
mislaying the bill for repealing the 35th of Elizabeth, an act 
against dissenters. He was on his legs, as the phrase is, in the same 
house, arguing vehemently on the subject of Fitzharris, when the 
Black liod knocked at the door, to announce the sudden and un- 
expected dissolution of the parliament A well-written pamphlet, 
entitled, ^* Advice to Grand Juries," which appeared on the eve 
of the presentment against Shaftesbury, is said to have had some 
effect in producing the ignoramus verdict, on that bilL 

Sir Wnliam Jones is said to have regretted the share he took 
in the prosecutions on account of the plot ; which is extremely 
probable, as his excellent talents, and sound legal principles, could 
not fail, when clamour and alarm were oyer, to teach him how far 
he had been misled. His anxiety for the situation of the country 
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is supposed to have accelerated his deaths which took place in 
16H2, at Mr Hainpden*s house^ in Buckingham-shire. 

NoteXXIIL 

Shimei, whose vouih did earfy promise bring 
Of zeal to Goa,and hatred to his king.^^?. 235. 

Slingsby Bethel was son of Sir Walter Bethel^ knight, b^ Mary, 
daughter of Sir Henry Slingsby of Scriven^ in Yorkshire, and 
sister to Sir Henry Slingsby^ a steady loyalist, who was condenuii* 
ed b^ Cromwell's high court of justice, and beheaded on Tower- 
hill m 1658. Bethel was early attached to the fanatical interest, 
both by religious and political tenets ; he was even a member of 
the Committee of Safety. But he was a staunch republican, and 
no friend to the Protector ; being, it is beliered, the author of 
that famous treatise, entitled " The World's Mistake in Oliver 
Cromwell." He was elected sheriff, with Cornish, on Midsum- 
mer-day 1680, and the choice was, in many respects, diaadvan- 
tageous to the popular party. In the first place, they were both 
Independents ; and, before taking upon them their offices, they 
conformed, and took the sacrament according to the church ai 
England's ritual. It was believed, that nothing but the necessity 
of qualifying themselves to serve their party in this office, could 
have prevaued on them to have done so, and this gave advan- 
tages against their whole party. Besides, Cornish was a down- 
right plain-spoken republican, and Bethel had expressed himself 
very bluntly in justiiication of the execution of Charles I. ; and 
was, therefore, obnoxious to every slur which the royalists could 
bring against him, as ill-disposed to monarchy. Further still, 
Bethel's extreme and sordid meanness gave great disgust to the 
citizens, who were accustomed to consider the exercise of a splen- 
did and ostentatious hospitality as the principal part of a sheriff's 
duty. He kept no table, lived in a chop-house, and, long after- 
wards, whoever neglected to entertain, during his shrievalty, 
was said to " Bethel the city." Bethel is mentioned among the 
subjects of deprecation in " The Loyal Litany :" 

From serving great Charles, as his father before ; 
And disinheriting York, without why or wherefore ; 
And from such as Absalom has been, or more ; 

Libera nos, &c. 

From Vulcan's treasons, late forged by the fan ; 
From starving of mice to be parliament-man ; 
From his copper face, tliat out -face all things can ; 

Libera nos, &c> 
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These two sheriffs first set the example of packing jaries, wfaeii 
persons were to be tried for party offences ; for they took the task 
of settling the pannels for juries out of the Compters into their 
own handis, and left the secondaries of the Compters^ who had 
uauaUy discharged that duty> only to return the lists, ihus previ- 
ously made up. In Middlesex, tney had the assistance of Good- 
enough, the under-sheriff, abustling and active partizan, who very 
narrowly escaped being hanged &r the Rye-house Plot By this 
selection of jurymen, the sheriffs insured a certainty of casting 
•uch bills as might be presented to the Grand Jury against any 
of Aeir partisans. This practice was so openly avowed,, that 
Settle has ventured to make it a subject of eulogy : 

Next Hothriel write Baal's watchful foe, and late 
Jerusalem's protecdng magistrate; 
Who, when false jurors were to frenzy charm'd. 
And, against innocence, even tribunes arm'd, 
Saw depraved justice ope her ravenous maw. 
And timely broke her canine teeth of law. 

The Earl of Shaftesbury himself reaped the advantage of this ma* 
JKBUvre ; which, from the technical word employed in the return 
of these bills, was called Ignoramus, Stephen Colledge, the Pro- 
testant joiner, also experienced the benefit of a packed jury, though 
concerned in all the seditious practices of the time. He was af- 
terwards tried, condemned, and executed at Oxford, where he was 
oat of the magic circle of the sheriff's protection ; and, though I 
believe the man deserved to die, he certainly at last met with hard 
meaaure. His death was supposed to have broken the talisman of 
Ignoramus, and was considered as a triumph by the Tories, who, 
fiw along time, had been unable to persuade a jury to find for the 
Idiig.* When Lord Stafford was most unjustly condemned, Be- 



• The Riddle of tlie Roundhead, 

Perkin makes fine legs to the shouting rabble. 
Who to make him king he thinks are able ; 
But tlie bauble 
Is only shew'd for use ; 
The silly idcot serves but for a tool still, 

For knaves to work their feats ; 
And will remain a dull mistaken fool still, 
For all their damned cabals, and Wapping treats. 



Oxford loyal youths, who scorn to sham us 
With a perjured bill of Ignoramus, 
Or name us 
For loyal traitors known ; 
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thel and hU brother ahoriff affieoted a batfaarous acmpley wliedier 
the king was entitled to commute the statutory punishment of 
high treason into simple decapitation. The House c^'CommoDi 
ordered that the king's writ be obeyed. This hard-hesfted oao^ 
duct was an indulgence of their republican humour. Shordy 
after, Mr Bethel was fbund guilty of a riot and assault i>ppn one 
of the king's watermen at the election of members of pinivneat 
for Southwarky £th October^ 1681« This person being' aettvek 
the poll, Mr Bedid caned him, and told Imn he would have hii 
coat (the king's livery) strippeid over his ears. For this he was 
fined five merks. Bethel^ notwithstanding his violence^ was st 
fortunate as to escape the business of the Rye-bouse Plot His 
brother sheriff^ Cornish, was not so fortunate : He was a plain 
republican, and highly esteemed by Lord Russell^ for having 
treated witli indifference the apprehension of the Tower firing on 
the city, saying, they could only demolish a few chinmies. He 
was executed as an accomplice in the Rye-house conqiiraGy, upon 
the evidence of that very Goodenough, who had been his tool in 
packing the illegal juries ; so that his death seemed a retribution 
for dishonouring and perverting the course of justice. James IL 
was afterwards satisfied that Cornish had been unjustly execute^ 
and restored his estate to his fiunily. 

Note XXIV. 

Yet Corah, thou shall from oblivion pass ; 

Erect thyself^ thou monumental brass^ 

High as the serpent of thy metal made, 

While nations stand secure beneath thy shade /—-P. 236. 

Titus Oates^ once called and believed the Saviour of his coun- 
try, was one of the most infamous villains whom history is obliged 
' to record. He was the son of an anabaptist ribbon-weaver^ re- 
ceived a tolerably good education, and, having taken orders, was 
preferred to a small vicarage in Kent. Here the future Protest^ 
ant witnesses was guilty of various irregularities^ for which he 
was at length silenced oy the bishop, and by the Duke of Nor- 
folk deprived of his qualification as chaplain. At this pinching 
emergency, he became a Papist^ either for bread, or, as ne after- 
wards boasted, for the purpose of insinuating himself into the se- 
crets of the Jesuits^ and betraying them.* The Jesuits setting 

Soon found a flaw i*the bottom of the joyner« 

By justice, and the laws. 
Of church and commonwealth an underminer, 

Who fell a martyr in the good old cause. 

* He protested to Burnet, that God and his holy angels could witness, he only 
went among them for this purpose. Aflcr which, the bishop says, he paid no re- 
gard to any tiling he could say, or swear. 
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little 'stxire by their proselyte, whose talents lay only in cunning 
imd impudence^ he skulked about St Omers and other foreign se- 
jninliries in a miserable condition. Undoubtedly he had then the 
oppcNTtunity of acquiring that list of names of the order of Jesus 
-with which he graced his plot^ and might perhaps he^r son^ething 
^nerally of the plans^ which these intriguing churchmen hoped 
to cadpef through in England by means of the Duke of York. Of 
theM, however^ he must have had a very imperfect suspicion ; 
Ibr the scheme which is displayed in the letters of Coleman^ the 
duke's secretary^ does not at all quadrate with the doctor's pre- 
tended discovery. When confronted with Coleman, he did not 
even know him personally. When the king asked him about the 
personal appearance of Don John of Austria, he described him^ 
at a venture^ as a tall thin black man, being the usual Spanish 
figure and complexion; but, unfortunately, he was little, fair, and 
fat. In a word, it was impossible such a villain could have ob- 
tained a moment's credit, but for the discovery of Coleman's ac- 
tual intrigues, the furious temper of the times^ and the mysteri- 
ous dei^h of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. On that last occasion 
he displayed much dexterity. There was some difficulty in ma- 
imgiDg the evidence, whether to bring the assassination to the 
compuracy, or the conspiracy to the assassination ; but Oates con- 
Irivea the matter with such ingenuity, that the murder became 
a pfO0f> and the plot became a proof of the murder, to the uni- 
yersal conviction of the public. As to Oates's other qualities, he 
"Wtm, like' every renegade, a licentious scoffer at religion^ and, in 
his ituuinef^^ addicted, it is said> to the most foul and unnatural 
dld^encheries. When we consider his acts and monuments, it is 
' afavkMSt impossible to believe, how so base a tool should have ever 
oblidlti^ credit and opportunity to do such mighty mischief.* 

A> for his family^ to which Dryden alludes a little below^ ** he 
would needs/' says North, ** be descended of some ancient and 
worshipful stock ; but there were not so many noble &nilies 
strove for him, as there were cities strove for the parentele of Ho- 



^ One can hardly help ezdauning, with the punning author of a ballad call- 
ed ^ bfttes well thresh't," 

A curse on every thing that*8 hight Oates ; 
Both young and old, both black and white Oates ; 
Both long and short, both light and Titc Oates ! 

He is thus stigmatized as one of Absalom's Nine Worthies : 

Last Corah, unexhausted mine of plots. 
Incredible to all but knaves and sots ; 
He surely may for a new Sampson pass. 
That kills so suxe with jaw-bone of an ass. 
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mer. However^ the heralds were sent for^ to make out his pe- 
digree^ and give him a blazon. They were posed at the first of 
these^ but they made good the blazon for him in a trice^ and de- 
livered it authenticamenie, and it was engraved on his table and 
other plate ; for he was rich, set up for a solemn housekeeper, 
and lived up to his quality."* 

Dryden compares Oates to the brazen serpent raised up in the 
wilderness, by looking on which, the Israelites were curea of the 
bites of the fiery snakes. Sprat had applied the same simile, in 
a favourable sense, to Oliver Cromwell : 

Thou, as once the healing serpent rose. 
Was lifted up, not for thyself, but us. 

Note XXV. 

Sunk were his eyes, his voice was harsh and loud; 
Sure signs he neither choleric was, nor proud : 
His lotig chin proved his wit ; his saint-Wce grace 
A church vermilion^ and a Moses' Jace^-^^P, 2S6. 

North has left us some specimens of Gates' peculiar mode of 
pronounciation. Bedloe, his brother- witness in the plot, had been 
taken ill at Bristol, and, on his death-bed, held some conference 
with the Lord Chief- Justice North, then upon a circuity who took 
down his examination, concerning which numerous reports went 
forth. It proved, however, to be the same story he had formerly 
told. Even Dr Oates himself was disappointed ; and was heard 
to say aloud, as the Lord Chief- Justice passed through the court 
on a council day, at all which times he was a diligent attendant, 
'^ Maay Laird Chaife-Jaistaice, whay thais baisness of Baidlaw 
caims to naithaing." But his lordship walked on without at- 
tending to his discourse, f 

In personal appearance North informs us, that '* he was a low 
man, of an ill-cut very short neck ; and his visage and features 
were most particular. His mouth was the centre of his face, and 
a compass there would sweep his nose, forehead, and chin, yrithin 
the perimeter. Cave quos Deus ipse 7iotavit"X An engraving of 
the doctor, now before me, bears witness to this last peculiarity, 
and does justice to the cherubic plenitude of countenance and chin 
mentioned in the text. It is drawn and engraved by Richard 
White, and bears to be " the true originall, taken from the life, 
done for Henry Brome and Richard Chiswel ; all others are coun- 



* Examen, p. 223. f Ibid. p. 254. $ Ibid, p. 225. 
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terfeit." As the doctor's portrait is not now quite so common as 
iNrhen the lady^ mentioned in the Spectator^ wore it upon her £aii, 
gloves, and hsuidkerchief^ the curious reader may be pleased to be 
iiifi>rmedy that this '* true oiiginal" is prefixed to '* The Witch of 
£ndor, or the Witchcrafts of the Roman Jezebel, by Titus Oates^ 
D. D. folio 1679." It is dedicated to the Earl of Shaftesbury* 
&C. ; ** the publisher's affectionate good friend^ and singular good 
lord." 

Note XXVI. 

Afid gave him his rabbinical degree, 
•Unknown to foreign university. -^V. 237- 

Oates pretended to have taken his doctor's degree at Salamanca, 
where it is shrewdly suspected he never was ; at least where he 
certainly never took orders. The Tory libels of the time con- 
tain innumerable girds concerning this degree. There is^ in the 
Luttrel Collection, '' An Address from Salamanca to her (un- 
known) offspring, Dr T. O." Dryden oflen alludes to the circum- 
stance ; thus, in the epilogue to " Mithpdates/' acted 1681-2* 

Shan we take orders ? tliat will parts require ; 
Our colleges ^ve no degrees for hire. — 
Would Salamanca were a little nigher ! 



XXVII. 

And Corah might for Agag's murder call, 

In terms as coarse as Samuel used to Saul, — P. 237- 

In the first book of Samuel, chap, xv., the reader will find the 
l^eproaches with which that prophet loaded Saul^ for sparing, con- 
'tmry to God's commandment^ Agag, King of the Amalekites ; 
^xnidttdinff with the awful denunciation, that for his disobedience 
the Lord had rejected him from being King over Israel. 

Affag's murder is to be understood of the mysterious death of 
Sir Ldmondbury Godfrey. This gentleman was an active justice 
of peaeej'and had been knighted by Charles II., on account of his 
exertions during the fire of London* In other respects, he was 
low-spirited, and rather a timorous man, and, in the exercise of 
his office, favourable to the Catholics. Oates, finding the infor- 
mation he had lodged with the ministers Concerning the Popish 
Plot rather less ardently listened to than he expected, chose to 
utter before this magistrate a full declaration on the subject upon 
oath. His intention was probably to make the matter as public 
as possible* Godfrey expressed much unwillingness to have any 
thing to do with the matter at all ; and when he had heard the 
story out, expressed to his friends his fear that he should have 
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no thanks for his (Miins^ but would probably be the firM murtjr. 
This stranffe^ and one would think absura, boding proved totf 
true; after having been missing for several daysj this unfikrttmate 
man was found lying in a ditch, near Primrose-hilL There were 
marks of strangling round his neck; and although hia own swttd 
was thrust through his body, yet it turned out to have beiAi done 
after death. His money and rings were safe ; robbery waft thefe- 
fore out of the question. This murder ever will remain among 
the riddles of history. Three opinions have been entertained : 
Ist, North does not hesitate to affirm, that the contrivers and 
abettors of the plot murdered this poor man, togive some colour 
to the story of the bloody machinations of the rapists : But this 
seems too strange and desperate a course to be unputed to the 
opposition party at large without some positive proof; and as for 
C)ates and his brother witnesses, (whom we will not injure b^ sus- 
pecting them capable of remorseful, or compunctious visitmg^] 
their steps were, at this time, too much the object of observaiidD 
to admit of their executing so bloody a plan with the necessaij 
degree of secrecy. 2d, It has been thought that Godfiiey, a nun 
' of a melancholy temperament, whose dark and cloudy Spirit had 
been just agitated by a strange tale of blood and mystery, may 
have been wrought up to take that time to commit suicide. It 
is even positively asserted, that he hanged himself at home, and 
that his brothers conveyed the body to the place where it was 
found, to avoid the shame and other consequences of his fate be- 
coming public. There is something plausible in this account ; 
but it is entirely unsupported by proof of any kind* Sd, The 
grand solution, and indeed the only one which would go down 
at the time, was, that Godfrey had fallen by the Papists. There 
were probably enough of fanatics in that sect to have executed 
such a deed, had it been of consequence to the progress of tiieir 
religion : But there appears no adequate motive for taking of 
Godfrey, who had merely taken down a deposition which he 
could not refuse to receive, and who had besides endeavoured to 
serve the accused parties, by transmitting to Coleman an account 
of the affidavit ; while Oates and his companions, the depositaries 
of the supposed secret, and whose death would stifle the plot f(X 
ever, were suffisred to walk about, even unattempted. Positive 
evidence was however obtained, to silence all h3rpothetical rea- 
soning on the subject. One Bedlow, a very infamous character, 
amid a thousand dreadful stories of flres raised by the Jesuits from 
1666 downwards, charged the Catholics, and particularly Miles 
Prance, a silver-smith, with the death of Godfi^.* This man 



* This man told a fable of forty thousand Spanish pilgrims, who were to in- 
vade Britain, and eke of a number of block bills, Wherewith the Irish Cadiolics 
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W88 imprisoned in Newgate ; and, after much communing with 
^aftesbury and Buckinghiun, in which^ it is said, neither threats^ 
promises, nor actual tortures were spared^ confessed himself an 
acbomplioe in the murder.t He retracted this confession before 
the pn^-council ; but, being remanded to prison^ new terrors, 
promiaes, and sufferings, induced him to retract that retractation. 
Ilia story was a tissue of improbabilities ; and he and Bedlow, 
"when adduced as evidence on the trial of Uiree poor men, whom 
they charged with strangling Godfrey, concealing the body in 
Somerset-house, and afterwards disposing of it on Primrose-hill, 
contradicted each other, and contradicted themselves. All was 
in vain : the three innocent victims of perjury were condemned 
and executed, and the witnesses promoted and rewarded, not 
indth money only, but, strange to say, with universal respect and 
regard ; although their merit, supposing it to be real, wa^ that 
of murderers and incendiaries, who had turned evidence for the 
crown against their accomplices. 

The outcry raised about Godfre3r's murder at the time, and 
for leiw after, gave the plot its surest foundation and support* 
When ms funeral rites were performed, the crowd was prodigious^ 
end the Papists were sufficiently cautious to keep within doors, 
cr tone might have been offered up as an oblation to the manes 
of Jnttioe Godfrey. While the clergyman preached the funeral 
eerinum of the Protestant victim, two robust divines stood by him 



tfttt to be anned. Some wag has enumerated his discoveries in the verses entitled, 
^ BvopstalL Team upon the Death of Captain William Bedlow :' 



.»» 



C( 



Engknd, the mightjr loss bemoan, 
thj watchful centinel is gone. 
Now may the pilgrims land from Spun, 
And, unaiscoverM, cro^ the main ; 
Now may the fbrty thousand men, 
lb Popish arms, be raiaed again. 
Black bills may fly about our ears. 
Who shall secure us from our fears ? 
Jesuits may fall to their old sport. 
Of burning, slaying, town and court. 
And we never the wiser for't 
Then pity us ; exert thy powei:, 
To save us in this dangerous hour ; 
Thou hast to death sworn many men. 
Ah ! swear thyself to life agen. ' 



t> 



-f A hadkney-coadiman, named Corral, was very erudly treated lA Newgatt, 
In order to induce him to swear, that he conveyed the dead body df Godfrey ou!^ 
of town in. bis coach. But he resisted both threats and torments ; so that at 
lengt^i another means of conveyance was hit upon, for Prance bore witness that 
be caMdd it )jfpoa a hotsc. 
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in the pulpit, lest, -while rendering the last duty to the murdered 
ma^strate, he should in facie ecclesiw be murdered by the PapisU 
At the formal pope-buniirifrs of the party, Sir Edmondbury, sup- 
)>orted on a steed by his murderers, was a principal figure in the 
])rocession, preceded by a harbin^ircr, who rung a l)ell, and admo- 
nished the peo])le to remember Justice Godfrey. In short, this 
unfortunate gentleman's death, however it came about, continued 
long to be the watch -word and war-cry of those, who called them- 
selves the true Protestant party. 

Note XXVI IT. 

The croivd, ihaf still believe fkeir kiftgs oppress. 

With lifted hands their young Messiah bless ; 

Who 7U)w begins his -progress to ordain, 

With cluiriots, horsemen^ and a numerous train.^-^P. 239* 

*^ In August, 1 6S0, the Duke of Monmouth went into the coimtiT 
to divert himself, visiting several gentlemen in the west of Englandy 
by whom he was received and entertained witli a gallantry suiuUe 
to the greatness of his birth, and tlie relation he stood in to hisma* 
jesty ; incredible numbers of people flocking from all the adjacent 
parts to see this great champion of the English nation, who had 
been so successful against both the Dutch, French, and Soots. 
He went first into Wiltshire, and was pleased to honour the worthy 
esquire Thynne with his company for some days. From thence he 
went to Mr Speak's, in Somersetshire, in which progress he was 
caressed with the joyful acclamations of the country people^ who 
came from all parts ; twenty miles about the lanes and hedges be- 
ing every where lined with men, women, and children, who, with 
incessant shouts, cried, * God bless King Charles and the Pro- 
testant Duke !' In some towns and parishes which he passed 
tlirough, they strewed the streets and highways where he was to 
pass with herbs and flowers, especially at Ilchester and Pithyton; 
others presenting him with bottles of wine. When he came within 
ten miles of Mr Speak's, he was met by two thousand persons on 
horseback, whose numbers still increased as they drew nearer to 
Mr Speak's, and when they arrived there, they were reputed to 
be twenty thousand ; wherefore they were forced to break down 
several pearch of his park pales to enlarge their passage to the 
house, where his grace and all this numerous company were en- 
tertained and treated, in an extraordinary manner. 

" On the 26th, he went to Brompton ; being met on the road by 
a great company of gentry and country people, who conducted 
hhn to Sir J. Sydenham's, where he was entertained at a noble and 
splendid dinner. The next day he went to Barrington, where he 
was pleased to honour Mr William Stroud with his company at 



NOn» ON ABSALOM AND ACHITOFHEL. 389 

dimer; the entertainment being nothing inferior to what his 
Grace had met with in all other places. Aflter dinner he went to 
Cbardt where he arrived about five in the afternoon^ attended 
with « train of fiire thoiuand horsemen ; and there he was met and 
welocnned by a crowd ofmen^ women, and children, who had not 
a mute among them, but were almost all of them made deaf by 
their own shouts and acclamations of joy. His Grace lay there 
that nighty being treated 9t a very spl^oid supper ; he lodged at 
the house of M. Prideaux.* The next day, having been entclu: 
tained at a sumptuous dinner, he rid to Uminster, and in the af>- 
temoon he went to Whitelackindon, where he lay that night ; and 
the davTollowing^ which was Sunday, his grace obs^ed the 
Sidbbata with a religious care, and went to llminster churdi* On 
the 30th, he went to Calliton, where he was entertained by S£r 
Walter Young. The next day he went to Overton, where he was 
entertained, and lodged by Mr Dukes. From thence he went to 
Exeter, and was met by tne cttisens and the people of all the ad* 
jaeent parts, to the number of twenty thousand persons ; but ttet' 
winch was more remarkable, was the appearance of a brave com« 
pany of brisk, stout young men, all dothed in linen waistcoote 
and drawers, white, .uid harmless, having not so much as a stick 
in their hands ; they were in number about nine hundred or a 
theosand ; they went three miles out of the city to meet his gnioe> 
where Ihej were drawn up all on a little hill, and divided kito 
two parts, in which order they attended the duke's coming, who 
rid up first between them, and then round each company ; after 
whiGbf they united, and went hand in hand in order before, where 
he was no sooner arrived, but a universal shout from idl parts 
echoed forth his welcome ; the numerous concourse of people, the 
incredible and amasing acclamations, and the universal joy which 
then filled the whole city, far exceeding my pen to describe. 

" From thence he returned to Mr Speake's, where the whole 
coontiy flocked again to see and admire him, not being enough 
satisfied with .their former sight. From thence he went the next 
ilaj to Mr Harvie's^t near Yeovil, where he dined, and in the after- 



* Thii gentleman was, after Monmouth's defeat, fain to pay the famous Jef- 
ftries 15,OOOL to save his life, though he never could by any means learn what he 
was aecased of. 

*t- There were two brothers of this name. One was convicted of a misde- 
maanonr tn aiding Braddon in his inquiry into the death of the Barl of Essex. 
The other was executed for joining in Monmouth's invasion. JefFeries exclaimed 
oil his trial, that his fiunily owed Justice a Ufe, and that he should die for the sake 
of fail name. 

VOL. IX. T 
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noon he rid to Esquire Thynne's ; people flockinn^ fVom all the 
towns and villages thereabout to Howden-hill, where they at* 
tended the duke's coming ; and after they had, by loud acdama- 
tionSy proclaimed his welcome amon^ them, and expressed their 
joy for his sidfe return, they took then: leave of him, returning his 
Grace their humble and hearty thanks for that kind visit, and for 
bis having condescended to accept of their plain, but true-heart- 
ed entertainment. From thence he returned to London, wonder- 
fullv pleased with the noble and generous entertainment he met 
with at the several places where he came ; every place striving to 
ootvye each other."* 

At Tunbridge Wells. ** Abundance of country people rudely 
crowded, after their rustic manner, to see the eldest son of their 
king and sovereign, every one extolling him to the skies, erving 
to one another, ' O what a brave man he is I' Some admirra the 
beauty and make of his person ; some the majesty and port of his 
carriage ; and others, who had seen the king, the exact resenjii 
Uance he bare to his majesty ; affirming, they never, in all their 
lives, saw a son resemble a father more than the duke did th6 
king ; but all admired his affiible and courteous di8positioiL''t 

'Diese assemblies were chiefly made under pretence of cock* 
matches, horse-races, and other popular amusements ; prc t crt s 
the more dangerous, as they were the well-known signals (^ren- 
dezvous at which the cavaliers were wont to concert their plots 
against CromwelL See the tract called *' Killing no M nrder." 
Foot-races, wrestling matches, and other country pastimes, were 
also resorted to as an ostensible cause of meeting. These gave 
Monmouth an opportunity to display his personal agility and li- 
berality. He wrestled, he ran, and carried off the prize in both 
exercises ; he then ran in his boots against the peasants in their 
shoes, and still obtained the victory. The prizes which he gained 
were freely distributed among his competitors. All these arts of 
popularity became the derision of his enemies, when he was forced 
into exile ; as, for example, in the following verses : 

Monmouth, for wit, who was able 

To make to a crown a pretence ; 
The head and the hope of the rabble, 

A loyal and politic prince ; 

But now he's gone into Holland 

To be a king of no land, 
Or else must be monarch of Poland ; 

Was ever son so loyal as he ? 



* An Historical Account of the Heroic Life and Magnanimous Actions of tii& 
most illustrious Protestant Prince, James, Duke of Monmouth, 12mo. 1683, p- 
99. et sequefu 

t Ibid, p. 113. 
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Loid Gray, and Armstrong the bully, 

That prudent and politic knight. 
Who made of his grace such a cully, 

T6gether have taken their flight. 
Is tfaii your races, horse-matches. 
His grace's swift denMtfdies* 

From shire to uire. 

Under the hatdies ? 
Now above deck you dare not appear. 

The Cofupiracyy or the Discaoery of the Fanatic Plot. 

These ostentatious progresses were devised by Shaftesburvj as 
a mode of manifesting the strength of Monmouth's party^ and in- 
creasiag his partizans and popularity. Among the higher ranks, 
they carried an air of defiance which ratiier hurt his cause ; for 
reflecting and cautious men were slow to join in what seeined tp 
be A preliminary for civil war. It was different with the low^ 
catden, who, always biassed by what is more immediately adm 
dressed to their eye-sight^ were led by these showy processio|iay 
and by the courtesy, activity, and fine presence of Monmouth, to 
doat on him to an incredible degree. Not only did the western 
peasantry, on his landing in 1685, crowd to join him in multi*- 
tildes beyond what he could arm, but their attachment survived 
even his defeat and death ; and they long believed, with fond ere* 
dulity, that another person had been executed in his stead, and 
that their beloved protestant prince was still alive. 

The arts of Absalom^ in stealing the hearts of Israel firom his 
fiufaer, form an exact parallel to the language which Dryden puts 
in the mouth of Monmouth. 

'' And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him 
chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And Absa- 
km rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate : and it 
was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the 
king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and said. Of 
what city art thou ? And he said. Thy servant is one of the tribes 
of Israel. And Absalom said unto him. See, thy matters are good 
and right ; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 
Absalom said moreover. Oh that I were made judge in the land, 
that every man, which hath any suit or cause, might come unto 
me, and I would do him justice ! And it was so, that when anj 
man came nigh unto him to do him obeisance, he put forth his 
hand, and took him, and kissed him. And on this manner did 
Absalom to all Israel, that came to the king for judgment. So 
Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel." 2d Sam. chap. 
XV. V. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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Note XXX. 

Bui hospiiable treats did most eommend 

Wise Issachar, his western wealthy Jriend^-^V, 259. 

Thomas Thynne^ esquire, of L(MigleaUball> called, from his 
ffreat wealthy Tom of Ten Thousand. He had beeL< formerly t 
friend of the Duke of York, but, upon some quarrel between 
them, he attached himself warmly to Monmouth. - Mr Thynne 
was one of those gentlemen, who petitioned for the speedy meet- 
ing of parliament, after it was prorogued in 1679> on. account of 
the heat with which the house pursued the Exclusion Bill. The 
king received the intimation very ill ; told Mr Thynne, he was 
surprised at persons of property countenancing such proceed- 
ings, and that he wished they would mind their own amdrs, and 
leave him to attend to his. When Monmouth made hia pro^* 
gress through the west of England, as mentioned in the last note, 
Mr Thjmne received him at his country-seat with all the sfdcm- 
dour and liberality of ancient English hospitality. This gen- 
tleman's tragical fate is well known. He was married to the 
Lady Ogle, sole heiress of the Northumberland estate ; but, his 
bride going abroad, the marriage was never consi^mmated 
Count Konigsniark met the lady, fell in love with her person, 
or with her fortune, and could see no better road to both than 
bv assassinating her husband. Accordingly, three foreigners, 
bured by the count, or dependents upon him, waylaid Mr 
Thynne's carriage, as it passed through Pall-Mall, and shot him 
with a blunderbuss, in the manner represented on his tomb* 
stime in Westminster Abbey.* The Duke of Monmouth had 
left the carriage about an hour before the murder ; and Sir John 
Reresby received the thanks of the king for his activity in ap- 
{irehending the assassins, without which, suspicions might have 
arisen that the attempt was intended against Monmouth by the 
court party .f Monmouth himself remained allnight with hisdying 



* Two of these. Captain Vratz and Ueutenant Stem, had distinguished them- 
idYes as brave officers ; and it is remarkable that neither seemed to have a feel- 
ing of the base and dishonourable nature of their undertaking. The third, Bo^ 
rosky, was a poor Pole, who thought himself justified by lus master's onios. 
There is an interesting account oi their behaviour in prison, and at executioo, in 
the Harleian Miscellany, 

*|- This circumstance is alluded to in a ballad on the occasion, which mentipns 
Monmouth's anxiety to discover the assassins : 

But heaven did presently find out 

What, with great care, he could not do ; 

'Twas well he was the coach gone out. 
Or he might have been miurder'd too ; 
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and distinguiflhed himself by his Eeal and awiduity in fur« 
thermg the search after the mnrderen. At length. Count Konig»« 
mark was taken by Gibbons, one of Monmouth's attendants, who 
seurod him, as he was going on ship«-board» When apprehended^ 
Gibbons charged him with the fiict, land added> that ne had like 
to have killed his master the' Duke of Monmouth ; to which the 
Count answered, '^ they would not have killed Atm." The three 
actkial assassins were condemned to death ; but, by some fool 
play, t Konigsmark, who had employed them, and who came 
over to England expressly to see that they executed their bloody 
commission, was acquitted. Monmouth went to see these sub- 
altern villains executed. Stem, at the gallows, complained thai 
he died for a man's fortune whom he never spoke to, for a woman 
whom he never saw, for a dead man whom he never had a view o£l 
True Narrative of the Horrid P^, Sfc. foL 1679- ?• 64. SUde 
Trials, Vol II. p. 503. 

Note XXXL 



^Good King David:^ Uje, 



Endangered by aorotker ana a tvife.^^P. 239* 

The accusations against York and the Queen were no part of 
Oates's original plot. On the contrary, in the summary of his 
'^ True Narrative," he informs us, that the ** Royal family of the 
Stuarts are condemned to be cut off, root and branch, and nami^ 
Iv the King, Duke of York, and Prince of Orange, because that 
fiimily have not answered tiieir expectation, nor have thev any 
h<^»es that any of them will comply fully with this their bloodv 
dragns when fully discovered to them." And on the next page> it 
is again affirmed, that notwithstanding the Duke of Yonc'a seal 
for the Catholic religion, " they design to dispose of him as afor^ 
said." But when the public belief in the ])lot had taken root, and 
Shaftesbury had grafted upon it his doctrine of exclusion, Oates, 



For they who did thb squire kill, 
Would fear the blood of noae to ipiU. 

Prom a Grub-Street broad-side, entitled ** Murder Unparalleled,** in Luitrel 
CoOecL 

•« Captain Vratz's Ghost to Count Coningsmark,** 18 March, 1681-S» by a 
Wattem Gentleman : 

*^ Who waB*t thus basely brought unto his end 
The loyal Monmouth*8 wealthy western friend.** 

-f It is probable either Stem or Boroski, if not Vrats, would have justified 
tbanselfes at the Count's expenee, had it suited the ciown to hare piomiaod 
them a pardon on such conditions. 
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by degrees^ chai^^ the duke, first with beinff the innooent and 
blind tool of the Catholics whom they intended to saoceed his 
brother, diough he knew nothing of their designs ; and fmaUj; 
with being at the ver^ depth of all the villainy, and the imme- 
diate author of the Fire of London. As for the queen, her bar- 
renness was a reason for all the exclusionists desiring she shonld 
be removed, that the king might have a chance of Intimate is- 
sue, to the exclusion of the Duke of York* Animated by a be- 
lief, that this would be agreeable to the king, Oates had the 
boldness, at the bar of the House of Commons, to atter these 
words, in his affected phraseology, ** Aye, Taitus Oates, aocause 
Catherine, Queen of England, of haigh traison !" The grounds 
of his accusation are stated in the trial of Wakeman, the queen's 
physician, who, he alleged, was bribed with 15,000L to poison 
the king, in case he should escape the poniard of a Jesuit, named 
Corners, and the pistols of PicKerinj^ and Groves. Oates then 
swore, that three Jesuits carried hun with them to Somerset- 
house, where they were summoned to attend the queen ; that 
he remained in an anti-chamber when they were ushered into 
her presence ; that he heard a female voice say, she would assist 
Sir George Wakeman in his project, and would no longer bear 
these repeated violations of her bed. When the fathers came 
out, he desired to see the queen, and when admitted into the anti- 
chamber, whence the female voice had proceeded, he saw the 
queen, who smiled graciously on him, and there was no other 
woman present. These impudent stories, with some blunders into 
which the best-breathed witness may faJl, saved Wakeman's life. 
The king immediately saw the tendency of this charge, and 
observed, " They think I have a mind for a new wife ; but iat 
all that, I will not see an innocent woman abuse^" and certain- 
ly, had he given way to it, the queen would have been in great 
danger. 

Note XXXII. 

In this short Jile BarziUai first appears, 
Barzillai crorvn'd with honour ana rovth years ; 
Long since the rising rebels he withstood. 
In regions wastes beyond the Jordan's Jlood, &e. 

P. 241. 

James Butler, Duke, Marquis, and Earl of Ormond, Earl of 
Ossory and Brecknock, &c. &c. was as illustrious for his talents 
as for his rank, and distinguished by virtues superior to both. In 
the difficult and dangerous situation of Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
he had to maintain the cause of Charles I. in that kingdom, with 
very slender means, at once against the confederated Iri^ Catho- 
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ficSy and the parliamentaiy forces^ the more formidable^ though 
lest numeroas^ enemies of the royal cause. In 1649, he was able^ 
through consummate skill, both asapolitidan and general^ toboast 
that he had reduced almost all Ireland under the royal audiority; 
excepting the cities of Dublin and Londonderry. But CromwelTs 
aiTival^withSOOO disciplined and veteran^orcesy effectually chang^ 
the scene. His 6rst eicploit was the storm of Tredagh^ or Droghe- 
da, where the besi^ers put the whole garrison to the sword^ and 
committed the most dreadful excesses of barbarity. After this ter« 
rible example of severity^ hardly any of the royal garrisons could 
bo prevailed on to make such a defence^ as might expose thera 
to tne same extremity. Wexford, and New Ross, both very strong 
nlaceSy surrendered without a blow ; all the forces under Lord 
Indiiquin revolted to the side of the parliament ; and, at lengthy 
in 1(>50, Ormond saw himself under the necessity of abandoning 
the kingdom, which he had so long and valiantly defende£ 
From Ireland he retreated to France, and accompanied King 
Cliarles during his exile. He was much trusted by that prince ; 
and was charged with the task of withdrawing the Duke of 
Gloucester from the family of the queen mo^er, Henrietta, 
who was making every possible attempt to induce him to change 
his religion. Tais delicate commission he executed with dexte- 
lity and success. He had afterwards the satisfaction to forward 
a veconciliation between the king and his mother, who had 
been on bad terms on account of the queen's imprudent intezw 
£erence with her son's religious tenets. At the Restoration, the 
Marquis of Ormond, for such was then his title, was lp)erally 
rewarded, in lands and honours, for his steady attachment to the 
royal party. He was created Duke of Ormond in Ireland, and 
iqppointed steward of the household, groom of the stole, and privy 
oounsellor for the three kingdoms. In I66I, he was made Loro- 
Ueatenant of Ireland. As the duke was a steady friend of the 
iprieat Clarendon, his services and faithful zeal for the king's real 
mterests, did not prevent his sharing in the disgrace of the 
chancellor. He had quarrelled with Castlemaine, then the fa- 
voorite mistress, who gave vent to her rage in the most abusive 
ronroaches, and finally told the duke, she hoped to see him lumg- 
-ed ; to which he made the memorable reply, that, far from wish- 
ing her ladyship's days shortened in return, his greatest desire 
was to iee her grow old. When Clarendon was banished, thef pre- 
vailing party, and especially the Duke of Buckingham, enter- 
tainecf a design of impeaching the Duke of Ormond^ and succeed- 
ed so fur as to deprive him of the lieutenancy of Ireland. The 
profligate Buckingham agitated a still darker project, and is sup- 
posed to have hii^ the famous Blood to attempt the assassina- 
^on of his rival, in which the ruffian had nearly succeeded. 
When Blood was aflerwards taken in his attempt to steal the re- 
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gali% the king being detiroiis to spare fait life, tent to Omumd 
to intimate his widi, that hit Grace would consent to the piopo- 
aed pardon* Ormond nobljr answered, if his nugesty coald 
forgive him the stealing of his crown, he might eady pardon the 
assault on his life. The ^^allant Earl of Ottory,* wno guessed 
whoioe the attempt origmally proceeded, teeing the Duke of 
Buckingham riuirtiy afterwardi in the pretence, charged him 
withbeingdieaiitlior of the intended assassination; andaddad, 
." if hit fiuher came to a violent end, he riiould be at no loss to 
know iJie author, should consider Buckinsfaam as the murderer, 
and pistol him, if he stood behind the king^t diair : this" he 
boldly added, '< I tell you in the king's presence, that you may 
be sure I shall keep my word." It does not appear that thisspi- 
rited speech met eith^ a retort from Buckingham, or a cheoL 
from the king. Although the Duke of Ormond escaped the more 
open, as well as the more secret practices of his enemiea, hees* 

Serienced much coldness from the king, partly on account of !» 
ialiking the French intrigues, and partly because he diadained 
to pay court to the royal mistresses* Yet he would not throw 
up the staff, which he held as lord-steward of the household, but 
continued his attendance on court with as much punctuali^ ss 
if in the highest favour. This mode of conduct greatly emlw> 
Tassed the ^ood-natured, though unprincipled Charles, to whom 
Ormond's silent and unreproadiful attentions were the most cn^^ 
ting memento of his own ingratitude. On one occasion, die 
king appeared so much confused, that the Duke of Buckiiu;^ 
ham slfked him^ whether he had lost the Duke of Ormond's n- 
vour^ or Ormond had lost Ida, since, of the two, his majesty 
seemed most out of countenance ? — In this neglected situation, 
the duke used good-humouredly to compare himself to an oU 
neglected rusty clock ; '* yet, even that," said he, '' points right 
once in the twelve hours, and so perhaps may 1." On another oc- 
casion, when Colonel Cary Dillon pressed him for his intereit 
with the king^ and said, he had no friend at court, save God and 
■his Graee^-— '^ Alas I poor Cary," said the duke, '^ thou couldst 
fiot have two friends who have so little influence there, and are lo 
much neglected." During all the king's coldness, the duke never 
altered his political principles, although Charles carried his es^ 
trangement to the pitch of not even speaking^to him. His opinioo 
of Shaftesbury, and his party, may be learned from an incident 
which happened during his disgrace at court. " The day that the 
Earl of Shaftesbury was declared lord- chancellor, the king broke 
through his ordinary rule (of not addressing the duke) and either 



• The Duke of Omiond's eldest son. — See next note. 
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ia dcmbt about the wisdom of the step he had taken, or isut of 
curuMtt^ to know the Duke of OnnoncPs sentiments of it» went 
m to hun^ and, taking him aside to a window, asked irhMX he 
thoiigfat of his giving the seals to Lord Shaftesbury, whether he 
hadl oone prud^xtly or not? His Grace replied, you have doubt* 
Ism/acfced Tory prudently in so doing, if you Imow how to jset 
them from him again/'— -Cor^ VoL II. p. 469. At length, after 
tile duke had attnided court Sat a year without receivihg a drii 
irard from his. aoyereigr^ he suddenly xeoeived a message, that 
the king meant to sup with him. At the entertainment, no word 
rfeggiMJatioh took place, although the ancient cordiality between 
the kug and his subject seemed to be fully restored. The next 
day* when the duke came to the court, as usual, the kin^ obser- 
¥edf '' YondJer comes Ormond ; I have done all I can to disoblige 
him, and render him as discontented as others ; but he will be 
loyal in spite of my teeth ; I must even take him in again^ as the 
fittest man to govern Ireland." Accordingly, the diwe was re* 
stored to his office oi lord-lieutenant in lo77* 

He held this high situation during the ferment occasioned by 
die Popish Plot ; and although, according to Gates and Bedloe's 
infoixnation, one branch of that conspiracy was the murder of the 
duke, yet he did not escape suspicion of being accessory to it any 
more than the king, who was in the same predicament. Lord 
Shaftesbury, in the parliament of l679> insinuated an accusation 
against the duke, on account of the alleged favour he shewed to 
PapiirtA From this charge he was vindicated by the Earl of Ossory, 
with an uncommon degree of spirited eloquence. After pleading 
his £dher*s services against the Roman Catholic rebels, the danger 
of aflsassination from them which he had repeatedly escaped, and 
the active share he had in preventing the perversion of tine Duke 
sjf Gloucester firom the Protestant faith, he thus retorted upon 
Shaftesbury: '* Having woken of what he has done, I presume 
with the same truth to tell your l^dship what he has not done. 
He never advised the breaking the triple league ; he never ad- 
vised the shutting up of the exchequer ; he never advised the de« 
dantion for a to&ration ; he never advised the falling out with 
the Dutch, and the joining with France ; he was not the author of 
that most excellent position, Delenda est Carthago ; that Holland, 
a Protestant country, should, contrary to the true interest of £ng« 
land, be totally destroyed. I beg your lordship will be so just, 
as to judge of my father, and of aU men, according to their ac- 
tions and counsels." * Shaftesbury, abashed at this suipmary of his 
own former political conduct, so different from that he was now 



« AppcDcUx to Life of Ormoud, No. XCIII. 
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pursuing^ retncted his accnsation with some sym p tom s of con- 
fusion. It remained, however^ a capital object with the Whigi^ 
to xemore, if possiblci die Duke of Onnond from the nuuiage- 
mentof Ireland^ at least to put in such a council as should tn»« 
mel his measures. The king's firmness disconcerted both these 
plans. At the momentous period when Shaftesbury was coui 
mitted to the Tower, the Duke of Ormond was sent for to £ii|^ 
land, that his presence might add respectability and "weiglit ts 
the king's councils. He entered the city with great iionip; sni 
was every where received with the veneration due to his rank^ 
his tLffe, and his services. He had never linked himself to sny 
political faction ; contented to serve the crown upon the M. a^ 
valier principles, which he always asserted. He was thon^t^ 
however, to go too great lengths in advising the king to maiii* 
tain his authority by harsh measures ; nor were his e^perientt 
and authority sufficient to prevent much confused janing in the 
king's counolsy betwixt Halifazy who was for heading the scsbi 
ii\en between the factions, and tlie high-flying Toriea^ who wen 
posting towards arbitrary power. Yet, as a steady supporter of 
the interests of the crown, particularly in the course of the ciijf 
elections, he deserved the honour which Dryden has assigMd 
him, of standing the first in the file of the king's friends. • 

^ The king was pleased to reward the services of Ormond bf 
giving him the rank of an English duke, in 1682. After havisg' 
been so long threatened w ith removal, as a favourer of the Papialib 
he was actually deprived of the lieutenancy of Ireland, in l68i 
for not being disposed to second James II. in the oountensaoi 
which he meant to afford that sect. The great Duke of Ormoi^ 
to which epithet he has a just title, died on the 21st July, IflBit 
without witnessing the second banishment of the house of SUURt 
This great statesman was a p<articular patron of Dryden, nil 
evident from the dedication of" Plutarch's Lives;" where oorsfr 
thor again expresses his respect for the father, and his regietfir 
the son. After the death of both, our poet continued to enjoy Ik 
countenance of their successor, James, second Duke of Onnoai 
son of the gallant Ossory, to whom he has dedicated the FaUft 

Note XXXIII. 

His bed could once a fruitful issue boast ; 
Now more than half a father's name is lost. 
His eldest hope, with every grace adorn'd, 
By me, so heaven will have it, always inoum'd, 
And ahvays honour d, snatch d, in manhood's prinie^ 
By unequal fates, and Providences crime, — r. 242. 

The Duke of Ormonil had eight sons, and two daughters. Six 
of tliose sons were dead in 1 681, when this poem was published. 



-; 
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, over "whom Dryden pours forth this lamentation, was the gal« 
: Thontes, Earl of Ossory, whom^ in the last note^ we have ex- 
ited as the guardian of his father's life and reputation. At the 
of twenty-one, his external appearance and accompUshments 
Ihiis described by one who knew him well : * '* He is a young 
a, widi a very handsome face, a good head of hair, a pretty big « 
aey'well set, and a good round I^. He pleased me exceedU 
ly; being very good-natured, asking many questions, and 
isbiiring Sie answers. He rides the great horse very well, is 
biod tennis player, fencer, and danc6r. He understands mu« 
, and plays on the guittar and lute ; speaks French eloquent- 
reads Italian fluently ; is a good historian, and so well versed 
lainanoesy that, if a gallery be full of pictures, or hangings, he 
I: tell die story of aU that are there described. He shuts up 
door at eight o'clock in the evening, and studies till midnight. 
is temperate, courteous, and excellent in all his behaviour." 
4sa the Duke of Ormond went into exile, his son was impri- 
i^ by Cromwell, but, being afterwards released, he went 
(MmL In 1659, he married the daughter of Beverwaert, go- 
mr of Sluys, a leading man in the States*General. Upon the 
Aoration, he was promoted in the army, which did not prevent 
exerting fhis gallantry on another element ; for, during the 
Berate action of four days, in 1666, upon hearing the sound 
ile cannon, he contrived to get off from Harwich, and to get 
■board the Duke of Albemane, to whom he brought the first 
r*» that Prince Rupert was recalled to support him. He dis- 
jpiiahed himself by his bravery during the battle in South wold 
r, and by his liberality to the wounded seamen afler the action. 
167S, he was made rear-admiral of the blue squadron ; and, 
tke great battle in which Sir Edward Sprasge was killed, he 
by to defend and brins off that admiral's dmbled vessel. He 
■id to have formed a plan for revensing the surprise at Chat- 
Dp by a descent at Helvoetsluys ; when he averred he would 
en thiB Royal Charles, which the Dutch preserved as a trophy, 
1 the whole Dutch fleet, with a halfpenny candle, or consent, 
ease of fiiilure, that his head should be placed beside Crom« 
U's on Westminster- HalL But the scheme was not attempted ; 
Jig prevented, it is said, by the envious interposition of Buck- 
rfaanu In November 1674, the Earl of Ossory had the honour 
be entrusted with the charge of arranging the match between 
I Prince of Orange and the Lady Mary. He served under the 
inoe against the French with great crediti particularly in the 
sous battle of Mons, fought l678, where, with the British re- 



Sir Ricfaanl Southwell. See Life of Ormond, VoL II. p. 161. 
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gimenta under fait command, he executed with glocy the deqie* 
rate lervice of beating the French out of thev entrencfamentL 
In April 1680^ he was designed Governor of Tangiers, an ip- 
pointment with which he was highly pleased ; for his oonrsgei 
being of a romantic and wild jiature, delighted in the prospect 
of being opposed to such uncommon adversaries as the Mooiii 
Buty while he was busily preparing for his departure, he mi 
seiaed with a malignant rever, during the delirium of which hia 
mind was observed constantly to be occupied with hia intended 
exploits against the besiegers of Tangiers.* He died on the 30di 
July, 168^, aged forty-six years. The lamentation for his Ioh 
was general and excessive ; the noble reply of hia venerable &• 
ther, to those who offered him consolation^ is well known : " Since 
he had borne the death of his king, he could support/' he ssid, 
'' that of his child ; and would rather have his dead aon, than 
any living son in Christendom." 

The Earl of Ossory was a patron of learning ; and was mounw 
ed, both in verse and prose, by many other writers, aa well si 
Dryden. Settle, who then seems to have been in die Tory in- 
terest, published a heroic poem on his death. Flatman wrote a 
pindaric ode on the same occasion ; for which he received, firoii 
the Duke of Ormond, a diamond ring of 100 guineas value.!— See 
Wood's Athenas Oxen, There is another ode written bv K. C«, 
perhaps Katheriue Cockbum ; finally, one bard, resolving to 
amuse the nation's mourning by his owny dedicates to Ossoij's 
memory some exquisite stanzas, beginning thus : '^ Upon toe 
Earl of Ossory, who died of a fever, 30th July, 168a" 

The best sized pillar of the fairest pile. 
That has of late been built on IreUnd^s isle. 
Is fall*n ; some were too short, others too long. 
Some are too old, and others much too yoang; 

Who knew him well, oould not beliete that erer 
He meant to die thus tamely of a fever. 



• 



War, and war*s darling goddess, left him last ; 
As living he adored her, he embraced 
Her dying, in his pangs he held her fast ; 
Still at Tangier his waving ensigns fly, 
Forts, bulwarks, trenches, glide before his eye ; 
And though, by fate itself disarmed, he dies. 
Even his last breath his sooty foes defies ; 
He still iiis visionary thunder pour*d, 
And grasp'd the very shadow of a sword. 

These lines occur in Settle's poem, and are illustrated by this Note: ** AH the 
delirium of his fever was wholly taken up with defending Tangiers, and fightiog 
the Moors." 
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'■ After lamebtingy in similar fttrainsy that the subject of his 
nmae had not 



. faHing down a scaling ladder ; 

First by grenadoes rent, or, what is sadder. 
Some Topl ship his eoffin should have been ; 

]m oomplains^ ^ weeps, and frets/' that 

-the king, the nation. 



Ireland, his house, and the whole confederation 
Of worthy men, his children, and his wife, 
Wert all trepannM and cozen*d of his life ; 
For he (who fire and ball was proof) with ice 
Was burned, and with a peach shot in a trice. 

It is curious, and not quite useless, to see how admirably such 
a poet can succeed in turning into farce the most lofty subject. 

Note XXXIV. 

Zadoc the prie^i, tohom, shunning power and place, 
His hrvbf mind advanced to Davias grace.-— P/ 243. 

Saneroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, was, in principle and prae- 
4lee, a rigid high-charchman. He even harboured notions fa- 
mnable to the celibacy of the clergy, and other ascetic doctrines 
of the chiuch of Rome. Burnet says, '' that he was a man of 
■olemn deportment, sullen gravi^, and some learning.'' He made 
profession of the old cavalier faith and principles of loyalty, 
whidi rendered him acceptable to the court and the high-church 
party in general, although his temper was austere and reserved, 
and his manners dry and distant. Yet the archlnshop, though 
so harshly described by his brother of Sarum, displayed, on one 
mgent occasion, a becoming readiness to assert the doctrine of the 
d in rc h of England against those of Rome ; and on another, the 
steadiness of his own political principles^ although his adherence, 
in both instances, exposed him to persecution from those in power. 
While the head of the high-church party, this primate was the 
first to encourage the bishops and clergy to a refusal to read the 
lunges declaration of indulgence ; he concerted also, and signed 
the memorable petition, for which, with six other prelates, he 
waffeted imprisonment and trial, by one of the most imprudent 
exertions of power which an infatuated monarch ever attempted. 
On the l6th of July, 1688, this primate recommended a set of 
articles to the bishops within his metropolitan iurisdiction, incuU 
catinff residence and attention to parocnial duties ; but especially, 
that Uie clergy should take heed of Romish emissaries, who, like 
the old serpent, insidiautur calcaneo, and besiege the beds of dying 
persons to unsettle their faith. He also recommended a tender re^ 
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ganl to their '' brethren^ the proteatant dioenten,'* and an umin 
with them against the diurcn of Rome. At the Revoludoiiy dtt 
archbishop was one of those privy counsellors who invited the 
Prince of Orange to take charge of the government ; but as hii 
principles did not permit him to accede to m^ step for remuvin 
King James from the tibrone, he declined sitting m the Conmw 
tion of the Estates. In conformity to the same prindples^ he ie> 
fused to take the oaths of allegiance to the Revolution govon- 
ment ; and was, in consequence, first suspended^ and finally de- 
prived of his dignity, in which he was succeeded by the Cuaau 
Tillotson. He was regarded by the hi^h-church ^arty as a ood* 
fessor, if not a martyr, for the doctrme of passive obedienee. 
Sancroft died in 1693. 

Note XXXV. 

JVith him the Sagan of Jerusalem^ 

Of hospitable soul, and noble «fem.-^P. 243. 

Compton, Bishop of London, was youngest son of the late, and 
brother to the then Earl of Northampton. He had been a soldior 
until he was thirty and upwards^ when he exchanged the swocd 
for the gown. He is said by Burnet to have been a great hater 
qf Popery, and exact in performing the duties of his diooese ; but 
unlearned, weak, and wilfuL He was a high-churchman, sod 
held some reputation in the party, from his personal rank, and 
the dignity of his situation. In other respects, the bishop seemi 
to have been good-tempered and hospitable, but much at the 
devotion of the Earl of Danby, who had early assisted him with 
his patronage. Although the Duke of York hated Compton, yet 
the charge of the education of the Princesses Mary and Anse 
devolved upon him. In the reign of James II., he distinguished 
himself in the House of Peers, by a severe rebuff to the insolaice 
of Jefferies, the Chancellor. Soon after, the Bishop waa cited 
before the illegal court, called the Ecclesiastical Commission, to 
answer for having refused to obey the king's command^ by nu- 
pending Sharpe, a clergyman, who had preached a sermon wisA 
Popery. He requested a copy of their commission; but Je&rie^ 
with his usual violence, told him, he might have it for a penny 
in any coffee-house, and he might believe, in the meanwhile, that 
they were not such fools as to sit there without an effectual one. 
After some delay, he was suspended from his function, until the 
news of the Prince of Orange's intended expedition, when his 
suspension was removed. The credit which the bishop acquired 
by this persecution, amounted to what Mulgrave called a " re- 
verential popularity, which," his lordship adds, *' he of all the 
bishops woidd have found it most difficult to have acquired 
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^ otherwise." This led to the Bishop of London playing vhat^ 
L considering his age and situation^ was rather a remarkable part 
ia the Revolution ; when Prince George of Denmark went over 
to the Prince of Orange^ and the princess, his wife, afterwards 
Queen Anne, either fearing the resentment of her father, or de- 
termined by the councils of Lady Churchill, (afterwards the 
fiooaous Duchess of Marlborough,) resolved to leave Whitehall, 
and abandon her father's party. The bishop acted as her escort 
on this occasion ; and, the time and circumstances reviving his 
military habits, he rode before her coach to Northampton, with 
pistols at his saddle, and a drawn sword in his hand. It may 
easily be believed, that Dryden did not greatly approve of this 
last exploit of his hospitable and noble Sagan ; and he has left a 
pretty strong testimony of his latter opinion, if the verses called 
*• Smtm Cuique" are really written by him : 

I should admit the booted prekte now. 

But he is even for lampoon too low ; 

The scum and outcast of a royal race. 

The nation's grievancCf and the gown's disgrace.. 

None so unlearn'd did e'er at London sit ; 

This driveller does the holy chair b • 

I need not brand the spiritual parricide. 
Nor draw the weapon dangling by his side ; 
The astonish'd world remembers that offence. 
And knows he stole the daughter of his prince. 
'Tis time enough, in some succeeding age, 
To bring this mitred captain on the stage. 

Note XXXVL 

Him of the western dome, whose wetgJdy sense 
Flaws inJU 'words, and heavenly eloquefice.^^F. 245. 

Dolben, Bishop of Rochester, and Dean of Westminster, had 
borne arms in his youth for Charles L, who made him a major. 
He was, according to Burnet, an excellent preacher, but a man 
of more spirit than discretion, and imprudent in his behaviour. 
He is unanimously allowed to have been a good-natured easy 
man, of most amiable manners. In l683, he was promoted to 
the see of York, and made a very good archbishop. Dolben died 

m l6s6» 
Settle attempts to droll upon the praises bestowed by Dryden 

on these three bishops, and assures us. 



Not David*s lyre could more his touch ob^ $ 
As their princes breathe and strike, they play* 
'Gainst royal will they never can dispute ; 
But, by a strange tarantula struck mute. 
Dance to no other tune but absolute : 



} 
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B«Bd«v they Ve mte of honour* and who knowi 
How far the graticude of piieit-craft goei ? 

And what if now, like old ElUha fed. 
To praiie the sooty bird that brou^t them bread, 
In pure acknowledgment, though m despite 
Ot max own sense, thej paint the rat en white ? 

Absakm Sador. 

XXXVII. 

Skarp-iudging Adridy the tnu^tjriend, 
Himmfa witi*e.— P. 24S. 

Adriel is the Earl of Mulgrave, afterwards Marmiis of Nomun- 
by and Duke of BuckiDfl^am. He was one of Diyoen's most early 
and effectual patrons. The '^ Essay upon Satire" was tlieir joint 
composition^ and Dryden inscribed to him his play of '* Anreng- 
Zebe." The praise bestowed by Dryden is, as usual^ discrimina- 
tinff and appropriate. Mulgrave exhibits his ** sharp judgment" 
in his " Essay on Poetry," which contains some ffood critical 
remarks ; but of his lordship's poetical talents we have spoken 
sufficient elsewhere.* His political principles were those of a 
staunch Tory, which he maintained through his whole life ; and 
was zealous for the royal prerogative, although he had no small 
reason to complain of Charles II., who, to avenge himself of Mul- 
grave, for a supposed attachment to the Princess Anne, sent him 
to Tangiers, at the head of some troops, in a leaky vessel, which 
it was supposed must have perished in the voyage. Though Mul- 
grave was apprized of the danger, he scorned to shun it ; and the 
Earl of Plymouth^ a favourite son of the king^ generously insisted 
upon sharing it along with him. This ungenerous attempt to de- 
stroy him, in the very act of performing his duty, with the refusal 
of a regiment, made a temporary change in Mulgrave's conduct 
He connected himself for a time with the country party ; f but he 



* See some particulars concerning this nobleman, VoL V. p. 174; and in tke 
introductory observations to the ** Essay on Satire.*' 

4- « A young Lord (Mulgrave,) newly come of age, owned lumself to bis 
majesty disobliged, because, after a voyage to Tangier, his great valour there, 
and spending his youth in tite king's service, (these were his own words to the 
king,) another was preferred to the command of the Lord Plymouth's regjmeDt- 
I cannot but commend this nobleman*s ingenuity, in owning the true cause, aD*^ 
not pretending, as others, conscience and public good for his motives. But I a<^ 
sorry he shoidd forget, not only the obligations of gratitude, which he is nnfl^^ 
for his bread, and for his honour, but also who says, * Appear not wise bef9^^ 
the king, and give not counsel unasked.' He has learning enough to understaT^ ^ 
the meaning of. In concilium non vocatus ne accesseris. It is to be hoped he m^^ 
repent, and with more years his wit may be turned into wisdom." SeasonaU^^ 
Address to Parliament. SoMias's Tracts, 
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-soonreturned t6 his original principdesy and condnued steadilj to 
mippjort the court daring the progress of the Exdusion Bili, and 
in .all the stormy debates of uie troubled period to which Dry- 
den's poem refers. Yet he evinced^ that he was not '' a skve of 
istate ;" ^r^ although James II. made him Lord High Chamber- 
lain, he withstood all the measures which that ill-advised prince 
adopted in behalf of the Catholic religion. He silenced a priest, 
who' was labouring for his conversion^ and had begun with the 
^QCtrine of transubstantiation^ by the famous repartee, that 
*' though he believed God made man^ he could not believe that 
man was quits by making God in return." Bat he stood gallant- 
ly by King James to the very last, and had the courage to insist 
tipon the council taking measures for the safety of that unfortupi 
nate monarch'^^ person, when^ aftier his first flighty he was seized 
fjj the sailors at Feversham* 

Dryden says, Adriel was adorned with the *^ honours torn firom 
fiis disobedient son ;" because, when Monmouth was deprived of 
the government of Hull and lieutenancy of Yorkshire^ the king 
ecmxerred them upon the Earl of Mulgrave. 

Note XXXVI n. 

Jotham of piercing tvii, andpre^ant thoughif 

Endued by nature, and by learning taught. 

To move assemblies, who but only tried 

The worse awhile, then chose the better side : 

Nor chose alone, but tum'd the balance too ; 

So much the weight of one brave man can do.'^Y. 243. 

!^Sir George Savillct Viscounty Earl, and at length Marquis of 
Hali&x, was the prime minister of Charles during the last 3rears 
of his reign. He was a man of fine genius and lively imagination ; 
Init 88 a politician, was guided rather by a desire to display the 
foil extent of artful and nice management of parties, than by any 
steady or consistent principle of his own. He was at the head of the 
small party called Trimmers, who affected a sort of neutrality be- 
tween the Whig and Tory factions, and were, of course, suspected 
and hated by both. He originally made a figinre in opposition to 
thecourt, particularly uponvie great debates concerning the Test, 
which he keenly opposed. He voted at first for the Bill of Ex- 
dusion ; and used the jocular argument against hereditary go- 
vemment, that no man would chuse a man to drive his carriage^ 
merely because his father had been a good coachman. But when 
that, great question came finally to be debated in the House of 
Lords^ on the 1 5th November, 1 680, Halifax had chanoed his opi- 
nion ; and he even conducted the opposition to thebul, and dis- 
play^ an extent of capacity and eloquence, equally astonishing to 

TOL. IX. U 
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friends and foes, and iRrbicfa, perhup; neirer wia siirpaaaed in tbit 
aasembly. Even Shaftesbury sunk odfore this venatue oratar; and 
there seems little doubt, that his eloquence bad a {preat effect i^ de- 
eiding the issue of that day'sfamous debatetby which the Exclusiofl 
Bill was thrown out for ever. The House of Commons was so modi 
incensed a^nstHalifiu, that they voted an addressforhia remofil 
from the lung's councils* Theking, however, found hisownadvan- 
tage in the fine and balancing policy of Halifax; and, &r firomcoo- 
senting to his disgrace, promoted him to the rank of Marquis, snd 
ofBcem Privy Seal, whicn was hardly more displeasing to the Whigs 
than to the Duke of York. To the overbearing measures of thu 
prince, Halifax was secretly a determined opponent: it was Us 
uniform object to detach Monmouth so far mm the violent cobd- 
cils and party of Shaftesbury, that the interest which he still le- 
taineil in the king's affections might be employed as a oonnter- 
balance to that of his brother. He prevailed upon the king to see 
Monmouth, after the discovery of the Rye-house Plot ; and, hsd 
the duke then proved more practicable, it is possible, that, back- 
ed with the interest of Halirax, he might have regained his phoe 
in the king's favour. Upon this occasion, the Duke of York wis 
not consulted, and made open show of his displeasure. Indeed 
, Halifax told Sir John Reresby, that the duke would never ftr- 
give him.* It is >ven said, that, immediately before the death of 
Charles, there was a scheme in agitation, under the management 
of Halifax, for recalling Monmouth, sending York to Scotland, 
calling a parliament, and totally changing the violent measures 
of the last two years.f If so, it was prevented by the king^s sud- 
den death, and left Halifax exposed to the resentment of his suc- 
cessor. For some time, James, in consideration of his great ser- 
vices during the dependence of the Bill of Exclusion, treated him 
with seeming confidence ; but finding him unwilling to go the 
lengths he proposed in religious matters, and particiuarly m the 
proposed repeal of the test acts, he was totalljr disgracecL After 
this period, the Marquis of Halifax engaged with those lords who 
invited over the Prince of Orange; and joined so cordially in the 
Revolution, that he was made Keeper of the Seals by King V^l- 
liam. He died in April 1695. 

Amidst the various political changes of this 
statesnum, it ought not to be forgotten, that, though he si^ed with 
the court during the last years of King Charles, his councils wer^s 
salutary checkon thearbitrarvmeasures urged by the Dukeof York; 
and that he probably merited the praise, which Dryden elsewhere 
bestows on nim, '< of preventing a civil war, and extinguishing 
a growing fire, which was just ready to have broken forth."j: 



Reresby 's Memoirs, p. 172. -f- Hume, VoL VIII, p. 209* 

See the Dedication to '• King Arthur/' Vol. VIII. p. 113. 



MOTES ON ABSALOM AMD ACHITOPHEL. 307 



Note XXXIX. 

Htuhai, the friend of David in distress ; 
In public storms, qfrnanly stedfastness ; 
By foreign treaties he iiiforma his youth, 
Andjoin'd experience to his native truth.^^V. 244. 

. Laurence Hyde^ second son to the great Earl of Clarendon^ 
created Earl of Rochester by Charles if. Even after his father's 
&S1, he contrived to retain the confidence of Charles^ and in 1676 
was employed on an embassy to Poland. He was also one of the 
plenipotentiaries at the treaty of Nimeguen^ and for some time 
ambassador in Holland; to which diplomatic situations Dryden 
alludes in the text. He was named one of the commissioners of 
the treasury in ] 679^ i^nd had very considerable influence, by 
which the poet reaped some advantage ; for notwithstanding the 
exhausted state of the exchequer, he acknowledges, that, con- 
trary to the famous comparison of Cowley, Gideon's fleece had 
been moistened, when all the ground around was parched. Ro- 
chester was a steady opposer of the Bill of Exclusion, for which, 
in 1(581^ he was voted a public enemy by the House of Com- 
mons. Indeed, that measure must have materially afiected the 
interests of the Duke of York's daughters, to whom Rochester 
stood in the relation of maternal uncle. For the same reason, as 
well as from political principle, he as keenly withstood the Duke 
of Monmouth's pretensions ; for which he is stigmatized by Set- 
de^ in lines of which the following is a specimen : 

Of these, than subtile Caleb none more great ; 
Caleb, iHio shines where his lost father set. 



Caleb, who does that hardy pilot make, 

Steering in that hereditary track. 

Blind to the sea-mark of a father*s wrack. 



Notwithstanding the compliments bestowed by Dryden on 
Rochester for his management of the exchequer, he was, when 
in the high situation of Lord Treasurer, l6S2, accused of pecu- 
lation by his rival Halifax, who so far prevailed, that Rochester 
was removed to the more honourable but less important office, 
of President of the Council ; on which occasion his witty adver- 
sary first applied the since well-known phrase, of " his lordship's 
being kicked uj) stairs." After the accession of Kinff James, Ro- 
chester was again made Lord Treasurer, but soon lost the staff, 
for his repugnance to enter into the violent measures of that mo- 
narch. He had consented to be present at a conference between 
some Catholic and Protestant divines, but treated the arguments 
of the former with a contempt whidi James could not forgive. 
At the Revolution he observed a sullen neutrality ; and, though 
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unde to Queen Mary, never heartily acquiesoed in her title to 
the crown, or reaped any henefit from its heing oocapied hy so 
near a relation. King William never could forgiye his once 
having passed through the Low Countries without waitk^ upon 

He was a particular patron of Dryden, who inscribed to him 
the ** Duke of Guise" and " Cleomenes/' with expressions «f 
great gratitude and respect See VoL VII. p. 13. VoL VIIL 

p. igi. 

Note XL. 

Indulge one labour more, my weary muse. 

For Amid ; tvho can Amid s praise rrfuse 9 

Of ancient race by birth, but nobler yet 

In his ofvn worth, and without title great .* 

Yhe Sanhedrim Ions time as chief he ruled. 

Their reason guidea, and their passion coo^d.^-'^'P, 244. 

Edward Seymour, afterward Sir Edward Seymour, Bart, was 
descended o^ the elder branch of the illustrious family of that 
name, and was ancestor of the present Duke of Somerset He is 
aaid to have attached great importance to his high birth^ and to 
have been esteemed the proudest commoner in England. He ww 
speaker of the House of Commons under the Earl of Danby's ad- 
ministration ; a post which he filled with a mixture of dexterity 
and dignity^ Burnet says, he knew the House and every man i^ 
it so well^ that at one glance he could tell the fate of ^eyery m»> 
tion. This he used as a means of serving the court ; contriving 
usually to protract the debate ivhen their party were not assem- 
bled in strength. It was alleged by his enemies, that he was the 
channel through which gratuities were distributed to the court 
members ; which charge is grossly urged in Settie's poem called 
'' Absalom Senior/' * These charges seem to be exaggerated; 



* Next Jonas stands, Inin-iaced but dudcen'SOuTd, 
Who once the silver Sanhedrim controul*d. 
Their gold-tipped tongue ; gold liis -great couiic9*'S bswd, 
Till by succeeding Sanhedrims outlaw*d. 
He was pret'errM to guard the sacred store. 
There lordly rolling in whole mines jof ore ; 
To dicing lords a cully favourite. 
He prostitutes whole cargoes in a night. 
Then to the top of his anobition come, 
Fills all his sayls for hopeful Absalom ; 
For his religion's as the reason calls, 
God's in possession, in reversion Baal's i 
He bears himself a dove to mortal race, 
And though not man, he can look heaven i* th^ face. 
N^ver was compound of more different stuff, 
A heart in lambskin, and a conscience haSu 
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at least it is certain, tfaat Se3nxiour's conduct as speaker was not 
Hniformly^ or servilely, guided by devotion to the court ; and 
that he was acceptable to tiie Commons, for the Parliament, in 
16799 chose him speaker anew, in opposition to Mr Meres, who* 
was proposed by the court party. But when Seym our was next day 
presented' as speaker to the king, he refused to receive hijn as 
sudi, and said, he had indispensable occasion for his services in 
aQOtber capacity. At this time the crown claimed a voice in the 
nomination of die speaker, and the dispute became very warm,, 
till it was^ terminated by the king conceding^ that the right of 
Section was in the house, upon their passing from the election of 
Mr Seymour, and chusing^Mr Serjeant Gregory. He was after- 
wards made Treasurer of the Navy, and was in that office in 1^80,. 
when an impeachment was moved against him fibr corruption and 
mal-administratioD. But the House of Lords repelled the im- 
peachment ; which seems only to have been founded in party 
daaoour* In the following year he was voted a public enemy, 
lor oppo6Uig;tiie Bill of delusion. In the slavish parliament 
of .Iwdi Seymour had the baldness to deliver a speech on th& 
irregularity of the elections, which had been much biassed by 
the: -crown; He- told the House, that many doubted whether 
tfaey were.t^e true- representatives of the people ; and that little 
jnatice was expected on petitions,, where too many were guilty 
to judge justly and impartially. He said, it concerned the House 
to look to this ; for, if the nation saw no equity was to be ex-> 
pected from them, they might take nreans to make the members 
suffer that justice which they would not grant* No one among- 
the astonished members had been aware of Seymour's intentions, 
to^none were prepared either to second or answer this bold ha- 
imiljBfae. This statesman was a friend to the Revolution ; he join- 
ed the Prince of Orange at Exeter, and was the first to propose 
liMrt an association should be signed, without which, he observed, 
the insurgents were as a rope of sand. On this occasion, the 
Prince, meaning a compliment, asked Seymour if he was not of 
the Duke of Somerset's family ? " No, please your royal high- 
ness," was the reply ; " the Duke is of mine." This gave the 
Prince the first idea of the conscious dignity of an English com- 
moner. William placed Devonsliire under his government. In 
the Parliament of 1700-1, Sir Edward Seymour was active in ile- 
tecting the corrupt practices of elections, and received the tlianks. 
of the House for having protected its constitution. 

Note XLL 

Thus, from his royal throne, by Jieaven inspired. 
The godlike David spoke, 4^c. — P. 245. 

Spence, on the authority of a priest whom he often met at Mr 
Pope's, has stated, that the king obliged Dryden to put his speech 

1 
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to the Oxford Parliament into verae^ and imert it at the close of 
'' Absalom and AchitopheL" Mr Malone has extracted the fiil- 
lowinff parallel passitfes^ which give some countenance to the 
tradition ; although Dryden is just as likely to have versified 
them of his own accord as by the royal command ; for thia speedi 
was the talisman by which he was to extricate David from all his 
difficulties.* 

'' The unwarrantable proceedings of the last House of Com* 
mons were the occasion of my partuig with the last parliament ; 
for I, who will never use arbitrary government myself^ am resolved 
not to suffer it in others. ----- I am unwilling to mentUNi nar- 
ticulars, because I am desirous to forget fiiults ; but whoever snail 
calmly consider what offers I have formerly made^ and what as- 
surances 1 made to the last Parliament^ ..«.»• and then shall 
reflect upon the strange unsuitable returns made to such propo* 
sitions by men who were called together to consuUf perhaps may 
wonder more that I had patience so long^ than that at last I grew 
weary of their proceedings. ----- I conclude with thia one ad* 
vice to you, that the rules and measures of all your votes ma^ 
be the known and established laws of the land^ wfaidi neither 
can nor ought to be departed from^ nor changed, but by actcf 
Parliament ; and I may the more reasonably require, that yoa 
make the laws of the land your rule, because I am resolve! they 
shall be mine/' 

Note XLIL 

The offenders question my forgiving right.^^'P. 245. 

In the case of the Earl of Danby, the king's power of giantiiig 
him a pardon was warmly disputed ; it being supposed, that the 
crown had no power to remit the penalty of hiffh treason* So 
fELT was this notion stretched, that, as we have iwready seen, fte 
sheriffs. Bethel and Cornish, contested, in the case of Lord Staf- 
ford, the king's right to exchange the statutory punishmait of 



* Otway attributes the same magic power to the king*8 speech. After aS&Bf^ 
on a painter to depict a tumultuous scene, he adds. 

But then let mighty Charles at distance stand. 
His crown upon his head, and sceptre in his hand, 
To send abroad his word ; or, with a frown. 
Repel and dash the aspiring rebels down. 
Unable to behold his dreaded ray, 
Let them grow blind, disperse, and reel away ; 
Let the dark fiends the troubled air forsake. 
And all new peaceful order seem to take. 

Windsor Casik. 
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hanging, drawing, and quartering, for that of beheading. The^ 
appfied by petition to the House of Commons to have their 
scruples removed, and, proh pudor ! received the countenance of 
Lora Russell in this brutal scruple. The king did not forget this 
circumstance when the writ was issued for Russell's execution : 
** He shall find," said Charles, in appointing the commutation of 
punishment, '^ that I have the privilege which he was pleased to 
ikny in the case of Lord Stafford." 

'Hie petitioners, mentioned immediately afterwards, are those 
who ouled upon the king b;j^ petition to summon the parliament. 
These applications were mghly dii^leasing to Charles, whose 
followers, to balance them, made equally violent addreases, ex- 
pressing their abhorrence df tumultuary petitions. Almost every 
eaanXj and town was tl^us divided into petitioners, and addressers, 
or abhorrers, as they were sometimes called. The former expe- 
rienced, on occasion of presenting their petitions, the royal firowns; 
while the latter .were m a very summary manner committed, by 
die House of Condons, to the custody of their serjeant. This 
aifoitrary course was ended by the refusal of one Stowel to submit 
to the arrest, which contempt the House were ^n to pass over, 
by voting that he was indisposed. 

Note XLIV. 

^ ikeir own arts 'tis r^hteously decreed, 
Those dire artificers of death shall bleed. 
Against themselves their witnesses will swear, 
2wZ, viper^like, their mother'^plot they tear.^^^. 247. 

This is rather an imprudent avowal of what was actually the 
policy of the court faction at this time. They contrived to turn 
against Shaftesbury and his party, many of those very witnesses 
by whom so many Catholics had been brought to execution. 
Dugdale, Turberville, Haynes, and Smith, all of whom had been 
witnesses of the plot, now came as readily forward to convict 
CoUedge, Howard, and Shaftesbury himself, of high treason. 
Sudi in£unous traffic ought to have deprived them of credit on 
all sides ; but it was the misfortune of the time, that, swear what 
tbey would one day, and the exact contrary on the next, they, 
on each occasion, found a party to countenance, believe, and 
jreward them. 



ABSALOM 



AND 



ACHITOPHEL. 



PART II. 



Si quis tamen hasc quoque, si quis 
Captus arnore legei. 



ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 



FART SECOND. 



The sensation produced in Loiidoh, and indeed throughout the 
nation^ by the first part of Absalom knd Achitophel/' was so deep 
and extended^ as never had been before occasioned by a similar 
performance. Neither was Dryden backward in pursuing the lite- 
nay victory which he had obtained over the Whigs. He punished 
" The Medal" upon the acquittal of the Earl of Shaftesbury^ and 
the rejoicings with which his party httd celebrated that memor- 
able event. He even stooped to inferior game, and avenged him- 
self of Shadwell's reputed attacks upon his Hterary reputation, 
his political principles, and his mond character, by the publi- 
cation of '^ Mac-Flecnoe," one of the most severe satires m the 
English language. Yet, according to the opinion of the royal 
party^ more stiU remained to be cbne. The heads of Shaftes* 
bury's faction had been held up to hatred, or ridicule, in '^ Absa- 
lom and Achitophel ;" his own life had been more dosely scru- 
tinLeed, and his failings and crimes exposed more specifically 
m •* The Medal ;" but something, they conceived, was wanting, 
to silence and crush the underling writers and agitators of the 
party, and Dryden's assistance was again invoked for this pur- 
pose, as well as to celebrate some of the king's supporters and 
&vourites, who were necessarily omitted in the original poem. 
But Dryden, being unwilling again to undertake a task upon 
which he had repeatedly laboured, deputed Nahum Tate to be 
his aaristant in a second part of '^ Absalom and Achitophel ;*' 
reserving for himself only the execution of certain particular cha- 
racters, and the general plan and revisal of the poem. 

Of Tate, honoured witn so high a trust by our great poet, bio- 
graphers have preserved but a very imperfect memorial. He was 
the son of Dr Faithful Tate or Teat, was bom in Ireland, and 
educated at Trinity College, Dublin. He wrote, or rather new- 
modelled and translated, nine plays, of which, his alteration of 
King Lear still keeps the stage, in defiance of its gross departure 
ftom Shakespeare's plot and moral. During the reign of Charles 
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and his successor, Tate was a keen Tory, as may be easily guess- 
ed from Dryden's employing him in the honourable task of wri- 
ting a second part to nis admirable satire ; yet upon Shadwell's 
death, he was made poet lanreat to King William, and retained 
that office till his own decease. His talent for poetry amounted 
to cold mediocrity ; had he been a man of fortune, it would have 
raised him to the rank of an easy sonnet writer, or a person of 
wit and honour about town. As he was very poor, it is no dis- 
grace to his muse, that she left him in that indigence from which 
far more distinguished poetical merit has been unable to raise 
those who possessed it. Tate died in the Mint, where he had 
taken refuge from his creditors, on the l2th of August, 1715. 
He had long been in extreme want, having owed almost his sole 
subsistence to the patronage or charity of the Earl of Dorset 
HxB poetry is multi&rious ; but consists chiefly of^ pieces upon 
occasional, subjects, written to supply the immediiite w:aBt8 of '^ 
author. The Psalms, €>£ which he executed a translatieB,' in 
conjunction with Dr Brady, are still used in the diurch oi £^- 
land, AltJiough, in the opinion' of many persons^ they are io&- 
rioF to- the old version.* ',:, 

■ The following continuation of ''^ Absalom and Achitophd," 
owes all its spirit to the touches and additions of the author of 
the first part Those lines^ to the number of two hundred, be- 
ginning. 

Next these a troop of busy spirits press ; 
and concluding,. 

To talk like Doeg, and to write Ckc thee, 
are entirely composed by Dry den, and contain some of the most 



* The ridieule attached to the translation by Sternhold aod Hopkins is pro* 
verbial ; yet there is at least little pretension in that despised version, and it giva 
us, in a homely old-fashioned metre and diction, the sense of the Hebrew authors. 
But, in Tate and Brady, there is a vain attempt to grace the inspired' songs with 
the incongruous ornaments of modern taste. On the whole, it is ^eiiiaps impos- 
sible to transfuse the beauties of oriental poetry into a metrical translation, h is 
remarkable, that, in this very pOem, Dryden uses these translatioAs to ejqpress 
nearly the lowest of all poetry. He calls the Whig poets» 

Poor slaves, in metre dull and addle-pated. 

Who rhyme below even David's Psahns tran^ted. 

This was an odd prophetic denunciation, concerning what was doomed to be 
the principal work of his assistant. Tate and Brady, however, did not undertake 
their task till after the Revolution. 
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masterly strokes of bis pen. The portrtdtsof Doegahd.Og* un- 
der which names he stigmatiKed his personal antagonists^ Settle 
and Shadwell^ are executed with a strength of satirical colouring, 
unmatched in the English language. When we consider that 
Dryden had already, and very lately, made Shad well the subject 
of an entire independent satire, it seems wonderful* with what 
ease he has executed a separate, and even more striking, carica* 
ture of his adversary, without repeating an idea or expressioa 
which he had used in '^ Mac^Flecnoe." 'rhia is, indeecl, parlJy 
0¥ring to the dexterous division of' his subject, as well as to the 
rich fertility of his vein of satire. For^ after apparently exhaust- 
ing upon bis enemy all the opprobrium and contempt wiUi which 
a Mterary character tsould be loaded, he seized this second occa^ 
sion to brand and blacken his political and moral principles, and 
to exag^eraite his former charges of dulness, by combining it with 
those of sedition, profaneness, and immorality. The characters 
of Ben^knihan^n, Judas, Phaleg, &c. are all drawn with the same 
spirit and vivacity ; and, on Che whole, these lines are equal to 
any of the kind which our author ever wrote. 

Had Dryden limited his assistance to furnishing this fragment, 
he would rather have injured than served his coadjutor, since it 
irould have shone like a lamp in a dungeon, only to stiew the 
dreary waste in which it was inclosed. To prevent Tate from suf- 
fering too much by comparison, Dryden has obviously contribu- 
ted much to the poem at large. Still, though Tate's lines have 
doubtless been weeded of much that would at once have ascer- 
tained their origin, our author's own couplet might have been ad- 
dressed to Nahum on the assistance lent hinu Dryden's spirit is 



-so trans&isecU as oil and waters flow ; 



IHs always floats above, thiDe sinks below. 

Much of the character of Corah, for example, is unquestion- 
ably Dryden's ; so probably is that of Arod, and the verses gene- 
rally descriptive of the Green-ribbon Club, which precede it. 
Such pungent satire is easily distinguished from the smooth insi- 
pid flow of other parts, in which Dryden's corrections probably 
left nothing for censure, and which Tate was unable to qualify 
with any thing entitled to praise. The character of Michal, of 
Dryden as Asaph, and some of the encomiastic passages, seem 
to shew the extent of Tate's powers, when unsupported by the 
vivifying assistance of his powerful auxiliary. They are just 
decently versified, but flat, common-place, and uninteresting. 

The second part of *' Absalom and Achitophel" shared the 
fisite of most continuations, and did not attain the popularity of 
the originaL This was not entirely owing to the general infe- 
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riority of the poetry; for there was enough of personal aatire^ and 
that immediately lowing from the keen pen of Dryden^ to secure 
the attention both of firiends and foes ; but the parallel between 
the heroes of Scripture and the characters of the day, however 
striking at first, did not bear to be too long protracted. When 
the original comparison was made, its aptness at once pleased 
the imagination, and arrested the attention ; but when prolonged 
in a second part, readers b^^ to see there was little wit in con- 
tinuing to draw out the allusion, till it consisted in nothing more 
than the invention of a Jewish name for a British author or 
statesman ; the attempt at finding prototypes in Scripture for 
every modem character being necessarily abandoned. Besides, 
those who took it upon them to answer Dr3rden, had in general 
inade use of the vehicle of satire which he liad invented ; and u, 
in the eyes of the public, the theme became stale and tarnished by 
repetition, his antagonists did him that injury by their stupidity, 
which their wit was unable to accomplish. Add to all diis, that 
whole lines, and even longer passages, not to mention images and 
sentiments, are by Tate, in his povert|r of ideas, transferred ham 
the first ^oaxt of the satire to the second ; f and we must allow, 
that the latter is deficient in the captivating grace of novelty.^ 
The second part of " Absalom and Achitopnel" appeared about 
November lOtn, l682, in folio. Tonson is the puiuiidier. 



-|* Part of Achitophers speech to Absalom, beginning, 

The crown*8 true heir, a prince severe and wise, 
is copied verbatim from the first part ; and whole lines in many other places. 
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Since men, fikebeasts, each other's prey were made. 
Since trdide began, and priesthood grew a trade, 
Since realmswereformed,none, sure, so curst as those. 
That madly their own happiness oppose ; 
There heaven itself, and godlike kings, in vain 
Shower down the manna of a gentle reign ; 
While pampered crowds to mad sedition run. 
And monarchs by indulgence are undone. 
Thus David's clemency was* fatal grown. 
While wealthy faction awed the wanting throne : 
For now theiir sovereign's orders to contemn. 
Was held the charter of Jerusalem : 
His rights to invade, his tributes to refuse, 
A privilege peculiar to the Jew6 ; 
As if from heavenly call this licence fell. 
And Jacob's seed were chosen to rebel ! 

Adiitophel, with triumph, sees his crimes 
Thus suited to the madness of the times ; 



* First edit. Goodness fvai e'en. 
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And Absalom, to make his hopes succeed^ 
Of flattering* charms no longer stands in need ; 
While fond of change, though ne'er so dearly bought, 
Our tribes outstrip the youth'5 ambitious thought; 
His swiftest hopes with swifter homage meet, 
And crowd their servile necks beneath his feet 
Thus to his aid while pressing tides repair. 
He mounts, and spreads his streamers in the air. 
The charms of empire might his youth mislead. 
But what can our besotted Israel plead ? 
Sway'd by the monarch, whose serene command 
Seems half the blessing of our Promised Land ; 
Whose only grievance is excess of ease. 
Freedom our pain, and plenty our disease ! 
Yet as all folly would lay claim to sense. 
And wickedness ne'^r wanted a pretence^ 
Witlh -arguments they'd n^ke their treason good,' 
And righteous David's self with slanders load : 
That arts of foreign sway he did affect. 
And guilty Jebusitesf from law protect. 
Whose very chiefs, convict, were never freed^ 
Nay we have seen their sacrifices bleed I 
Accusers' infamy is urged in vain, 
AVhile in the bounds of sense they did contain; 
But soon they launcht into the unfathom*d tide, 
And in the depths they knew disdain'd to ride; 
For probable discoveries to dispense. 
Was thought below a pensioned evidence ; 
IVIere truth was dull, nor suited with the port 
Of paniper'd Corah,:}: when advanced to court 
No less than wonders now they will impose. 
And projects void of grace or sense disclose. 



* First edit Flatterie's. t Catholics. Note I. 

^: Titus Oates. See Note II. 
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Such was the charge on pious Michal* brought ; 
Michal, that ne'er was cruel even in thought ; 
The best of queens, and most obedient wife, 
Irapeach'd of curst designs on David's life ! 
His life, the theme of her eternal prayer, 
*Tis scarce so much his guardian angel's care. 
Not summer moms such mildness can disclosei, 
The Hermon lily, nor the Sharon rose. 
Neglecting each vain pomp of majesty. 
Transported Michal feeds her thoughts on high. 
She lives with angels, and, as angels do. 
Quits heaven sometimes to bless the world below ; 
Where, cherish'd by her bounteous plenteous spring. 
Reviving widows smile, and orphans sing. 
Oh ! when rebellious Israel's crimes at height. 
Are threaten'd with her Lord's approaching fate," 
The piety of Michal then remain 
In heaven's remembrance, and prolong his reign ! 

Less desolation did the pest pursue. 
That from Dan's limits to Beersheba slew r+ 
Less fatal the repeated wars X)f Tyre, :|: . 
And less Jerusalem's avenging fire. J 
With gentler terror these our state o'er-ran. 
Than since our evidencing days began ! 
On every cheek a pale confusion sat. 
Continued fear beyond the worst of fate ! 
Trust was no more, art, science, useless made. 
All occupations lost but Corah's trade. 
Meanwhile a guard on modest Corah wait. 
If not for safety, needful yet for state. || 
Well might he deem each peer and prince his slave. 
And lord it o'er the tribes which he could save : ' 



* The queen^ accused by Oates of being enp:age<i in the con<« 
spiracy against the king's life. See note XXXI. on Part I. 
t ne great Plague. % The Dutch wars. 

$ The Fire of London. || See note II. as above. 

VOL. IX. X 
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Even vice in him^was virti/e — ^what sad fate, . 
But for his honesty, had seized our state ? 
And with what tyranny had we been curst. 
Had Corah never proved a villain first ? 
To have told his knowledge of the intrigue in gross, 
Had been, alas, to our deponent's loss :* 
The travell'd Levite had the experience got. 
To husband well, and make the best ofs plot ; 
And therefore, like an evidence of skill. 
With wise reserves secured his pension still ; 
Nor quite of future power himself bereft. 
But limbos large for unbelievers left. 
And now his writ such reverence had got, 
'Twas worse than plotting to suspect his plot : 
Some were so well convinced, they made no doubt 
Themselves to help the founder'd swearers out; 
Some had their sense imposed on by their fear. 
But more for interest sake believe and swear : . 
Even to that height with some the phrenzy grew, 
They raged to find their danger not prove true. 

Yet, than all these a viler crew remain. 
Who with Achibophel the cry maintain ; 
Not urged by fear, nor through misguided sense, 
(Blind zeal and starving need had some pretence,) 
But for the good old cause, that did excite 
The original rebel's wiles, — revenge, and spite. 
These raise the plot, to have the scandal thrown 
Upon the bright successor of the crown, 
Whose virtue with such wrongs they had pursued, 
As seem'd all hope of pardon to exclude. 
Thus, while on private ends their zeal is built, 
The cheated crowd applaud and share their guilt. 

Such practices as these, too gross to lie 
Long unobserved by each discerning eye. 
The more judicious Israelites unspell'd. 
Though still the charm the giddy rabble held ; 
Even Absalom, amidst the dazzling beams 
Of empire, and ambition's flattering dreams, 

" iM ^^ ■■■■)■ m^ I ■■ ■ . m - — ■ III ■ ■ I Mill ^ .w,!, ■ ^^ii^«ii*i — ^-^-^^^^g^^" 

» Note III. 
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Perceives the plot, too foul to be excused. 
To aid designs, no less pernicious, used ;* 
And, filial sense yet striving in his breast. 
Thus to Achitophel his doubts exprest. 

Why are my thoughts upon a crown employ'd. 
Which, once obtain'd, can be but half enjoy'd ? 
Not so when virtue did my arms require. 
And to my father's wars I flew entire. 
My regal power how will my foes resent. 
When I myself have scarce my own consent ? 
Give me a son's unblemish'd truth again. 
Or quench the sparks of duty that remain. 
How slight to force a throne that legions guard. 
The task to me ; to prove unjust, how hard ! 
And if the imagined guilt thus wound my thought. 
What will it, when the tragic scene is wrought ? 
Dire war must first be conjured from below. 
The realm we'd rule we first must overthrow ; 
And when the civil furies are on wing, ^ 

That blind and undistinguish'd slaughters fling, [ 
Who knows what impious chance may reach the C 
king? -^ 

Oh ! rather let me perish in the strife, 
Than have my crown the price of David's life ! 
Or, if the tempest of the war he stand. 
In peace, some vile officious villain's hand 
His soul's anointed temple may invade. 
Or, prest by clamorous crowds, myself be made 
His murtherer ; rebellious crowds, whose guilt 
Shall dread his vengeance till .his blood be spilt ; 
Which if my filial tenderness oppose. 
Since to the empire by their arms I rose. 
Those very arms on me shall be employ'd, 
A new usurper crown'd, and I destroy'd : 



♦ Note IV. 
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The same pretence of public good will hold. 

And new Achitophels be found as bold 

To urge the needful change, — ^perhaps the old 

He said. The statesman with a smile replies, 
A smile that did his rising spleen disguise : — 
My thoughts presumed our labours at an end, 
And are we still with conscience to contend ? 
Whose want in kings as needful is allow'd. 
As 'tis for them to find it in the crowd. 
Far in the doubtful passage you are gone, v 

And only can be safe by pressing on. 
The crown's true heir, a prince severe and wise. 
Has view'd your motions long with jealous eyes; 
Your person's charms, your more prevailing arts, 
And mark'd your progress in the people's hearts, 
Whose patience is the effect of stinted power. 
But treasures vengeance for the fatal hour ; 
And if remote the peril he can bring, 
Your present danger's greater from the king. 
Let not a parent's name deceive your sense, 
Nor trust the fiither in a jealous prince ! 
Your trivial faults if he could so resent. 
To doom you little less than banishment. 
What rage must your presumption since inspire? 
Against his orders your return from Tyre ; * 
Nor only so, but with a pomp more high. 
And open court of popularity. 
The factious tribes — And this reproof from thee? 
The prince replies, — O statesman's winding skill! 
They first condemn, that first advised the ill.— 
Illustrious youth, retum'd Achitophel, 
Misconstrue not the words that mean you well. 



* Alluding to the Duke of Monmouth's return from Holland 
ivithout the king's license. See vol. Vill. p. 7- 
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The course you steer I worthy blame conclude. 
But 'tis because you leave it unpursued. 
A monarch's crown with fate surrounded lies ; 
Who reach, lay hold on death that miss the prize. 
Did you for this expose yourself to show, 
And to the crowd Dow popularly low ; 
For this your glorious progress next ordain. 
With chariots, horsemen, and a numerous train ; 
With fame before you like the morning star. 
And shouts of joy saluting from afar ? 
Oh, from the heights you've reach'd but take a view. 
Scarce leading Lucifer could fall like you ! 
And must I here my shipwreck'd arts bemoan ? 
Have I for this so oft made Israel groan ? 
Your single interest with the nation weigh'd. 
And tum'd the scale where your desires were laid ? 
£ven when at helm a course so dangerous moved 
I To land your hopes, as my removal proved.* 
I not dispute, the royal youth replies. 
The known perfection of your policies. 
Nor in Achitophel yet grudge or blame 
The privilege that statesmen ever claim ; 
Who private interest never yet pursued, ' 

But sftill pretended 'twas for others' good : 
What politician yet e'er 'scaped his fate. 
Who saving his own neck not saved the state ? 
From hence on every humourous wind that veer'd. 
With shifted sails a several course you steer'd. 
What from a sway did David e'er pursue. 
That seem'd like absolute, but sprung from you ? 
Who at your instance (juash'd each penal law. 
That kept dissenting factious Jews in awe ; 



* Note v. 
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And who suspends fixt laws, may abrogate, 

That done, form new, and so enslave the state.* 

Even property, whose champion now you stand, 

And seem for this the idol of the land, 

Did ne'er sustain such violence before. 

As when your counsel shut the royal store ; 

Advice, that ruin to whole tribes procured. 

But secret kept till your own banks secured. 

Recount with this the triple covenant broke. 

And Israel fitted for a foreign yoke ; 

Nor here your counsels fatal progress staid. 

But sent our levied powers to Pharaoh's aid. 

Hence Tyre and Israel, low in ruins laid. 

And Egypt, once their scorn, their common terror 

made. 
Even yet of such a season can we dream. 
When royal rights you made your darling theme; 
For power unlimited could reasons draw. 
And place prerogative above the law ; 
AVhich on your fall from office grew unjust, 
The laws made king, the king a slave in trust ; 
Whom with state craft, to interest only true, 
You now accuse of ills contrived by you. 

To this hell's agent : — Royal youth, fix here ; 
Let interest be the star by which you steer. 
Hence, to repose your trust in me was wise. 
Whose interest most in your advancement lies ; 
A tie so firm as always will avail, 
When friendship, nature, and religion fail. 



* The Earl of Shaftesbury was at the head of the Cabal, which 
advised the measures of repealing the test, of shutting the Exche- 
quer, of breaking the triple alliance, and uniting with France, to 
the destiiiction of Holland. See the Earl of Ossory's spirited 
speech against him, p. 297- 
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On our's the safety of the crowd depends. 
Secure the crowd, and we obtain our ends ; 
Whom I will cause so far our guilt to share. 
Till they are made our champions by their fear. 
What opposition can your rival bring. 
While sanhedrims* are jealous of the king ? 
His strength as yet in David's friendship lies, 
And what can David's self without supplies ? 
Who with exclusive bills must now dispense. 
Debar the heir, or starve in his defence ; 
Conditions which our elders ne'er will quit. 
And David's justice never can admit. 
Or, forced by wants his brother to betray. 
To your ambition next he clears the way ; 
For if succession once to nought they bring. 
Their next advance removes the present king : 
Persisting else his senates to dissolve. 
In equal hazard shall his reign involve. 
Our tribes, whom Pharaoh's power so much alarms. 
Shall rise without their prince to oppose his arms. 
Nor boots it on what cause at first they join ; 
Their troops, once up, are tools for our design. 
At least such subtle covenants shall be made. 
Till peace itself is war in masquerade. 
Associations of mysterious sense. 
Against, but seeming for, the king's defence,* 
Even on their courts of justice fetters draw. 
And from our agents muzzle up their law. 
By which a conquest if we fail to make, 
*Tis a drawn game at worst, and we secure our stake. 

He said, and for the dire success depends 
On various sects, by common guilt made friends ; 



♦ Parliaments. 

t See the Introduction to the ** M^dal," for Sliaftesbury's pro- 
posed Association. 
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AVhose heads, though ne'er so differing in their creed, 

I' th' point of treason yet were well agreed. 

Amongst these, extorting Ishban * first appears, 

Pursued by a meagre troop of bankrupt heirs. 

Blest times, when Ishban, he whose occupation 

So long has been to cheat, reforms the nation ! 

Ishban, of conscience suited to his trade. 

As good a saint as usurer ever made. 

Yet Mammon has not so engrost him quite. 

But Belial lays as large a claim of spite ; 

Who, for those pardons from his prince he draws, 

Returns reproaches, and cries up the Cause. 

That year in which the city he did sway. 

He left rebellion in a hopeful way ; 

Yet his ambition once was found so bold, , 

To offer talents of extorted gold, 

(Could David's wants have so been bribed,) to shame 

And scandalize our peerage with his name ; 

For which, his dear sedition he'd forswear, 

And e'en turn loyal, to be made a peer. 

Next him, let railing Rabshakeh have f place, 

So full of zeal he has no need of grace ; 

A saint that can both flesh and spirit use. 

Alike haunt conventicles and the stews ; 

Of whom the question difficult appears. 

If most i' th' preacher's or the bawd's arrears. 

What caution could appear too much in him. 

That keeps the treasure of Jerusalem ! 

Let David's brother but approach the towrf. 

Double our guards, he cries, we are undone ! j: 

Protesting that he dares not sleep in's bed. 

Lest he should rise next morn without his head. 



* Sir Robert Clayton. See Note VI. 

f Sir Thomas Player, chamberlain of London* See Note VII. 

X Note VIII. 
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* **Next these, a troop of busy spirits press. 
Of little fortunes, and of conscience less ; 
With them the tribe, whose luxury had drain'd 
Their banks, in former sequestrations gain'd ; 
Who rich and great by past rebellions grew. 
And long to fish the troubled streams anew. 
Some, future hopes, some, present payment draws. 
To sell their conscience and espouse the cause. 
Such stipends those vile hirelings best befit. 
Priests without grace, and poets without wit. 
Shall that false Hebronite escape our curse, 
Judas,f that keeps the rebels' pension-purse ; 
Judas, that pays the treason-writer's fee, 
Judas, that well deserves his namesake's tree ; 
Who at Jerusalem's own gates erects 
His college for a nursery of sects ; 
Young prophets with an early care secures. 
And with the dung of his own arts manures ! 
What have the men of Hebron :j: here to do ? 
What part in Israel's promised land have you ? 
Here Phaleg,^ the lay-Hebronite, is come, * 
'Cause like the rest he could not live at home ; 
Who from his own possessions could not drain 
An omer even of Hebronitish grain, 
Here struts it like a patriot, and talks high 
Of injured subjects, alter'd property ; 
An emblem of that buzzing insect just. 
That mounts the wheel, and thinks she raises dust. 
Can dry bones live ? or skeletons produce 
The vital warmth of ciickoldizing juice ? 
Slim Phaleg could, and, at the taWe fed. 
Returned the grateful product to the bed. 



♦ \S(liat follows is entirely written by Dryden, down to die con- 
elusion of die character of Off. 

+ Robert Fer^^uson. See Note IX* J Scotland. 

§ Forbes. Set note X. 
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A waiting-man to travelling nobles chose. 

He his own laws would saucily impose^ 

'Till bastinado'd back again he went. 

To learn those manners he to teach was sent. 

Chastized he ought to have retreated home. 

But he reads politics to Absalom ; 

For never Hebronite, though kick'd and scorn'd. 

To his own country willingly return'd. 

— ^But, leaving famish'd Phaleg to be fed. 

And to talk treason for his daily bread. 

Let Hebron, nay let hell, produce a man 

So made for mischief as Ben Jochanan I* 

A Jew of humble parentage was he. 

By trade a Levite, though of low degree ; 

His pride no higher than the desk aspired. 

But for the drugery of priests was hired 

To read and pray in linen ephod brave. 

And pick up single shekels from the grave. 

Married at last, and finding charge come faster. 

He could not live by God, but changed his master; 

Inspired by want, was made a factious tool. 

They got a villain, and we lost a fool. 

Still violent, whatever cause he took. 

But most against the party he forsook. 

For renegadoes, who ne'er turn by halves. 

Are bound in conscience to be double knaves. 

So this prose-prophet took most monstrous pains. 

To let his masters see he earn'd his gains. 

But as the devil owes all his imps a shame. 

He chose the apostate f for his proper theme ; 

With little pains he made the picture true, 

And from reflection took the rogue he drew. 

A wondrous work, to prove the Jewish nation 

In every age a murmuring generation ; 

To trace them from their infancy of sinning. 

And shew them factious from their first beginning. 

■ ■■I ■'■ I HI III » III li^i— ■ 

* Mote XL t Julian the Apostate. 
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To prove they could rebel, and rail, and mock. 
Much to the credit of the chosen flock ; 
A strong authority which must convince, 
That saints own no allegiance to their prince ; 
As 'tis a leading-card to make a whore, 
To prove her mother had turn'd up before. 
But, tell me, did the drunken patriarch bless 
The son that shew'd his father's nakedness ? 
Such thanks the present church thy pen will give. 
Which proves rebellion was so primitive. 
Must ancient failings be examples made ? 
Then murtherers from Cain may learn their trade. 
As thou the heathen and the saint hast drawn, 
Methinks the apostate was the better man ; 
And thy hot father, waiving my respect, 
Not of a mother-church, but of a sect. 
And such he needs must be of thy inditing ; 
This comes of drinking asses milk and writing. 
If Balack * should be call'd to leave his place. 
As profit is the loudest call of grace, 
His temple, dispossess'd of one, would be 
Replenish'd with seven devils more by thee. 
Levi, thou art a load ; I'll lay thee down. 
And shew rebellion bare, without a gown ; 
Poor slaves in metre, dull and addlc-pated. 
Who rhime below even David's psalms translated. 
Some in my speedy pace I must out-run. 
As lame Mephibosheth, the wizard's son ;f 
To make quick way I'll leap o'er heavy blocks. 
Shun rotten Uzza if as I would the pox ; 
And hasten Og and Doeg to rehearse. 
Two fools that crutch their feeble sense on verse ; 
Who by my muse to all succeeding times 
Shall live, in spite of their own doggrel rhimes. 

* Baroet. See note XII. f Fordage, See note XIII. 
^HaU. See note XIV. 
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Doeg,* though without knowing how or why, 
Made still a blundering kind of melody ; 
Spurred boldly on, and dash'd through {hick and thin. 
Through sense and nonsense, never out nor in-; 
Free from all meaning, whether good or bad. 
And, in one word, heroically mad. 
He was too warm on picking- work to dwell. 
But faggoted his notions as they fell. 
And, if they rhimed and rattled, all was well. 
Spiteful he is not, though he wrote a satire. 
For still there goes some thinking to ilLnature ; 
He needs no more than birds and beasts to think, 
All his occasions are to eat and drink. 
If he call rogue and rascal from a garret. 
He means you no more mischief than a parrot ; 
The words for friend and foe alike were made. 
To fetter them in verse is all his trade. 
For almonds he'll cry whore to his own mother. 
And call young Absalom King David's brother.f 
Let him be gallows-free by his consent. 
And nothing suffer since he nothing meant ; 
Hanging supposes human soul and reason. 
This animal's below committing treason ; 
Shall he be hang'd who never could rebel ? 
That's a preferment for Achitophel. 
.The woman, that committed buggary. 
Was rightly sentenced by the law to die ; 
But 'twas hard fate that to the gallows led 
The dog, that never heard the statute read.| 
Railing in other men may be a crime. 
But ought to pass for mere instinct in him ; 



* Settle. See Note XV. 

t In Settle's poem, he calls the Duke of York Absalonu For 
Ills apology, see Note XV. 

% There is a ballad on this loathsome story among the Bump 
Songs. 
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Instinct he follows and no farther knows, 
For, to write verse with him is to transprose ;* 
'Twa^ pity treason at his door to lay, 
WTio makes heaverCs gate a lock to its own key. 
Liet him rail on, let his invective muse 
Have four-and-twenty letters to abuse. 
Which if he jumbles to one line of sense. 
Indict him of a capital offence. 
In fire- works give him leave to vent his jspite. 
Those are the only serpents he can write ; 
The height of his ambition is, we know. 
But to be master of a puppet-show ; 
On that one stage his works may yet appear. 
And a month's harvest keeps him all the year. 
Now stop your noses, readers, all and some, 
For here's a tun of midnight-work to come, 
% Og from a treason-tavern rolling home. 
Round as a globe, and liquor'd every chink. 
Goodly and great he saUs behind his link. 
With all his bulk there's nothing lost in Og, 
For every inch that is not fool is rogue ; 
A monstrous mass of foul corrupted matter. 
As all the devils had spew'd to make the batter. 
When wine has given him courage to blaspheme. 
He curses God, but God before curst him ; 
And if man could have reason, none has more. 
That made his paunch so rich, and him so poor. 
With wealth he was not trusted, for heaven knew 
What 'twas of old to pamper up a Jew ; 



* Settle gave his poem^ in answer to Dryden, the title of ** Ab- 
salom Senior^ or Absalom and Achitophel transprosed" And the 
first verse runs thus : 

In gloomy times, when priestcraft bore the sway, 
And made heaven's gate a lock to tboii QWn kej. 

t Shadwell. See Note XVI. 
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To what would he on quail and pheasant swell. 

That even on tripe and carrion could rebel ? 

But though heaven niade him poor, with reverence 

speaking, 
He never was a poet of God's making ; 
The midwife laid her hand on his thick skull. 

With this prophetic blessing ^Be thou dull ; 

Drink, swear, and roar ; forbear no lewd delight 
Fit for thy bulk ; do any thing but write. 
Thou art of lasting make, like thoughtless men, 
A strong nativity — ^but for the pen ; 
Kat opium, mingle arsenic in thy drink. 
Still thou mayst live, avoiding pen and ink^ 
I see, 1 see, 'tis counsel given in vain. 
For treason, botch'd in rhyme, will be thy bane ; 
llhyme is the rock on which thou art to wreck, 
Tis fatal to thy fame and to thy neck. 
Why should thy metre good King David blast ? 
A psalm of his will surely be thy last. 
Darest thou presume in verse to meet thy foes. 
Thou, whom the penny pamphlet foil'd in prose? 
Doeg, whom God for mankind's mirth has made. 
O'er tops thy talent in thy very trade ; 
Doeg to thee, thy paintings are so coarse, 
A })oet is, though he's the poet's horse. 
A double noose thou on thy neck dost pull. 
For writing treason, and for writing dull ; 
To die for faction is a common evil. 
But to be hang'd for nonsense is the devil. 
Hadst thou the glories of thy king exprest. 
Thy praises had been satire at the best ; 
But thou in clumsy verse, unlickt, unpointed. 
Hast shamefully defied the Lord's anointed. 
I will not rake the dunghill of thy crimes. 
For who would read thy life that reads thy rhymes ? 
But of King David's foes, be this the doom. 
May all be like the voung man Absalom ; 

13 
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And, for my foes, may this their blessing be, 
To talk like Doeg, and to write like thee !" 

Achitophel each rank, degree and age. 
For various ends neglects not to engage; 
The wise and rich for purse and counsel brought, 
The fools and beggars, for their number sought ; 
Who yet not only on the town depends. 
For even in court the faction had its friends. 
These thought the places they possest too small. 
And in their hearts wish'd court and king to fall ; 
Whose names the muse, disdaining, holds i' th'dark, 
Thrust in the villain herd without a mark ; 
With parasites and libel-spawning imps. 
Intriguing fops, dull jesters, and worse pimps. 
Disdain the rascal rabble to pursue. 
Their set cabals are yet a viler crew. 
See where involved in common smoke they sit. 
Some for our mirth, some for our satire fit ; 
These gloomy, thoughtful, and on mischief bent, 
While those for mere good fellowship frequent 
The appointed club, can let sedition pass. 
Sense, nonsense, any thing to employ the glass ;* 
And who believe in their dull honest hearts. 
The rest talk treason but to shew their parts ; 
Who ne'er had wit or will for mischief yet. 
But pleased to be reputed of a set. 

But in the sacred annals of our plot. 
Industrious AiiOD f never be forgot ; 
The labours of this midnight-magistrate 
May vie with Corah's to preserve the state. 
In search of arms he fail'd not to lay hold 
On war's most powerful dangerous weapon, gold. 



Note XVII. + Sir Wflliam Waller. See Note XVIII. 
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And last, to take from Jebnsites all odds. 
Their altars pillaged, stole their very gods. 
Oft would he cr)^ when treasure he surprised, 
'Tis Baalish gold in David's coin disguised. 
Which to his house with richer reliques came. 
While lumber idols only fed the flame ; 
For our wise rabble ne'er took pains to inquire. 
What 'twas he. burnt, so it made a rousing fire. 
With which our elder was enrich'd no more 
Than false Gehazi with the Syrian's store ; 
So poor, that when our chusing tribes were met. 
Even for his stinking votes he ran in debt ; 
For meat the wicked, and, as authors think. 
The saints he choused for his electing drink ; 
Thus every shift and subtle method past. 
And all to be no Zaken * at the last • 

Now, raised on Tyre's sad ruins, Pharaoh's pride 
Soar*d high, his legions threatning far and wide. 
As when a battering storm engerider'd high. 
By winds upheld, hangs hovering in the sky. 
Is gazed upon by every trembling swain, 
This for his vineyard fears, and that his grain. 
For blooming plants, and flowers new opening; these 
For lambs yean'd lately, and far-labouring bees ; 
To guard his stock each to the gods does call. 
Uncertain where the fire-charged clouds will fall ; 
Even so the doubtful nations watch his arms. 
With terror each expecting his alarms. 
Where, Judah, where was now thy lion's roar ? 
Thou only couldst the captive lands restore ; 
But thou, with inbred broils and faction prest. 
From Egypt need'st a guardian with the rest. 
Thy prince from Sanhedrims no trust allow'd. 
Too much the representers of the crowd. 
Who for their own defence give no supply, 
But what the crown's prerogatives must buy ;| 

* Member of Parliament. t Note XIX, 
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As if their monarch's rights to violate 
More needful were, than to preserve the state ! 
From present dangers they divert their care, 
And all their fears are of the royal heir ; 
Whom now the raging malice of his foes, 
Unjudged would sentence, and ere crown'd depose ; 
Religion the pretence, but their decree 
To bar his reign, whatever his faith shall be. 
By sanhedrims and clamorous crowds thus prest. 
What passions rent the righteous-David's breast I 
Who knows not how to oppose or to comply. 
Unjust to grant, and dangerous to deny ! 
How near in this dark juncture Israel's fate, 
Whose^peace one sole expedient could create. 
Which yet the extremest virtue did require. 
Even of that prince whose downfal they conspire ! 
His absence David does with tears advise. 
To appease their rage ; undaunted he complies .♦ 
Thus he, who, prodigal of blood and ease, 
A royal life exposed to winds and seas. 
At once contending with the waves and fire. 
And heading danger in the wars of Tyre,f 
Inglorious now forsakes his native sand. 
And, like an exile, quits the promised land. 
Our monarch scarce frOm pressing tears refrains^ 
And painfully his royal state maintains, 
Who now, embracing on the extremest shore. 
Almost revokes what he enjoin'd before ; 
Concludes, at last, more trust to be allow'd 
To storms and seas than to the raging crowd^ — 
Forbear, rash muse, the parting scene to draw. 
With silence charm'd as deep as their's that saw ! 
Not only our attending nobles weep. 
But hardy sailors swell with tears the deep ; 



♦ Note XX. t Dutch wars. 

VOL. IX. y 
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The tide restrained her course, and, more amazed, 
The twin-stars on the royal brothers gazed ; 
While this sole fear-" — ^ 
Does trouble to our suffering hero bring. 
Lest, next^ the popular rage oppress the king. 
Thus parting, each for the other's danger grieved. 
The shore the king, and seas the prince received. — 
Go, injured hero ! while propitious gales. 
Soft as thy consort's breath, inspire thy sails ; 
Well may she trust her beauties on a flood. 
Where thy triumphant fleets so oft have rode ! 
Safe on thy breast reclined, her rest be deep, 
Rock'd, like a Nereid, by the waves asleep ; 
While happiest dreams her fancy entertain^ 
And to Elysian fields convert the main ! 
Goj injured hero ! while the shores of Tyre 
At thy approach so silent shall admire^ 
Who on thy thunder still their thoughts employ. 
And greet thy landing with a trembling joy. 

On heroes thus the prophet's fate is thrown,! 
Admired by every nation but their own ; 
Yet while our factious Jews his worth deny. 
Their aching conscience gives their tongue the lie. 
Even in the worst of men the noblest parts 
Confess him, and he triumphs in their hearts ; 
Whom to his king the best respects commend. 
Of subject, soldier, kinsman, prince, and friend ; 
All sacred names of most divine esteem. 
And to perfection all sustain'd by him ; 
Wise, just, and constant, courtly without art. 
Swift to discern and to reward desert ; 
No hour of his in fruitless ease destroyed. 
But on the noblest subjects still employ'd ; 
Whose steady soul ne'er learnt to separate 
Between his monarch's interest and the state. 
But heaps those blessings on the royal head. 
Which he well knows must be on subjects shed. 
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On what pretence could then the vulgar rage 
Against his worth, and native rights engage ? 
Religious fears their argument are made. 
Religious fears his sacred rights invade ! 
Of future superstition they complain. 
And Jebusitie worship in his reign ; 
With such alarms his foes the crowd deceive. 
With dangers fright, which not themselves believe. 

Since nothing can our sacred rites remove. 
Whatever the faith of the successor prove ; 
Our Jews their ark shall undisturb'd retain, 
At least while their religion is their gain. 
Who know by old experience Baal's commands 
Not only claim'd their conscience but their lands. 
They grudge God's tythes; how therefore shall they 

yield 
An idol full possession of the field ? 
Grant such a prince enthroned, we must confess 
The people's sufferings, than that monarch's less. 
Who must to hard conditions still be bound, 
And for his quiet with the crowd compound ; 
Or should his thoughts to tyranny incline. 
Where are the means to compass the design ? 
Our crown's revenues are too short a store. 
And jealous sanhedrims would give no more. 

As vain our fears of Egypt's potent aid ; 
Not so has Pharaoh learnt ambition's trade, 
Nor ever with such measures can comply. 
As shock the common rules of policy. 
None dread like him the growth of Israel's king ; 
And he alone sufficient aids can bring. 
Who knows that prince to Egypt can give law. 
That on our stubborn tribes his yoke could draw. 
At such profound expence he has not stood. 
Nor dy'd for this his hands so deep in blood ; 
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Who ne'er through wrong and right his progress 

take. 
Grudge his own rest, and keep \he world awake, 
To fix a lawless prince on Judah's throne, * 
First to invade our rights, and then his own ; 
His dear-gain'd conquests cheaply to despoil, 
And reap the harvest of his crimes and toil. 
We grant his wealth vast as pur ocean's sand. 
And curse its fatal influence on our land,? 
Which our bribed Jews so numerously partake, 
That even an host his pensioners would make. 
From these deceivers our divisions spring. 
Our weakness, and the growth of Egypt's king; 
These, with pretended friendship to the state. 
Our crowd's suspicion of their prince create. 
Both pleased and frighten'd with the specious cry, 
To guard their sacred rights and property. 
To ruin thus the chosen flock are sold. 
While wolves are ta'en for guardians of the fold ; 
Seduced by these we groundlessly complain. 
And loath the manna of a gentle reign ; 
Thus our forefathers' crooked paths are trod, 
We trust our prince no more than they their God. 
. But all in vain our reasoning prophets preach. 
To those whom sad experience ne'er could teach, 
Who can commence new broils in bleeding scars, 
And fresh remembrance of intestine wars ; 
When the same household mortal foes did yield, 
And brothei-s stain'd with brothers' blood the field ; 
Wlien sons' curst steel the fathers' gore did stain, 
And mothers mourn'd for sons by fathers slain ! 
When thick as Egypt's locusts on the sand. 
Our tribes lay slaugh ter'd through the promised land, 
Whose few survivors with worse fate remain. 
To drag the bondage of a tyrant's reign ; 
Which scene of woes, unknowing, we renew. 
And madly even those ills we fear pursue ; 
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While Pharaoh laughs at our domestic broils, 
And safely crowds his tents with nations' spoils. 
Yet our fierce sanhedrim, in restless rage, 
Against our absent hero still engage. 
And chiefly urge, such did their frenzy prove, 
The only suit their prince forbids to move ; 
Which till obtain'd they cease affairs of state. 
And real dangers waive for groundless hate. 
Long David's patience waits relief to bring. 
With all the indulgence of a lawful king, 
Expecting till the troubled waves should cease, 
But found the raging billow? still increase. 
The crowd, whose insolence forbearing swells. 
While he forgives too far, almost rebels. 
At last his deep resentments silence broke. 
The imperial palace shook, while thus he spoke : 
Then Justice wake, and Rigour take her time. 
For lo ! our mercy is become our crime. 
While halting punishment her stroke delays. 
Our sovereign right, heaven's sacred trust, decays ; 
For whose support even subjects' interest calls. 
Woe to that kingdom where the monarch falls ! 
That prince, who yields the least of regal sway. 
So far his people's freedom does betray. 
Right lives by law, and law subsists by power ; 
Disarm the shepherd, wolves the flock devoun 
Hard lot of empire o'er a stubborn race. 
Which heaven itself in vain has tried with ^ace ! 
When will our reason's kMi^-charm*d eyc-s und4m% 
And Israel judge between her friends and fif^tn ? 
When shall we see expired deceivers' sway. 
And credit what our God and monarehs nay ? 
Dissembled patriots, bribed with Kgypt's goUl^^ 
Even sanhedrims in blind (AyeiWetwjt hold ; 
Those patriots' falsehood in their s^i.UfU% ms$ff 
And judge by the pernicious fruit the irw ; 

XXf. 
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If aught for which so loudly they declaim. 
Religion, laws, and freedom,-4vere their aim. 
Our senates in due methods they had led. 
To avoid those mischiefs which they seem'd to dread; 
But first, e'er yet they propt the sinking state, 
To impeach and charge, as urged by private hate, 
Proves that they ne'er believed the fears they prest, 
But barbarously destroy'd the nation's rest. 
O whither will ungovern'd senates drive ? 
And to what bounds licentious votes arrive ? 
When their injustice we are press'd to share. 
The monarch urged to exclude the lawful heir. 
Are princes thus distinguish'd from the crowd, 
And this the privilege of royal blood ? 
But grant we should confirm the wrongs they press, 
His sufferings yet were than the people's less ; 
Condemn'd for life the murdering sword to wield. 
And on their heirs entail a bloody field. 
Thus madly their own freedom they betray. 
And for the oppression which they fear make way; 
Succession fix'd by heaven, the kingdom's bar. 
Which, once dissolved, admits the flood of war ; 
Waste, rapine, spoil, without the assault begin, 
And our mad tribes supplant the fence within. 
Since, then, their good they will not understand, 
'Tis time to take the monarch's power in hand ; 
Authority and force to join with skill. 
And save the lunatics against their will. 
The samerough means that'suage the crowd, appease 
Our senates, raging with the crowd's disease. 
Henceforth unbiass'd measures let them draw 
From no false gloss, but genuine text of law ; 
Nor urge those crimes upon religion's score. 
Themselves so much in Jebusites abhor ; 
Whom laws convict, and only they, shall bleed. 
Nor Pharisees by Pharisees be freed. 
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Impartial justice from our throne shall shower, 
All shall have right, and we our sovereign power. 
He said ; the attendants heard with awful joy. 
And glad presages their fix'd thoughts employ. 
From Hebron now the suffering heir return'd,* 
A realm that long with civil discord mourn'd ; 
Till his approach, like some arriving god. 
Composed and heal'd the place of his abode. 
The deluge check'd that to Judea spread. 
And stopp'd sedition at the fountain's head. 
Thus in forgiving David's paths he drives. 
And, chased from Israel, Israel's peace contrives, 
The field confess'd his power in arms before. 
And seas proclaim'd his triumphs to the shore ; 
As nobly has his sway in Hebron shown. 
How fit to inherit godlike David's throne. 
Through Sion's streets his glad arrival's spread. 
And conscious faction shrinks her snaky head ; 
His train their suflFerings think o'erpaid to see 
The crowds applause with virtue once agree. 
Success charms all, but zeal for worth distrest, • 
A virtue proper to the brave and best ; 
'Mongst whom was Jothran,f Jothran always bent. 
To serve the crown, and loyal by descent ; 
Whose constancy so firm, and conduct just. 
Deserved at once two royal masters' trust ; 
Who Tyre's proud arms had manfully withstood 
On seas, and gather'd laurels from the flood ; 
Of learning yet no portion was denied. 
Friend to the muses, and the muses' pride. 
Nor can Benaiah'st worth forgotten lie. 
Of steady soul when public storms were high ; 



♦ Note XXII. 

t Lord Dartmouth. See Note XXIII* 

t General SackviUe. See Note XXIV. 
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Whose conduct, while the Moor fierce onsets made, 
Secured at once our honour and our trade. 
Suchwerethechiefswhomosthissuffa'ingsmoum'd, 
And view*d with silent joy the prince retum'd ; 
While those, that sought his absence to betray. 
Press first, their nauseous false respects to pay ; 
Him still the ofiicious hypocrites molest. 
And with malicious duty break his rest. 

While real transports thus his fiiends employ, 
And foes are loud in their dissembled joy. 
His triumphs, so resounded fitr and near^ 
Miss*d not his young ambitious rival's ear ; 
And as, when joyful hunters' clamorous train 
Some slumbering lion wakes in Moab's plain. 
Who oft had forced the bold assailants yield. 
And scattered his pursuers through the field. 
Disdaining, furls his mane, and tears the ground, 
His eyes inflaming all the desart round. 
With roar of seas directs his chasers' way. 
Provokes from far, and dares them to the fray ; 
Such rage storm'd now in Absalom's fierce breast. 
Such indignation his fired eyes confest. 
Where now was the instructor of his pride ? 
Slept the old pilot in so rough a tide, 
Whose wiles had from the happy shore betray'd, 
And thus on shelves the credulous youth convey'd ? 
In deep revolving thoughts he weighs his state, 
Secure of craft, nor doubts to bafiie fate ; 
At least, if his storm'd bark must go adrift. 
To baulk his charge, and for himself to shift. 
In which his dextrous wit had oft been shown, 
And in the wreck of kingdoms saved his own ; 
But now with more than common danger prest, 
Of various resolutions stands possest, 
Perceives the crowd's unstable zeal decay. 
Lest their recanting chief the cause betray. 
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Who on a father^s grace his hopes may ground. 
And for his pardon with their heads compound. 
Him therefore, e'er his fortune slip her time, 
The statesman plots to engage in some bold crime 
Past pardon ; whether to attempt his bed, 
Or threat with open arms the royal head. 
Or other daring method, and unjust, 
That may confirm him in the people's trust. 
But, failing thus to ensnare him, not secure 
How long his foil'd ambition may endure. 
Plots next to lay him by as past his date. 
And try some new pretender's luckier fate ; 
Whose hopes with equal toil he would pursue. 
Nor cares what claimer's crown'd, except the true. 
Wake, Absalom, approaching ruin shun. 
And see, O see, for whom thou art undone ! 
How are thy honours and thy fame betray'd. 
The property of desperate villains made ! 
Lost power and conscious fears their crimes create. 
And guilt in them was little less than fate ; 
But why shouldst thou, from every grievance free. 
Forsake thy vineyards for their stormy sea ? 
For thee did Canaan's milk and honey flow, 
Love dress'd thy bowers, and laurels sought thy brow ; 
Preferment, wealth, and power, thy vassals were. 
And of a monarch all things but the care. 
Oh, should our crimes again that curse draw down. 
And rebel arms once more attempt the crown. 
Sure ruin waits unhappy Absalon, ' 

Alike by conquest or defeat undone. 
Who could relentless see such youth, and charms. 
Expire, with wretched fate, in impious arms ? 
A prince so formed, with earth's and heaven's ap- 
plause. 
To triumph o'er crown'd heads in David's cause. 
Or, grant him victor, still his hopes must fail, 
WI^, conquering, would not foi' himself prevail ; 



346 ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 

The faction, whom he trusts for future sway. 
Him and the public would alike betray ; 
Amongst themselves divide the captive state. 
And found their hydra-enfipire in his fate. 
Thus having beat the clouds with painful flight. 
The pitied youth, with sceptres in his sight, 
(So have their cruel politics decreed,) 
Must by that crew, that made him guilty, bleed ! 
For, could their pride brook any prince's sway. 
Whom, but mild David, would they chuse to obey? 
Who once at such a gentle reign repine. 
The fall of monarchy itself design ; 
From hate to that their reformations spring. 
And David not their grievance, but the king. 
Seized now with panic fear the faction lies. 
Lest this clear truth strike Absalom's charmed eyes ; 
Lest he perceive, from long enchantment free. 
What all, beside the flatter'd youth, must see. 
But whatever doubts his troubled bosom swell. 
Fair carriage still became Achitophel ; 
Who now an envious festival installs. 
And to survey their strength the faction calls. 
Which fraud, religious worship too, must gild ; 
But oh how weakly does sedition build ! 
For, lo ! the royal mandate issues forth. 
Dashing at once their treason, zeal, and mirth.* — 
So have I seen disastrous chance invade. 
Where careful emmets had their forage laid ; 
Whether fierce Vulcan's rage the furzy plain 
Had seized, engender'd by some careless swain ; 
Or swelling Neptune lawless inroads made. 
And to their cell of store his flood convey'd ; 
The commonwealth, broke up, distracted go. 
And, in wild haste, their loaded mates o'erthrow: 
Even so our scatter'd guests confusedly meet. 
With boil'd, baked, roast, all justling in the street; 

* Note XXV. 
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Dejecting all, and ruefully dismay'd. 
For shekefl, without treat or treason paid. 

Sedition's dark eclipse now fainter shows. 
More bright each hour the royal planet grows. 
Of force the clouds of envy to disperse. 
In kind conjunction of assisting stars. 
Here, labouring muse ! those glorious chiefs relate. 
That turn'd the doubtful scale of David's fate ; 
The rest of that illustrious band rehearse. 
Immortalized in laurell'd Asaph's verse. 
Hard task ! yet will not I thy flight recal ; 
View heaven, and then enjoy thy glorious fall. 

First write Bezaliel,* whose illustrious name 
Forestals our praise, and gives his poet fame. 
The Kenites rocky province his command, 
A barren limb of fertile Canaan's land ; 
"Which, for its generous natives, yet could be 
Held worthy such a president as he. 
Bezaliel with each grace and virtue fraught. 
Serene his looks, serene, his life and thought ; 
On whom so largely nature heap'd her store. 
There scarce remained for arts to give him more. 
To aid the crown and state his greatest zeal. 
His second care, that service to conceal ; 
Of dues observant, firm to every trust. 
And to the needy always more than just ; 
Who truth from specious falsehood can divide. 
Has all -the gownsmen's skill without their pride ; 
Thus crown'd with worth, from heights of honour 

won. 
Sees all his glories copied in his son,f 
Whose forward fame should every muse engage, 
Whose youth boasts skill denied to other«' age. 

• Duke of Beaufort, Pretidcnt of WtAen^tite HoUt XXV L 
f Lord Herbert. 
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Men, manners, language, books of noblest kind^ 
Already are the conquest of his mind ; 
Whose loyalty, before its date, was prime» 
Nor waited the dull course of rolling time ; 
The monster faction early he dismayed. 
And David's cause long since confessed his aid. 

Brave Abdael* o'er theprophet's school was placed; 
Abdael, with all his father's virtue graced ; 
A hero who, while stars look'd wondering down, 
Without one Hebrew's blood restored the crown. 
That praise was his ; what therefore did remain 
For following chiefs, but boldly to maintain 
That crown restored ? and in this rank of fame. 
Brave Abdael with the first a place must claim. 
Proceed, illustrious, happy chief, proceed ! 
Fore-seize the garlands for thy brow decreed ; 
While the inspired tribe attend with noblest strain, 
To register the glories thou shalt gain. 
For sure the dew shall Gilboah's hills forsake. 
And Jordan mix his stream with Sodom's lake ; 
Or seas retired their secret stores disclose. 
And to the sun his scaly brood expose ; 
Or, swell'd above the cliffs, their billows raise. 
Before the muses leave their patron's praise. 

Eliabf our next labour does invite, 
And hard the task to do Eliab ricrht. 
Long with the royal wanderer he roved. 
And firm in all the turns of fortune proved. 
Such ancient service, and desert so large. 
Well claim'd the royal household for his charge. 
His age with only one mild heiress bless'd. 
In all the bloom of smiling nature dress'd ; 



* The second Duke of Albemarle, son of General Monk.-* 
See Note XXVII. 

t Earl of Arlington.— Note XXVIII. 
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And bless'd again, to see his flower allied 
To David's stock, and made young OthriePs* bride. 
'The bright restorer of bis father's youth, 
Devoted to a son's and subject's truth : 
Resolved to bear that prizie of duty home. 
So bravely sought, while sought by Absalom. 
Ah, prince ! the illustrious planet of thy birth. 
And thy more powerful virtue, guard thy worth. 
That no Achitophel thy ruin boast ! 
Israel too much in one such wreck has lost 

Even envy must consent to Helon's f worth ; 
Whose soul, though Egypt glories in his birth. 
Could for our captive ark its zeal retain, 
And Pharaoh's altars in their pomp disdain. 
To slight his gods was small ; with nobler pride. 
He all the allurements of his court defied. 
Whom profit nor example could betray. 
But Israel's friend, and true to David's sway. 
What acts of favour in his province fall. 
On merit he confers, and freely all. 

Our list of nobles next let Amrif grace. 
Whose merits claim'd the Abethdin's high place ; 
Who, with a loyalty that did excel, . 
Brought all the endowments of Achitophel. 
Sincere was Amri, and not only knew. 
But Israel's sanctions into practice drew ; 
Our laws, that did a boundless ocean seem. 
Were coasted all, and fathom'd all by him. 
No rabbin speaks like him their mystic sense. 
So just, and with such charms of eloquence ; 
To whom the double blessing does belong. 
With Moses' inspiration, Aaron's tongue. 



• Duke of Grafton. Note XXIX. 
t Karl of Feversham. Note XXX. 

% Sir Henea/?e Finch, Earl of Winchelsea and Lord Chancel- 
lor. NoteXXXr. 

14 
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Than Sheva* none more loyal zeal have shown, 
Wakeful as Judah's lion for the crown ; 
Who for that cause still combats in his age. 
For which his youth with danger did engage. 
In vain our factious priests the cant revive ; 
In vain seditious scribes with libel strive 
To inflame the crowd ; while he, with watchful eye, 
Observes, and shoots their treasons as they fly. 
Their weekly frauds his keen replies detect ; 
He undeceives more fast than they infect. 
So Moses, when the pest on legions prey'd. 
Advanced his signal, and the plague was stay'd. 

Once more, my fainting muse, thy pinions try. 
And strength's exhausted store let love supply. 
What tribute, Asaph,:|: shall we render thee ? 
We'll crown thee with a wreath from thy own tree ! 
Thy laurel-grove no envy's flash can blast ;§ 
The song of Asaph shall for ever last. 
With wonder late posterity shall dwell 
On Absalom and false Achitophel. 
Thy strains shall be our slumbering prophet's dream, 
And when our Zion virgins sing their theme. 
Our jubilees shall with thy verse be graced ; 
The song of Asaph shall for ever last. 

How fierce his satire, loosed; restrain'd, how tame; 
How tender of the offending young man's fame ! 
How well his worth, and brave adventures styled ; 
Just to his virtues, to his error mild ! 
No page of thine that fears the strictest view. 
But teems with just reproof, or praise, as due ; 
Not Eden could a fairer prospect yield. 
All paradise, without one barren field ! 

* First edit. Ziba. Sir Roger L*Estrange. — Note XXXII. 

f Dryden. 

% The thunder was anciently supposed to spare the laurel. 
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Whose wit the censure of his foes has past : 
The song of Asaph shall for ever last. 

What praise for such rich strains shall we allow ? 
What just rewards the grateful crown bestow ? 
While bees in flowers rqoice, and flowers in dew. 
While stars and fountains to their course are true. 
While Judah's throne, and Zion's rock stand fast. 
The song of Asaph, and the fame shall last. 

Still Hebron's honour'd happy soil retains 
Our royal hero's beauteous dear remains ;* 
Who now sails off, with winds nor wishes slack. 
To bring his sufferings' bright companion back. 
But ere such transport can our sense employ, 
A bitter grief must poison half our joy ; 
Nor can our coasts restored those blessings see 
Without a bribe to envious destiny ! 
Cursed Sodom's doom forever fix the tide. 
Where, by inglorious chance, the valiant died. 
Give not insulting Askalon to know. 
Nor let Gath's daughters triumph in our woe ! 
No sailor with the news swell Egypt's pride. 
By what inglorious fate our valiant died ! 
Weep, Arnon ! Jordan, weep thy fountains dry. 
While Zion's rock dissolves for a supply. 

Calm were the elements, night's silence deep. 
The waves scarce murmuring, and the winds asleep ; 
Yet fate for ruin takes so still an hour. 
And treacherous sands the princely bark devour ;f 
Then death unworthy seized a generous race. 
To virtue's scandal, and the stars' disgrace ! 
Oh, had the indulgent powers vouchsafed to yield. 
Instead of faithless shelves, a listed field ; 
A listed field of heaven's and David's foes, 
Fierce as the troops that did his youth oppose, 

* The Duchess of York. t Note XXXIII. 
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Each life had on his slaughtered heap retired^ 
Not tamely and unconquering thus expired. 
But destiny is now their only foe. 
And, dying, even o'er that they triumph too ; 
With loud last breaths their master's 'scape applaud, 
Of whom kind force could scarce the fates defraud ; 
Who, for such followers lost, O, matchless mind ! 
At his own safety now almost repined ! — 
Say, royal Sir, by all your fame in arms» 
Your praise in peace, and by Urania's charms. 
If all your sufferings past so nearly prest. 
Or pierced with half so painful grief, your breast ? 

Thus some diviner muse her hero forms. 
Not sooth'd with soft delights, but toss'd in storms ; 
Nor stretch'd on roses in the myrtle grove. 
Nor crowns his days with mirth, his nights with love, 
But far removed in thundering camps is* found. 
His slumbers short, his bed the herbless ground ; 
In tasks of danger always seen the first, . 
Feeds from the hedge, and slakes with ice his thirst. 
Long must his patience strive with fortune's rage. 
And long opposing gods themselves engage ; 
Must see his country flame, his friends destroy'd. 
Before the promised empire be enjoy'd. 
Such toil of fate must build a man of fame. 
And such, to Israel's crown, the god-like David came. 

What sudden beams dispel the clouds so fast. 
Whose drenching rains laid all ourvineyards waste? 
The spring so far behind her course delay'd. 
On the instant is in all her bloom array'd ; 
The winds breathe low, the element serene. 
Yet, mark ! what motion in the waves is seen ! 
Thronging and busy as Hyblaean swarms. 
Or straggled soldiers summon'd to their arms. 
See where the princely bark in loosest pride. 
With all her guardian fleet, adorns the tide ! 

* The grammar requires to read, he's. 



ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 85S 

High on her deck the royal lovers stand. 
Our crimes to pardon e'er they touch'd our land. 
Welcome to Israel and to David's breast ! 
Here all your toils, here all your sufferings rest. 

This year did Ziloah* rule Jerusalem, 
And boldly all sedition's syrtesf stem, 
Howe'er encumbered with a viler pair 
Than Ziph or Shime],^ to assist the chair ; 
Yet Ziloah's royal labours so prevailed. 
That faction, at the next election, fail'd ; 
When even the common cry did justice sound. 
And merit by the multitude was crown'd ; 
With David then was Israel's peace restored. 
Crowds moum'd their error, and obeyed their lord. 



* Sir John Moore, Lord Mayor of London. — Note XXXIV. 

t First edit. Sieges. 

X Mr Pilkington and Mr Shute, Sheriffii.— Note XXXV. 
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Note I. 

That arts of foreign sway he did affect, 
And guilty Jebusiies from law protect ^ 
Whose very chief s^ convict, were never freed ; 
Nay, we have seen their sacrificers bleed*. — P. 320. 

It is certain^ that, whatever the private wishes of Charles may 
have been, he neither did or durst interfere, by his royal preroga- 
tive, to prevent the execution of Stafford, Coleman, Langhorne, 
Plunket^ and other Catholics of rank, who were condemned on 
account of the Popish Plot. Ireland, Fenwic, Gavan, Turner, 
and Harcourt, Jesuits, with Whitebread, the provincial of the 
order, were all tried, sentenced, and executed for the same con- 
spiracy ; persisting, to their last breath, in the most solemn and 
deliberate asseverations of innocence : But their dying testimo- 
nies only irritated the populace the more against a religion, which 
taught Its votaries to go down to the grave with a manifest lie, 
as they supposed, in their right hand. 
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Note II. 

Mere truth was dull, nor suited rvith the port 
Of pampered Corah, when advanced to court. 

Meanwhile a guard on modest Corah wait, 

If not for safety, needful yet for state, — P. 320. 

The Parliament, before whom Oates was examined, did not 
confine themselves to simple approbation of his conduct. He was 
treated in a manner suitable to the sense they had of his merit 
and importance. The charge of his personal safety was recom- 
mended by the House of Commons to the Lord Genera )» the 
care of his lodgings and accommodation to the Lord Chamber- 
lain, and that of supplying him with money to the Lord High 
Treasurer of England. 

The state of Oates, in his splendour, is very well described by 
North : ^' He was now in his trine exaltation ; his plot in full 
force, efficacy, and virtue ; he walked about with his guards, as- 
signed for fear of the Papists' murdering him. He had lodgings 
at Whitehall, and L.ISOO per annum pension ; and no wonder, 
after he had the impudence to say to the House of Lords, in plain 
terms, that, if they would not help him to more money, he must 
be forced to help himself. He put on an episcopal garb, (except 
the lawn sleeves,) silk-gown and cassock, great hat, sattin hat- 
band and rose, long scarf, and was called, or blasphemously call- 
ed himself, the Saviour of the Nation. Whoever he pointed at 
was taken up and committed ; so that many people got out of his 
way as from a blast, and glad they could prove their last two 
years conversation. The very breath of him was pestilential ; and 
if it brought not imprisonment or death over such on whom it 
fell, it surely poisoned reputation, and left good Protestants ar- 
rant Papists, and something worse than that, in danger of being 
put into the plot as traitors."— -j^j^am^n, p. 205. 

Note III. 

To have told his knowledge of the intrigue in gross. 
Had been, alas ! to our deponent* s loss, — P. 822. 

Oates never would say he had told all he knewy but always re- 
served some part of his evidence to be changed or altered with the 
shilling wind of faction or popularity. According to his first nar- 
rative, the plot was laid against the persons of the King and Duke 
of York ; and their assassination was to take place during the fire 
of London. But he had the impudence to say, in his picture of 
King James, that both his brother and he were in that rery plot 
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for firing the city, a secret which, he alleges, be could not diacaaver 
at the time, on account of a promise to Prince Rupert ; and is 
pleased to add, that the prince heartily repented of giving, and 
ne of taking, that counsel. When be was asked, in the House of 
Commons, whether he had told all he knew of the conspiracy ? 
this cautious witness, who was determined to hare the whole cre- 
dit of saving the kingdom his own way, instead of eqtruaiing the 
House with the secret, told them a parable of a fox, who, having 
occasion to cross a frozen stream with a goose, and being unwil- 
ling to hazard his spoil, first carried over a stone of equal weight 
with the goose, to see if the ice would bear it. In short, neither 
he, nor any of his imitators, would say more^ than that their imme- 
diate evidence was all which they as yet thought meet to declare. 
This would have been tolerated no where but in England, and 
during that period of terror, suspicion, and infatuation, when 
these perjured caiti& were as dear to the people as those who 
tell stories of Rawhead and Bloody-bones are to their nursery 
audience. The audior has said, and with mudi truih, 

/ 'TwM worse than plotting to suspect his plot 

The discovery of Coleman's letters, however irreconcilable 
wiUi the tale of the witnesses, above all, the murder of Godfrey, 
gave such a bloody confirmation, that the people swallowed all 
that could be told them about the horrors of the conspiracy ; 
and, to use the warm expression of the author of the ** Examen," 
one might have denied his Redeemer with less contest than at- 
tainted the veracity of Gates. 

This popular ferment began to abate after the execution of 
Lord Stafford ; and, as the witnesses sunk in reputation, the king 
began by degrees to discountenance Oates. He expelled him from 
Whitehall, withdrew his guards, and reduced his pension toL.600. 
Upon this Oates altered his dress, assumed a sword, and associa- 
ted with the more desperate of the popular faction, such as Rum- 
bold, Colledge, and Fergusson. In the reign of James II., his 
fortunes suffered a yet more melancholy reverse ; for, being roost 
satisfactorily convicted of perjury, by upwards of eighty witnesses, 
he was sentenced to two fines of 1000 marks each ; to be whipped, 
on two different days, from Aldgate to Newgate, and from New- 
gate to Tyburn ; to be imprisoned for life, and to be pilloried five 
times every year. James had the imprudence to exult in this 
cruel punishment. He told Sir John Reresby, that the Popish 
Plot was now dead; and, when that courtier obsequiously answer- 
edy «< and buried, please your majesty," he thought the jest worth 
repeating, which his brother would hardly have done. It is true^ 
no punishment could be bad enough for the author of so many 
legal murders ; but the severity of the sentence was an injury to 
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the law of the land, Ukn^ done diroo^ the peiaoii of to vie a 
criminal. The man's impodenoe supported hni onder tibe ooo« 
viction ; and his fortitude under the puniduMot was tlK aeana 
of regaining a share of his fiedien credit. After the Berohitioiiy he 
was pardoned^ and receired a pension oi 1*400, with the aaHNint 
of which he was much dissatisnedf as wdl as with the feftwd of 
the Parliament to rererse his sentence, and restore fab capaci^ 
for his old trade of bearing evidence. 



Note IV. 



Even Ahiohm 



Perceives the ploi, toojbul to be excused. 

To aid desigtUf no iess fenUdauSy used. — P. d2S. 

North* and other Tory writers^ have affected to consider Shaftes* 
bury as the original author of^the Popish Plot. Of this there is 
no proof whatever ; and the internal evidence derived from the 
account of the plot itself^ is altogether inconsistent with the very 
idra. Shaftesbury could never have given birth to such a heap 
of inconsistent fables ; a plan which he had forged would have 
been ingenious, consistent with itself, accommodated to the cir« 
Cumstances of parties, and the times, and therefore, in all proba* 
bility, being less suited to the vulgar palate, would not have made 
half the impression on the public But we can easily believe the 
truth of what he ia alleged to have said, *' that whoever started 
the game, he had the full advantage of the chase." In fiict, this 
wonderful tale, probably at first invented by too or three c^scure 
knaves, with the sordid view of profiting by the credulity of the 
English nation, would have &llen to the ground, had it not been 
fostered and dberished by Shaftesbury, who very soon percehred 
it could be made the means of turning out Lord Danby, and dri« 
ving matters to extremity against the Catholic faction. He misht 
well indeed exult in his management in the former particuur, 
since Danby was the first to introduce into the House of Com- 
mons that very discussion about the plot, to whidi, as Shaftesbury 
managed it, he himself fell a sacrifice.* But it was chiefly as a 



* <' An excellent new Ballad between Tom the Tory, and Tonej the WhSg. 
(Dftidty sad Shaftetbtixy.) Scene, the Tower." 

Toney, Thou wants not wickedness, hut wit, 

To turn ft to thy profit ; 
Who but a sot would hatch a plot, 

And then make nothing of it ? 
'Twas I waa fkin to rear uiy bom. 

And brioff it to perfection ; 
I nade the fritted nation lae 
' To me for mj proteetion. 
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means of bringing forward the Bill of Exclusion, and of crushing 
for ever the hopes of his mortal foe the Duke of York,* that 
Shaftesbury became the patron of all investigations connected 
with the plot, pushed them on with vigour and vehemence, and 
dipped himself deep in the blood of the innocent persons who fell 
sacrifices to the popular clamour he had excited, and to evidence, 
which much less than Shaftesbury's abilities might easily have 
discovered to be inconsistent and fabulous. 

A humorous pamphlet, already quoted, represents Shaftes- 
bury as abandoning his pretensions to the crown of Poland, for 
the purpose of following up the discovery of the Popish Plot. 
" In the very height of all this expectation, one night as his ma- 
jesty elect lay musing upon his bed, restless with the thoughts 
and expectation of the approaching empire, there appeared to 
him, by the light of a lamp that was burning in his chamber, a 
dreadful and most monstrous vision. The shape and figure of it 
was very confused and irregular : sometimes it looked like the 
whore of Babylon, naked, and of immense privities ; presently, in 
the twinkling of an eye, the form was changed, and it appeared 
like a justice of the peace, strangled by a crew of ruffians, who 
afterwards ran him through the body with his own sword, that it 
might be thought he hanged himself; on a sudden it was altered 
again, and seemed a troop of pilgrims, armed with black bills, that 
came the Lord knows whence, landed the Lord knows where, and 
are gone the Lord knows whither. His majesty seeing it vary so 
often, and so terribly, calling up all the faith he had to his assist- 
ance, boldly demanded, ^ In the name of, &c. what art thou?' 
Instantly, after a terrible clap of thunder, accompanied with se- 
veral flashes of lightning, it contracted itself into the shape of a 
doctor of Salamanca, and, in a hideous tone, cried out, < I am a 
Plot. Woe to England ! farewell till 78 ;* and vanished. No 
sooner was it gone, but a stupid amazement seized upon the Ma- 
jesty of Poland, and cast him into a deep sleep, where he lay till 
morning, when, awakening, he found himself stript of all the high 
and aspiring thoughts that before had filled his mind ; pity and 
compassion towards his native country utterly cooled his ambi- 
tion, and from that moment he laid by all thoughts of convert- 
ing the Turk, and resolved to stay at home for confounding the 
Pope. 

" Thus has this good man, (for he is no more his majesty,) again 



• They were on such bad terms, that, while Shaftesbury was sitting as Chan- 
cellor, he had occasion to call the Duke of York to order ; the Duke, as he pass- 
ed the chair, told Shaftesbury, in a low voice, he was " an insolent scoundjnel :" 
" I thank your Grace," retorted the Chancellor, with inimitaWe readiness, " foi 
having called me neither a coward nor a papist." 
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refused the highest promotion that perhaps any subject of Eng- 
land was ever raised to, merely to stand m a gap here, and slay 
the plague that was coming upon us."* 

Note V, 

Have I for this 

Even tvnen At helm, a course so dangerous mopped, 

To land your hopes, as my remowd proved* 

P. 325. 

In 1679f the national discontent running exceedingly high, 
both on account of the Popish Plot, and for other reasons, the 
king, by the advice of Sir William Temple, summoned a council 
of thirty persons, fifteen of whom were the great officers of the 
crown, and fifteen chosen from the country party. Shaftesbury 
was made president of this council) against the opinion of Temple ; 
and quickly found the means of pressing his favourite measure of 
the Exclusion Bill. Monmouth, upon whose interest in the king's 
a&ctions he had great reliance, was the person whom he proposed 
to nominate as successor, either by a law to be passed for the 
purpose, or by prevailing on the king to declare him legitimate. 
For this purpose, the interest of Shaftesbury was exerted to have 
the duke sent down to Scotland, to oppose the insurgent Cove* 
nanters, whom he defeated at Bothwell Bridge. The king's ill- 
nes8« and the sudden revolution which took place in his councils, 
upon the unexpected return of the Duke of York from Flanders, 
ruined this project, and occasioned the disgrace of Monmout^ 
and the dismissal of Shaftesbury. 

Note VI. 

Amongst these, extorting Ishbanjirst appears^ 
Pursued by a meagre troop of bankrupt heirs. 

P. 328. 

Sir Robert Clayton, alderman of London, and one of the re- 
presentatives of the city during the two last parliaments of King 
Charles II., was warmly attached to the Whig party. He took 
an active concern, as a magistrate, in examining the sham-plot- 
ter, Fitz- Harris ; and was charged by the Tories with an attempt 
to suborn that person to swear, tliat he had been hired by the 
court to fix a plot upon the Protestants. The examination of 
Fitz*Harris, who swore, and counter-swore, in many different 



* *^ A modest Vindication of the Earl of Shaftesbury, in a Letter to a Friend, 
COB eeming his being elected King of FQ\and.^*^^Simert*$ Tracti p. 169* 
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wa JB, beiktea •vettchiog that ha was bribad to eoocQCt t ahla> 
plot, and to aBcribo it to tha Wh^9, (a bate tnaftoriirre^ too oftd 
played off by both parties to be incredible,) added » thouaaod im* 
probable falsehoods about a Papist Plot against the Protestants. 
When removed from the jail, and committed to the Tower, he 
told another story : He was then in the power of the king, and 
alleged, that Howard, and others, were in a plot to seize the king's 
person, and that they had employed him to contrive the aforesaid 
sham-plot, in order to charge upon the court the crime of suborn- 
ation, &c. He added, that Clayton, Bethel, Cornish, and Treby, 
the city-recorder^ extorted from him, by threats, his previous^ 
cJaration concerning the Popish Plot, and used the moat iirgcii 
means to compel him to impute the guilt of Godflrey's mwderti 
Danby, and to fix an accession to the Popish Conapiraeyos tht 
Queen andDuke of York. The roan was executed adherhog to tUi 
last story. Clayton, and the others accused of aoch infiunoui 
practices, exculpated themselves in a pamphlet^ entitled, ** Traik 
Vindicated," in which they shewed many objectiooa to ¥ltx-Haro 
ris's final declaration. We must be contented to leave the afUr 
in mystery ; and to regret there ever was a time m England, what 
the character and common practices of both the leading paitiM 
in the kingdom were by no means pure enough to exempt either 
from such foul suspicions* 

Sir Robert Clayton, with the other London members, all tt 
whom were zealous Whigs, and whose re-election was hailed by 
the acclamations of their party,* attended the Oxford Parliaiiieitf 
in formidable array ; they were escorted by a numerous band of 
armed partizans, who wore on their hats ribbons, bearing the la* 
bel, " No Popery, no Slavery," and were obviously prepared for 
something more than an usual attendance upon their duty in the 
House of Commons. According to Dugdale's evidence. Sir Ro- 
bert Clayton was present at a carousal at Lord Lovelace's, near 



* Witness an excellent bdJad, which calls itoelf, <' The Subuibs' Thanks for 
the City's Election:*' 

We gave commission, that our thanks should watt oa 
The Kind electors of Sir Robert Clayton, 
Sir Iliomas Player, Pilkington, and Love ; 
Thus we our joy by this return do prove. 

Meekly and modestly they played their parts ; 

I do not wonder that they won your hearts : 

Had you elected others in their stead, 

Sure you had done a very evil deed ; 

For who could equalize the love and care 

Of Clayton, PiIkuigton> of Love, and Player ? 
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Oxford, wbero Colledge^ one of tbeir princsipal iiiyniiidon»^ sung 
the unlucky ballad, which woiit so fat towards his condetnna^ 
tion.f 

The story, that Sir Robert Clayton wished to purchase a peer- 
age, seems to have become popular.-In the last will and testament 
of the Charter of London is this, among other jocular bequests ; 
*' To Sir Robert Clayton I bequeath all that the chamberlain has 
left of the common stock, to purchase Paddington manor^ with 
the demesnes and appurtenances thereto^ ^ince there are now no 
dukedoms to be purchased ; and it is thought that Tyburn, pay-' 
ing his arrears next year to the city^ will yield a better rate thaa 
20Lper cent in the banker's handSi*' — Somers' Tracts, p. 185. His 
usury is also hinted at in a poem called* ^^ The. Duke of Bucking* 
bam s Litany/' and its consequences are enumerated among the 
other follies of that prodigal peer : 

Fiwn. learning new moralg firom Bedlam Sir Payton ; 
And truth and modesty from Sir EUis Laytpn ; 
From making our heirs, to be Morrice and Clayton, 

Libera nos^ Dofi4ne. 

It ought to be mentioned to Sir Robert Clayton's honour, that 
out of his wealth, howsoever procured, he dedicated a portion to 
foand the mathematical school in Christ Church Hospital. 

Note VII. 

Next him, let railing Rabshakeh have place. 
So full of zeal, he Ms no need of^ace; 
A saint, that can both flesh and spirit use, 
Alike haunt conventicles and slews. — P. S28< 

Sr Thomas Player^ chamberlain of the city of London, was, 
like Sir Robert Clayton, one of the city members, both in the 
Westminster and Oxford parliaments ; and, being as zealous as 
his colleague in the popular cause, what has been said concern- 
ing their mode of marching to Oxford, applies to him as well as to 
tke other. He is accused of libertinism, in the pasquinade quoted 
in the hist note, where the Charter of London makes him this be. 
quest : ** To Sir Thomas Player, I leave all the manor of Moor« 
fields, with all the wenches and bawdy-houses thereunto belong- 
ii^, with Mrs Cresswellsj: for his immediate inheritance, to enjoy 
and occupy all, from the bawd to the whore downward^ at nine- 
teen, shillings in the pound cheaper than any other person, because 



t Sec Vol. VII. p. 4. t Who kept a noted bagnio. 
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he may not exhaust the chamber by paying old arreara, nor em- 
beazle the stock by running into new scores."* 

Note VIII. 

Let David's broker but approach the town. 
Double our guards^ he cries, we are undone. 

P. 328. 

When the Duke of York unexpectedly returned from Brussels, 
on the news of the king's illness, his arrival spread discomfiture 
though Shaftesbury's party in courts and rage and alarm among 
those in the city. Sir Thomas Player, at the head of a numerous 
body of citizens^ or persons who called themselves so^ made his 
appearance before the lord-mayor^ and court of aldermen ; and 
aher having expatiated, in a set speech, upon the horrors of Po- 
pery^ and upon the return of the Duke of York, whose religion 
had first led to the conspiracy, and whose recent arrival must ne- 
cessarily give it new life, he gravely demanded^ that the city-guards 
shouldbe doubled, and that four companies, instead of two^ should 
be appointed to duty every night. The lord-mayor, after some 
discussion, evaded Sir Thomas's request, by rearing it to the 
livery. In the vehemence of the chamberlain's oratory, a re- 
markable expression, noticed in the text, chanced to escape him, 
'* that he durst hardly go to sleep, for fear of awaking with his 
throat cut/' In the pretended account of this interview, he is 
only made to say, that it was now out of doubt, that the Papists 
had burnt the city ; '* And if they had not been disappointed, 
would have cut our throats too at the same time, while we were 
endeavouring to save the small remainder of our goods." But the 
publisher acknowledges, he could give but an imperfect account 
of the " speech of this worthy and deserving knight, and the lord-' 
mayor's generous reply thereunto.*' '^ Cutting throats," indeed, 
appears to have been a frequent terror of the zealous knight* In 
the Westminster Parliament, he made a speech on the Exclusion 
Bill, in which, after stating that he had read in Scripture of oneman 
dying for a nation, but never of three nations dying for one man ; 
he assured the House, that they " would be embroiled in blood 
before they were aware of it ;" that he had '' no patience to think of 
sitting still while his throat was a cutting ;" and therefore prayed, 
they would endeavour to have laws that might enable them to de- 
fend themselves.f In the parliament of Oxford, Sir Thomas Player 
made a violent speech, upon Fitzharris being withdrawn from 
the city jail, and sent to the Tower, with a view, as he contended, 
of stifling his evidence against the Duke of York and the Papists ; 
and concluded by making a motion, which was carried, that if any 

• Somer^ Tracts^ p. 185. 

+ Debates of the Westminster and Oxford Parliaments, 1689. p. 39. 
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judge, justice, or jury, should proceed upon him, and he be found 
guilty, they be declared guilty of his murder, and betrayers of the 
rights of the commons of England. In short, Sir Thomas Player 
was a hot-headed violent factionary ; but Rouse, one of his de-i 
pendants who suffered for the Ryehouse Plot, with his dying breath 
cleared Sir Thomas of any accession to that conspiracy ;' and de- 
clared, that he broke with Lord Shaflesbury, upon perceiving the 
violent plans which he agitated after his being freed from the 
Tower. State Trials, p. 750. 

Note IX. 

Judas, that keeps the rebels* pension-purse ; 
JudaSy that pays the treason-writer* sjee ; 
Judas, that well deserves his namesake's tree ; 
Who at Jerusalem* s own gates erects 
His college for a nursery of sects, — P# 329. 

Under the name of Judas, Dryden describes the famous Robert 
Ferguson, a native of Scotland, and, by profession, an indepen-^ 
dent preacher, and teacher of an academy at Islington. — Ath. Ox. 
Vol. IL p. 743. He was. one of those dark, intriguing, subtile, and 
ferocious characters, that emerge into notice in times of turmoil 
and civil dissension, and whose appearance as certainly bodes 
revolution, as the gambols of a porpoise announce a tempest. 
Through the whole of his busy and desperate career, he appears 
to have been guided less by any principle, moral or political, than 
by the mere pleasure of dealing in matters deep and dangerous, 
and exerting his ingenuity to shake the quiet of the kingdom at 
the risk of his own neck. In organizing dark and bloody intrigues ; 
In maintaining the courage of the zealots whom he engaged in 
them ; in carrying on the mystic correspondence by which the dif- 
ferent parts of the conspiracy were to be cemented and conjoined; 
in guarding against the risk of discovery, and, lastly, in effecting 
with nicety a hairbreadth escape when it had taken place, — all 
these perilous, dubious, and criminal manoeuvres, at which the no- 
ble-romded revolt,;and the peaceful are terrified, were the scenes in 
which the genius of Ferguson delighted to exert itself When the 
magistracy of London was thrown into the hands of the crown, 
the charter annulled, and all means of accomplishing a revo- 
lution by the ancient existing authorities, were annihilated, such 
a character as Ferguson became of inestimable value to Shaftes- 
bury, considering the new plans which he had in agitation, and 
the persons by whom they were to be accomplished. According- 
]y» he shared much of that politician's conhdence, while his in- 
fluence, as a popular and violent preacher in the city, gave him 
every fecility of selecting and traming the persons fittest to assist 
in the meditated insurrection. His chapel, in IVfoorfields, was 
crowded with multitudes of fanatics, whom he fired by his politi- 
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cal fermopSf and occasioDallv stimulated by libels and pampUetii 
from a private press of which he had the management, at well ai 
of a purse that maintained it. He distributed most of the pamphlets 
written on the Whig party, and was by no means averse to father 
even the roost dangerous of them ; his vanity, according to Bumetj 
getting the better of his prudence. Some notable pieces, however, 
of his composition, are still known ; his style was of that diffuse, 
coarse, and periphrastic nature, best suited to the apprehension 
of the vulgar^ upon whose dull intellects sentiments are always 
impressive, in proportion to the length of time they are forced to 
dwell on them. He wrote the " Appeal from the Country to the 
City/' where, in plain words, he points out the Duke of Mon- 
mouth as successor to the crown, and that because he had a du- 
bious, or rather no title at all to claim it. *' No person is fit- 
ter than his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, as well for quality, 
couragCi and conduct, as for that his life and fortune stand on 
the same bottom with yours. He will stand by you, and therefore 
you ought to stand by him. And remember the old rule is. He, 
that has the worst title, ever makes the best king ; as being oonstnun- 
^> ^X ^ S^'^ci^"^ government, to supply what be wants in title ; 
that, instead of God and my rights his motto may b^. Gad and 
my people" He proceeds to quote a historical example for put- 
ting Monmouth on the throne, under the tutelage of Shaftesbury, 
by stating that, after the death of Alexander, nothing would pa<i 
cify the dissensions which ensued, *< but the choosing of King 
Philip's illegitimate son, Aridseus, who, notwithstanding that 
he was a man but of reasonable parts himself, might, as they 
thought, perform the office well enough, by the help of his wise 
protector Perdiccas." This extraordinary piece is filled with the 
most violent declamations against the Papists, in that tawdry, 
bombastic^ and inflammatory eloquence, wherewith, to speak 
according to Dryden's parable, he ** tempted Jerusalem to sin."* 



* The citizens are invited to go to the top of the Monument, and to fancy to 
themselves the following objects, which are sure to come to pass whenever Popoy 
prevails, i. e, when the Duke of York succeeds to the throne. 

*'*' First, imagine you see the whole town in a flame, occasioned this second 
time by the same popish malice that set it on fire before. At the same time 
fancy, that, among the distracted crowd, you behold troops of Papists ravishing 
your wives and daughters, dashing your little childrens^ brains out against the 
wall, plundering your houses, and catting your own throats, by the name of he- 
retic dogs. Then represent to yourselves the Tower pla}dng off its cannon, wA 
battering down your houses about your ears. Also, casting your eye towards 
Smithfield, imagine you see your father, or your mother, or some of your near- 
est and dearest relations, tied to a stake, in the midst of flames, when, with 
hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, they scream and cry out to that God^ iot 
whose cause they die, which was a frequent spectacle the last time Poptty reign* 
ed amongst us. Fancy yon behold those beautiful churches, erected for th< true 
worship of God, abused and turned into idolatrous temples, to the duhonour of 
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FergaMm alio wrote the second part of '' No ProteBtant Plot," 
another yery Tiolent pamphlet, and several treatises on the same 
subject. Meanwhile, other means were prepared to effect the 
desired change of government. It is not necessary to enter parti- 
cularJ V into the well-known history of the Rye»house Plot. Every 
body knows, that, while Russel, Sidney^ Monmouth^ and others, 
undertook to raise an insurrection in the country, Shaftesbury 
promised to head ten thousand brisk boys in the city of London. 
Among these brisk boys were a fanatic party^ who agitated pro- 
jects <w assassinating the King and the Duke of York, unknown 
to the more generous nobles^ who proposed only to secure the 
king's person. In all and each of these cabals^ Ferguson acted 
a distinguished part. When Shaftesbury fled from his house into 
lurking places about Wapping, he trusted Ferguson with the se- 
cret of his residence, although concealed from the noble-minded 
Russel, and the generous Monmouth. By his intervention, he 
heartened and encouraged the associates to break forth into open 
insurrection. With the inferior conspirators, Ferguson was yet 
more intimate, and seems, in fact, to have given life to the vague 
and desperate plans oilopjdng^ as they called the assassination of 
the royal brothers, by the countenance which he pretended to 
procure the conspirators from those of superior rank. He told 
West, he would procure the Duke of Monmouth's written con« 
sent to his father's murder ; although he afterwards allowed, he 
durst not even mention such a plan to him. At length, when 
Shaftesbury, weary of the delays of the other conspirators, left 
England for ever, Ferguson and Walcot were the companions of 
bis -flight. By this, the plan of insurrection was for a time con- 
founded, for the higher order of the malcontents were ignorant 
of the lines of communication by which the city cabal was con- 
ducted. Ferguson was therefore recalled, and in an evil hour re- 
turned from Holland. His arrival gave new life both to the up- 
per and inferior conspiracy : In the former, six of the leaders 
formed themselves into a regular committee, to extend their in- 



Chdst, and scandal of religion ; the ministers of God's word torn to pieces be- 
fbre Cm eyes, and their very best friends not daring even to speak in their be- 
half Your tEBding*i bad, and in a manner lost already, but then the onlj 
lymmndity will be fire and swtnrd ; the only object, women running with theur 
hair about th^ ears, men covered with blood, children sprawling under horsoi 
tfitty and only the walls of houses left standing ; when those that survive this Al- 
tai day may si^ and cry, '^ Here once stood my house, there my friend's, and 
dute my kinsman's ; but, alas ! that time is past The only noise will then be, 
O my wife, O my husband, O my dearest children ! In fine, what the devil 
luBiaslf would do, were be upon earth, will, in his absence, infallibly be acted 
by Ub s^ts ihe Papists." See State Traeti^ p. 102. Burnet mentions Fer- 
gnaoi bcmg the author, in his '' Letter occasioned by a Second Letter to Dr 

10 
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fluence and correspondence through the kingdom^ and anite mea^ 
sures with the disaffected in Scotland. The lower band of as- 
sassins matured and prepared their plan for assassinating the king 
and duke as they returned from Newmarket. Ferguson, who stiU 
acted in the capacity of treasurer, which Dryden has assigned 
him, paid for the arms provided for the enterprize ; and, by his 
daring language, encouraged them to proceed. He offered, in 
mockery, to consecrate the blunderbuss with which Rumbold was 
to fire into the carriage ; and when Sunday was fixed for the day 
of action, he quoted the old Scottish proverb, " The better day, 
the better deed." Even when, by the treachery of Keeling, the 
plot was finally discovered, and the conspirators were dispersing 
m dismay and terror, Ferguson took his leave of them with great 
gaiety, and, trusting to the plots of Argyle and Jerviswood, with 
which he was also intimate, told them, he hoped to meet them 
all at Dunbar. This indifference, at such a crisis, led to a sup- 
position that he had some secret correspondence with govern- 
ment ; it was even said, that the messenger who arrested Fergu- 
son, suffered him to escape, but of this there seems no evidence. 
He retired to Holland, where he joined the unfortunate Mon- 
mouth, and was a principal agent in pushing him on to his west- 
ern invasion, when, if left to himself, he would have remained in 
quiet. He drew the proclamation which Monmouth issued at 
his landing, a prolix, ill-worded production, stuffed with all the 
true, and all the false accusations against James II., and where 
the last so much drowned the others, that it was only calculated 
to make an impression on |,the lowest vulgar. He was always 
earnest with Monmouth to take upon himself the title of king ; 
and may be said to have contributed greatly to every false step 
which he made, and to the final destruction in which they ended. 
Of this Monmouth was so sensible, that he told the king in their 
last interview, '' That Ferguson was chiefly the person who in- 
stigated him to set up his title of king, and had been a main ad- 
viser and contriver of the whole affair, as well to the attempting, 
as acting, what had been done;" but he had little to answer when 
Halifax expressed his surprise, that he should have given ear to 
him who, as he had long before told the late king, '* was a 
bloody rogue, and always advised to the cutting of throats." 
Ferguson was taken, on this occasion, the third day after the bat- 
tle of Sedgemore, Yet, when so much blood was spilt, both >vith 
and without the forms of law, this man, who had been most ac- 
tive in the conspiracy against the king, when Duke of York, and 
had now organized an invasion and insurrection in his domi- 
nions, was, by the inexorable James, freely pardoned and dis- 
missed, to counsel and assist the next conspiracy. Perhaps his 
life was saved by Sunderland, lest he had disclosed what he pro- 
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bebly knew of his intercourse with the Prince of Orange, and even 
with Monmouth himself. Ferguson seems, on his liberation, to 
have returned to Holland ; and did not fail to take a share in the 
intrigues which preceded the Revolution. He managed the dis- 
senters for the interest of the Prince of Orange ; and endeavour- 
ed to press upon William a sense of their importance. But other, 
and more important engines, were now at work ; and Ferguson 
seems to have enjoyed but a subaltern consideration. Bumety 
who made such a figure in the expedition, avers, he did not even 
know him by sight* When the Prince of Orange was at Exe- 
ter, the dissenters refused him the keys of their meeting-house. 
But Ferguson was accustomed to surmount greater obstacles. 
** I will take," said hof laughing, ** the kingdom of heaven by. 
storm," and broke open the door with his own hand. After the 
Revolution was accomplished, one would have thought Fergu- 
son's machinations might have ended. He had seen his party 
triumphant ; he had been rewarded with a good post ;f and, what 
was probably dearer to him than either principle or profit, his 
intrigues had successfully contributed to the achievement of a 
sreat change of government. But it was not in his nature to be 
m repose ; and, having spent all the former part of his life in ca- 
balling to drive James from the throne, he now engaged with the 
same fervour in every conspiracy for his restoration. In the very 
year which succeeded that of the Revolution, we find him deep- 
ly engaged with Sir James Montgomery, and the other Scottish 
presbyterians, who, discontented with King William, had united 
with the Jacobites. The Marquis of Annandale having abscond- 
ed on account of his share in this conspiracy, Ferguson secreted 
him for several weeks ; a kindness which the Marquis repaid, by 
betraying him to government, j: With his usual good fortune, he 
was dismissed ; either in consideration of former services, or be- 
cause a full proof against him was not to be obtained. After this, 
he continued to engage in every plot against the government ; 
and each year published one or two pamphlets, which put his 
ears, if not his neck, in peril. His last grand exhibition was an 
attack upon Trenchard, the secretary of state, for the use of 
blank and general warrants.§ But that adventure, as the ro- 
mance writers say, was reserved for another demagogue. Finally, 
Ferguson, who had in this remarkable manner kept his promise 
of being engaged in every conspiracy of his time, and had gain- 
ed the honourable epithet of ^< The Plotter," died quietly, and in 
peace, afler having repeatedly seen the scaffold stream with the 



* Letter occasioned by a Second Letter to Dr Burnet, p. 7* 

•f House-keeper to the excise-office, worth 500L a-year, with little trouble. 

t Bdkarrai Account^ p. 524. § Ralphs VoL II. 
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blood of the SMoeiates of bit various nuiebhMlions. Oae touch 
alone softens the character of this extraordinaty incendiary. In 
all his difficulties^ he is never charged with betraying his asso- 
ciates. His person is thus remarkably described m the proda- 
mation for apprehending his person, among the other Rye-hooie 
assassins. 

A description of several of the conspirators that are fled. Lon- 
don Gazette^ from August 2d, to August 6th, 1689. 

'^ Robert Ferguson, a tall lean roan, dark-brown hair, a grai 
Roman nose, thin jawed, heat in his face, speaks in the Scotdi 
tone, a sharp piercing eye, stoops a little in the shoulders. He 
has a shuffling gait, that differs from all men ; wears his periw^ 
down almost over his eyes ; about 45 or 46 years old.** 

Note X. 

Hen Phaleg, the lay HehronUe^ is come^-^V. 330. 

Of James Forbes, I can give but a slight account. He was 
placed by the Duke of Ormond as travelhng tutor to the yoong 
r^arl of Derby, who had married his grand-daughter. Carte sayi, 
he was a gentleman of parts, virtue, and prudence, but of too 
mild a nature to manage his pupil. In Paris, the earl addicted 
himself to the society of one Merrit, a worthless profligate ; and 
the governor havine cautioned his charge against this acquaint* 
ance, was assaulted at disadvantage by Merrit, and dangerously 
wounded. Lord Derby, it seems, not only countenanced Mer« 
rit's assault upon Mr Forbes, but, at the instigation of some 
young French rakes, consented to his governor's being tossed is 
a blanket. The Duke of Ormond, finding that the earl was wild 
and impatient of restraint, and that this tutor's sage remonstran- 
ces had but little effect, recalled Forbes, and sent in his stead 
Colonel Thomas Fairfax, a gallant and brave man, and rough^ 
honest. Lord Derby was at first restiff ; but Fairfax telling nim 
plainly, that he was sent to govern him, and would govern him, 
and that his lordship must submit, and should do it, the young 
nobleman had the sense to comply, broke off his evil acquaint- 
ances, and behaved ever afterward with great propriety.* For- 
bes's misadventures in Paris, though, according to Carte, the^ 
inferred no real dishonour, are severely alluded to by Dryden in 
the text. I am not anxious to unrip the ancient chronicle of 
scandal, in order to trace Phaleg's amours. He appears to have 
become one of Monmouth's dependants. 



• Carte'i « Life of Ormond," vol. II. p. 444. 
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Note XL 

Let Hebron, nay let hell, produce a man, 

So madejbr mischief as BenJochanan. — P. 330. 

The Reverend Samuel Johnson^ a party-writer of considerable 
merit. He was a native of Warwickshire^ and took orders after 
a regular course of study at Cambridge. He obtained the small 
living of Curingham, in Essex^ by the patronage of a MrBiddolph. 
The emoluments of this benefice did not exceed eighty pounds 
a-year ; and it was the only church preferment he ever enjoyed. 
Dryden alludes to his poverty in describing his original situa- 
tion. Mr Johnson's patron, observing his turn for politics, ex- 
horted him to study the English constitution in Bracton and For- 
tescue ; but by no means to make his sermons the vehicle for 
his political sentiments. The opinions which he formed in the 
course of study^ were such as recommended him as a chaplain, 
to the famous Lord Russell. 

While he was in this situation, and during the dependence of 
the Bill of Exclusion, he endeavoured at once to shew the danger 
to a national religion from a sovereign who held opposite tenets^ 
and to explode the doctrine of passive obedience, in a work en- 
titled, '^ Julian the Apostate ; with a short Account of his Life, 
and a Parallel betwixt Popery and Paganism." In this perform- 
ance, according to Wood, he was assisted by Thomas Hunt the 
lawyer. This book^ which made a good deal of noise at the time, 
was answered by the learned Hickes, in a treatise called'^ Jovian," 
in which, according to Anthony a Wood, the doctor hath, with 
unquestionable clearness, laid open the folly, '^ ignorance, weak- 
ness, and pernicious drift of that traitorous scribbler." Without 
entering into the controversy, there can be little doubt, that, so far 
as the argument from the example of the primitive Christians is 
Bound, Johnson has fairly made out his case. Indeed Dry den has 
little left to say, except, that if they did resist Julian, which he 
seems to admit, they were very wrong in so doing, and the less 
that is said about it, the more will be the credit of the ancient 
church. Johnson prepared a reply to ^' Jovian," called, the ^^ Arts 
of Julian to undermine Christianity ;" but the Rye-house Plot 
having intervened, he did not judge it prudent to publish it. He 
was called before the Privy Council, who insisted upon knowing 
why this book, which had been entered at Stationers hall, was not 
published? His answer alleged, that the ferment of the nation was 
so great, as to render the further discussion of the question impru- 
dent. They then demanded a copy of the book ; and added, that, if 
they approved of it, it should be published. To this insidious pro- 
posal he boldly replied, that^ having suppressed the book) it only 

VOL. IX. 2 A 
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contained his private thoughts, which he could be compelled tor 
disclose to no man on earth. For this answer he was committed to 

{>rison, and his house searched for the copies, which had fortunate- 
j been bestowed elsewhere. The court finding themselyes unable 
to reach Johnson for no^ publishing his second work, determined 
to try him for publishing his first Accordingly, he was brought to 
the bar, and insulted by Jefferies, who told hmi, he would give him 
a text, << Let every man study to be quiet, and mind his own busi- 
ness."-^'' I minded my business as an Englishman," answered this 
spirited man^ '^ when I wrote that book." All defence was in 
vain ; he was condemned to a heavy fine, and to lie in jail till it 
was paid ; which, in his circumstances, was equal to a sentence of 
perpetual imprisonment Even from his prison house, where he 
lay for five years, amid the accumulated distresses of sickness and 
poverty, he let his countrjrmen hear his voice, and failed not to 
enter an animated and vigorous protest against each new en« 
croachment upmi the liberty and religion of England.* At length, 
having published '* An humble and hearty Address to aU the 
English Protestants in this present Army,"t exhorting them not 
to serve as instruments to eradicate their religion and enslave 
their country, he again fell under the grasp of power, was tried 
and sentenced to be thrice pilloried, and whipp^ from Newgate 
to Tyburn, having been previously degraded trom his ecclesiastic 
cal orders. He bore both the previous ceremony of degradation, 
and the cruel punishment which followed, with the greatest mag" 
nanimity. When they disrobed him, he told the divines present, 
that he could not but grieve, since all he had written was to keep 
the gowns on their backs, they should nevertheless be the unhafH 
py iiTStruments to pull off his. When they put a Bible into his 
hand, as a part of the formality of degradation, and again took 
it from him, he was much affected, and said, with tears, they 
could not, however, deprive him of the use and benefit of that 
sacred deposit.^ On the Ist of December, 1686, he suffered the 



* After the Revolution these pieces were collected into a volume, and enti- 
tled, '^ A second five years Struggle against Popery and Tjrranny." The preface 
bears, that '^ they were written, not out of harm's way, but in the enemy's 
quarters, with so great danger /as well as difficulty, that I lived for many years 
together only from term to term. But no man ought to count his life dear to 
him in the cause of his country ; for he that is bound to love one neighbour as 
himself, must in proportion love ten millions of neighbours so many times better 
than hknself." 

+ That of James II., then encamped on Hounslow Heath. 

:|: They omitted to strip off his cassock ; and that slight drcumstaiice render- 
ed the degradation imperiect, and saved his benefice. 
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Remainder of his inhuman sentence $ the pain being his^ but the 
infamy that of the persons who imposed it. 

Afler the Revolution, the proceedings against this staUncb pa^^ 
triot were declared illegal ; and he received a pension of L.SOO 
Jrearly, with L.1000 in money, and a post for his son. Crewe^ Bi- 
ishop of Durham, who acted as one of the commissioners for dis^ 
charging the duty of the Bishop of London^ and as such was ac<* 
tiVe in Mr Johnson's degradation, compounded with him against 
a suit at law, by payment of a handscone sum* Yet Johnson's 
dangers were not over ; for such was the enmity of the adherents 
of King James against him, that a party of desperate assassins 
broke into his house by night, beat, woundedy and threatened to 
pistol him folr the books he had Written ; but, upon his wife's en- 
treaties^ at length desisted from their bloody design. The lattet 
part of his days was spent in quietness and mdependence. 

The reader may contrast the character which Dryden has given 
of Johnson, with that of Hampden, who» in |m account of him to 
the Duchess of Mazarine, says ; '* Being two yeats with him in 
the same prison^ I had tlie opportunity to know him perfectly 
well ^ and, to speak my thoughts of him in one word^ I can as- 
sure your Grace, that 1 never knew a man of better sense, of a 
tnore innocent life^ nor of greater virtue, which was proof against 
all. temptation^ than Mr Johnson«''— See Memorials of his Life 
prefixed to his Works in folio* 

NoteXlt. 

JtfBalack should be caWd to kave kisjdact. 
As profit is the loudest caU of grace, 
His temple f dispossessed of one y would he 
Replenished with seven devils niore hy Mce.— P. 831. 

The famous Gilbert Burnet was then lecturer at St Clemtints^ 
and preacher at the Rolls chapel^ under the patronage of Sir 
Harbottle Grimstone, Master of the Rolls. King Chatles was so 
anxious that he should be dismissed, as to make it his particular 
request to Sir Harbottle ; but the Master excused himself. It 
was here that he preached that famous sermon on the day of the 
Gunpowder Treason, 5th November, 1684, when he chose for his 
text, ** Save me from the Uon^s mouth, thou hast heard me firom 
the horns of the unicoms ;" which, in spite of the doctor's pro- 
testations to the contrary, certain suspicious persons considered 
as an allusion to the supporters of the king's arms. For this he 
was finally disgraced, and turned out of the chapel of the.Rolls* 
See Note on the Buzzard, in the << Hind and Panther." 
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Note XIII. 

Some in mu speedy pace I must outrun^ 

As lame MepUboshelh, the rvizarcTs son.^^'P* 331 • 

Samuel Pordage> a minor poet and dramatist of the time, drew 
this passing sarcasm on his person and pedigree, by a stupid poem 
called " Azariah and Hushai," published 1681-2 ; being an at- 
tempt to imitate or answer ** Absalom and Achitophel :** widi 
what success the reader maj judge^ from the following character 
of Drjden i 

Shimei, the poet laureat of that age. 

The foiling glorj of the Jewish stage, 

Who soourg^ the Priest, and ridiculed the Plot, 

Like common men, must not be quite forgot. 

Sweet was the muse that did his wit inspire. 

Had he not let his hackney muse to hire : 

But variously his knowing muse could sing. 

Could I>oeg praise, and could blaspheme die king ; 

The bad nuike good, good bad, and bad make worse. 

Bless in heroics, and in sadres curse. 

Shimei to Zabed*s * praise could tune his muse, 

And princely Azaria could abuse. 

Zimn, we know, he had no cause to praise. 

Because he dubbed him with the name of Bayes : 

Revenge on him did bitter venom shed. 

Because he tore the laurel from his head ; 

Because he durst with his proud wit engage, 

And brought his follies on the public stage. 

Tell me, Apollo, for I can't divine. 

Why wives he cursed, and praised the concubine ; 

Unless it were, that he had led his life 

With a teeming matron, ere she was a wife ; 

Or that it best with his dear muse did suit. 

Who was for hire a very prostitute. 

He also stepp'd forward to break a lance with our author, on 
the subject of Shaftesbury's acquittal ; and answered the ** Me- 
dal" by a very stupid poem, called the " Medal Reversed." To 
all this scurrilous doggrel, Dryden only replied by the single cou- 
plet above quoted. He calls Mephibosheth " the wizard's son," 
because the Reverend John Pordage, vicar of Bradfield, in Berk- 
shire, and father of the poet, Samuel, was ejected from his cure 
by the commissioners of Berkshire, for conversation with evil 
spirits^ and for blasphemy, ignorance, scandalous behaviour, de- 
vilism, uncleauness, and heaven knows what. His case of insuf- 
ficiency is among the State Trials, from which he seems to have 



Oliver Cromwdh 
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Ibeen a crazy enthusiast^ who believed in a correspoodence with 
genii and daemons. 

Samuel Pordage was a member of the society of Lincoln's Inn. 
He wrote three plays, namely, the " Troades," translated from 
Seneca, "Herod and Mariamne/' and '* The Siege of Babylon." 
He also published a romance called '* Eliana/' and prepared a 
new edition of ^^ God's Revenge against Murder," which was.pub-^ 
lished after his death. Pordage was, moreover^ author of '^ Her 
roic Stanzas on his Majesty's Coronation, 1661," and probably 
pf other Oiccasional pieces, deservedly doomed %o ojtilivion. ' 

Note XIV. 

Shun rotten Uzza as I mould the pox.'—V. 331 . 

. Jack Hall, ranked as a sort of third-rate poet and courtier 
jamong the minor wits of the time. In the ** Essay on Satire," he 
is mentioned as a companion of'' little Sid. for simile renowned.'^ 
Whether we suppose Sidley, or Sidney, to be represented under 
that character, as they were both at present in the country party, 
it is possible that Jack Hall went into opposition with his friend 
and admirer. See the note upon Hall, appended to the '' Ess^y 
pn Satire" 

Note XV. 

Doeg, though without knowing how or why^ 
Made still a blundering kind of melody* — P. 331. 

Elkanah Settle, whose original quarrel with our author is de^ 
tailed in the introductory remarks to their prose controversy, had 
now further incensed him, by tergiversation in politics; for Elka- 
nah, although origin^ly a Tory, was induced, probably by his 
connections as poet-laureat for the city, to go over to the party 
pf Monmouth and Shaftesbury.* His new friends made use of 
his talents in a two-fold capacity. Shaftesbury employed him to 
write a pampUet in favour of the Exclusion, entitled, " The Cha- 



* He had not so totally lost his poetical reputation, but that a brother biur4 
wat left to bewail his apostacy, as a disgrace to his talents : 

For one, who formerly stood candidate 
For wit and sense with men of highest rate, 
Apostatises from his former acts, 
And from his own Cambyses* fame detracts ; 
No more in verse his mighty talent shows, 
But libels princes with malicious prose 
This man m Comhill if you chance to meet, 
pr near the middle of Thrcadnccdlc street, 
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racter of a Po|>i8h Successor." When Settle ifterwards reoanted^ 
he said, this piece, which made some noise at the time^ unm n^ 
tOQched by *^ his noble fHend in Alders^ate Stre^" whose only 
objection was, that it #as not suQciently Yiolent in &TOur of in* 
surrection. Settle, baring a mechaniciU turni traS als6 employed 
as chief etidneer at the solemn pope-burning, which #e have so 
often mentloined ; in which charge he acquitted himself mu<^ to 
the satisfaction of his employers. On account of his literary and 
mechanical meritSt Sir Roger L'Estrange alloU him the double of* 
ficeof poet-laureat and master of the ordnance to the Whig faction, 
in the following passage of a dialogue between Jest and Earnest: 

**Jesi. For instance, I knew a lusty fellow who would not wiU 
lingly be thought Taliantyf who has an indifferent hand at making 
of crackers, serpents, rockets, and the other playthings that are 
proper on the 5th of November ; and has for such his skill receU 
▼ed applause^ and victuals, from the munificent gentlemen abodt 
Temme-bar. 

" Eamestf And he^ 111 warrant, is made maister Of the m4i 
pance? 

^^Jest. True ; and I think him very fit for it. But he*s like to 
have another employment, of a strangel3r different nature ; for, 
because this dull wretcb» once upon a time, wrote a fulsomdy 
nonsensical poemy in prose, being a character of a bugbear, he, 
forsooth, is desiened poet-laureat too ! 

** Earnest. These two oQces, as you say, one would think, 
should require diverse accomplishments. But then it may be 
said, that these may well enough be supplied by one man ; the 

goet to make ballads in peace, and betaKe himself to his other 
usiness in war. 
'^ Jest. Nay, his squibs and his poems have much what the 
same fortune ; they crack and bouncei and the boys and girls 
laugh at themr 

^* Earnest. Well, how great are the advantages ! I thought the 

Know, 'tis to pay his homage to the sun, 

Or rather to the hot-brain'd Phaeton, 

Whom Ovid blames ; but he does more pommen^. 

Advising straight the phariot to ascend. 

Loyalty Triumphant^ \gt July^ 1681* 

^ Ell^anah had Ibrfeite^ reputation for valour, by his conduct in a qumrel 
wiUi Otway ; as may be inferred from the line. 

Settle's a coward, because fool Otway fought him. 

In an answer to " The Character of a Popish Successor," called, " A Character 
of the true-blue Protestant Poet," Settle is termed, " 9, foo|, an arrant knave, » 
despicable coward, and a prophane atheist." 
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author of tbe satyric work upon the ^* Obeervator/' and HeracU- 
iuBf or the Perstm of Honour, that obh'ged the pie»£61)u with poe- 
tical reflectioiVB upon '^Absalotn and Achitophei;" Isa^Tj I thought 
these fonaken scribblers mighl; have bid fairest for tiie e^rergreepi 
twig. 

*^ Jest. I thought so too ; but hunger will break stono-widk. 
£lk. promises to vindicate Ludfer's first rebellioa for a few gui- 
neas. Poor Absalom and Achitophel .must e'en hide themselves 
in the Old Testament again ; ana I question whether they'll be 
isafe there from the fury of this mighty Cacadoggin. 

** Earnest* Silly chit 1 has he not learned the apologue of the 
Serpent and the File f But fare him weiV'^HeracKtus Redem, 
No. 50. 

From the last part of this passage, it appeara that Settle was 
jthen labouring upon his answer to ** Absuom and Achitophel^" 
for which Dryden condemned him to a disgracefid immortality. 
At length he came forth iBirith ^^ Absalom Senior, or Achitophel 
Transprosed." * 

In this piece, Dryden's plan is followed, by applying the names 
;ind history of scripture ]to modem persons and events. Thus, 
iQueen Elizabeth is Deborah^ and Sir Francis Drake, Barak ; the 
Papists are the worshippers of Baal, and the Duke of York is 
Absalom. The circumstance did pot escape the wi^ of Dryden^ 
^ho says of Settle^ in the t^jU, 

For almon/ds he!U ipry whote to his own mother, 
Or ca|^ young Absalom King David^s brother. 

Indeed, Elkanah seem^ himself to have been senidble of the ab- 
jsurdity of this personification, by whiph the king's brother, almost 
as old as himself, was conyerted into the blooming son of David ; 
and apologi^esy in his preface j^ddressed to the Tories, for *' the 
freedom of clapping but about a score of years e:^traordinary on 
the back of Absalom, IJfeither is it,-'' he continues^ '' altogether 
so unpardonable a poetical licence ; ^ince ^e find as great slips 
from the author pf your own ' Absalom/ where we see him bring 
in a Zimri into the court of David, who, in the scripture story^ 
died by the hand of Phineas, in t|ie days c^ Mo8es.t rfay, in the 



* The full title is, ^' Absalom Senior, or Achitophel Transprosed, a Poem. 
Si poptUus vuH decipi, &c. Printed for S. £., and sold by Langley Curtis, at 
the sign of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, near Flectbridge, 1682." 

-f This pithy objection would prove the impossibiUty of two persons bearing 
the same name, and existing at diflTercn^ periods of history. £lkanah did not 
observe, that, as there might have been an hundred, so there actually were at 
^east two Zimris in scripture stocy ; the second of whom rebelled against his 

13 
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other extreme, we find biro^ in another place, talking of the mar- 
tyrdom of Stephen, so many ages afler ; and, if «o famous an au- 
thor can forget his own rules of unity, time, and place, I hope 
you'll give a minor poet some grains of allowance/' 

Sir £• Godfrey's murder is disguised under that of Amnon, Ta- 

mar's rape heing explained the discovery of the jPlot ; 

• 

Baal's cabinet intrigues he open spread ; 
The ravish'd Tamar, for whose sake he bled. 

As Settle's poems have long fallen into total oblivion, from 
#hich his namenas only been rescued by the satirical pen of Dry- 
den ; and, as he was once thought no unequal rival for that great 
Eoet, the reader may be curious to see a specimen of his style. 1 
ave therefore inserted the few of the leading characters of '^Ab« 
salom Senior/' in which he has ** rhymed and rattled" -with most 
tolerable success. 

Duke of MoVmouth. 

In the first rank the youthful Ithream stood, 
' ' His princely veins fiU*d with ^eat David*s blood ; 
With so mudi manly beauty in his face, 
Scarce his high birth could lend a noblor grace ; - 
And for a mind fit for this shrine of gold, 
Heaven cast his soul in the same beauteous mould. 
With all the sweets of prideless greatness blest, 
And affable as Abraham's angel guest 

Shaftesbury. 

That second Moses* guide resolved to free 
Our Israel from her threatening slavery ; 
Idolatry and chains, both from the rods 
Of Pharaoh masters and Eg3rptian gods. 

Such our Barzillai ; but Barzillai too, 

With Moses* fate does Moses* zeal pursue ; 

Jjeads to that bliss which his own silver hairs 

Shall never reach, rich only to his heirs. 

Kind patriot, who, to plant us banks of flowers, 

With purling streams, cool shades, and summer bowers, 

His age*s needful rest away does fling. 

Exhausts his autumn to adorn our spring ; 

While his last hours in toils and storms are hurl*d, 

And only to enrich the inheriting world. 

Thus prodigally throws his life's short span. 

To play his country's generous pelican. 



master, Elah, king of Israel, and usurped tlic kingdom. If Dryden meant to 
apply either of these characters distinctly to the factious Duke of Buckingham^ 
it was probably the last, whose treason had become proverbial : " Had Zimri 
pe4ce, who slew his master ?** 
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^he ungainly appearance, uncouth delivery, and versatile po- 
:8 of the famous Duke of Lauderdale, are thus described : 

I^ not that hideous bulk of honour 'scape, 

Nadab, jthat sets the gazing crowd agape ; 

That old kirk-founder,, whose coarse croak could sing 

The Saints, the Cause, No Bishop, and No King ; 

When greatness dear^d his throat, and scoured Ms maw. 

Roared out Succession and the Penal Law. 



To Absalom's side does his Old Cov^ant bring. 
With state razed out, and interlined with king. 

Jefferies.. 

Of lo^4>om tools we bawling Shimei saw, 
Jerusal^'s late loud-tongued numth of law ; 
By blessings from abnighty bounty given, 
Shimei, no common favourite of heaven. 
Whom, l^t posterity should lose the breed. 
In five short moons indulgent heaven raised seed, 
Made happy in an early teeming bride. 
And laid a lovely heiress by hex §ide.* 

But| as was reasonably to be expected, Settle has exerted bis 
ole powers of satire and poetry in the description of hisanta- 
nist Dryden. And here let me remark, that almost all the ad* 
*8aries of our author commence their attack^ by an unwilling 
Dpliment to his poetical powers s 

But Amid -f had, alas ! the fate to hear 

An angry poet play his chronicler ; 

A poet raised above oblivion's shade. 

By his recorded verse immortal made. 

But, sir, his livelier figure to engrave. 

With branches added to the bays you gave. 

No muse could more heroic feats rehearse ; 

Had with an equal all-applauding verse. 

Great David's sceptre, and Saul^s javelin, praised, 

A p3nramid to his saint, Interest, raised. 

For which, religiously, no change he mist, 

From commonwealth's-man up to royalist ; 

JHayi would have been his own loath'd thing called priest ; 

Priest, which with so much gall he does describe, 

'Cause once unworthy thought of Levi's tribe. 



\ 



• Jefferies once, when recorder of London, called himself the Mouth of the 

r ; and the name became attadied to him, from tlie natural expansion of that 

ture. The scandalous circumstance alluded to by Settle, is the subject of a 

5I in the " State Poems." But Settle lived to write, ••' A Panegyric on the 

yal and Honourable Sir George Jeficiies, Lord Chief Justice of England, 

O." 

|- The Duke of Buckingham. Sec Note on Zimri, p. 353. 
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IddMr lIpoM bright towortt whore Art hat vondcn done^ * \ 

And at hb feet proud Jordan't waters zHn, v 

Where David^s si^t glads the blest summer^s sun, j 

A cdl there stands, bj pious fbunders raised. 

Both for its wealth and learned rabbim praised ; 

To this did an ambitions bard aspire. 

To be no less than lord of that bkst dioir ; 

Till wisdom deemed so sacred a command 

A jnue too great fi» his unhaUow'd hand. 

Besidef, lew3 Fame had told his piloted vow 

To LaqrA's oooing love, perch'd on a drooping bongb ; 

Laura, m ftithftir congtancy confined 

To Bthiop's enyy, and to iSl mankind ; 

Laura, though rotten, yet of mould divine. 

He had all her ■ ., and she had all his ooin ; 

Her wit so fiff his purse and sensie could drain. 

Till every — was sweetenM to a strain ; 

And if at last his nature can reform. 

As wearv grown of love*s tumultuous storm, 

*Ti8 agrs foult, not his, of power bereft,>^ 

He left not whoring, but of that was left 

Settle's end was utterly inglorious. In 16SS, he; deserted tl^e 
cause of the Whigs, and returned t6 that of the Tories ; for whom 
he wrote several periodical tracts^ in one of which, entitled, *' A 
Nanatire," he accused his old patron, Shaftesbury, of ccnrrecting 
the iSunous *' Character of a Popish Successor :?' and objecting, 
that it did not speak favourably enough of rebellion.* Whether 
compelled by poverty, or through ^eal for the royal cause, he be- 
came a trooper in King James's army, when it was encamped on 
Hounslow-Heath.f Finally, he took the prophetic hint convey^ 
ed in Dryden's lines, and became^ not indeed the master, but thQ 
assistant, to a puppet-show, kept by a Mrs Minns, |n Bartholo- 
mew-fair. Thus, the expression which Dryden had chiefly used 
in contemptuous allusion to the share which Settle had in direct- 
ing the Pope-burning, and the fire-works which accompanied it^ 
was literally fulfilled.;^ Nay, poor Elkanah, in his old age, was 

• Wood's AtheruB Oxonientes^ p. 1076, et sequen, 

-f North's Examen^ p. 96. — It does not appear that the Tories welcomed 
the return of their lost sheep. It is talked lightly of in their ballads and libels^ 
For instance, we have these two lines i|i ^^ The Poet's Address to King James 
II., surnam^ the Jutt .*" 

Character Settle, if you please to hate, 
Who, Jud|»-like, repented when too late. 

X At this time Bartholomew and Smithfield fairs exhibited many theatrical 
representations. From a letter of the facetious Tom Brown, we learn, that a 
variety of performers appeared upon temporary stages during these festive as- 
sembUes. To write droUs for them, and for the puppet-shows, though the last 
state of literary degradation, may have been attended with some scantling of 
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kt liftfgdi obliged not only to write for die puppcit-show, bdt to 
impear in It as a perfonner, inclosed in a case repte^ting a green 
migon of his own proper device. There are few readers who 
need to be remindea of Pope's famous lines. 

Yet lo { in me what authoiy have to famg on f 
Reduced at last to hiss in my own dragon. 
Avert it, heavfn ! that thou, my Gibber, e'er 
Shoi^d'st wag a scrpcnt-tafi in SmfthfidUl fidr I 

In the close of life, this veteran scribbler found admission to 
the Charter-house ; and hi that hospital, in the year 1724«, died 
the rival of Dry4en. 

In person, Elkanah Settlefwas tall, red-&ced, and wore asat- 
tin cap over his short black hairw 

Note XVI. 

i^ofv Hop f/our noses, readers, all and some. 
For herks a tun qf midnight tvork to come^ 
Ogfrom a treason'tavem roUmg home.'^F. 333. 

Our author had, very shortly before the publication of the se* 
cond part of '^ Absalom and Achitophel," made his enemy. Shad- 
wdl, the subject of a separate and cutting personal satire, called, 
^* MacFlecnoe." That poem, as we have noticed in the introduc*- 
torr remarks, has reference principally to the literary character 
of iiis adversary ; while, in the lines which follow, he considers 
liun chiefly as a political writer, and factionary of the popular 
party. Shadwell's corpulence, his coarse and brutal debauchery, 
bis hardi and clumsy style of poetry, fell under the lash on both 
occasions ; and it is astonisbmg with what a burning variety of 
colours these qualities are represented^ The history of his lite- 
rary disputes with Dryden, maybe perused in the introduction to 
^' MacFlecnoe/' In the *< Vindication of the Duke of Guise," 
Dryden has also given a severe flagellation to his corpulent ad« 
versary, in which he says, " that although Shadwell has oflen 
called him an atheist in print, he believes more charitably of his 
antagonist, and that he only goes the broad way, because the 
other is too narrow for him." 

Besides avenging abundance of personal abuse, Dryden, in the 
person of Shadwell, chastises a great supporter of the Whig cause 
imd principles. Shadwell himself complains, that, in the days of 
Charles and James, he *^ was silenced for a non-conformist poet." 
He was the chief among the '^ corrector-men," as the authors and 

profit. Dryden calls Settle ^' a Bartholomew-fair writer,*' in the ^' Vindication 
of th^ Duke of Guise," Vol. VII. p. 103. 
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publishen of the Whig party were oddly entitled;^ and received 
the reward of his priDcipies at the Revolution^ succeedingy as is 
well known, our author in the office of poet laureat. In the epU 
logue to the ** Volunteers/' a pla^ of Sliadwell's, acted aftar his 
death, the friends of the Revolution are called upon to applaud 
their favourite bard's last production : 

Crown yoa hu last performance with ap^dause, 
Who lore, fike him, our liberties and laws ; 
Let hut the honest party do him right. 
And their loud daps wOl give him &me, in spite 
pf the UpJOt hias of grumbTing Jacobite. 

Note XVII. 

JT^e, ploomj/, ihotightful, and on mischief bent ; 

While those Jor mere good fellowship Jreque/U 

The appointed club, can let sedition pass. 

Sense, nonsense, any thing to employ the glass.-^F. 335. 

The reader will find some account of the King's Head CIub» 
Vol. VIL p. 154*. North gives the following lively account of 
the vulgar, as he calls them^ of the popular faction. Their em- 
ploy, according to him^ was, ** to run about whispering here and 
there^ by which management they kept up the spirits of their fools, 
whose fire, without a continual pabulum of fresh news^ talks, and 
hopes, would go out. Amongst these, the cues and hints went 
about ; honesty drunken^ lying lellows, good company^ and always 
dear friends. A nod, with a wink^ had a notable signification, if 
it foDowed, * Have patience, you shall see.' — * I know somewhat 
extraordinary will be done skortly and soon, which will secure 
all on our side/ And thus passively wicked were these under- 
lingSj or fry of the party. They knew of the intrigue no more, 



• " The Whigs' Lamentation for the Death of their dear Brother Colledge, 
the Protestant Joiner :" 

Brave Colledge is hanged, the chief of our hopes, 
For pulling down bishops, and making new popes.. 
Our dear brother Property calls on the ground. 
In Poland, King Antony ne'er will be crown'd ; 
For now they're resolved that hearts shall be trump, 
And the 'prentices swear they will burn the old rump. 

Our case to the corrector-inen we must refer. 
To Shadwell and Settle, to Curtis and Carr ; 
To know who succeeds our late captain the joiner, 
He must be some artist, some carver, or coiner. 
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and were cdncei'ned as the wood of drums and the brass of truni« 
pets are in the war."*-—*' The pastime of this meeting, called the 
Clubi was very engaging to young gentlemen, and one who had 
once tasted the conversation could scarcely ever quit it. For some 
or others were continually coming and going, to import or export 
news or stories, as the trade required and afforded. There it was 
known in half an hour, what any member said at the committee 
pf elections, or in the house if it sat late. And every post carried 
the news and iales legitimated there, as also the malign construc- 
tions of all the good actions of the government, especially to places 
where elections were depending to shape men's characters into fit 
qualifications to be chosen or rejected. The Pope himself could 
not make saints so readily as they Papists, and so half-three-quar- 
ter Papists, as belief was prompt or difficult. And a lewd atheisti- 
cal fellow was as readily washed clean, and made a zealous Pro- 
testant. For that genus of perfection was not wanted in this dis- 
pensation, where no vice, immorality, heresy, atheism, or blas- 
phemous wit, had not professors ready to embrace willing disci- 
ples, who, for the sake of such sublimities of wit and sense as they 
were accounted, were ready to prostitute all principles of duty» 
and especially those that regarded allegiance to the crown.t" 

The well-known distinction of this famous club was a green 
ribband. In opposition to which, the Tories wore in their hats a 
scarlet ribband, with the motto. Rex et Uoeredes, The prologue 
to "Anna Bullen" very sensibly expostulates against these party 
badges : 

Was't not enough, vain men, of either side, 
Two roses once the nation did divide ; 
But must it be in danger now agen, 
Betwixt the scarlet and green ribbon men ? 

Note XVIII. 

Bu^ in the sacred annals of our Plot, 

Industrious Arod never he forgot ; 

The labours of this midnight magistrate 

May vie with Corah's to preserve the statc-^F, S35. 

Sir William Waller, son of the parliamentary general of the 
same name, distinguished himself during the time of the Popish 
Ploty by an uncommon decree of bustling activity. He was a 
justice of peace ; and, unawed by the supposed fate of his brother 
in the commission, and in knighthood. Sir Edmondbury God- 
frey, he stood forth the bold investigator of this bottomless coo* 
spiracy. It was he who had the fortune, by the assistance of Cap- 



• Examen, p. 394. f Examen, p. 373, 
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tain Dangerfidd^ to detect what was called the Meal- Tub Ploti 
which that fellow, who had been trafficking with both faotioos^ 
and probably meant to cheat both, chose to represent ais a Qham 
conspiracy, contrived to ruin Shaftesbury and nis friends. Upon 
this occasion. Sir William had much closeting with a magnani^ 
mous midwife, called Mrs Cellier, whom Dangerfield charged as 
an agent of the court, and who afterwards alleged, that the knight 
took some uncommon means to extort Confessions from her. Sir 
William Waller was also the person who discoTered Fitsharris's 
Plot ; and he intimated, that the king, who intended to turn it 
upon the Protestants, was so much displeased with his blowing 
up the project, that he threatened to have him assassinated. Th^ 
Tories allesed, that the pleasure of making these discoveries was 
not Sir Wuliam's sole reward, any more than zeal was bis only 
motive for gutting the Popish chapels. " In which/' says Kordii 
** he proceeded with such scandalous rigour, as to bring forth th0 

{ pictures and other furniture of great value, and bum them pub* 
icly ; which gave occasion to suspect, and some said positively^ 
that, under this pretence, he kept good things for himself; in a 
word, he was called the priest-catcher."* Anthony Wood joins ia 
the accusation of his rifling the Papists' houses of ffoods,and appro-> 
priating chapel ornaments as popish trinkets. I nnd that respect-> 
able person, Miles Prance, the witness, enters into a solemn vin« 
dication of the justice, from the practices alleged by North) Wood, 
and by the poet. *' Another damnable scandal they have broached^ 
which, though it be principallv levelled at Sir William Waller, as 
if he, under pretence of searching for priests, and seizing popish 
trinkets, should take away money, plate, and other things oi VS'* 
lue from the owners, and necklaces of pearls for beads; yet, since 
I very frequently went along with him, it does obliquely reflect 
upon me, and I cannot but do that worthy gentleman the right to 
justify him against such a most false, groundless, and malicious 
slander. I do therefore declare, in the presence of God, and shall 
be ready to attest upon oath, that whensoever I attended him in 
searches, which was almost every day, I could never discover in 
him the least inclination to any such base practices ; but that, to 
the contrary, he behaved himself as a good Christian and just ffia^ 
gistrate ; for, wherever we came, what money we found was left 
m the owner's possession ; and as for chalices, and pieces of plate 
belonging to priests, and used in their mass, or for keeping of holj 
oil, we did indeed batter or break them to pieces, but always re- 
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turned all the pieces to the proprietors. But their copes and 

{iriestiy vestments^ superstitious pictures^ habits of monks be- 
onging to their peculiar orders, and such like trumpery, we did 
sometimes take away^ and cause them to be publicly burned, ne« 
ver making anv advantage thereo£ And as to any necklaces of 

Searl^ reported to be by him taken away, I am more than confi- 
ent the same is as arrant a lie, as that he thought one Beding- 
field, whom he took at Newark, to have been the same Beding* 
field, who died in the Gatehouse ; for he well knew it was another 
tnan."* Prance confirms this attestation by a special case, in 
which Sir William returned to a priesti not only his money, but 
a silver tobacco-box.t 

Derrick mentions Sir William standing candidate, in 1679, to 
be a member of Parliament^ in which he failed ; and adds, that 
the publicans, who trusted him, found much ado to get their mo- 
ney. When the court party gained an ascendance. Sir William 
Waller was first struck out of the commission, and afterwards 
committed to prison, to the great triumph of the Tories4 He 
afterwards went to Holland; and, with Robert Ferguson and 
Bethel, is specially excepted from the general pardon granted a& 
ter Monmouth's defeat. — Ralph, Vol* I. p. 918. 



* See L^Estrange^s ^' Narrative of ihe Plot.*' A similar, and still more 
ttxiuifle mistake of the worthy justice, b coupled with an allusion to the neck- 
laoet in a pasquinade called ^^ Gate's Boarding School at Camberwell, writ by 
J. I)ean, author of the Wine Cooper, the Hunting of the Fox, the Badger in the 
Tox Trap, the Lord Russell's Farewell, the LoyS Conquest, the Dut<£ MiUer, 

&C'* 

«' Waller his pots of venison. 

He took for priests, may sell ; 
His amber necklaces make known 

Our saints at Camberwell.*' 

•f- Mr Prance^s ^^ Answer to Mrs Cellier*s Letter, containing also a Vindica- 
tion of Sir William Waller, &c with the Adventure of the Bloody BLidder, 
&C." The good justice was perhaps quite innocent of these aspersions ; but the 
evidence of Mr MUes Prance is a little suspicious. 

f As appears from numerous ballads upon his meeting Mrs Cellier in New- 
mte, &c For example, we have '< Dagon's Fall, or the Knight turned out of 
Conmussion ;'* (on Sur William Waller, printed 12th April, 1080, LuttreU's 
Note which was answered by a Mliig ballad, bearing in fVont this bold de- 
fiance ; '' An Answer to Dagon's Fall, being a Vindication of Sir William Wal- 
ler, (printed 15th May, 1680, L.) 

He that lately writ the Fall of Dagon, 
Is a rigid Papist, or a Pagan. 
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Note XIX. 

IFhofur tkelr own dcfinot giit mo mppiy. 

But reJuii the crtfft'i prerogatirct must b^ ,• 

jfi if their monirch't n^hi* to tkijU 

More needful tr^re^ ihfin to prcjierre the sUdf ! — P. S36. 

The \Vhigt of those days had constant recourse to t!ie despe- 
rate ren:edy of refusing supplies, when dissatiified vriili the ooort 
This ultimate meaiFure o'jgiit ooiy to be adopted in cases of ex- 
tremitr ; because the want of means to maintain the usual correnl 
expences for the law, ar:u the defence of the coontrr, giresape- 
riloof shock to the whole system of government. At that tiaie» 
however^ it was held so efifectual a cheeky and so necesswj, tbtt 
the Whig citizens^ in a paper of instructions furnished to thdr re- 
presentatives in 1680-1 9 having thanked them for their goodser- 
vice, more especially for their zeal for the Exclusion Bill, proceed 
to rcfcommendy ** that they would still literally pursue the same 
measures, and grant no supplier to the crown, till thej saw theoi- 
selves frffectually secured from Popery and arUtraiy pcnrer.* 

Note XX. 

His absence David does rvilh tears advise. 

To appease their rage; undaunted he complies, — P. 337. 

In 1678-9, when the Plot hung like a comet over England, the 
king thought it necessary to assent to the counsel of the Earl of 
Danby, and request the Duke of York to give way to the storm, 
and silence the popular clamour, by retreating for a season to the 
Continent. The duke requested a particular order, lest it should 
be supposed he fled from a consciousness of guilt. The order was 
in these words : '' I have already given you my resolution at largCi 
why 1 think it fit that you absent yourself some time beyond the 
seas. As I am truly sorry for the occasion, so you may be sure 
I shall never desire it longer than it may be absolutely necessary 
for your good and my service. In the meantime, I think proper 
to give it you under my hand^ that I expect this compliance from 
you, and desire it may be as soon as conveniently you can. You 
may easily perceive with what trouble I write this to you, there 
being nothing I am more sensible of than the kindness you have 
ever had for me. 1 ho])e you are as just to me, as to be assured, 
that no absence, nor any thing else, can ever change me from be- 
ing truly and kindly yours, C. R. February 28th,- 1678-9." Su- 
ptrKcribod, '* For my most dear friend the Duke of York." 

Authors differ concerning the *' store of parting tears," which 
were shed on the separation of the royal brothers. Burnet says, 
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that the duke wept mtich^ bnt the king did ncyt eeem affected. 
Others RfGarm, that both brothers testified much emotion. The 
duke retired to Brussels, where he remained till the time of the 
king's illness, so often mentioned. 

Note XXI. 

Dinemited oa^HoUg bribed mth Egvpi's gold. 
Even tanhearims in blind obedienceKcld.'^V* S41* 

Thst Charles II. was a pensioner of France^ is now generally 
allowed. But, though Louis was willing to afford tiie king of 
England such suppues as to save him from the necessity of 
llurowing himself on his parliament, it was equally his policy to 
fester such opposition to him in that assembly, as might totally 
engage the eyes of both parties upon domestic feuds, and with- 
draw them from marking his own ambitious strides towards uni- 
versal power. For this it was necessary, tiiat his minister Ba- 
riUon should have an understanding with tiie leaders of the po- 
pujar party. Hence each fiiction, as truly as loudly, accused the 
other of the unwortiiy dependence on France, to wMdi botii were 
in secret reduced. An account of the French intrigues with the 
popular party, and of the money distributed among their chiefs, 
may be round in Dalrymple^s memoirs. 

Note XXII. 

Ffwn Hebron now the su^Mng heir returned, 
A realm that long with cwU discord mourn* d; 
Till his approach, like some arriving god, 
Composea and heatd the place qfhts abode.^^F* 343. 

In some respects, the presence of the Duke of York in Scotland 
was very acceptable to the nobles and gentry of that kingdoiti. 
There is, among Somers' Tracts, a letter from a person of quality 
in Scotland, who professes, that, although a zealous Protestant, 
he had been converted from his opinion in favour of the Bill of 
Exclusion, by '< the personal knowledge of his very many excel- 
lencies and virtues." Doubtless, many circumstances drew the 
Scots to the fiu;tion and favour of the duke. They saw the halls 
of their ancient palace again graced with the appearance of 
ravahy, and occupied by a descendant of their long nae of kings. 
The formal, grave, and stately decorum of James, was more suit- 
able to the Imbits of a proud, reserved, and somewhat pedantic 
people, than the lighter manners of Charles. The proud, as well 
as the ittgoiious, know, and feel, the value of favours conferred 
by those who resemble them. York applied himself particularly 
to secure the personal attachment of tne Highland chiefs^ and to 
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staunch the feud» by which their clans were divided. He, no 
doubt, reckoned upon the assistance of these ready warriors^ in 
case the swonl hail been drawn in England ; but he little fore- 
saw, that the last hopes of his family were to depend on the ge- 
nerous attachment of the descendants of the chieftains whom he 
then cultivated, and that his race were to involve in their fall the 
ruin of the patriarchal and feudal power of these faithful adherents. 
But if the conduct of James in these particulars was laudable^ on 
the other hand* by introducing an inconsistent and abenrd teat 
into the law, by making it the means of ruining a loyal and in- 
nocent nobleman, the Earl of Argyle, by satiatmg his own eyesr 
with the tortures inflicted on the Covenanters, — he gave tokens 
of that ill-judged and bigotted severity* which was the cause of 
his being precipitated from the throne. Settle gives a juster^ if a 
less poetical* account of the manner in which he spent his exile : 

Whilst sweating Absalom, in Israel pent. 

For fresher air was to bleak Hebron sent, — 

Cold Hebron, warmed by his approaching sight, 

FluahM with his gold, arid glovM with aew deUgh 

Till sacred, all- converting interest. 

To loyalty, their almost iinknown guett. 

Oped a broad gate, from whence forth issuing eonfie 

Decrees, tests, oaths, for well*800th*d Absubm. 



Note XXIII. 

*j\Iongst whom was Jothran, Jothran always bent 
To serve the crown^ and loyal by descent, — P. 343- 

Admiral Legge, created Earl of Dartmouth by Charles XL, 
and a particular friend of the Duke of York. When James came 
to the throne, he loaded Dartmouth with favours, and paid a 
singular testimony to the family loyalty, celebrated in the text 
In I61S7, while the earl attended the king on his progress, the 
city of Coventry presented his majesty with a massive gold cup, 
which he instantly delivered to Lord Dartmouth^ telling him, it 
was an acknowledgment from the city for the sufierings of his 
father, who had long lain in jail there on account of his adhe- 
rence to the king during the Civil Wars. In the succeeding year, 
Dartmouth was made admiral o^ the fleet of England. Hr was, 
perhaps, the worthiest man, and most faithful servant, in the 
court of King James, whom he truly loved and served, though 
he disapproved of his arbitrary encroachments, and spoke his 
mind on the subject without fear or scruple. Although a here- 
ditary enemy of Lord Russell, Dartmouth had the generosity to 
interfere in his favour. He set sail from Torbay, with the Eng- 
lish fleet to intercept that of the Prince of Orange, at the time 
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of the Revolution. Had they met^ a bloody action must have 
been the consequence ; but God ordered it otherwise. The same 
wind^ which carried the Dutch fleet into Torbay, forced back 
the English to the Downs ; and before Dartmouth could again 
put to sea^ the officers and sailors were as dnwilling to resist the 
Prince of Orange, as the nobles and land army. When Lord 
Dartmouth found it was entirely out of his power to serve King 
James, he called a council of war^ and joined in an address to 
Kin^ William. In 1691-2, he was committed to the Tower, on 
sugpusion of holding correspondence with his old mafiter. 

Note XXIV. 

Nor can Benaiah's north forgotten lie, 
Ofsteady soul when pubhc siorms were high ; 
Whose conduct, while the Moorjierce onsets madei 
Secured at once our honour ana our trade* — P. S43. 

General Edward Sackville^ a gentleman of good quality re« 
luted to the Dorset &mily^ who had served at Tangier with great 
Teputation, both for courage and judgment. Being a particular 
friend of the Duke of York^ he expressed himself tery cbntemp- 
tuoudy concerning the Popish conspiracy^ sayiag, ^' they were 
sons of whores who believed there was a plot, and he was a lying 
rogue that said it." The Commons, being then in the very height 
of their fermentation on this subject, not only spelled Sackville 
from the House, but prepared an address to the king, that he 
might be made incapable of holding any office. He was com- 
mitted to the Tower^ but shortly afterwards set free, and re- 
stored to his military rank^ though not to his seat in the House. 
After noticing Dartmouth^ Sackville, and the other real friends 
of the Duke of York, the poet stigmatizes those concealed ene* 
mieSf who now affected to congratulate his return : 

■ Those who sought his ahsenc^ to betray. 

Press first their nauseoos false respects to pay ; 
Him still the oS&asms hypocrites molest. 
And with oflicioas duty break his r^st* 

A marginal note on Luttrell's copy points out the Earl of An- 
giesea as particularly concerned in this sarcasm. In a prologue^ 
spoken before the duke at his first appearance at the theatre idfter 
his return, Dryden is equally severe on these time-serving cour« 

StSU we are ihrongM so full with Reynard*s race. 
That loyal subjects scarce can find a place. 
Thus modM truth is cast bdiind the crowd. 
Truth spedn too bw, hypocrisy too kmd. 
Let them be first to flatter in success ; 
Duty can stay, but guilt has need to press. 
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Note XXV. 

Who now an envioiu festival inttalU, 

jind to mroey their Hrength, the faction calls, 

Whiehfraud, religious nnnrship too, wmst gild i 

But oh how weakSf does sedition hold I 

For, h ! the ro^t mandate issues forth, 

Dashiag at onoe their treason^ zeal, and flKr<i.«^P. S4& 

The Duke of York maintained some interest in the eity^ by 

beinff captain-general of the Artilleiy Company, who invited him 
to dme at Merchant-Taylon' Hall^ on April 21, 1682. The 
party of Monmouth and Shaftesbury resolved to have a meet- 
ing in opposition to that which was proposed ; and tickets, at a 
guinea a-piece^ of which the following is a copy^ were circula- 
ted among their adherents : 

'^ It having pleased Almighty God, by his wonderful provi- 
dence, to deliver and protect his majesties person, the Pmiest- 
ant religion, and English liberties, hitherto nrom the helliah and 
frequent attempts of their enemies the Papists ; in teadnumy of 
thankfulness herein, and for the preserving and improving mn* 
tiud love and charity amonff such as are sensible thmofy yoa arc 
desired to meet many of ue loyal Protestant nobility, gentry, 
clergy, and citiaens, on Friday the 2l8t day of this instant Apn^ 
1682, ai ten of the clock, at St Michael's Church, in CornhiU, 
there to hear a sermon, and from thence to go to Haberdashers' 
Hall to dinner, and to bring this ticket with you." 

A sermon was accordingly prepared for this great occasion ;* 
and doubtless contained what is vulgularly called a touch of the 
times. All other preparations for this great entertainment were 
made with proper magnificence; but the design was utterly 
quashed by the following proclamation : 

" Whitehall, April 19. His Majesty was pleased, this after- 
noon, to make the following order in council, at the court of 
Whitehall, this Ipth day of April, l683. By his Majesty, and 
the Lords of his Majesty's most honourable privy council. 



• " By the Reverend Thomas Jekyll," says Anthony a Wood ; and adds, •* it 
was published under the title of *^ True Religion makes the best Loyalty.** But 
Anthony was not a man to detect the irony, which I rather think Mr Jekyll had 
in view ; his text being xxiv. Proverbs, 21. I suspect the clergyman hung out 
false colours to delude the Whigs ; for surely he could never have intended to 
preach before Monmouth and Shaftesbury upon the wordsi *•*• Fear God and ho- 
nour the king, and meddle not with them that are given t0 change." Athena^ 
p. 1075. 
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** Whereas^ the appointing of publique fasts and thanksgiving 
is matter of state^ and belongs only to his majesty^ by his ptero* 
gative^ and his majesty being informed that^ m the city of Lon- 
don^ invitations have been made of great and unusual numbers^ 
by printed tickets, one of which is hereunto annext ; his majesty 
looks upon the same as an insolent attempt^ in manifest deroga- 
tion of his right, and of dangerous consequence: The matter of 
the said invitation being of a publique nature, and the manner of 
carrying it on, tending to sedition, and raising distinctions and 
confederacies among his sutnects, against the .known laws and 
peace of the kingdom, his majesty, therefore, by the advice of his 
council, hath thought fit, and aoth hereby strictly charge and 
command the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London, as tliey will 
answer the contrary at their penl, to take immediate and effec- 
tual care to prevent and hinder the said meeting, as an unlawful 
assembly ; and all sheriffs, constablesi and others his majestjr's 
officers in the said city, are hereby commanded to be aiding and 
assisting therein." 

This disappointment, trifliUff as it may seem, was of great dis- 
advantage to the Whigs, It maae them ridiculous ; which is more 
fatal to a political party than any other misfcMtune ; for few chuse 
to belong to the faction who have the lauffh against them. The 
Tory poets exuhed in the opportunity of wewm^ their wit ; and 
we have perpetual allusions to this ludicrous incident, in the fu- 
gitive pieces of the time. Thus, Otway, in the prologue to the 
'' City Heiress, or Sir Timothy Treatafi :" 

This daemon lately diew in many a guest^ 
To part with zealous guinny for do ftast ; 
Who, but the most incorrigible Ams, 
Forever dooni*d in dismal ceUs, culedthops« 
To cheat and damn tbemselyes to get dirir Uvings, 
Would lay sweet money out in sham thanksgivings ? 
Sham-plots you may have paid for o'er and o'er. 
But who e'er paid for a sham treat before ? 

In a congratulatory poem on the Whigs entertainment, we 
have a similar strain of exultation^ thougl^ I belkve^ it is Uiere 
ironical : 

Hollow boys, faoBow, hollow once, aso^n I 
'Tother haJf crown fihtil tfieti reilriBra youf pain ; 
Alas ! jpoor Wbigg, wher^ wilt thou sneak&g so. 
Thy wme is spflC thy pyes and eakes aM doi^ ; 
Down go the coppers, tables, shdres, and ally 
And so fare well to Haberdashers' HalL 



€i 



The Loyal Feast, af^inted to be kept in Haberdashers' 
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Hall, on Friday the Slat of April* 1682, by his Majesty's most 
loyil true-blue Protestant Subjects, and how it -"■'■ ""^ " 



The Whip ftom Doith to aootli. froon CMC to 
Did all oootriboie to a k^ Ibmc ; 

To this giwt vocfc* A gtuocj ^"'^ ^ lo^ 
Th^ ckn^d Chi ttalk of iidi, floh, lbwl» and 
When Tonj and biSM Pcridn wit a fM ; 
But vhat wciBeadad tbif, made op the jaM. 



Tonj wai aiiallt hut of noUe nee* 

And wai belared of areiy one ; 
He bcoacfaM his tap» and it ran apace. 

To make a aolenm treat fbr all the town. 
He eent to jeoman) kni^tf and loidy 

The IioIt tribe to entertaiD* 
With all the nation could afibid ; 

But Tonj will never be himself again. 

With thanks and prajers for our good king, 

Thcj Tow*d to solonnize the daj ; 
But nnral Charles, he smoked the things. 

And sent the rabble with a pox awaj. 
He seat his summons to the eit. 

Seditious meetingi to refrain ; 
The feast was broke, and the guests were beshit. 

And Tony will never be himsdf again. 

And now the capons fly about. 

With fricassees of amber grice. 
And chickens ready dressed, they shout 

About the street for pence apiece. 
The Whigs did wish the counsel choked, 

Who did this noble feast restrain : 
All down in the mouth, to be thus bawk*d, 

Poor Tony will ne*er be himsdf again. 

Note XXVI. 

First write Bezaliel, whose illustrious name 
Forestall our praise, and gives his poet Jame ; 
The Kenites rocky province his command, — P. 54?. 

The Marquis of Worcester, Lord President of Wales, was a 
keen opponent of the Bill of Exclusion ; insomuch, that by a vote 
of the Commons in 1680, he was declared a favourer of Popery^ 
(then an imputation of tremendous import,) and an address was 
appointed to be preferred against him, Halifax, Clarendon, and 
others, as enemies to the king and kingdom. It may be suppo« 
sed, that this was far from lowering me marquis in the king's 
esteem ; on the contrary, in l682, he was created Duke of Beau- 
fort. At the Duke of Monmouth's invasion he commanded in 
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Bristol, and was an effectual means of stopping his progress ; for, 
when he appMmched diat dty^ which contained many of his par- 
tizans^ the Duke of Beaufort, -finding there was great danger of 
an insurrection in the place, declared, that he would bum the 
town the instant he saw the slightest symptoms of disloyalty. 
When this was made known to Monmouth* he exclaimed, ^' God 
forbid I should be the means of exposing so noble a city to the 
double calamity of sword and fire 1" Accordingly, he instantly 
altered the direction of his march, leaving behind him that rich 
and populous city, which, if he could have carried it, contained 
rnen to increase his forces, stores to supply them, arms to equip 
them, and money to pay them. This proved a fatal indulgence 
•f compassion : 

** Ambition should be made of sterner stuiE" 

The Duke of Beaufort continued to be a friend to James, atYer, 
by abdicating his throne, he had ceased to be a friend to himself. 
He voted against William in the Convention Parliament. Lord 
Herbert, of Ragland, the duke's eldest son, in whom he " saw all 
his glories copied," as the poet has it, was, according to Wood, 
entered at Christ Church, Oxford, and took the degree of Master 
of Arts in 1681. 

An account of the Duke of Beaufort's noble house-keeping, 
and mode of educating his family, has been preserved by Roger 
North, and presents so curious a picture of the interior of a great 
family, in the end of the 17th century^ that I think the reader 
will be pleased to see it : 

" One year his lordship, (the Lord Chief Justice North, after- 
wards Lord Keeper GuUford,) concluded at Bristol, made a visit 
at Badminton to the Duke of Beaufort, and staid about a week. 
For the duke was descended from a North of his lordship's family, 
vie. one of the Lord Edward North's daughters, whom a lineal 
ancestor ^ his grace married. So, besides conformity of prind- 

Ele, with respect to the public, they were, by this relation, qua- 
fied for mutual respect and honour. I mention this entertain- 
ment as an handle of shewing a princely way of living, which that 
noble duke used, above any other, except crowned heads, that I 
have had notice of in Europe ; and, in some respects, greater than 
most of them, to whom he miffht have been an example. He had 
above L.SOOO per annom in his hands, which he managed by 
stewards, baili£&, and servants ; and, of that, a great part of the 
ooontry, which was his own, lying round about him, was part» 
and the husbandmen, &c were of his family, and provided tor in 
hit large expanded house. He bred all his horses, which came 
to the husbandry first colts, and, from thence, as they were fit, 
Wiere taken into his equipage ; and, as by age, or accident, they 
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grew unfit for that servioe^ they were returned to the place firom 
whence they cameb and there expired; except what» for plenty or 
unfitness, were sold or disposed of. He had about two huncued 
persons in his fiimily, all provided for^ and, in his capital hoosc^ 
nine original tables covered every day ; and« for the accommoda- 
tion of so many, a large hall was biult, with a sort of alcove at 
one end, for distinction ; but yet the whole lay in the view of him 
that was chief, who had power to do what was proper for keepipg 
order amongst tliem; and it was his charge to see it done* The 
tables were properly assigned, as, for example, the chief stewsid 
with the gentlemen and pages ; the master of the horse with tbe 
coachmen and liveries ; an under steward with the bailifis and 
some husbandmen ; the derk of the kitchen with the bakerii 
brewers, &c. all together ; and other more inferior people, under 
these, in places apart. The women had their dining-room also^ 
and were distributed in like manner ; my lady's chief woman with 
the gentlewomen ; the housekeeper with the maids, and some 
others. The method of governing tnis great family was adnurable 
and easy, and such as might have been a pattern for any manage* 
ment whatever ; for, if the duke or duchess (who concerned ha- 
self much more than he did; for every day of her life, in the 
morning, she took her tour, and visited every office about the 
house, aaod so was her own superintendant) observed any thing 
amiss or suspicious, as a servant riding out, or the like, nothing 
was said to that servant, but his immediate superior, or one of an 
higher order, was sent for, who was to inquire and answer if leave 
had been given, or not ; if not, such servant was straight turned 
away. No fault of order was passed by ; for it may be conclu- 
ded, there are enough of them that pass undiscovered* All the 
provisions of the family came from foreign parts, as merchandize. 
Soap and candle were made in the house, so likewise the malt 
was ground there ; and all the drink that came to the duke's 
table, was of malt sun-dried upon the leads of his house. Those 
are large ; and the lanthom is in the centre of an asterisk of 
glades, cut through the wood of all the country round, four (ff 
five in a quarter, almost a perie de vue. Diverse of the gentlemen 
cut their trees and hedges to humour his vistos ; and some plant- 
ed their hills in his lines, for compliment, at their own charge^ 
All the trees, planted in his parks and about, were fenced with a 
dry wall of stone, taken out where the tree was set. And with all 
this menagery and provision, no one, that comes and goes for 
visits^ or aSain with the duke, (who was lord^lieutenant of four 
or five counties, and Lord President of Wales,) that could observe 
any thing more to do there than in any other nobleman's houae ; 
so little of vain ostentation was to be seen there. At the entrance 
where coaches ordinarily came in, the duke built a neat dwelling- 
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house ; but pompous stables^ which would accommodate forty 
horses^ as well as the best stalls he had. This was called the 
inn> and was contrived for the ease of the suitors, as I may call 
them ; for^ instead of half--A-crown to his servants at taking horsey 
sixpence there^ for form« served the turn; and no servant of his 
Gune near a gentleman's horse ; but they were brought by their 
own servants, except such as lodged, whose equipages were in 
his own stables. 

. '^ As«£br the duke and dudiess, and their friends, there was no 
time of the day without diversion. Breakfast in her gallery, that 
opened into the gardens ; then perhaps a deer was to be kUled, 
or the gardens and parks, with me several sorts of deer, to be vi- 
sited ; and if it required mounting, horses of the duke's were 
brought for all the compmy. And so, in the afternoon, when 
the ladies were disposed to air, and the gentlemen with them, 
coaches and six came to hold them all. At half an hour after 
eleven, the bell rang to prayers, so at six in the evening; and, 
through a gallery, the best company went into an aisle in the 
church, (so near was it,) and the duke and duchess could see if 
all the &inily were there. The ordinary pastime of the ladies was 
in a gallery on the other side, where she had diverse gentlewo- 
men commonly at work upon embroiderv and fringe-making ; for 
all the beds of state were made and finished in the house. The 
meats were very neat, and not gross ; no servants in livery at* 
tended, but those called gentlemen only; and in the several 
kindfli, even down to the snuill beer, nothing could be more choice 
than the taUe was. It was an oblong and not an oval ; and the 
duchess, with two daughters only, sat at the upper end. If the 
gentlemen chose a glass of wine, the civil offers were made either 
to go down into the vaults, which were very large and sumptii- 
oua, or servants, at a sign given, attended with salvers, &c* and 
many a brisk round went iS>out ; but no sitting at table with to- 
bacco and healths, as the too common use is. And this way of 
entertaining continued a week, while we were there, with incom- 
parable variety: for the duke had always some new project, 
building, walling, or planting, which he would show, and aw hia 
friends their advice about ; and nothing was forced or straine^ 
but easy and familiar, as if it was, and really so I thought it to 
be, the conunon course and way of living in that family* 

'' One thing more I must needs relate, which the duke tcld 110 
smiling, and it was this : When he was in the midst of his build« 
ing, his neighbour, the Lord Chief Justice Hales, made him a 
visit ; and observing the many contrivances the duke had for the 
disposing of so great a &mily, he craved leave to suggest one to 
him, which he thought would be much for his service, and it was. 
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to have but one door to his house, and the window of his stodj, 
where he sat most, open upon that. This diows how hard it is 
for even wise and learned men to consider things without them- 
selves. The children of the fiunily were bred with a phUosophi- 
cal care. No inferior servants were permitted to entertain them^ 
lest some mean sentiments, or fooliso notions and fables, should 
Kteal into them ; and nothing was so strongly impressed upon 
them as a sense of honour. Witness the Lord Arthur, who, b& 
ing about five years old, was very angry with the judge for hang, 
ing men. The judge told him, that, if they were not hanged, 
they would kill and steal. ' No,' said the litue boy, * you shooU 
make them promise upon their honour the^r will not do so, and 
then they will not.' It were well if this institutionary care of 
parents were always correspondent in the manners of all the 
children ; for it is not oftoi found to prove so."—- Lt/e of the Lord 
Keeper Chiil/brd, p. 132. 

Note XXVII. 

Brave Abdael o'er the prophets g school mas placed^ 
Abdael, wUh all his father's virtue graced, — P. 34& 

Christopher, Duke of Albemarle, son to the restorer of the mo- 
narchy. He seems to have had no particular character of his own, 
excepting that he was fond of mechanicsi and su^ested some im- 
provements on the diving-bell. The Whig writers seldom men- 
tion him without a sneer at his understanding. * His talents were, 
however, sufficient to recommend him to be chancellor of Cam- 
bridge, in place of the Duke of Monmouth, once the idol of the 
university, but whose picture they, in l682, consi^ed to the 
flames, with all the solemnities of dishonour, t There is a 1%- 
daric ode upon the election of the Duke of Albemarle to this pre- 
sidency over the seat of the Muses, containing a suitable quan- 



* The addressers for the county of Deron, are ironically said to have 
** introduced by that wise and high-born prince, Christopher, Duke of Albe- 
iparle.** JUstortf of Addresses, p. 47. 

•f In 1685. It is remarkable, that Goodman the actor, when a student at 
Cambridge, had been expelled for being concerned in cutting and defacing that 
same picture, which the university, by a solemn act, appointed to be burned in 
public Stepney has a poem on this solemnity, witli the apt motto, which v^ 
plies to mobs, whether composed of the learned or ignorant : 

— — — Scd quid 

Turlxi Jicmi? Sciiuitur fortunam ul semper fCt odil 
Darnnatos, 
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iity of bombast and flattery ; it condudes by promising his grace 
a poetica] immortality : 

Some hBp^ fiivowite tit the mne» 
Some Spenser, Cowley, Dryden, shall be thine < 

Happy bards, who erst did dream 

Near thy own Cam*s inspiring stream ; 
He midst the records of immortal fame. 

He njidst the.star8 shall fix thy name, 
The muses sm^V &nd tiie muses theme. 

When Monmouth midertook liis ill-fated expedition, Albemarle 
mardied against him with the militia of Devon ; but the ex- 
diancellor of Cambridge baffled the attempts of his^successor to 
coop him up at Lyme^ and compelled him to retreat with some 
disorder. Monmouth^ after assuming the title of king, sent a 
summons to Albemarle to claim his allegiance, who returned a 
cold and contemptuous answer. In 1687, Albemarle was sent 
abroad as governor of Jamaica ; in which island he died. 

NoteXXVIII. 

EUab our next labour does invite. 

And hard the task to do EUab right — P. 348. 

Sir Henry Bennet was the constant attendant of Charles II. 
during his exile : after the Restoration, he became a member of 
the Cabal administration, and secretary of state. He was finally 
Lord Chamberlain, and through many turns of politics retained 
the fiivour of Charles 11.^ perhaps as much from making himself 
useful in his pleasures, as from the recollection of his faithful at- 
tachment. He was learned, and accustomed to business ; but, 
being naturally of a slow understanding, and having acquired a 
formal manner during his stay in Spam, much enhanced by a 
black patch which he wore to conceal a wound on his noscy there 
was something ridiculously stiff in his demeanour. Charles II., 
who put no value upon a friend in comparison to a jest, is said 
to have had much delight in seeing the Duke of Buckhigham, 
or any of his gay courtiers, by the help of a black patch and a 
white stafi^, enact Harry Bennet. Mulgrave thinks, that a ludi- 
crous idea being thus associated with Arlington, and all that 
concerned him, he came to be generally thought a man of less 
abilities than he reaUy was. He adds, he was of a generous tem<« 
per, and served his mends warmly. Being once ungratefully 
used by one whom he had benefit^, he asked Mulgrave, what 
effect he thought it would have upon him ; and prevented his an- 
swer, by sayinff, it should neither cool his present friendship, nor 
prevent him oi the greatest happiness of his life, which was to 
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serve the first deserving person that fell in his way.* Althoii^jih 
the Duke of York disliked Arlington^ yet he suffmd him to re* 
tain his situation at court* His rebgion may have saved him fiom 
disgrace ; for Arlington was privately a Ca t holi c, and avowed 
himself to be so on his death-bed. t He died July^ 1685. 

Note XXIX. 



And blessed again to see hisjlawer aO^ 

To David's stocky and made young OthrieFs ftrfdle.— P. 349. 

Lady Isabella Bennet, only dauj^hterandheircfltof theEadcf 
Arlington^ wasmarried to Henry Fitzroy^ Duke of Grafton, aeoood 
son of Charles 11. by the Duchess of Cleveland. Thia matdi urn 
against the inclination of the duke's mother i for Derrick savsi he 
saw a letter fh>m her to Danby, dated at Paris, in 1675, thank- 
ing him for endeavouring to prevent the match. The Duke of 
Grafton was bred to the sea. Afler Monmouth had taken the 
popular courses which we have reviewed, the king endeaTomed 
to set Graflon^ though inferior in all personal accomplishmentBy 
in opposition to him^ in the hearts of the people. He was appoint- 
ed steward of the Loyal Apprentices' entertainment, X and other- 



* Sheffield Dixko of Buckingham's character of the Earl of Arlington. Seebb 
woikfl, Vol. II. p. 65. 

-f- It is said, that, while he was abroad. Lord Colcpepper saw Oharles and him 
come togctlier from mass, and expressed his resentment against Bennet in snuh 
terms, that he, not pi([uing himself on personal valour, did not chuse to visit Bri- 
tain till after die death of that incensed and unceremonious Protestant. 

X *^ London, August ith, 1681. This day the Loyal Apprentices of thwdfy, 
who made lately the humble address to his majesty, dined at Sadler's HalL The 
king had been pleased to give them a brace of bucks, and many of the princqpd 
nolnlity, and omer persons of quality, did them the honour to dine with them ; 
there was a very handsome entertainment, managed with great order ; and they 
intending to keep an annual feast, desired his Grace the Duke of Grafton, aad 
some others of the nobility, to be stewards for the next year.*' Gazette^ No. 1640i 
Accordingly, the next year, the Duke of Grafton presided on the 9th August, 1682. 
This was one of the devices by which the court endeavoured to strengthen their 
ground in the dty against Shaftesbury and Monmouth, and was much canvaaied 
in the pamphlets, &c. of the time. In Luttrell's Collection, are the following 
poems on the 'Prentices feast : 

•« To the Loyal Company of Citizens met at Merchant Taylors* Hall." 

**> A Poem on the Trentices Feast (satirical.)" 

** A llejoyndcr to the Whiggish Poem, upon the Tory 'Prentices FcaU at 
Merchant Taylors' Hall (ironical.)" 

•* An Answer to the Whiggish Poem, on the r4oyal Apprentices Feast." 

** LoTiiIty Rewarded, or a Poem lo the Brace of Bucks bestowed on the Loyal 

5) 
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wise placed in the public e3re^ as the rival of Monmouth. He also 
was admitted to snaie fais more profitable spoils, getting one of 
theregimentsoftheguards,formerlyunderMonmouth'scommand> 
when the Duke of Richmond was made Master of the Horse.* 
Grafton was sent against Monmouth on his landing in the west, 
and attempted to beat up his rear with a bodj of horse, as he 
marched towards Frome ; but was defeated, and very nearly made 
prisoner.f The Duke of Grafton participated in the general dis- 
content which James H's measures excited through the kingdom, 
and remcmstrated against them with professional frankness. The 
king ridiculed a seaman's pretensions to tenderness of conscience ; 
and Grafton answered sturdily, that ^* if he had not mudi relision 
himself, he belonf|ed to a -paxty who had.** He was with the king 
when he headed his arm^^ to march against the Prince of Orange, 
and joined with Churchill, in exhorting him to hazard a batue. 
We must hope, that they meant to sluve the risk which they 
leoommended ; and that it was only a consciousness that the king 
had deserted his own cause, which induced them to ffo over to the 
prince, when their counsel was rejected. On the 28m September, 
1690, the Duke of Grafton was mortally wounded at the siese of 
Cork, as he commanded the squadron which covered the landing. 
He seems to have been a brave, rough, hardy-tempered man, and 
would probably have made a figure as a naval officer. 

Note XXX. 

Even e$ivt^ mud ootuewt io Hdon's worth ; 

Whose smd, though Egypt glories in his birth. 

Could for our captive ark tts zeal retain. 

And Pharaoh's altars ut their pomp dMain^-^^. ^49. 

Lewis Duras, Earl of Feversham, brother of the French Marshals 
Duras and De Lorge, and nephew to the famous Marshal Turenne. 
He was bom of a Huguenot family, and retained his religion, or 
the form of it, when both his brothers conformed to the Catholic 
diurch. The Duke of York's opportune return from Flanders is 
saidj by Sir John Reresby, to have been plaipied by this noble- 



Appnntioes by hit Majesty, (3d Augiut, 1681.) Aoswered by the Hoyi whipt 
Hone* or a Hydime upon the Apprentices Poem." 

Poor boys ! a brace of bucks was made their cheer. 
To shew their courage hearted like a deer. 
Whose spreading horns foretell the future fiiUes, 
Their'wives sh^ fix upon thor spreading pates. 

* Ralph, Vol. I. p. 657. f ^^^ ^79. 
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man ; who is, therefore^ introduced here with singular pn^ 
priety. He in said to have been brave ; but appears^ from the 
only remarkable action in which he was ever engaged^ to have 
been a bad general, and a cruel man. James IT., who had a high 
esteem for Feversham, placed him at the head of that body of 
disciplined troops, which checked the career of Monmouth. He 
advanced to Briclgewater, of which Monmouth had got possessian, 
with some of the finest regiments in the service, and SO neld pieceL 
The unfortunate adventurer seemed to have no refuge left, but to 
disperse his forces, and fly for his safetv ; when the mode in whidi 
icversham conducted himself ^ave him a fiur chance for victoij 
and a crown. He encamped m the open country^ three miki 
from the enemy, with only a dry ditch in his front ; dispersed In 
cavalry in the neighbouring hamlets, and retired quietly to bed, 
without either sending out reconnoiterin^ parties, or establirfring 
advanced posts.* It is no wonder, that, m such a careless stite, 
he should nave been completely surprised ; it is only singular, thst, 
even allowing for the cowardice of Lord Grey, who fled, instesd 
of performing the nafe and easy duty committed to him <^ firing 
the horse-quarters of Feversham's army, he should have been able 
to recover the consequences of his negligence. Monmouth's meo 
fought for tliree hours after they had been deserted by their ei- 
valry, with the innate courage of English peasants. Feveraham 
was still hard pressed, notwithstanding the gallant assistance af- 
forded him by Dumbarton ; when the Bishop of Bath and Wells 



* In Villicrs Duke of Buckingham's works. Vol. II., is a little squib, caDed 
** The Battle/* in which Fevcrsham is introduced, ginn^, in brok^ Englidi, 
a very ludicrous account of his campaign. It is in dialc^ae, and omdodet 
thui: 

Lord, I suppose, my lord, that your lordship was posted in a Tery strong 
place? 

GfneraL O bcgarra, very strong ; vid de great riTcr between me and de rebdla, 
calla de Brooka de Gutter. 

Lad^f, But they say, my lord, there was no water in that brook of the 
gutter? 

GcwraL Begar, madama, but dat no be my faulta : begar me no hinder de 
water from coma : if no will rain, begar me no can make de rain. 

Lad^. But did you not go to some other place ? 

Gaurah O pardon me, madama, you no understand de ti::g. 

Lord- And 50 your lordship, it seem?, enmmjvd with your horse and foot r 

GcnrrjI. Ay \\d de foota, no vid de horsa : b^ar me go Tid de hovsa on de 
gentlemen-othccra, to one Ter}- good \'ilUsh, where begar« be very gM>d quuteia, 
very good meta, very good drinka. and very good bedda. 

Ladv. But pray, my lord, why did you not suy with the foot ? 

Cw^^d/. Begarra, madama. because dire be great diflereistia be: ween de gen- 
tlemen-oflioera and de rogua de sogiera : begarra de rc^ua de sogiera lye ixpoa the 
f*TOunda ; but begar de gcntlemen-otficera ci^ to bedda. 
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decided the day, by causing the artillery to be turned upon the 
flank of Monmouth's followers. When uiey had given way, Fe- 
versham exhibited more of the cold-blooded cruelty of his country, 
than he had done of their genius and fiery valour, while the battle 
lasted. The military bishop also proved himself a better lawyer 
than the general, as he had shewn himself in the fight a better 
soldier ; but it was not till a warm expostulation was made on his 
part, that the general ceased to execute the prisoners by martial 
Mw, and reserved them to a still more cruel fate from Uie forms 
of law, as administered by the brutal Jefieries. Neither Fevers- 
ham's blunders, nor his brutality, seemed to lessen his merit in 
the eye of his sovereign. He received the order of the Garter, 
cm the dlst July, 1685, probably on the vacancy occasioned by 
the Duke of Monmoutli's death, whose memory was on this oc- 
casion treated with signal ignominy.* At the time of the Revc^ 
lution. Lord Feversham was commander in chief, and proved 
himself incapable of taking any spirited steps for James's inte- 
rest ; for the army he commanded, though the officers were dis- 
affected, would probably have fought, had they been once faiHy 
oommitted in opposition to the Dutch. When the king resolved 
to abandon every thing, and forsake his kingdom, he left behind 
a letter to Feversham, stating, that he should not expect his troops 
at present to expose diemselves. The general might have secured 
a part of his forces, by retreating along with uie high-spirited 
Viscount of Dundee, who marched back into Scotland with the 
Scottish regiments ; but Feversham was a man of another mould, 
and rather chose to augment the general confusion, by disbanding 
the army. When James was detected by the fishermen of Kent, 
in his attempt to leave the kingdom, Feversham, with a party of 
l|is guards, was sent to conduct him back to his capital. James 
also chose him for the messenger, when, yielding to sad necessity, 
he sent a letter to the Prince of Orange, inviting him to St James's. 
With a view, doubtless, to increase the terror of the king's mind, 
and precipitate his intention of a second Bight, the prince arrested 
the bearer of this humiliating embassy. This was the last public 
occasion on which James had occasion to employ the services of 



* There is amongst the records of the order of the Garter, written in Latin, 
and deposited in St George's chapel, an account of the manner in which the 
Duke <^ Monmouth*6 banner, which had been suspended over his stall, was taken 
down by the command of James the II. — Garter king at arms, the heralds, and 
all the officers of the Garter, attended ; and, amidst a great concourse of people, 
took down the banner, treated it with every mark of indignity, and kicked it out 
of the western door of the diurch into a ditdi, which at that time was near the 
church. 
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the unmilitwy nephew of the great Tarenme, whoee name is 
oonnected with Uie most blame-worthy and most melancholy 
pasBAges of his reign. 

Note XXXI* 

Our list of nobks next let Amri grace, 

Wkoie merits claim'd the AheihmCs high place ; 

Who, mth a loyaltu that did excel. 

Brought all the enaonmenis ofAMtopheL'^'P. dig. 

These lines, which sufficientlj yondi their author to hare been 
Tate, refer to Sir Heneage a Finch, an eminent lawyer, who wai 
first attorney-general, and, upon Shaftesbury losing nia seals, suo- 
oeeded him as Lord Keeper. He was a most incorruptible judge, 
and could not be swayed in his decisions even by tne king^s iiw 
terference, which upon all political occasions was omnipotent with 
him. He was a good lawyer, and a ready orator ; but upon this 
last accomplishment, he set, as all lawyers doi rather too high a 
value : for they, whose profession necessarily leads them often to 
speak against Uieir own opinion, and often to make much of trifles, 
are apt to lose, in the ingenuity of their arguments, the power of 
makmg a real impression upon the bosom of their hearers. Nocth 
says, that the business, rather than the justice, of the court, floo- 
ridied exceedingly under Finch ; for he was a formalist, and took 
extreme pleasure in encouraging and listening to nice distincs 
tions of law, instead of taking a broad view of the ^uity of eadi 
case. He was a steady and active supporter of the lory party on 
all occasions ; in reward of which, he was created Earl of Not- 
tingham. After a long and lingering disease, which terminated 
in a deep depression of spirits, this great lawyer died in i6S2, 
and was succeeded by Lord Guildford, as Lord Keeper. 

Note XXXIL 

Than Sheva none more loyal zeal have shown. 
Wakeful as Judah's lion for the crown, — P. 350. 

Sir Roger L'Estrange was deA:ended of a good family in Nor- 
folk, and during the Civil War was in arms for the king.* Being 
taken prisoner by the parliament, he was condemned to die, but 
found means to obtain a pardon. He was a good performer on 
the violin ; a quality which recommended him to Cromwell, under 



* William Smythies, curate at Cripplegate, intimates, that he kept his coach 
and six horses.«.i?r//^ to the Observator, p. 2. 
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whose got erame^the liTed, if we ttiay trust one of his antagonistjiSy 
in ease and ai^uence ; a circumstance with which he was after- 
wards as. oAen reproached as our author with his panegyric on the 
Protector. The instant, however, that the restoration of monarchy 
approached, L' Estrange was among the first to hail it, and step- 
ped forth. to answer a pamphlet of Milton, on the subject of a re- 
pubhc, by a retort* which he irreverently entitled, ** No Blind 
.Guides." After the Restoration, he was the great champion of 
the court, the high church, and the Tory party. His principal 
vehicle of political instruction was the ** Observator," a paper 
published twice a-week ; but he also edited another, called " He- 
raclitus Ridens ;'* and, independently of both^^ublished answersy 
replies, rebutters, and sur-rebutters, to every attack made upon 
him, besides quires of pamphlets on all popular subjects. For 
these good services, he was knighted by King James. His style 
-is, in the last degree, mean, crabbed, and low ; yet he possesses 
some power of argument and sarcasm. He appears to have first 
invented, or at least first practised to a great extent, the foolish 
custom of printing emphatic passages in a different type from the 
rest of the page, and thereby too often effecting a point, which 
the reader is unaibje to trace. For the other deeds of L'Estrange^ 
and his numerous bead-roll of fugitive pieces, the reader may 
consult the article in the Biographia. 

Note XXXIII. 

Calm were the elements^ night's silence deep. 

The waves scarce murmuring, and the winds asleep i 

Yet fate for ruin takes so sldl an hour. 

Ana treacherous sands the princely hark devour^-^V, S51. 

The Duke of York, after a short visit to England, returned to 
Scotland by sea. The vessel unfortunately struck upon a bank, 
called the Lemman Ore ; and the duke, with a few attendants, 
who crowded into thebargei were all who escaped from the wreck. 
Burnet saysi that the duke shewed no anxiety about the safety 
of any one, save bis dogs and his priests, whom the bishop mali« 
ciousJy classes together. Others say, he was principally interest- 
ed about Churchill, who, at the Revolution, requited his anxiety 
but indifferently. The Gazette says, that when the barge put off, 
the poor sailors, who remained to perish, manned the sides in the 
usud honorary form, and, indifferent to their own fate, hailed the 
duke's safety with three cheers ; a circumstance alluded to a few 
lines below, where it is said, the sufferers, 

M^th last loud breaths, their master's 'scape applaud- 
In this shipwreck perished the Earl of Roxburghe, Mr Hyde, (a 
son of the great Clarendon,) the Lord O'Brien, the Laird of Hep* 

VOL. IX. S C 
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fimD^ Sir Joseph Douglas^ Colonel Macnaaghtoiii and about 900 
aeamen* besidet the persons of the duke's retinue. 

The verses which follow those concerning this lamentable ao- 
ddenty describe the return of the Duke of York with his Ducben 
to England ; a TO^age which they performed without any siflisCer 
accident^ and landed there upon the 27th Maj^ 1683. On diis 
occasion they received many poetical greetings^ both on the' duke's 
escape, and their happy arrival ; as, for example, Otway's '' Pkv- 
logoe to the Duchess, on her reVum from Scotland^ at the Duke's 
Theatre^ at Venice Prieserved, &t, acted 81st Maj« 1692" 

** A Pindarique Ode on their Royal Highnesses Return firom 
Scotland, after their escape at Sea." 

'' To the Duke on his Return, 29th May, 1689^ wiritten by Na- 
thaniel Lee.'* 

^ A Congratulatory Poem to her Royal Highness, upon the 
arrival erf* their Royal Highnesses in England, Mirv 87th, 1692," 

** To his Royal Highness at his happy Return from Scotland, 
irritten by a Person of Quality^ SOth May^ 1682." 

HoiTen, who dedam, in wooden io diving 
Care of mccettioii in llie rigbtfiil line, 
That it protects you, with a gtiardian hand, 
f^rom Whiggishlemiuii, both of sea a<id land* 

Also, ** A Panegyric on their Royal Highnesses^ and Congro- 
tulation on their Return from Scotland." 



Note XXXIV. 

This year did Zihak rule Jerusalem^ 

And boldly all sedition's syries 9fem.— P> S5S* 

Sir John Moor, the Tory Lord Mayor, an aged and respectable 
citizen, of a mild character, and even hesitating and cautious in 
forming his measures, though sufficiently determined when once 
satisfied of their propriety. " Which character," says North, "was 
cut out for this time and public occasion ; for nothing but such 
firmness of mind, and manifest goodnessi with a seeming passive 
disposition, could have protected from those rages of violence, as 
very often threatened him, and which probably had broke loose 
on any one in his post, that had carried matters with a stern and 
minatory behaviour." He was proposed by the court-party in 
the city for Lord Mayor, and, being scarcely opposed by the 
other faction, easily carried his election. The Whigs were led into 
this blunder, by mistaking the principles, and under-rating the re- 



* JSxamen^ p. 596» 
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solution of the candidate. Sir John Moor had been bred a non- 
conformist ; and, though he had taken the test with a view to Civic 
honours, that was no inore than had been done by Bethel, Cor- 
nish, and others, who retained, in full vigour, their sectarian prin- 
ciples. Besides, from the gentleness and softness of the new Lord 
Mayor^s demeanour, his smooth and diffident way of talkine in 
private, and his embarrassed elocution in public, they conceived 
that, even if completely gained by the court, he would prove too 
passive and timorous, to serve them essentially against active and 
energetic opponents. In both these particulars they were woe- 
fully mistaken. Sir John proved to be most keenly disposed to 
second all the court measures ; and he was kept up to the pitch 
of resolution necessary for carrying them through, by the con- 
stant support) encouragement, and advice of the Duke of Or- 
raond, whom the court employed to back him, and who, during 
the contests which followed, dined with the Lord Mayor two or 
tlifee times' every week.''^ This election, and its consequences, 
wais a severe blow to the fanatical interest in the city ; the jovial 
custom' of banquets and feasting was revived ; and the musicians, 
who had been long under restraint, were restored to their privilege, 
which they employed in chaunting forth the praises of Sir Joliii 
the restorer.f More of Morehall, was not for a tiine more cele- 
brated in song, than the Lord Mayor, his namesake ; and a gene- 



• Carte, VoL II. p. 522. 

-|- JSxamen^ p. 616. North mentionB a song having for burden, 



.the worshipful Sir John Moor, 



Age after age that name adore. 

Bendes a congratulatory poem to Sir John Moor, Knight, Lord Mayor, dect 
of London, 30th September, 1682, there is another in ue Luttrell Cdlectioii, 
eomporing the fieats of Sir John wiUi those of his predecessors in the government 
of the city, to the ancient tune of *•' St George for England," entitled, ^ Vive le 
Boy, or London's Joy," a new song on the installation of the present Lord Mayor 
of London. (To the tune of ^ St George for England.') 

• 

Sir Patience -)- calls for justice, and then the wretch will sham us ; 
&i. Bethel,:^ he packs a jury, well versed in Ignoramus ; 
Sff Tom§ would hang the Tory, and let the Whig go free ; 
Sir Bob || would have a commonwealth, and cry down monarchy ; 
While still ihe brave Sir Georse ^ did all their deeds record ; 
But Sir' John, Sir John, your loyalty restored. 

Sir John he is for justice, which rebels would destroy ; 

Vive, vive, vive le roy. 



t Sir Patience Ward. ISheriffBetheL § Sir Thoii Fliyn. 

I Sir Robot Claytoa. 5 Sir GM(|t Mftriei. ^ 
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* 

ral revolution appeared to have taken place in the manners, as 
well as the principles^ of the citizens, which, under the Whig go- 
vernment, had savoured not a lit^e pf the ancient days of fanati- 
cal sevjerity. 

Note XXXV. 

However encumbered with a viler pair 

Than Zith or Shimei, to assist the chair ; 

Yet Ziloah*s loyal labours so prevaitd^ 

That factum, at the next eleclion,faird^^F. 35S. 

Ziph and Shimei were the Whig sherifis in 1681 ; concerning 
whoro^ see note upon Shimei in Part First. The viler pair were 
Thomas Pilkington, and Samuel Shute, who followed out the 
practice of their predecessors, in the mode of packing the juries on 
political trials, and had the honour to arrange that which acquit- 
ted the Earl of Shaftesbury. They were much hated by the 
court ; and, when they came with the recorder to invite the lung 
to dine with the Lord Mayor, Charles forgot his usual politeness 
80 far, as to answer sternly, " so agreeable was the city's invita- 
tion, that he wpuld accept it, though brought by messengers so 
unwelcome to him as these two sherifis."* Sir John Moor had a 
most violent contest with these two persons, concerning the elec- 
tion of sheriffs for the ensuing year, about which the court were 
exceedingly anxious. 

It had been customary, when these elections were matters of 
little consequence, that the Lord Mayor designated a citizen to 
hold the office of sheriff, by the ceremony of drinking to him, and 
sending him the cup. It was agreed by the court, that this cus- 
tom should be revived, as throwing the ciioice of one of the sheriffs 
into the hands of their partizan^ Sir John Moor. This being set- 
tled, the Mayor, in full form, drank to Dudley North, brother of 
the Lord Keeper Guilford, a Levant merchant, who accepted of 
that expensive office to please bis brother, and to serve the court. 
The popular party determined to controvert this election ; deny- 
ing that a sheriff could be elected otherwise than by the Liveir, 
and proposed Papillon and Dubois, sturdy Whigs, for their candi- 
dates. The court, on the other hand, contending that North was 
duly and incontrovertibly elected, by the jolly mode already men- 
tioned, proposed a Mr Box for the other sheriff^ whose office only 
they allowed to be vacant. The Common Hall held on this occasion, 



• Ralph, Vol. I. p. 634. 
6 
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was as tumultuary as a raging tempest. At length the Lord Mayor, 
with the party who denied there were two vacancies, withdrew; 
while the country party remained^ and polled for Papillon and 
Dubois^ under the direction of Shute and Pilkington, the last year's 
sheriff. The court, affecting to consider this as a riot, interfered 
on that pretext, and a warrant was granted for committing the 
sherifi to the Tower. Having found bail to answer for a misde- 
meanour, they returned to the charge with the same ardour m 
ever, and were actually about to complete their poll, when the 
hall was adjourned by the orders of the Lord Mayor. The whole 
weight of the court was necessary to keep up the Lord Mayor's 
heart at this crisis. He was sent for to the Privy Council, en- 
couraged, soothed, schooled, and finally assured, by a writing 
under the Lord Keeper's hand, that he might adjourn the Com- 
mon Hall, &c. as he thought proper. Thus heartened, the Lord 
Mayor assumed to himself tne whole management of the poll, 
although the sheriffs opened books for another, and, denying the 
legality of any election, excepting his own, declared Box duly re- 
turned. This citizen, however, apprehensive of the consequences 
of acting under so dubious a nommation, fined off, and declined 
to serve. One Rich was found, with more zeal and courage ; 
and, during the tumult of a Common Hall, which resounded with 
the cries of *' no election," &c. this gentleman was elected sheriff 
by a few of the Lord Mayor's partizans, and declared duly re- 
turned by the Lord Mayor, who immediately proceeded to dis- 
solve the Common Hall. North and Rich were accordingly sworn 
in as sheriffs for the year ; but a guard of the Train Bands was 
necessary to protect them, while they thus qualified themselves 
for entering on their office. 

This contest was followed by another, for the office of Lord 
Mayor. Gould, the popular candidate, was returned by a con- 
siderable majority ; but, upon a scrutiny, the court-party, by dint 
of real or pretended disqualifications, gained such an advantage, 
that Pritchard, their candidate, was returned by a majority of 
fourteen voices. 

The importance of these elections was soon visible. The popu- 
lar party were utterly disheartened, and their leaders exposed to 
the same practices from packing juries, which they had themselves 
employed. The court used their victory remorselessly. Pilkington, 
the ex-sheriff, was found h'able in 100,0001. damages, for having 
said, that '< the Duke of York had fired the city, and was now 
come to cut all their throats." Those concerned in carrying on the 
double poll, were severely fined, as guilty of a riot. Sir Patience 
Ward, an alderman of the popular party, was declared obnoxious 
to a charge of perjury, for an inconsistence in his evidence on Pil- 
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lungton*8 trial.* In short, the royal vengeance was felt by all 
who had been active in opposition to the court. 
. But the extent of the court's victory was best evinced by the 
conduct of Shaftesbury ; who^ seeing his strong-hold^ the ma- 

§i8tracy of the city, thus invaded, and occupied by his enemies, 
ed from his house in Aldersgate-street, and for some time lay 
concealed in Wapping, trusting for his safety to the very lowest of 
mankind. From this hiding place, he sent forth messages to the 
other heads of the pai'ty, in which he urged the most desperate 
measures. But^ finding it impossible to combine the various per- 
sons concerned in one plan of enterprize, and sensible of the 
danger of discovery, which each day's delay rendered more im- 
minent, after a bitter contest between fear and rage, he fled to 
.Amsterdam. His retreat was followed by the trial of the con- 
spirators in the Rye-house Plot ; and doubtless, the court, on that 
occasion, knew well how to avail themselves of the power of se- 
lecting juries so long possessed by their enemies, and now in their 
own hands. During the short remainder of this reign, the king's 
authority was paramount and supreme ; his enemies were at his 
feet> and not a whisper of opposition disturbed his repose ; — a de- 
ceitful and delusive calm, which his unfortunate successor sooq 
saw changed into a tempest. 



* He fled to the Hague, as appears from a ballad called '^ The Hue and Song 
after Patience, (23d May, 1683.)" 

Have but a little patience, and you shall hear, 
How Patience had the gift to lie and swear ; 
How Patience could with patience stand a lie ; 
But Patience wants to stand the pillory. 
Out of all patience, to the Hague he steers ; 
To stay he had not patience for his ears. 



THE 



MEDAL. 



SATIRE AGAINST SEDITION. 



Per Oruium pojmlos, mediceque per Elidts urbeni 
Ibat ovanti Jiivumque tibiposeebat honoret. 



THE MEDAL. 



The Medal was published in the beginning of March 168^, 
tibout four months after the appearance of the first part of *' Ab- 
salom and Achitophel/' and eight months before the publication 
•of the second part of that poem. The circumstances^ which led 
to it, require that we should notice Shaftesbury's imprisonment 
and acquittal. 

On the 2d July, 1681, the Earl of Shaftesbury was apprehend- 
edy by virtue of a warrant from council, and after his papers had 
been seized, and he himself had undergone an examination, w^ 
committed to the Tower. Upon the 24th November, 1681^ a 1^11 
for high-treason wais presented against him to the grand jury of 
Middlesex, When the witnesses wefe adduced, we jurors 4e- 
mandedy that they might be examined in private ; and Pilking- 
ton, the Whig sheriff, required, that they should be examined 
sieparately* Both requests were refused by the ^ourt. One Booth 
was then examined, who swore, that Lord Shaftesbury had told 
bim^ he intended to carry down to the Oxford Parliament a pai^y 
of fifty gentlemen, and their servants, armed and mounted, to be 
commanded by a Captain Wilkinson; and that his lordship sffa- 
ted this force to be provided for the purpose of repelling any at- 
tack which the king s guards might make on the parliament, aoidy 
if necessary, to take the king from his bad advisers by force, and 
bring him to the city of London. The witness said, he was invi« 
ted by Wilkinson to be one of his band, and provided himself with 
a good horse and arms for the service ; which was prevente4 Pj 
the sudden dissolution of the Oxford Parliament. Seven otBer 
witnesses. Smith, Turberville, Haynes, and three persons called 
Macnamara, swore, that Shaftesbury had used to them, i^d 
each of them individually, the most treasonable expressions con- 
cerning the king's person ; had declared he had no more title to 
the crown than the Duke of Buckingham ; that he deserved to be 
deposed ; and that he, Shaftesbury, would dethrone him, and con« 
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Tert the kingdom into a commonwealth. Here was enough of 
•wearing at least to make a true bill. But the character of the 
witnesses was infamous ; Booth was a swindler^ and could never 
give an account of the stable in which he kept hk pretendei 
charger, or produce any one who had seen it. Smithy by his own 
confession, had changed his reli^on twice> was one of the evi- 
dences of the Popish Plot, and intimate with the Tillain Oates. 
Turberville stood in the same predicament of anin£unous fellow, 
and an evidence for the plot ; he is said to have apologised for 
his apostac^, by sajring plainly^ that " the Protestant citizens had 
forsaken him, and, God damn him» he would not stanre." The 
other witnesses were Irishmen, and there was something re- 
markable in their history. They had pretended to discoTcr a 
Catholic Plot in Ireland, which, if one had existed any where, 
was doubtless the place where it might have been found. Their 
evidence, however^ contained pretty much such: a raw*head and 
bloody-bones story as that or Oates, and equally unworthy of 
credit Yet Shaftesbury constituted himself their protector, and 
had them brought over to England, where iie. doubtless intended 
that their Irish plot should be as warmly agitated in. the Ox&rd 
Parliament, as the English conspiracy in that of 1679. . Maonfh 
mara's '* Narrative of the Conspiracy" is dedicated:^ hi» k)rd« 
ship, because it was not only known to the dedicator^ " but to 
the whole Christian world, how conspicuous his iovddiip had 
been for his indefatigable zeal and vigilance over the sa^ty^f 
his majesty's most sacred person, and the welfare of the viFbOle 
extent of his dominions." The sudden dissolution of the Oxford 
Parliament, which had such important consequences in various 
respects, prevented the prosecution of the Irish Plot* BesideSf 
it seems to have escaped even Shaftesbury, that popular terror, 
the most powerful of engines, loses its excitability by too fire* 
quent alarms. The theme of a plot began to be listened to with 
indifference. That of Ireland fell to the ground, without, exci* 
ting clamour or terror, but the witnesses remained. . There is a 
story of some Irish recruits, who, being detected in a brawl, jus- 
tified themselves by saying they were paid by the kii^ for fighU 
ing, and it was quite the same to them where they fought, or 
with whom. The witnesses were equally sedulous in. their voca« 
tion, and equally indifferent about the application of their la- 
bours ; for, hnding the court had obtained an ascendency, they 
readily turned with the tide, and bore evidence, as we have seen, 
against their original protector and encourager. The Tories 
basely availed themselves of the readiness with which this hungry 
pack of bloodhounds turned against their huntsman, and tn- 
umphantly claimed for them the same credit which the Whigs 
had demanded in former cases ; although they must have been 
conscious, that they were employing the worst arts, as well ss 
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the most infiimoiis implements^ of their enemies. Besides the in- 
fkmy of these iheh's character, their story was very improb^le ; 
as It could hardly be st!ipp'c^ed, that Shaftesbury, the Veteran 
leader of a party, should have committed himself so deeply ib 
unnecessary ahd unreserved communication with this vulgar^ oaA- 
ditti^ or expressed himself against the king in such low and gross 
language as they frnputed to him. - 

Such being the oral testimony, and such its defects, the cro'vhi 
lawyers endeavoured to aid it^ by founding upon certain papers 
found in Shaftesbury's study. One 6f these contained the names 
of the principal persons in the nation, divided into two listSj otie 
titled, JVortky Men„ and the other Men Worthy; which last con- 
taiined the principal Tories, and the legend was understood 'io 
' mean *' men worthy to be hanged." This was too enigmatical to 
bear much argument. But there was also found a draught of'&n 
association against Popery, in which many dangerous topics were 
stated. It was thereby declared, that the Papist Plot was still ad- 
vancing, and that the Catholics had been highly encouraged by 
James Duke of York ; that mercenary forces had been levied* and 
kept on foot, contrary to law, and to the danger of the king^s per- 
son. Therefore the persons associating were to bind themselves 
to defend, first the Protestant religion, sind then the king's person 
and liberties of the subject, against all encroachment and usiirpa^ 
tion of arbitrary power^ and to endeavour to disband all such mer- 
cenary forlces ^ were kept up in and about the city of Londbn^ to 
the great amazement and terror of all the good people of the land ; 
also, never to consent that the Duke of York, or any prpfbssed 
Papist, should succeed to the crown^ but by all lawful medtis, aifd 
by force of arms if necessary, to resist and oppose his^o doing. 
By a still more formidable clause, it was provided, that the sub- 
scribers were to receive orders from the parliament if sitting ; but 
if it should be dissolved, from the majority of the association it- 
self. Lastly, that no one should separate trom the rest of the as- 
sociation, on pain of being by the others prosecuted and suppress- 
ed, as a perjured person and public enemy. Much dangerous, 
and even treasonable, inference may be drawn from this model* 
But it was only an unsigned scroll, and did not appear to have 
been framed, or even revised and approved of, by Shaftesbury. 

With such evidence against him, Shaftesbury might have gone 
safely before a jury of indifierent men, could such have been found. 
But the Whig sheriffs, Shute and Pilkiogton, left nothing to ha- 
zard, and took good care the assize should consist of men picked 
out of the very centre of their own party. We recognize the 
names of Godfrey, brother to Sir Edmonbury ; of Papillon and 
Dubois, the Whig candidates for the shrievalty against North 
and Rich ; of Sir Samuel Bamardistoa, who ibaintained a furious 
action against the high^jheriff* of Saffi>lk»'fbr a double return ; of 
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Shepherd, the wine-merchanty at whose house the Duke of Moiw 
mouthy Lord Russel, &c. aftoirards held their meetingg ; of Ed- 
win the presb jterian, and others less noted in history, but not less 
remariEaole at the time for the violence of their party-zeal. After 
a short consultation, they returned the bill Ignoramus i upon which 
tha« was a shout oi continued applause in the court, which lasted 
for an hour, and the city* in the evenine, blazed with bonfires, to 
celdbrate the escape oi their Protestant leader. Such was the his- 
tory of this noted trial, which took place at a time when the course 
of law had lost its deep still channel> and all causes were carried 
by a fierce impetuous torrent, which threatened to break down 
the banks, ana become a general inundation. Accustomed to a 

Eure administration of justice, we now look back with disgust and 
error upon times, when, to bring in a just verdict, it was neces- 
sary to assemble a packed jury* 

The triumph of tlie Whigs was unbounded ; and, among other 
qnnptoms of exultation, it displayed itself in that which gave rise 
to this poem of Dryden. This was a medal of Lord Shaftesbury, 
struck oy William Bower, an artist, who had executed some po- 
pular pieces allusive to the Roman Catholic Plot.* The obverse 
presented the bust of the earl, with the legend, Antonio Comiti 
DE Shaftesbury; the reverse, a view of London, the bridge, 
and the Tower ; the sun is rising above the Tower, and just in Uie 
act of dispersing a cloud ; the legend around the exergue is Lji- 
TAMUR, and beneath is the date of his acquittal, 24'th Novem- 
ber, 1681. The partizans of the acquitted patriot wore these 
medals at their breasts ; and care was taken that this emblem 
should be made as general as possible.f 



* One oflten occurs, struck generally in lead. It represents, on the obverse. 
Sir Edmondbury Godfrey wallung, though strangled ; on the reverse, St Den- 
nis, with some such legend as this : 

Godfrey walked up the hill after he was dead ; 
Dennis went o'er the sea wanting his head. 

Others are recorded by Evelyn. 

+ It is alluded to in an occasional epilogue by Otway, to '^ Venice Preser- 
ved,*' acted on the duke's return, April 21, 1682 : 

NaU all your medals on the gallow's post. 

In recompence the original was lost ; 

At these illustrious repentance pay, 

In his kind hands your humble offerings lay. 

Duke also, in an epistle to Otway, talking of his retirement ftam. the political 
world, declares, 

I have fbrgot whatever there I knew, 
'\^liy men one stocking tie with ribbon blue ; 
Why other medals wear, a fine gilt thing. 
That at their breasts hangs dangling by a string. 
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The success of ** Absalom and Achitophel** made the Tories 
look to our author as the only poet whose satire might check, or 
ridicule^ the popular triumph of Shaftesbury. If the fbllbwing 
janecdote, which Spence has given on the authority 6f a Catholic 
priest) a friend of. Pope, be absolutely correct, Charles liknself 
engaged Dryden to write on this theme. *' One day ad the;kin^ 
was walking in the Mall, and talking with Dryden, he saidi -' Ifil 
was a poet, and I think I am poor enough to be one, T Would 
write a poem on such a subject, in the following manner.^ He 
then gave him the plan of '* The Medal." Dryden took the 
hint, carried the poem» as soon as it was written, to the king, and 
had a present of a hundred broad pieces for it." 

The merits of The Medal," as a satirical poem, are universally 
Acknowledged; nor does it greatly suffer from being placed, as 
the subject naturally invites, in comparison with ^' Absalom and 
Achitophel." The latter, as a group of figures, presents greater 
scope and variety, and may be therefore more generally interest- 
ing than the portrait of an individual ; but it does not more fully 
display the abilities of tbe artist. Nothing can be more forcibly 
described, than the whole of Shaftesbury's political career ; ana, 
to use the nervous language of Johnson, '^ the picture of a man, 
whose propensions to mischief are such» that his best actions are 
but inability of wickedness, is very skilfully delineated, and strong- 
ly coloured." The comparison of his best and most politic coun- 
cils» to the cures effected by those called ivhiie witches, whom it 
wias unlawful to consult^ because, even in accomplishing inno« 
cent purposes, they used infernal arts» is poignantly severe. The 
succeeding lines, m which the poet ridicules bitterly that ap- 
peal to the people^ which the demajgiogues of that, as of all periocb, 
were desirous to represent as the criterion of truth, contains tbe 
essence of all that an hundred philosophers can say upon the topic. 
His stern and indignant picture of the citizens of London^ unjust 
as it is, if meant to express their general character, is, in indivi- 
dual instances, too often verified. That looseness which habitual 
chicane in trade introduces into mercantile morality ; that bust- 
ling activity, whichy however meritorious when within its sphere, 
is so apt to extend itself where its exertion is only mischievous 
and absurd ; and that natural turn to democracy, which arises 
from frequenting popular meetings and from ambition of civic 
honours ; that half-acquaintance with the affairs of other coun- 
tries, and half-intimacy with the laws of our own, acquired in the 
course of mercantile transactions,— all combine, but too often» to 
turn an useful sober citizen* into a meddling, pragmatical, opi- 
nionative politician. The strong and gloomy picture of the fa- 
natics, which succeeds, describes a race of men now in a great 
measure extinct, of whom the influence, though declining, even 
in the poet's time, continued to be powerful, and which hac^ in the 
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preceding generation, prostrated before them both the mitre and 
the throne. The comparison of the fanatical ideas of relieion en- 
tertained by these dissenting teachers, with the supposed princi- 
ples of the libertine and latitudinarian Shaftesbury, gave scope 
ror some nenrous satire, and led the author naturaAy to consider 
the probable result of die schemes of these incoD|;ruou8 allies. 
These he predicts, according to the progress of thmgs after th^ 
great Civil War» to' be successively the dominion of presbytery, 
and depression of the gentry ; the insurrection of the independ- 
ents, and other sects, against their spiritual tyranny ; quarrels 
between the civil and military leaders ; the commons destroying 
the peerage ; a deroocratical republic ; a military tyranny ; and^ 
by the blessing of heaven, a restoration of the rightful heir. All 
these scenes had already passed at no distant period ; and now, 
vhile the swosd was yet in the sheath, though the hand was upon 
ita hilt, the masterly and energetic language in which they are 
• detailed may have tempted many to pause and think, whether the 
evibf of which they complained, deserved the.risk of so desperate 
a remedy, 

I Such is the plan of this admirable poem. The language is as 
striking as the ideas and subject. The illustrations and images 
are short and apposite, such as give force to the argument, and 
flow easily into the diction, without appearing to have been 1^ 
bouredf or brought from a distance. I fear, however, some of 
the scriptural allusions are censurable, as too free, if not profane. 
The verse has all the commanding emphasis, with which Dryden, 
beyond any other poet, knew how to body forth and adorn his 

Soetical arguments. One Alexandrine is prolongued two sylla- 
les beyond the usual length ; a circumstance hardly worth no- 
tice, were it not to shew the sharp-sighted malice of Dryden's 
enemies, who could discover this single inaccuracy, if, indeed, 
the licence was not intentional, amid so much sounding veri^ca- 
tion. t 
As *' The Medal" attracted immediate and extensive attention, 



•|- The line is this ; 

Thou leap^st o'er all eternal truths in thy pindarie way. 

It seems to be alluded to by Hickeringell in the following lines on Ihydea's 
challenge to the Whig poets, in his prelmiinary epistle : 

If Whigs be silent, then the Tory says, * 

They're silenced, cannot answer Mr Bayes, 

The poet laureat ; and if we write. 

He swears we learn of him how to indite ; 

Nay, he's so charitable, we so poor, 

He bids us take, and welcome of hh store ; 
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the Whig champions stepped forth to the cimtest. ^^ The Mush^ 
foon/' by Edmund Hickeringell, first appeared ; and, in succe^. 
sion, ** The Medal Reversed/' by Samuel Pordage, which psoK 
eured its author a couplet in the second part of ** Absatow dod 
Achitophel ;" ** Tlie Loyal Medal Vindicated/' and^ the <^Mi9dal 
of John Bayes;" all of n^hich^and perhaps manymore^ appe^ed 
in the summer and autumn of 1681. Two satiro&of a more^M^ 
nd nature^ entitled, '^Drydea's Satire; to his Muse/' anA» •<< The 
Tory Poets/* were also published against our autlior in the eoMisft 
of that year; a sufficient proof of the irritation 6f that partft 
whose chief he had now twice held up to public detesliail)oiiet4t 
The popularity of *' The Medal" did not cease wkh the qrioia 
which gave it birth; it went through many edilions, and only Mn 
came less known, when successive changes had totally wora asrajri 
all remembrance of tlie intrigues of the eminent politician againafc 
whom it was directed* Johnson has said, ^ It is now nofenuidi. 
read, nor perhaps generally understood ; yet, a slight acquauat^i 
ance with the history of the period removes all obscurity; and^: 
Uiough we cannot sympathize with the fervour of politios whiobk. 
k contains, the poetry has claims to popularity, widely iadepeod* 
ent of the temporary nature of the subject." 
• As the reader is now to take a long farewell of Lord Shaftas^ 
bury, it may not be unnecessary to remind him^ that, when freed 
from the accusation of high treason, the £arl continued to agitate 
plans of opposition to the government) which became more and 
more violent, as the ascendency of the court became more pc^wer* 
ful, until open force seemed to be the onlv means. left of accom- 
plishing what undoubtedly he had at first hoped to carry through 
bv political intrigue. At length he found it necessary to fly from 
his house in Ak^gate*Street, and take refuge in the suburbs of 



And lest your venes happen to wfuit feet, 
He frankly proffers his; and^ds more meet 
We should, in charity, atJcept his proffer now, ' 
For his, like that^ has more than should by two. 

The same circumstance is noticed by Tom Brown, who says, it is the longest 
line in Christendom, except one, which went round some old hangings, repre- 
senting the history of Pharoah and M6ses, and measured forty-six good feet of 
metre, running thus : 

Why, was he not a rascal ? 
Who refused to-sofo the childreli of Israel to go into the wilderness, 
with their wives and £Eunilies, to eat the pascaL 

I notice this buffoonery, because it is common to ascribe this strange Alexan- 
drine to the Rev. Zachaiy Boyd, whos« icriptoxal poems are preserved in the 
University of Glasgow. 
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the cRy) ftotn whence he sent messages to his associates* urgmg 
them to take arms. But he was now doomed to experience what 
his aident temper had before prcTented him from considering. 
When tliey came to: the crisis^ the difierent views and dispositions 
OJtbe allies began to discover themselves. Russell limited his 
Mshes to security for liberty ; Monmouth stipulated his own sue- 
CMsion onCharles' death ; Sidney demanded a free commonwealth; 
ind all dreaded Shaftesbury, who, they were sensible^ was deter- 
Mined to be at the head of the kind of government adopted, what- 
ever that mifffat be. Nor were their tempers less discordant than 
Aeir plans. While an inferior order of conspirators were organic 
ting plans for assassinating the whole royal family^ Monmouth was 
anxhpus for the life of his father, Russel averse to shedding the 
blood of his countrymen^ Grey, Howard, and Trenchard, from 
liieaner motives^ unwilling to encounter the dangers of war. Af- 
ter a desperate threat to commence the rising, and make the ho- 
Boor and danger all his own, Shaftesbury at length fled to Hoi- 
land) where he landed in November 1682. The magistrates of 
Amsterdam gave him welcome, and enrolled him among thear 
eitizens, to evade any claim by the court of England on his per- 
son ; yet they failed not to remind him of his former dedaration,of 
Ddenia ait Carthago^ accompanying the freedom which they pre- 
s«ited to him with these words: Ab nostra Carthagine, nondum 
delHa,salutem accipe. Here, while pondering the consequences of 
former intrigues,and perhaps adjusting new machinations, Shaftes- 
bury was seized with the gout m his stomach, and expired on the 
21st January, 1682-3. 

To sift the character of this extraordinary man, and divide his 
virtues from his vices, his follies from his talents, would be a dif- 
ficult, perhaps an impossible task. Charles is said to have borne 
testimony, that he had more law than all his judges, and more 
divinity than all his bishops. But his shining qualities were sul- 
lied by that inordinate ambition, which brought its own punish- 
ment, in an unworthy flight, an untimely, at least a precipitated, 
death, and a dubious reputation. 

Sleep, thou most active of mankind ! oh make 
Thy last low bed, and death^s long requiem take, 
Thou who, whilst living, kept'st die world awake ! • 



* Etegy on Shaftetlmry, in Bakigh Bedivivut, 
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For to whom can < dedicate this poetri with 96 
much justice as to you ? 'Tis the representation of 
your own hero ; 'tis the picture drawn at length, 
which you admire and prize so much in little. Non^ 
of yoiir ornaments are waflting } neither the ImA^ 
t!»eape of your Tower, not the rising sttn, no* tht 
anno domini of your new sovereign's coronation. 
This must needs be a grateful undertaking to your 
whole party ; especially to those who have not been 
1^ happy as to purchase the original. I heal* the 
graver has made a gocfd market of it ; all his hings 
lire bought up already, or the value of th^ remain^ 
der so enhanced, thaft taany h poor Polahder,* who 
would be glad to worship the image, is rfot able to 
go to the cost of him, but most be cis>nteni to see 
him here. I must confess I am lio gr^t artist ; but 
sign- post pointing will serve the turn to remembefr 
a friend by,, especially when better is not to be had. 
Yeti fi>> your comfort^ the lineaments are true ; and 



• See Note I. 
VOL. IX. 2, D 
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though he sat not five times to me, as he did to B.* 
yet I have consulted history ; as the Italian painters 
do, when they would draw a Nero or a Caligula ; 
though they have not seen the man, they can help 
their imagination by a statue of him, and find out 
the colouring from Suetonius and Tacitus. Tnitli 
is, you might have spared one side of your medal ; 
the head would be seen to more advantage if it 
were placed on a spike of the Tower, a little nearer 
to the sun, which would then break out to better 
purpose.^ 

You tell us, in your preface to the " No-protestant 
Plot,"t that you shall be forced hereafter to leave 
off* your modesty ; I suppose you mean that little 
which is left you, for it wafitwom to rags wjiien 
you put out this medal. Never was there practised 
such a piece of notorious impudence in the £ice of 
an established government. I believe, when Jbe is 
dead, you will wear him in thumb-rings, as the Turks 
did Scanderbeg, as if there were virtue in his bones 



* William Bower, who engraved the medal. 

t See the engraving of Shaftesbury's medal, where the sun breaks 
from a cloud over the Tower, in wnich he had lately been impri-' 
soned. Dryden intimates, his head should have been placed 
there ; and indeed the gory heads and members of Shaftesbury's 
adherents were shortly afterwards too common a spectacle on 
Tower-Hill, the Bridge, Temple-Bar, &c. Roger North men- 
tions it as a very unpleasant part of his brother Dudley's office 
of sheriff, that the executioner came to him for orders, touching 
the disposal of the limbs of those who had suffered. '* Once, 
while he was abroad, a cart, with some of them, came into the 
court-yard of his house, and frightened his lady almost out of 
her wits. And she could never be reconciled to the dog hang- 
man's saying, ' he came to speak with his master.' " — L0e of the 
Hon. Sir Dudley North, p, 158. 

t A tract, in three parts, written to prove the innocence of 
Shaftesbury, Colledge, and the Whigs, from the alleged machi- 
nations against the king at Oxford. The first part is said to have 
l^een written chiefly by the earl himself 5 the two last, by Robert 
perguson, the plotter. 
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to preserve vyou against monarchy. Yet all tlm: 
while; you pretend not only zeal for the public 
good, but a due veneration for the person of the 
King. But all men,. who can see an inch before 
them,rmay easily detect those gross fallactes. That 
it is necessary for men in your circumstances to 
pretend both, is granted you ; for without them'^ 
there could be no ground to raise a faction. But I 
would ask you one dvil question, what right has 
any man among you, or any association of men, to 
come nearer to you, who, out of parliament, cannot 
be considered in a public capacity, to meet, as you 
daily do, in factious clubs, to vilify the government 
in your discourses, and to libel it in all your, writ* 
ings ? Who made you judges in Israel ? Or how is 
it consistent with your zeal for the public welfare^ 
to promote sedition ? Does your definition of l&yaiy 
which is, ** to serve the king according, to the 
laws," allow you the licence of traducing the exe- 
cutive power with which you own he is invested ? 
You complain that his majesty has lost the love and 
confidence of his people ; and by your very urging 
it, you endeavour what in you fies to make him 
lose them. All good subjects abhor the thought of 
arbitrary power, whether it be in one or many : if 
you were the patriots you would seem, you would 
not at this rate incense the multitude to assume it ; 
for no sober man can fear it, either from thev-king*s 
disposition, or his practice ; or even where you 
would odiously lay it, from his ministers. Give us 
leave to enjoy the government and benefit of laws 
under which we were bom, and which we desire to 
transmit to our posterity. You are not the trustees 
of the public liberty ; and if you have not right to 
petition, in a crowd,* much less have you to inter- 



* Alludinff to the king's proclamation against tumultuous pe- 
titions, dated 12th December, 1679. 
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maddle in the mofiManint of 11^^ 
what joa do not like ; whidi, ini cflbct» is e^ntf 
ddn^ thftt it done by the king and coundl. * Can 
jou imagine, that any reaioniSile man will beUJero 
you resjj^et the person of his nugesty, wbBnit it 
apptnnt tiiat yonr teditiout pamphlatt are stofied 
with ptttiimknr reflections on him ? Ifyoufaavetfae 
confioenee to deny thit» it is easy to be ednoed 
ftom a tlioatand patsages» iHiich I only forbear to 
quot^ because I desire they should die and be fte* 
gotten* I have perused many of your papers ; and 
to Aew yon tibat I have, the third part of your ^ No» 
proteatant Flof* is mudb of it stcden from your dead 
anther's pamphlet, called the ^Orowdi of Popory ;'^ 
as maniftstlr as Milton% <' I>efence of the Eng^ 
Ftopk** is nom Bucfaanui, ** De Jure ftgm 0fmd 
iSbofef ;** or your first Corenant, and new Astoda- 
tion,fiomthe Holy League of the FrenchGuisaEdaf 
Any one, who reads E^vila, may trace your pnM^ 
tices all along. There were the same pretences ftr 
reformation and loyalty,, the same aspendona of the 
king, and the same grounds of a rebellion. I know 
not whether you will take the historian's word, who 
says it was reported,that Poltrot, a Huguenot, mur** 
dered Francis Duke of Guise, by the instigations of 
Theodore Beza, or that it was a Huguenot minister. 



^ A pamphlet written by Andrew Marre]^ and reprinted hk tlie 
State Tracts, It was published in 1677-8; and» as it traced the 
intrigues of the court of England with that of France, it made a 
great impression on the nation. I cannot help thinking, that it 
was upon the horror which this piece had excited for the progress 
of Popery^ that Oates and Tongue grounded their legend^ and 
that they found the people prepared to receive il by lihepfwioiis 
tract of MarveU 

t See '^ The Defence of the Duke of Guise," and the «' Post- 
script to the TronslatioB of Matmbnirg's History of theLeiq^/ 
where Dryden pursues this parallel. 
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Otherwise called a Presbyterian, (far our ditirch ab- 
bors do devilish a tenet») who first writ a treatise df 
the lawfulness of deposing and murdering kings 
of a different persuasion in religion ; but I am aUe 
to prove, from the doctrine of Calvin, and princi- 
ples of Buchanan, that they set the people above 
the magistrate ; ' which, if I mistake not, is your 
own fundamental, and which carries your loyalty 
no farther than your liking. When a vote of tti^ 
House of Commons goes on your side, you are as 
ready to obs^*ve it, as if it were passed into a law ; 
but, when you are pinched with any former, and yet 
unrepealed act of parliament^ you declare, that, in 
some cases, you wUi not be obliged by it The pas- 
sage is in the same third part of the '* No-protestatit 
Plot," and is too plain to be denied* The late copy 
rfyour intended association, you neither wholly jus^ 
tify nor condemn ;* but as the papists, when they are 
unopposed, fly out into all the pageantries of woi% 
ship, but, in times of war^ when they are hard 
pressed by arguments, lie dose entrenched behind 
the Council of Trent, sonow^ when your affairs are 
in a low condition, you dare not pretend4hat to be 
a legal combination, but whensoever you are afloat^ 



* The Whig writers observed a prudent degree of ambiguity 
concerning the draught of the Association, found in Shaftes- 
bury's study ; for, wnilc they endeavoured to defend, the pur- 
pose and principles for which it was proposed, they insinua<* 
ted, that it might possibly have been shuffled in amongst Lord 
Shaftesbury's papers, by the messenger who seized them. It was 
said, to strengthen this suspicion, that Wilson, the earl's secret, 
tary, was employed by him to indorse all the papers which the 
messengers seized and carried off, and that this scroll bore no 
such indorsement : it was even added, that Wilson himselTwas 
impriscmed, to deprive Shaftesbury of the benefit of his evidence 
ta this point There b, however, no reason to think the paper 
was not actually found in the earl's repositories. 
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I dciubt not but it will be nudntained and jiudilled^ 
topurpofe: £br» indeed^ there is nothing to^defimi 
it but tbe sword ; it is thepcoper time to eay mf 
thing when men have all things in their nower. • 

In the mean time, jou would Mq be nioUii^ )iit 
a paralld betwixt this association^ and that in Ae 
tune of Queen Elizabeth.* But there is this tmsll 
diflferenoe brtwixt them» that the ends ci theene 
are directly opposite to the other : one witih the 
queen's approbation and conjunction, as bead of it; 
toe other, without either the consent or knowled^ 
(tf the king, against whose authority it is manifest- 
ly .designra. Therefore you do wdl to have 're- 
course to your last evasion, that it was oontmed 
by your enemies, and shuffled into the papers that 
were seized, whidi yet you see the nation is not so 
easy to bdieve as vour own jury ; but .tiie matter 
is not difficult, to nnd twelve men in Newgate who 
would acquit a malefiu^tm*. 

I have only one favour to desire of you at part- 
ing ; that when you think of answering this poem, 
you would employ the same pens against it, who 
have combated with so much success against "Absa- 
lom and Achitophel ;" for then you may assure your- 
selves of a clear victory, without the least reply. 
Bail at me abundantly ; and, not to break a custom, 
do it without wit : by this method you will gain a 
considerable point, which is wholly to waive the an- 



* In 1584^ there was a general association entered into by the 
subjects of Queen Elizabeth^ for the defence of her person, sup- 
posed to be endangered by the plots of the Catholics and. mal- 
contents. Many of its most striking expressions are copied in- 
to the draught found in Shaftesbury's house. It was^ confirmed 
by act 27th of Queen Elizabeth^ and cannot but be supposed as 
jacceptable to the crown^ as that of Shaftesbury would havebeen 
obnoxious. 
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swer of my arguments.* Never own the bottom 
of your principles, for fear they should be treason. 
Fall severely on the miscarriages of government ; 
for, if scandal be not alio wed> you are no freebom 



* How literally Dnrden's opponents adopted the licence here 
ciyen, appears from the ^< Loyal Medal Vindicated," published 
m 1681y and addressed, ' 

<^ To the Disloyal Tories, 

'<'To all, I mean, except the author of the Medal ; for he being 
a Tory of two editions, it seems impossible to appropriate his ge- 
nius more to King Charles than Oliver Cromwell. Apd if Noll 
was so kind, though a saucy tenant, to leave him as a heriot of 
the muses, unto whomsoever should possess Whitehall, let nonie 
admire that he, that could so deify an usurper, does afterwardli 
endeavour to expiate that -crime by Torifying the government of 
a legal monarch, ^c. I have no more to say to him^ and his 
Torr friends, by way of argument, but rather greet him, in con- 
clusion, as poetically as he can pretend to deserve/' The fol- 
lowing introduction may suffice to shew how far the poetry was 
i^ommensurate to the deserts of Dryden : 

If nothing can the worth 6i men excuse, ' 

Thus meanly blasted by a sculking muse ; 
If what*s against humanity and sense, 
Finds from the world a horrid complaisance ; 
If one must flout another's mould or face, 
Because discretion there has ancient place ; 
Then let thy hireling verse such fictions raise. 
As long may fetten thy desertless praise, 
But may heaven stay thy mudi licentious pen^ 
• When to spite faces thou shalt write again, 

Lest thou thy sovereign's image next should stain, 

Since looks, and m6n, thou darest traduce for gain ; 

And all to aUow thy forehea4 so much brass, ^ 

As stiles thee diere a stigmatized ass. 

Condusion to Shaftesbury ; 

Fame must be posed, unless you shall admit 
To leave your image ¥rritten by your wit ; 
Vet still by you memoirs are so designed \ 
Your medal does oblige, in which we find V 
The outward graces of so firm a mind ; } 
Though, in tms gift, best Protestants allow 
They're tempted even to superstition too. 
As hard 'tis such a patriot to admire. 
And not than common man to grant him hig^iec* 
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tubjects. If God has not blened you with the ta- 
lent of rhyming, make use of my poor stocks mid 
welcome ; let your verses run upon mV feet ; and 
for the utmost refuge of notorious blockheads, redu^ 
ced to the last extremity of sense, turn my own lines 
upon me, and, in utter despair of your satire, make 
me satirise myself.* Some of you have been driven 
to this bay already ; but, above all the reat» com- 
mend me to the Non-conformist Parson, who writ 
the " Whip and Key." I am afraid it is not read 
so much as the piece deserves, because the book- 
seller is every week crying help, at the end of his 
Gazette, to get it off. You see I am charitable 
enough to do him a kindness, that it may be pub- 
lished as well as printed ; and that so much skill in 
Hebrew derivations may not lie for waste-paper in 
the shop : Yet, I half suspect he went no farther 
for his learning, than the Index of Hebrew names 
and etymologies, which is printed at the end of 
some English Bibles. If Achitophel signify ** the 
brother of a fool," the author of that poem will pass 
with his readers for the next of kin ; and perhaps, 



* One writer was so much incensed at this challenge, as to 
plead it for the apology of having degraded himself by a contro- 
versy with Dryden. " I have more honourable employ, than, 
like a school-boy, to cap verses, or to blemish my larger name 
with that of Bayes or Laureat. Only, it moved my indignation, 
as well as scorn, when I read his challenge to the Whigs, p. 6. of 
his Epistle, and the bravado extorted from me this nimble check, 
but just rebuke, for such arrogance, opiniatry, and petulancy, to 
abate, if possible, his pride, and the contempt he seems to have 
of the Whigs, whom the hackney-laureat does so magisterially 
despise at such a rate, that the Tory courtiers (poor hearts, they 
know no better) hug and admire the imbost rhodomontade."— 
Mushroom, p. 1 8. How far the author's talents were equal to 
the purpose of chastising Dryden, and raising the renown of Whig 
poetry, may be seen by some curiouiS specimens ia Note XII. on 
the following poeoL 
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it is the rdation that makes the kindness.* What- 
ever the verses are, buy them up, I beseech you^ out 
of pity ; for I hear the conventicle is shut up, and 
liie brother of Aehitophel out of service.f 

Now, footmen, you know, have the generofflty 
to make a purse for a member of their society, who 
has had his livery pulled over his ears ; and evten 
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* As I have not a9 yet been able to meet with the '* Whip and 
Key/' I subjoin the account which Mr Malone has given of it ; 
" A Whip for the Fool's Back^ who styles honourable marriage a 
cursed confinement, in his profane poem of Absalom and Aehi- 
tophel ;" and this was followed, on the 18th of January, by " A 
Key (with the Whip) to open the mystery and iniquity of the poem 
called Absalom and Aehitophel, snewing its scumlous reflections 
on both king and kingdom." In the latter piece, which was writr 
ten by the same hand as the former, the author's principal object 
is to shew, that Dryden's Jewish names were not well chosei^ As 
probably very few of my readers have ever seen this poem^ I will 
add a snort extract :— 



How well this Hebrew name with sense doth sound, 
AfooPs my brother ^-^ though in wit profound ! 
Most wicked wits are the devil^s chiefest tools, 
Which, ever in the issue, God befbob. 
Can thj eompare, Tile varlet, onoe hold true, 
Of the loyal liOid, and thia disloyal Jew ? 
Waa e*er our English Earl under disgiaoe. 
And, as unconscionable, put out of place ? 
Hath he laid lurking in lus country-house. 
To plot rebellions, as one factious ? 
Thy bog-trot bloodhounds hunted have diis stag. 
Yet cannot fiwten their foul fimgs, — they flag. 
Why did*8t not thou bring in thy evidence, 
With them, to rectify the brave jury's sense. 
And so prevoit the Igtwramus 9 — ^nay. 
Thou wast cock-sure he would be damn*d fbr aye, 
Without thy presence ; — ^thou wast then employ*^ 
To brand ham 'gainst he canie to be destroy'd : 
'Forehand pre]^aring for the faangnun's axq, 
Had not the witnesses been found so lax.'* . . 

Malone's Lifi ofDrydeny Vcd. I. p. 159. 

It must also be noticed, that the author of the '* Whip and 
Key" opens his poem with the ten first lines of '' Absalom and 
Aehitophel." 

t Derrick ia pleased to explaia ^^ the brother of Aehitophel," 
by favouring us with an aceoont of SAiaftesbury^s faiether, George 
Cooper^ Esq. This is a remarkable jostance of « knavish speech 

t Achi^ my bxaHHi, and <ylwl» » ii A Orig. M^te. 
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Protestant socks* are bought up among you, out of 
veneration to the name. A dissenter in poetiy from 
sense and English, will make as good a Protestant 
riiymer, as a dissenter from the church of England a 
Protestant parson. Besides, if you encourage a young 
banner, who knows but he may elevate his style 
a little above the vul^ epithets of *^ profane, and 
saucy Jack," and '^ atheistic scribbler," with which 
he treats me, when the fit of enthusiasm is strong 
upon him ; by which well mannered and charitable 
expressions, I was certain of his sect before I knew 
his name. What would you have more of a man ? 
He has damned me in your cause from Genesis to 
the Revelations ; and has hdf the texts of both the 
Testaments against me, if you will be so civil to 
yourselves as to take him for your interpreter, and 
not to take them for Irish witnesses-f After all. 



sleeping in a foolish ear. For the benefit of any person of equally 
obtuse intellects, it may be necessary to say, the Non-conformist 
Parson is the party meant, whom Dryden styles, '* brother to 
Achitophel," if Achitophel, according to his own derivation, be 
brother to a fool ; and truly the commentator seems to have been 
of the kindred, 

* The epithet was still more whimsically assumed by the fa- 
mous Nell Gwyn, when her carriage was beset by the mob, who 
took it for that of the Duchess of Portsmouth, and loaded the 
inmate with all the opprobrious epithets which could be applied 
to a Papist, or a woman ; Nell at length looked out, and con- 
vinced them of their mistake^ by assuring them " she was the 
Protestant whore" 

f Alluding to the Irish witnesses brought against Shaftesbury, 
to whom the Whigs refused credit as soon as they ceased to swear 
on their side ; a great subject of complaint to the Tories. 



Poor Teague and Rory, who renewM the story. 

Were babes of grace while swearing was in fashion ; 
But when the Whig was charged by the true Tory, 
The joyner's flail did thresh them out of the nation ; 
Then all was gospel-proof, and now all subornation ; 
Against old Tony, perjured every mother,'s son,. 
And now poor Teague and Rory, 
To his nation's glory, 
May plot at home, and sing) O hone ! O hone ! 
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perhaps, you will tell me, that you retained him only 
for the opening of your cause, and that your main 
lawyer is yet behind/ Now, if it so happen he meet 
with no more reply than his predecessors, you may 
either conclude that I trust to the goodness of my 
cause, or fear my adversary, or disdam him, or what 
you please ; for the short of it is, it is indifferent 
to your humble servant, whatever your party says 
or thinks of him. 



RECOMMENDATORY VERSES. 



UPON 

THE AUTHOR 

OF THE FOLLOWING POEM. 



Once more our awfiil poet anns^ to engage 
The threatning hydra-fiiction of the age : 
Onoe more prepares his dreadfU pen to wield. 
And every muse attends him to me fidd : 
By art and nature for this task desku'd. 
Yet modestly the fight he long decnn'd ; 
Forbore die torrent of his verse to pour. 
Nor loosed his satire till the needful hour : 
His sovereign's ri^ht, by patience half betray'd. 
Waked his avengmg genius to its aid. 
Blest muse, whose wit with such a cause was erown'd. 
And blest itxe cause that such a champion found ; 
With chosen verse upon the foe he una. 
And bhu^ sedition in each quarter galls ; 
Yet, like a prince with subjects forced to engage. 
Secure of conquest, he rebates his rage ; 
His faiy not without distinction sheds, 
Hurls mortal bolts but on devoted heads : 
To less infected members sentle found. 
Or ^ares, or else pours baun into the wound. 
Such generous {^nce the ungratefViI tribe, abuae,. . . 
And trespasa on the mercy ^ his muae; 
Thdr wretched doggreU rhimen forth ihey hnn^ 
To snarl and bark against the poet's king : 

9 
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A fciew, that acandaliie the nation mere 
Than all their treason-candng priests before ! 
On these be scarce voncbsafts a soornAil maUt, 
But on their powerAil p«itions turns, bia atyld i 
A style so keen, as even from faction draws 
The Tital poison, stabs to the heart their cansQ. 
Take then, great bard, what tribute we can raise 
Accept our uunka^ for you transcend our praise. 



} 



TO 

THE UNKNOWN AUTHOR ♦ 

OF THB FOLLOWING POEM, 
AND THAT OF 

ABSALOM AND ACHITOPHEL. 



Thus pious ignorance, with dubious praise. 

Altars of old, to gods unknown, did raise : 

They knew not me loved Deit^, they knew 

Divine eflfects a cause divine did shew : 

Nor can we doubt, when such these numbers are. 

Such is their cause, though the worst muae shall dare 

Their sacred worth in humble verse declare. 

As gentle Thames, charm'd vdth thy tuneful soug, 

Gliaes in a peaceful majesty along ; 

No rebel stone, no k>fky bank, does brave 

The easy passage of his silent wave ; 

So^ sacred poet, so thy numbers flow. 

Sinewy, yet mild, as nappy lovers woo ; 

Strongs yet hannonious too, as planets move. 

Yet soft as down upon the win^ of love. 

How sweet does virtue in your dress appear ! 

How much more charming, when mucn less severe ! 

Whilst you our senses hannlessly beguile. 

With all the allurements of your happy style ; 



• There seems to have been some uncertainty, both among Tories and Whigs, 
concerning the author of " The Medal." Settle, himself, did not recognize the 
hand of Dryden ; for he thus expresses himself: — *' I am not of opmion, that the 
author of " The Medal," and that of " Absalom and Aehitophel," is one person, 
since the style and painting is far different, and their satixes are of a different 
hue, the one being a much more slovenly beast than the other ; yet^ since they 
desbe to be tb*n^t 90, Je* the one bear the reproaches of the etljcf**' — Preface 
to Medal Reversed. 
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You insinuate loyalty with kind deceit^ 

And into sense the unthinking many cheat : 

So the sweet Thracian, with his charming lyre^ 

Into rude nature virtue did inspire ; 

So he the savi^ herd to reason drew^ 

Yet scarce so sweety so charmingly^ as you. 

Oh that you would^ with some such powerful charm^ 

Inervate Alhion to just valour warm ! 

Whether much suffering Charles shall theme afford. 

Or the great deeds of god-like James's sword ; 

Again, fair Gallia might be ours, again 

Another fleet might pass the subject main ; 

Another Edward lead the Britons on. 

Or such an Ossory as you did moan : 

While in such numbers you, in such a strain. 

Inflame their courage, and reward their pain. 

Let false Achitopnd the route engage. 
Talk easy Absalom to rebel rase ; 
Let frugal Shimei curse in holy zeal. 
Or modest Corah more new plots reveal; 
Whilst constant to himself, secure of fate, 
Grood David still maintains the royal state ; 
Though each in vain such various ills employs. 
Firmly he stands, and even those ills enjoys ; 
Firm as fair Albion midst the raging main. 
Surveys encircling danger with msdain. 
In vain the waves assault the unmoved shore, \ 

In vain the winds with mingled fury roar, > 

Fair Albion's beauteous cliffs shine whiter than before. ) 

Nor shalt thou move, though hell thy fall conspire. 
Though the worse rage of zeal's flmatic fire. 
Thou best, thou greatest of the British race. 
Thou only fit to nil great Charles his place. 
Ah wretcned Britons ! ah too stubborn isle ! 
Ah stiff-neck'd Israel on blest Canaan's soil I 
Are those dear proofs of heaven's indulgence vain. 
Restoring David and his gentle reign ? 

Is it in vain thou all the goods dost know, 1 

Auspicious stars on mortals shed below, V 

While all thy streams with milk, thy lands with honey flow ? ) 
No more, fond isle ! no more thyself engage. 
In civil fury, and intestine rage ; 
No rebel zed thy duteous land molest, 
But a smooth calm sooth every peaceful breast. 
While in such charming notes divinely sings 
The best of poets, of the best of kings. 



'^fi f. 
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/ / / ... 

' all our antic sights and pageantry, 

lich English idiots run in crowds to see, 

3 Polish Medal* bears the prize alone ; 

nonster, more the favourite of the town 

m either fairs or theatres have shown, 

irer did art so well with nature strive, 

r ever idol seeni'd so much alive ; 

like the man, so golden to the sight, 

base within, so counterfeit aiid light. 

3 side is fill'd with title and with face ; 

d, lest the king shpuld want a regal place, 

the reverse a Tower the town surveys, 

r which our mounting sun his beams displays 

3 word, pronounced aloud by shrieval voice, 

:tamur, which, in Polish, is rejoice ,-f 

3 day, month, year, to the great act are join'd, 

d a new canting holiday designed ; 

e days he sat for every cast and look^ 

ir more than Gk)d to finish Adam took. 



• Note I. t Note II. 
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But who can tell what essence angels are ? 
Or how long Heaven was making Lucifer ? 
Oh, could the style that copied every grace. 
And plow'd such furrows for an eunuch faee^ 
Could it have form'd his ever-changing will. 
The various piece had tired the graver^s skill ! 
A martial hero first, with early care. 
Blown, like a pigmy by the winds, to war ; 
A beardless chief, a rebel ere a man ; 
So young his hatred to hw prince began.* 
Next this, — ^how wildly will ambition steer ! 
A vermin wriggling in the usurper's ear ;f 
Bartering his venial wit &r sums of gold. 
He cast himself into the saint-like mould ; 
Groan'd, sigh'd,andpray'd, while godliness was gsdn, 
The loudest bagpipe <^ the squeaking train« 
But, as 'tis hard to dieat a juggler's eyes^ 
His open lewdness he could ne'er disguise, j: 
There sf>lit the saint ; £or hypocritic zeal 
Allows no sins but those it can conceal : 
Whoring to scandal gives too large a scope ; 
Saints must not trade, but they may interlope : 
The ungodly principle was all the same ; 
But a gross cheat betrays his partner's game. 
Besides, their pace was formal, grave, and slack ; 
His nimble wit outran the heavy pack ; 
Yet still he found hij5 fortune at a stay, 
Whole droves of blockheads choking up his way ; 
They took, but not rewarded, his advice ; 
Villain and wit exact a double price. 
Powerwasbisaim; but thrown from that pretence, 1 
The wretch turn'd loyal in his own defence, > 
And malice reconciled him to his prince.^ ) 

Him, in the anguish of his soul, he served ; 
Rewarded faster still than he deserved. [[ 



* Note III. 
§ Note VI. 
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Beheld him now exalted into trast ; 

His counsel's oft conyenient, seldom just ; 

Even in the most sincere advice he gave. 

He had a gradging still to be a knave. 

The frauds he learned in his fanatic year8» 

Made him uneasy in his lawful gears ; 

At best, as little honest as he could. 

And, like white witches, misdiievoudy good ; 

To his first bias longingly he leans. 

And rather would oe great by widked means. 

Thus framed for ill, he loosed our triple hold ; 

Advice unsafe, precipitous, and bold. 

From hence those tears, that Ilium of our woe ! 

Who helps a powerful friend, forearms a foe. 

What wonder if the waves prevail so fiir. 

When he cut down the banks that made the bar ? 

Seas follow but their nature to invade ; 

But he, by art, our native strength beteay'd : 

So Samson to his foe his force oonfest, 

And, to be shorn, lay slumbering on heat breast 

But when this fatal counsel, found too late. 

Exposed its author to the public hate ; 

When his just sovereign by no impious way 

Could be seduced to arbitrary sway ; 

Forsaken of that hope, he shifts his sail. 

Drives down the current with a popuhur gale. 

And shew» the fiend confessed without a veiL * 

He preaches to the crowd, that power is lent. 

But not conveyed, to kingly government ; 

That claims successive b^ no binding force ; 

That coronation oaths are things of course ; 

Maintains the multitude can never err ; 

And sets the people in the papal chair. 

The reason's obvious, — ^interest never lies ; 

The most hAve still their interest in their eyes ; 

Thepower is always theirs, and power is ever wise. 
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Almighty crowd ! tliou shorten^st all dispute ;' 
Power is thy essence, wit thy attribute ! 
Nor faith nor reason make thee at a stay ; 
Thou leapst o'er all eternal truths in thy pindaric 

way! 
Athens, no doubt, did righteously , decide. 
When Phocion and when Socrates were tried ; 
As righteously they did those dooms repent ; 
Still they were wise, whatevcr.way they wen*: 
Crowds «T not, though to both extremes they nin ; 
To kill the father, and reeal the son. 
Some think the foolffwere most as times .went then. 
But now the world's o'erstock'd with prudent men. 
The common cry is even religion's test^— 
The Turk's is at Constantinople best, 
Iddfs in India, Popery at Kon^e, 
And our own worship only true at home; 
And true but for the time, 'tis hard, to know 
How long we please it shaU contiiiue so ; .. 
This side to-^day, arid that to*morrow burns ; 
So all ar^ God^lmighties in their turns. 
A tempting doctrine, plausible and new ; 
What tools our fathers were, if this be true ! 
Who, to destroy the seeds of civil war. 
Inherent right in monarchs did declare ; 
And, that a lawful power might never cease. 
Secured succession to secure our peace. - 
Thus property and sovereign sway at last 
In equal balances were justly cast ; 
But this hew Jehu spurs the hot-mouth'd horse. 
Instructs the beast to know his native force. 
To take the bit between his teeth, and fly 
To the next headlong steep of ajnarchy. 
Too happy England, if our good we knew, 
•Would w^ie possess the freedom we pursue ! 
^he* lavish government can give no more ; 
Yet we repine, and plenty makes us poor. 
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God tried us once ; our rebel fathers fought ; 
He glutted them with all the power they sought, 
Till, mastered by their own usurping brave. 
The free-born subject sunk into a slave. 
We loath our manna, and we long for quails ; 
Ah, what is man, when his own wijh prevails ! 
How rash, how swifl to plunge himself in ill, 
Proud of his power, and boundless in his will ! 
That kings can do no wrong, we must believe ; 
None can they do, and must they all receive ? 
Help, heaven ! or sadly we shall see an hour. 
When neither wrong nor right are in their power ! 
Already they have lost their best defence. 
The benefit of laws, which they dispense ; 
No justice to their righteous cause allow'd. 
But baffled by an arbitrary crowd ; 
And medals graved their conquest to record. 
The stamp and coin of their adopted lord. 

The man, who laugh'd but once to see an ass 
Mumbling to make the cross^grain'd thistles pass,* 
Might laugh again to see a jury chew 
The prickles of unpalatable law. 
The witnesses, that leech-like lived on bloody 
Sucking for them were medicinally good; 
But when they fastened on their festered sore. 
Then justice and religion they foreswore ; 
Their maiden oaths debauch'd into a whore. 
Thus men are raised by factions, and decried. 
And rogue and saint distinguish'd by their side ;f 
They rack even Scripture to confess their cause. 
And plead a call to preach in spite of laws. 
But that's no news to the poor injured page. 
It has been used as ill in evecy age ; 
And is constrained with patience all to take. 
For what defence can Greek and Hebrew make ? 



* CiBBBQB^ according to Ludlius, only laughed oncein hif 
lifis, and that at the miserable joke in the text. 
t Note IX. 
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Happy, who can this talking trumpet seize ; 
They make it speak whatever sense they please 
'Twas framed at first our oracle, to inquire ; 
But since our sects in prophecy grow higher. 
The text inspires not them,biittBey the textinspire. 
T^ondon, thou great emporium ci our isle, 

thou too bounteous, thou too fi*uitful Nile i 
How shall I praise or curse to thy desert ? 

Or separate thy sound from thy corrupted part ? 

1 caird thee Nile ; the parallel will stand : 
Thy tides of wealth o'erflow the fattened land ; 
Yet monsters firom thy large increase we find. 
Engendered on the slime thou leavest behind. 
Sedition has not wholly seized on thee. 

Thy nobler parts are from infection free. 

Of Israel's tribes thou hast a numerous band. 

But still the Canaanite is in the land ; 

Thy military chiefs are brave and true. 

Nor are thy disenchanted burghers few ; 

The head is loyal which thy heart commands. 

But what's a head with two such gouty hands ?* 

Tlie wise and wealthy love the surest way. 

And are content to thrive and to obey. 

But wisdom is to sloth too great a slave ; 

None are so busy as the fool and knave. 

Those let me curse; what vengeance will they urge, 

Whose ordures neither plague nor fire can purge ; 

Nor sharp experience can to duty bring. 

Nor angry heaven, nor a forgiving king ! 

In gospel-phrase their chapmen they betray ; 

Their shops are dens, the buyer is their prey : 

The knack of trades is living on the spoil ; 

They boast even when each other they beguile. 

Customs to steal is such a trivial thing, 

That 'tis their charter to defraud their king. 

All hands unite of every jarring sect ; 

They cheat the country first, and then infect 
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They for God's cause their monarchs dare dethrohe,' 
And they'll be sure to make his cause their own. 
Whether the plotting Jesuit laid the plan 
Of murdering kings, or the French puritan. 
Our sacrilegious sects their guides outgo, 
And kings and kingly power would murder too. 
What means their traitorous combination less. 
Too plain to evade, too shameful to confess ! 
But treason is not own*d when *tis descried ; 
Successful crimes alone are justified. 
The men, who no conspiracy would find. 
Who doubts, but, had it taken, they had join'd,— r- 
Join*d in a mutual covenant of defence. 
At first without, at last against, their prince ? 
If sovereign right by sovereign power they scan. 
The same bold maxim holds in God and man : 
Gk)d were not safe, his thunder could they shun. 
He should be forced to crown another Son. 
Thus, when the heir was from the vineyard thrown. 
The rich possession was the murderer's own.* 
In vain to sophistry they have recourse ; 
By proving their's no plot, they prove 'tis worse, 
Unmask'd rebellion, and audacious force ; 
Which, though not actual, yet all eyes may see, ' 
'Tis working in the immediate power to be ; 
For from pretended grievances they rise. 
First to dislike, and after to despise ; 
Then, Cyclop-like, in human flesh to deal. 
Chop up a ministeif at every meal ; 
Perhaps not wholly to melt down the king. 
But dip his regal rights within the ring.f 
From thence to assume the power of peace and war. 
And ease him, by degrees, of public care : 




* See the parable of the vineyard, in the gospel of' St Matthew^ 
chap. xxi« ver. 33. 
t Note XI. 
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Yety to consult his dignity and fkme, 1 

He should have leave to exercise the name, > 
And holdthecards whilecommonsplay'dthegame. ) 
For what can power give more than food and drink, 
To live at ease, and not be bound to think ? 
These are the cooler methods of their crime. 
But their hot zealots think 'tis loss of time ; 
On utmost bounds of loyalty they stand. 
And grin and whet like a Croatian band. 
That waits impatient for the last command. 
Thus outlaws open villainy maintain ; 
They st^l not, but in squadrons scour the plain ; 
And if their power the passengers subdue. 
The most have right, the wrong is in the few. 
Such impious axioms foolishly they show. 
For in some soils republics will not grow : 
Our temperate isle will no extremes sustain 
Of popular sway, or arbitrary reign ; 
But sUdes between them both into the best, 
Secure in freedom, in a monarch blest ; 
And though the climate, yex'd with various winds, 
Works through our yielding bodies on our minds. 
The wholesome tempest purges what it breeds. 
To recommend the calmness that succeeds. 

But thou, the pander of the people's hearts, 
O crooked soul, and serpentine in arts. 
Whose blandishments a loyal land have whored. 
And broke the bonds she plighted to her lord; 
What curses on thy blasted name will fall, "j 
Which age to age their legacy shall call ! > 

Forallmustcursethewoesthatmustd^scendpnall.) 
Religion thou hast none : thy mercury 
Has pass'd through every sect, or theirs through thee. 
But what thou givest, that venom still remains. 
And the pox'd nation feels thee in their brains. 
What else inspires the tongues, and swells the breasts, 
Of all thy bellowing renegado pries jts,* 



» ' 



• Note XII. 
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That preach up thee for God, dispense thy laws, 

And with thy stum ferment their fainting cause ; 

Fresh fumes of madness raise, and toil and sweat. 

To make the formidable cripple great ? 

Yet should thy crimes succeed, should lawless power 

Compass those ends thy greedy hopes devour, 

iThy canting friends thy mortal foes would be, 

Thy God and theirs will never long a^ee; 

For thine, if thou hast any, must be on^ 

That lets the world and human-kind alone ; 

A jolly god that passes hours too well, 

To promise heaven, or threaten us with hell ; 

That unconcem'd can at rebellion sit. 

And wink at crimes he did himself commit. 

A tyrant theirs ; the heaven their priesthood paints 

A conventicle of gloomy sullen saints ; 

A heaven, like Bedlam, slovenly and sad, 

f'ore-doom'd for souls with false religion mad. 

Without a vision, poets can foreshow 
What all but fools, by common sense, may know : 
If true succession from our isle should fail. 
And crowds profane, with impious arlns, prevail. 
Not thou, nor those thy factious arts engage. 
Shall reap that harvest of rebellious rage, 
With which thou flatter'st thy decrepit age.* 
The swelling poison of the several sects. 
Which, wanting vent, the nation's health infects. 
Shall burst its bag, and, fighting out their way. 
The various venoms on each other prey. 
The presbyter, puffd up with spiritual pride. 
Shall on the necks of the lewd nobles ride ; 
His brethren damn, the civil power defy. 
And parcel out republic prelacy. 
But short shall be his reign ; his rigid yoke. 
And tyrant power, will puny sects provoke ; 

* Note XIII. 
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And frogs and toads, and all the tadpole train. 
Will OKMik to hesiven for help from tnis devouring 

crane. 
The cut- throat sword and clamorous gown shall jar, 
In sharing their ill-ffotten spoils of war ; 
Chiefr shall he gruc^^ the part which they pre-1 

tend; f 

Lords envy lords, and friends with every friend i 
About thdr impious merit shall contend. j 

The surly commons shall respect deny. 
And jostle peara^e out with property. 
Their general either shall his trust betray. 
And force the crowd to arbitrary sway ; 
Or they, suspecting his ambitious aim, 
In hate of kings shall cast anew the frame. 
And cast out Collatine,^ that bore their name. 

Thus, inborn broils the&ctions would engage,) 
Or, wars of exiled heirs, os foreign rage, ' 

Till halting vengeance overtook our age ; 
And our wild labours, wearied into rest. 
Reclined us on a rightful monarch's breast. 

Pudet hcec opprobria^ vobis 






El did potuisse, el non potttisse refelli. 



* Collatinus was^ after the expulsion of the Tarquins^ exiled 
from Rome^ in hatred to his surname of Rex. 
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NoteL 

The Polish medaL^F. 481. 

It was a standing joke among the opponents of Shaftesbury^ 
that he hoped to be chosen king of Poumd at the vacancy^ when 
John Sobieski was elected. This was probably only a revival and 
new edition of an improbable story^ that he expected Cromwell 
would have made him king of England. His supposed election^ 
its causes, and effects^ are very humorously stated in a pamphlet 
republished among Lord Somers' Tracts^ already quoted^ pp. 268, 
358. 

The author complains ironicallv, that, among the advantages 
of court favour, which Lord Shaitesburv had renounced for his 
country) alreadjr enumerated by one of his adherents, he had 
omitted to mention a yet more dignified sacrifice : 

** I suppose, there are very few in this kingdom, that do not 
very sensibly remember the late kUer'regnum in Poland, and how 
many illustrious candidates stood fair for the electio «. Sobieski, 
indeed, had done great things for that people ; he had kept their 
potent enemy, the Turk, from entering any farther upon their 
mmtier ; was great and popular in the esteem and love of the 
best army, that, perhaps, they ever had, but that was by much 
too little to entitle him to the succession of the throne, it appear* 
ing absolutely the interest of that iiation, that the Great Turk 
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was not only to be beaten, but he must, in sbort, also be con- 
verted. And who so fit for such an enterprize as he that should 
be promoted to the regal authority ? One that, from the hi^ 
place he was to possess, might not only administer justice to 
them . but salvation to the greater part of Asia." — 

" Upon these considerations, you may imagine quickly the eyes 
of the whole Diet were cast upon little England, and there upon 
whom so soon as the little Lord of Shaftesbury ? Polish deputies 
were immediately sentf past'incogniio, with the imperial crown 
and sceptre in a doak-bag to him. Old Blood * smelled it from 
Bishopgate-street ; and had it not been for an old acquaintance 
and friendship between King Anthony the Electa for now I must 
call him so, and himself, I am credibly informed he had laid an 
ambush for it at the Cock ale-house, by Temple-Bar, where some 
thirty indigent bullies were eating stuffed beef, helier-skelier, at 
his charge, on purpose to stand by and assist him at carrying off 
the booty. 

*' But heaven, which I hope has ordained that no crown shall 
ever suffer damage for King Anthony's sake, took care to pre- 
serve this. For the sinister designs of the old Irish crown-mon- 
ffer being yet to be doubted, thi9 prudent prince, as I am told, 
having tried and fitted it to his head, carefully sent it back again 
by a trusty messenger, concealed in the husk or shell of a Hol- 
land cheese, taken asunder merely for that purpose, and cement- 
ed again together by an art fit for no man to Know, but a king 
presumptive of Poland. 

** All things thus prepared, his election being carried in the Diet 
so unanimously, and so nemine contradicent^y that no man to this 
hour ever heard of it but himself, it is not to be imagined how this 
little Grig was transported wit)i the thoughts of growing into a 
leviathan ; he fancied himself the picture before Hobb's Common- 



* Blood, famous for his attempt upon the Crown jewds, and other ruffian 
adventures, was at this time a true blue Jt*rotestanU ** And here the good 
Colonel Blood, (that stole the Duke of Ormond, and if a ^elj rescue had not 
come in, had hanged him at Tyburn, and afterwards stole the crown, though he 
was not so happy as to carry it off,) no player at sniall games ; he, even he, the 
virtuous colonel, was to have been destroys by the PajHsts. It seems these Pa- 
pists would let no eminent Prbtestant be dafe. But some amends were made ; the 
colonel, by the sale of the narrative, licensed Thomas Blood. It luul been strange 
if so much mischief had been stirring, and he not come in for a snack.** — Examen^ 
p. 311. The narrative is now before me, in which 1 observe Colonel Blood very 
feelingly complains, ** that those who are to deal with Jesuits and their disciples, 
had need to haVe as welT th6 prudence of serpents, as the innQ$;ence of doves." 



. KOTES ON. THE MEDAL. 448 

wealth alreadjr ; nay, he stopt up his tap, as I am told, on pur- 
pose that his dropsy might swell him big enough for his majesCy, 
and of a sudden grew so utter an enemy to all republics and an* 
timonarchical constitutions, that from that hour he premeditated 
and laid the foundation of a worse speech than that famous one 
which he once uttered in our English senate— DeinM^ esi Car' 
ihaoo, 

" But now, upon deliberate and weighty consideration of the 
great change he was to undertake^ many difficulties, and of an ex- 
traordinary nature, seemed to arise. A Protestant king being 
elected to a Popish kingdom, great were the debates within him- 
self, which way he was to steer his course in the administration 
of h$| government, so as to disdbaige his conscience, as well in 
the ease incumbent upon him of the souls of his peepk^ as -df 
the protecti(Hi of tlfeir prc^3erties.«od Beram s. 

" The Great Turk, you have heard Defore, was to be convert- 
ed. Now, to bring so mighty a potentate over to the church of 
Rome seemed altogt^ther destructive of the Protectant interest, 
for which he has been always so violent a champion ; therefore 
it is resolved, Prptestant, and true Protestant, the Ottoman Em« 
peror mui^t be, or nothing. But how, when that was done, to 
. establish the same church in his dominions ? There was the great 
question. Whereupon, after due consideration, he resolved, at 
his taking possession of that throne, which stood gaping for him, 
to carry over from hence such ministers, both of church and state, 
as might be proper to advise, assist, and suipport him in a design 
so pious, though so difficult." 

A list is therefore made out of Shaftesbury's real or supposed 
adherents, with absurd Polish terminations attached to their 
names, to whom what the satirist deeiped suitable offices in King 
Anthony's court, ar^ Respectively assigned. Among these, the 
reader will be startled to ^nd our author himself under the fol* 
lowing entry; 

" Jean Drydenurtziz. Our poet laureat for writing panegyric* 
upon Oliver Cromweir, and libels against his presait master. King 
Charles II. of England, 

" Tom Shadworiski. His deputy." 

From which' it appears, that Dryden, at the time of this pas- 
quinade's being written, was considered as disaffected to the coiirt. 

The joke of Shaftesbury's election to the Polish throne having 
been once thrown out, was echoed, and re-echoed, through an 
hundred ballads, till it ceased to be a joke at all. The reader 
most have frequently remarked such allusions ; we liave, for in- 
stance, the following songs : 

" Ehagon's Fall, or the Whig's Lament for Anthony, King of 
Poland.** (S'l February, 1682-3.) 
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" A New 8<Nig m iheKii^ of Polaiid, and the Prinee of the 
'liSBd c^ Pramiae.'' 

^ The Poet's Addicfls to his most Sacred Majesty, 6th Julj 

Th« Polttii priaee if dMfm*d, he leofBi weak faoS^ 
CiNMociio9*f of inpenctnblc ttii£ 



Note II. 

LaeUtmur, whkhf in PoUsh, is refoice.'^V. 43]. 

It would seeiDy that the followers of Shaftesbury wore the me- 
dal attadied to their breast. See ** A Pan^yrick on their Royal 
Highnesses and congratulating his return trom Scotland^ 1682." 

Lctamtir k the woid, « word whidi kte 
As mighty hopes did mightr joy create ; 
When the famed motto with appUuise was put 
To the effigy of the grand patriot. 
Nearest their heart where late their Georges hung. 
The pak-fiioed medal with its siWer tongue 
Was placed, whilst every wearer still exprest 
His joy to harbour there so famed a guest : 
The wretch that stamped it got immortal fiune, 
Twas ooin*d by stealth, like groats at Brumichan ; 
While each possessor, with exalted voice. 
Cries, *^ £ogland*s saved, and now let us rejoice.** 



Note III. 

A marital kerojirsi, with early care. 

Blown, like a pigmy by the Tvinds, to war ; 

A beardless cni^, a rebel ere a man ; 

So young his hatred to his prince began^-^F. 432. 

Dryden does not here do justice to Shaftesbury, who certainly 
offered Charles I. the first fruits of his courage and address* Be-- 
ing heir to a plentiful fortune, a member of parliament, and high 
sheriff of the county of Dorset, he came to Oxford when the 
Civil War broke out, and though then only twenty-one or twen- 
ty-two years of age, presented to the king a digested plan, for 
compromising matters between him and his subjects in arms 
against him : Charles observed, he was a very young man for so 
great an undertaking; to which, with the readiness which marked 
his character, he answered, thatwould not be the worse for the king's 
affairs, provided the business was done. He had, in consequence, 
a commission from the king, to promise indemnity and redress of 
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grievances to such of the parliamentary garrisons as would lay 
down their arms. Accordingly, his plan seems to have taken 
some effect ; for Weymouth actually surrendered to the king, 
and Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, as his style then was, was made 
governor. Some delays occurred in the course of his obtaining 
this office ; and whether disgusted with these, and ffiving scope to 
the natural instability of his temper, as is intimatecTby Clarendon, 
or offended, as Mr Locke states, at Weymouth having been plun- 
dered by Prince Maurice's forces, he made one of wose sudden 
turns, of which his political career ftimishes several instances, 
and went over to the other side. After this, Clarendon says, that- 
he '' gave up himself, body and soul, to the parliament, and be* 
'came an implacable enemy to the royal family." He raised foreea 
in Dorsetshire, with which he took Wareham by storin, in Octo^ 
ber 1644, and reduced the greater part of the county to the obe- 
dience of the parliament. He held various high charges under the 
authority of the republic In l64i5, he was sheriff of Norfolk ; in 
.1646, sheriff of Wiltshire ; and in 1651, one of that committee, 
which was named for the revisal and reform of the law. 

« 

Note IV. 

A vermin mriggUng in ike Usurper's ear.— -P. 432. 

Shaftesbury, was by no means in a hurry to submit to Crom« 
well's domination, any more than he had been to join the parlia- 
ment ; the uncontrouled authority of an individual, and of one 
too who was inaccessible to all arts of cajoling or management, 
and only acted upon his own opinion and impulses, presented to 
the art and ambition of our statesman a very unpromising field 
of exertion. ' Accordingly, he is said to have been active in op- 
posing the dispossession of the Long Parliament ; and, being a 
member of that convoked by the ProtecUnr in 1656, he mgaed the 
famous protestation against the personal usurpation of Cfottnrell, 
which occasioned a very sudden dissolution of that assembly. 
But notwithstanding this occasional opposition, he sat in all 
Cromwell's parliaments, was a member of his privy council, and 
was so far in his favour, that he is said by his enemies to have 
• nourished hopes of succeeding him in his power, with whidi view 
he aimed to become his son-in-law. Hence he is called, in the 
'' Dream of the Cabal,** 

**> A little bob.tail*d lord, urchin of state, 

A fraUe^god'lmrc-'lone peer, whom all men hate.** 

12 
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Note V. 

He eail himself into the saint Jih mould; 
Groan d, sigh'd, and prav'd, while godliness was gain. 
The loudest bagpipe of the s^ueaJdng train. 
But, as 'tis hard to cheat a juggler's eyes. 
His open lewdness he could ne*er disguise^^^V. 432. 

According to Norths the Earl of Shaftesbury, ** in all his ways 
and workings, held a concert with theantimonarchists and fana- 
tics." * As to his dissipation, the well-known speech of Charles II. 
and his reply, are sufficient evidence. *' I believe, Shaftesbury/' 
said the gay monarch, '* thou art the wickedest dog in England." 
** May it please your Majesty," retorted the statesman, '* of a sub* 
Jeet I believe I am." North, the recorder of all that was evil 
concaming him, says, " whether out of inclination, custom, or 
policy, I will not determine, it is certain, he was not behind hand 
with the court in the modest pleasures of the time, and to what 
excess of libertinism they were commonly grown, is no secret 
There was a deformed old gentleman, called Sir Paul Neal, who, 
they say, sat for the picture of Sydrophel, in Hudibras ; and 
about town was callad the Lord Shaftesbury's groom, because he 
watered his mares (I fofbear the vulgar word) in Hyde Park, with 
Bhcnish wine and sugar, and hot seldom a bAit of cheeses-cakes." t 



Note VI. 

Power was his aim ; but thrown from that pretence. 
The wretch turn'd loyal in his own defence. 
And malice reconciled him to his prince* — P. 432« 

Whatever Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper's private political prin- 
ciples might be, he failed not to take a share of power upon the 
changes which so rapidly succeeded the death of Cromwell. Un- 
der the Eump Parliament, he was one of the council of state, and 
a commissioner for managing the army, one of the committee to 
secure the 1 ower, and colonel of a regiment of horse. He made 
use of the influence which these situations afforded him, for has- 
teI^ng the Restoration. Sir Anthony had long held a secret cor- 
respondence with the royal party, and was to have joined Sir 
George Booth at his rising, had he not been so suddenly crushed.^ 



• Examm, p. 41. -f Ibid, p. 60, 

:^ Note X. on Aitrcea Redux y p. 44. 
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He WM taxed with'thi8intetidedtx>*operation in parliament ; but 
he was at least resolved not to l>ear witness against himself, for 
he made the highest professions of his innocence, and imprecated 
God's judgments on him and his posterity, if Jie had the slightest 
communication with theking, or his friends : * Nevertheless, he 
was one of those who invited Monk into England ; was .the first 
to supply him widi a regiment of horse ; was active in defeating 
the schemes of Lambert ; and, in conclusion, was named one of 
i^e twelve members, who were deputed by the House of Commons 
to invite the king to return to his doininions. 

NoteVIL 

Him, in the anguish of his sdut, he served; 
Rewarded Jaster slUl than he dbseroed. 
Behold him now exalted into trusL^^V. 432* 

" At the time of his majesty's Restoration, as a most signal tes- 
timony of his majesty's good slentimetits of his fonber actions, 
Shaflesbury was advanced to be one of the first rankin his ma- 
jesty's piost honourable privy council, and was placed iibove his 
majesty's royal brother, the Duke of Gloucester, and even Ge- 
-nenil Monk himself, whom his majesty used to call his polttltal 
(father. 'And about three days be^fore his majesty's coronatiop» 
lie was in the Banquetting-house created Baron Ashley of Wira^ 
bourn, St Gilefe ; and another addition of honour was conferred 
on him. Lord Cooper of Paulett ; and at last, in the year 1672, 
•he was made Earl of Shaflesbury^ at the same time when Duke 
Lauderdale, the Earl of Arlington, and the Lord Clifford, wer^ 
promoted.-' t To these honours were added substantial power 
and weight in the administration, called the cabal, from the iiii* 
tild letters of the ministers', names who composed it. 4 In this 
•mipistry; Shaftesbury wi^ Chancellor of the Excheqnec ; andt a^ 
-the resignation of Lard Keeper Bridgemen, became Lord. Ifigk 
.^Cliancellor'of England. In this .high station, he farthered, wUh 
•all his policy and Sequence, the unioB with France igatnst HoU 
,land, and the breach of the triple league ; fiital measures,, wbidi 
4endedto the destruction of our natwd barrier against the uni^ 
versal dominion of France. It is probable, that Sbaftesbury'a 
lurdent spirit flattered itself with the hopes of conducting a po« 
polar aod triumphant war. But whatever were his mgtivei^ let 



* WUtehcWt Memorial, p. 679. f Raleigh RetBvivut, p. 29. 

t CUffiird,' Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley, (i. e, Shaltesbury,) Lsaderdak. 
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H be rtmtmhend, to hia honour, Ihat French bribery, eooommoii 
mnong the British ministers of Uie period, had no infliiemx with 
Shaftaibiiry* Whether he found the war, ill managed by ti^e 
eourt, and ill relished by the nation^ was likely to do yery little 
honour to those who had pushed it on ; or wneUier he was dis- 
8ads6ed with the share he enjoyed of thie king^s favour ; or, fini^ 
ly, whether distrusting the easiness and muUibility of the king^s 
temper, is absolutely uncertain ; but, moved either by these, or 
mors patriotic motives, Shaflesbury, in the parliament of 1 672-8, 
although in office, shewed himself prepared to join opposition on 
very short notice. 

Note VIII. 

But when thitjaial eoumd^ found too late. 

Exposed Us avihot to the public hate ; 

when his Just sovereign hy no impious way 

Could be seduced to arbitrary stonu; 

Forsaken of that hope, he shifts his sail. 

Drives down the current with a popular gale. 

And shews thejiend conjess'd without a veil. — P. 453. 

Two circumstainces seem chiefly to have influenced Shaftesbury 
in bis change of politics in 167^ Some vacancies had ckxnirred in 
the House of Commons, during a recess of parliaments These his 
lordship, as chancellor, had caused to be filled up, by issuing writs 
for election, of his own authority, without waiting for the speaker's 
warrant ; a proceeding, which was deemed by the House an undue 
exertion of prerogative, and the elections were declared irregular 
and null. This greatly irritated Shaftesbury's haughty temper, 
who thought the crown did not support him with sufficient energy, 
in a step which he had taken to extend its influence. From Sm 
he judged, that the king had not energy sufficient to venture upon 
bold measures ; and, consequently, that there was no room for 
the game of a minister, who delighted in bold and masterly strokes 
of policy. But this was yet more to be inferred from the king's 
conduct in the matter of the Indulgence. This was a dedaraticm, 
which the king, by advice of Sh^Wsbury and his other minis* 
ters, had sent forth, on the 25th March, I672, dispensing with 
the penal laws against non-conformists of every description, and 
indulging to Protestant dissenters the public, and to Catholics the 
private^ exercise of their religious worship. It is remarkable, that;- 
Shaftesbury, afterwards the champion for the test against Pope- 
ry, was made chancellor, chiefly for the purpose of affixing the 
great seal to this declaration, which the Lord Keeper Bridge*^ 
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hian refused to do. The House of Commons remonAtrated Acj.iinftc 
this exercise of prerogative. Ai\er an inefficient strutff^lri?, (jharltt* 
recalled the declaration, and broke the jieals with h'm own hand. 
From that moment Shaflesbury declared, that the kiii<;( had liif- 
saken himself^ and deserved to he forsaken. SuApicifiim tliae a uu>m 
narch^ who preferred so evidently hi.i peacfi and plf::iMiirr« to lim 
prerogative^ would not hesitate to make tiie IcMsier nntinltrAi ul' an 
obnoxious minister : anxious aiao, r::i af>rount of the prirprjiidi:!*- 
ance of the Duke of York^ who hated him, and whom lie Uutiui, 
the Chancellor probably foresaw, that, in making an af>f>arf:nt Na» 
orifice of court favour, he would not only save hirnaelf, hiit h#!« 
dome the leader, inste&d of being the victim^ of tlie prjfiular fAiHuau 
Accordingly, he promoted the Test Act in tiie Hoiiae of C>«rA^ 
mens, and stood forth in the House of L/irds ^ t^vt lesuiar of itw. 
Protestant party^ whom the declaration ha^l grievously aW(r««/l. 
From so unexpected a change, at this eventful j»trirA, ^aj^ rterrtr^ 
val from office was a matter of course. But in th#; au^U: of aa^ 
complishing it, circumstances occurrerl^ whicti itrongiy kjk/'^ Hu^^ 
character of Shaftesbury, who delighted in an opf^/rt.ir.>.jr /-# 
teazing and alarming his opponents, even In tlie very a^</f<t/«rt^ 
ing brfore them. When he waiter! upon itu: ki'r.g, t// tLfreryuar 
the seals, be observed a circle of his erirrrriie^ in t\tf: $kXAu4^tiactAjtef, 
anticipating, with triumph, his returning ¥r\t\%f*i\ Uur^ l/ft/lg^ 
of his office. Upon ol^Uiining \ii% a'jdi^rnc^, th« isulUtpt itut:i4Jtr 
begged the kin-;, that hit di-,nii!)<!al m\f/\\% \f*i m* Mmuip^^, »m tiMA 
to appear as if be wa-s throw n off v/ith fVffA0tfn\A, ** ipf^UiuU/' 
replied the good-natured rnonar'^rh, " I will ri//t d// it with luty 
circumstance that looki^ like an aff rr/rit.'^ 'i \u: «rarl tii«;ri tM'^«sd 
permission to carry the seal* \f;\'«,r*z the king t// iittuM, mni f*- 
tinm them aiterwi.'d% fr orn hi* hojjvi:. WU SttMrtt \t*rttiff f^fi^tUe*i, 
he carried on the conv*T*!!rt!'/n ir/jt/'i mwU i,*iitiO*if, tt\ffm >t*ui$ 
gaj subjects a« u-zmtViy ':;.t#rr*/ifrM;'l ♦*.#r kiripf, i*li*J*r ^>« Mit^ttM.' 
rieSy upon the ter.terfi'x^?!: * '/far-zr/rty, kwni^M tl#i: j>fiAr */f «// J>/#,ju 
an andience. B^rt wf.^i tS^v t*w fS^ ki/.y imi/I 'Mr iintJu^A^^^H 
come oat toj^tr.*- *;rr:.;.i;?, *rrd jro i;i /a r. ',(/.»«¥ •// •>./ /I^i^^^ U^it 
party conrrl^i*:! ^>ji;r'r", :fj\ y -./•'• w;«t mmir.^ »iA h« 4V|^*^4 



head of tike trKSi:sj yuty, *>»//, ff//r/# rli*- (/'-/.ic/*! *mJ ^a'VJ *>,!•-» 
one^wfao hjni '-—iZ '^rc^/V/J *}^ \,kf,t»*^* *A m.* n*m.j 



oppoieitirjC Vi V.^ v^-;* f '// *,♦•.•/.*</»# < t.f.tt,t,*.f tA »!,-*. t.^,,,*t4f 
party wer* irtLr.rrx. a^/,**.^ '*»nt9^t\ t4 :*..»if, Unn^f- i »// **#«* *^>- 
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vice of Temple, and Shaftesbury himself was presidetit, he yfasy 
in fact, no more united to the lung's party, than a detaclmient of 
besiegers become » part of the garrison of a besieged town, be- 
cause a bastioa or redoubt has been surrendered to them by ca- 
pitulation. 

Note IX. 

Thus men are raised byfaclionsf and decried. 

And rogue and saint dtsiinguishd b^ their side. — P. 435. 

1^^ was the argument concerning the credibility of the plot- 
w&esses, which was so triumphantly urged by the Tories, who 
asked, " Are not these men good witnesses, upon whose testimony 
Stafford, and so many Catholics, have been executed, and whom 
you yourselves have so long celebrated as men of credit and ve- 
racity ? You have admitted them into your bosom ; they are best 
acquainted with your treasons. They are determined in another 
shape to serve their king and country ; and you cannot complain^ 
that the same measure which you meted to others, should nowy 
by a righteous doom of vengeance, be measured out to you." * 
To this there was but one answer : '' We have been duped by 
otnr own prejudices, and the perjury of these men ; but you, by 
employing against us witnesses whom you know to be forsworn 
villains, and whom their versatility has sufficiently proved to be 
such, are doing with your eyes open what we did in the blindness 
of prejudice, and are worse than us, as guilt is worse than folly." 
But this, though the Whigs* true defence, required a candid dis- 
avowal of the Popish Plot, and reprobation of the witnesses; and 
that no true Protestant would submit to. 

Note X. 

Thi/ military/ chiefs are brave and true, 

Nor are thy disenchanted burghers Jew ; 

The head is loyal which thy heart commands. 

But what's a head, with two such gouty hands ?^F. 43& 

As matters carried more and more the appearance of actual in- 
surrection and civil war, the more wealthy of the citizens of Lon^ 
don, to whom nothing could be more ruinous than such an event, 
began to draw to the royal party. They were grieved also, that 



* Hume, vol. VHI. p. 158. 
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noting: the M mv^ n t order aaad c»nB»e latf fein^ an n^ tODp. 9k~ 

meaoa of diis initT, Sir Ja3m Moor wai^ cikidl^ 

wiiose duncier and copdact* JBid tdbdt 4i^ 

the Wln^ AaiMi, iHiom Dijden here feeinBs ins "^ itm» .;^nxinr 

hands,' see die two latst notes en the Set iamd FjdI <dr '^ Altwalara 

and Adutophd,'' pp. 401, -lOS. It wibs a |>?Ratt odhnoitaige «i» i^ 

oont, that the in^lUiT ciiid& of die cil^, i. ^ 

trrineii faond^ &c. veie attached to the vqpil casae;; joid it. mas 

retj much bj their emphatic iiMnfeien oe^ thai, the tftbcaati «f 

shcni& Ibr lbS3 was earned aygainst the Wh^ P*^* 



Note XL 

Perkapt mai wkaPjf to mtdl domm iit In^, 

Bmi dip kis le^ ri^kis mkkim tie nm^,—P. 4S7. 



Until 1663, milled money was notstiuck in Ei^^land ; and the 
hammiT^ coin, which continned to be in qradatJonloi^alier that 
pcfiod, was liable to be dipped, which occasioned great fiauds on 
the pobEcy and loss to individnals. It is mnar^aMe, that the 
venes which fi^low, describiog the cjpher-like state of rojralty, to 
whidi the ooontrj party wished to reduce the kin|^, agree aocu- 
ratelj with what North believed to be Shaftesbury's red designs 
upon the authority and person of Charles. " If he was really a 
friend to any human kind, besides himself, I believe it was to King 
Charles the Second ; whose gaiety, breeding, wit, good-humour, 
familiarity, and disposition to enjoy the pleasures of society and 
greatness, engaged him very much, that had a great share <^' wi^ 
agreeableness, and gallantry himself. But this same superiority 
spoiled all ; his ma|esty would not always be influenced by him^ 
but would )ake sborjt turns on his toe, and so frustrate his pro* 
jeds ; and finding by that he could not work under him, he 
stiove, if possible, to reduce his authority, and get above him. It 
seems, by what was given out, that he would not have hurt |he 
king personally, but kept him tame in a cage, with his ordinary 
pleasures about him. And if he was privy to the cruel stroke in- 
teqded at the Rye, or any way concurring, it was the necessity of 
afiairs, such as are laws to a politician, and superior to all human 
engagements, that obliged him. J^nd of that sort, the chief was 
s^lf-preservation ; for, diough he had found the king very easily 
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reeonciled^ as not being in his nature vindicative, it was possible 
that humour^ as age aavancecl, might spend ; and he had launch- 
ed so deep in treason, as it seemed necessary that either the king 
fur he should fall.** JE^amen^ p. 119* 

Note XII- 

What else inspires the tongues and swells the breasts. 
Of all thy bellowing renegado priests. — P. 438* 

The keen and violent attack made upon the dissenting and fa- 
natical clergy, in these and the following lines, called forth the 
indignation of the famous Edmund Hickeringil], who had been 
originally one of Cromwell's fighting saints, was at this time rec- 
tor of All-Saints, in Colchester, and was notorious^ for compo« 
sing fanatical pamphlets, songs, and sermons.* This reverend 

Sntleman did not let the sun go down without venting his ire; 
r, the very next day afler the publication of " The Medal," he 
sent to the press an answer to it, entitled, " The Mushroom, or 
a Satire against libelling Tories and prelatical Tantivies ; in an- 
swer to a Satire against Sedition, called the Medal, by the author 
of Absalom and Achitophel ; and here answered by the author 
of the Black Nonconformist, the next day after the publication 
of the Medal, to keep the sale thereof." To this unintelligible 
title-page succeeds a prefatory epistle, and a poem almost equally 
unintelligible, as will appear from a few extracts : 

Epistl^ to the Tories and Tantivies : 

Instead of an epistle to you Tories, 

I'll only preface here with some old stories. 

" About the year of our Lord 1218, at Paris, in a synod, or 
convocation of the clergy, one that was appointed to clerum, or 
preach the convocation sermon, was put to his trumps, and much 
troubled in his gizzard what to say, or what subject to insist upon. 
Whereupon the devil, who always catches men napping, and ob- 
serving the preacher to be melancholy and perplexed in mind, 
appears to him, as he sat in a brown study, and asked him why 
he was so careful what to preach ? Say thus, quoth the devil-* 
The princes of hell salute you, O ye princes and prelates of the 
church, and gladly give you thanks, that, through your default 
and negligence, all souls go to hell, &c. &c, &c." 



• See Vol. VI. p. 148. 



NOTES OK THE MEDAL. 458 

You can the Pepeg hud names, bean, wolves, and ftheTks: 
For mischief what is then ; the bishop and his clerks. 
At the land*8 end of England ? those dire stones 
On which ships, <men, are lost, body and bones. 

he poem itself begins thus : 

Time was, John Lawreat, when thy pretty muse, 
Young, plump, and buxome, no man would refuse ; 
Though thou did*8t poorly prostitute her store. 
And, for vile pence, made her a hackney whore. 
Against the r^es of art, Ph^bus is just ; 
Her former lovers does her now disgust ; 
' And I, that once in private loved her weM, 
>f ay, sometimes smiled at her Achitophd, 
1 longM to kiss her kindly* and to greet 
Her loving airs, so charming, and so sweet : 
Kay, be not jealous, John, thou hast no cause. 
This was whflst she within the modest laws 
Of a true poet kept ; she^s nauseous grown. 
Thou needs must blush to own her for thine owOi 
If thou hast any grace ; 8he*s poor and spent. 
So far from witty, that grows impudent^ 
O what a silly do, tU5u keenest in vain. 
About a medal thus to break thy brain { 
The ancient Romans, so renown*d for wars. 
Kept medals of their fiiends and ancestors ; 
Art thou red-letter bred, of hopes from Rome ; 
Yet against pictures speak^st, from whence they come ? 
A satyr once, satyrs could speak ere thine. 
Why men did blow their nails, could not divine, 
Nor why they did their porridge blow, was U^d, 
One was to make them hot, the other cold : 
At which news, satyr set up skut and run. 
As if he had been trigbted with a gun \ 
How would he run from thee, in naked truth, 
Who bIow*8t both hot and cold from the same mouth ! 

'f The Mushroom" concludes with the following awful threat; 
'hlch, doubtless^ must have greatly appalled Dryden : 

I*U take thy laurells from thee, if I list. 

An honour to my fairer brow when mist ; 

^Tis a day thrown away, (no more) think I, 

No more it was, yti^diem perdidi^ 

Unless it be to make thy Satyre fell. 

And Tonson begg*d this boon, which some think well. 

Thy Satyre, three months old, a cripple came 

This day to hand, I now return it lame*' 

LohdoHf Mofth 17, 1681. 

The ingenious author tacks to his poem some rants of iniml- 
ible nonsense and sqii^ility in prose, in which he is pleased to 

13 
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inlimillij Ihit ihne iM^'tntii^ wonderfiJ edcyity of its yradne^ 
tioii» tome ipNNnid ftr bditfViQi^ tlitf 
i^^vjad minailoQs aicL 

** Aidi itiaiy iiian diiiiK or My, tbat h* is a wi^^ 
«id MffMt wwi amroosed and ivrte in one day, and sent to tin 
■tesi^^sinoe it would empiloY tbe pen of a zeadj writer to copy 
ttis book in ^ day— it may oe so. 

<* But it is a trndi, as eertain and stsble as the sun in die fir- 
mament^ and'wUdi, if need b^ tlie bookseller, printer^ and other 
worthy citiaens that i(re privy to i^ csn avoncn far an infallible 
troth \ijBO sofi sffaru»-->wiien a difine band assists, one of despi^ 
csUe, doQ, and incopsidenitepart^ may do womien, which (jod 
nsoally per^snns by most weak and auik^ instroments." 

A smgle extract more may be addedj^ to diow the high popu- 
larity of^^' Absslom and Ad^topheT ^bqong the ebdntry gentle- 
|nen ot'£n|[land« '' Wha( sp(^ it is t^ fee an old ^cmntry jus- 
tic^ with his ea^er chapiJaJn at his dUbow, puttiiw his barnacles 
on his nose ; bless ns, how he gapes and admiies Nat. Thomson, 
Ae addresses in the Gazette, Abhoi[ieiioes, HeracBtus, or the 
Observator! But shew him bat Absslom and Aciutophel— oh 
r-tfaen the man's bom mi^ there's no holdinff Imn ; then he 
hunts npf and thoi:^ in his dining.-room,'how ne spends^ with 
doable mouthy and whoops and halfowi^ just as he hunts his dog9 
wiien at iail cry. ^ lliatH-4ihat--4hat-:--dbat-^Bal^^ 
BuUdoff— Thunder'— that — diat— ' while the little trencher chap* 
lain e(£oes to him, and cries, ^^men." 

Note Xlil. 

WUh which ihoujlaiter'ft thy decrepit age. — P. 439. 

Shfitesbury was at th^ period little above sixty years old. 
Biit he was iti a state of premature decrepitude ; partly owing.to 
natural feebleness of body, and partly to an injury which he re- 
ceived by an overturn in a Dutch carriage when he was in Hol- 
land, in 1660, as one of the parliamentary cbnimitteef He received 
on this occasion a wound, or bruise in ms side, which came to an 
internal exulceration; so that in the year 1672 he was opened by 
Mr Knolls ]lie surgeon, under the direction of Dr Willis, and an 
issue inserted for the regular discharge of the humour. This one 
of his biographers has called the '^ greatest cure that ever was 
done on the body of man."* The royalists forgot the honour- 
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able cause in which this injury was received, nothing less thaa 
a journey undertaken to invite the king to re-possession of his 
tmrone, when they made its consequences the subject of scuni« 
lous jests.* Dryden had already calledi Shaftesbury " the for* 
midable cripple ;** and in the Essay of Satire^ he sarcastically de* 
scribes the contrast between the activity of his spirit, and tlie de« 
crepitude of his person. . 



• See Albion and Albanias, yoL VII. p. SGCL 
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